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PREFACE. 


XT is hoped that this attempt to make known the native hif- 
tory of a countn% wliich was the firrt; fccnc of our confcquencc 
in India, of the gallant exploits of General Lawrence, Lord 
Clive, Sir Eyre Coote, and, very lately, the field of mod: 
important and fuccefsful operation to Britain under Marquis 
Cornwallis, will not be wholly unacceptable. The earlier 
tranfadtions of our countrjmicn in Dckkan have already been 
amply detailed, by the elegant pens of a Cambridge and an 
Or ME. Dr. Thomson, in his Memoirs of the War in Afia, 
has done jufliice to the flcill and gallantry of Sir Eyre ^Coote 
and liis deferving followers, . who, fupported by the adlive zeal 
of the virtuous but yet fufFering Hastings, (pofterity will 
mofl certainly venerate his character, for prejudice will in time 
give place to judgment) faved our part of Dekkan to -the 
Britifli empire. • : 

. Our, late fucceffes have, been . fhortly narrated by Major 
Dir 6m, who had a fhare in the toils. ; of the two- campaigns^ 
VoL.' I. , ' 'a and. 



PREFACE. 


and, I have heard, that his and other, able pens are employed 
in preparing a fuller detail of Britiih tranfaftions in Dekkan- 
Of that country I only profefs to give the native accounts from 
its own writers ; which will. I hope, at leaft gratify the curi- 

ofity of thofe who wi(h to learn the former ftate of this part 

of India, and fill up a chafm in hiftoor. 

Ferishta, author of the hiftory now offered to the pub- 
lic in an Englifti drefs, is one of the moft efteemed writers 
of Hindooftan, and was of noble rank, and highoin 'office at 
the court of-Ibrahim,> Adil Shaw, of Beejapore, onej b£ 'fhe 
fultans of Dekkan. ^ ' 

. ‘ 'J 

Befides the ‘Hiftory of the Dhely emperors, and this of 
Dekkan, Ferishta compiled one of every provincerin Indiai 
and many complete copies of his works have been brought 
home by Englith gentlemen. 

My firft intention was to have puhlifhed a literal tranlla- 
tion; but, on revifion, I thought it would be more pleafing t(f 
an Englifli ear, deprived of fome of the numerous, hyperbolical 
epithets and too frequent . conjunilions, which drew out the 
periods to a dlftrafting length, hurtful to the fenfe in oiir lan- 
guage. This alone has been done; yet perhaps, fome readers 
may ftill think the ftile too oriental; but to have deviated 
farther from the original, would have been impofing a .£om- 
pibtion for a trandatlon. ; ^ <-■ 


• TraniUted and publdlicd many years Cucc by colonel Dow, 


To 
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To thofe who have been in India, and are converfant with 

\ * '• 

the hiftory and manners of the natives, fome of -the notes may 
appear trivial; but every explanation is necelTary to render fatis- 
fadlory, to moft readers, the perufal of foreign idiom, cuftoms, 
and uncommon names. The laft I have endeavoured to write 
as pronounced in the country. 

It is neceflaiy to mention, that from page '400 to the end 
of the Nizam Shawee dynafty, is not. taken from Ferishta, 
his work concluding with tlie fall of Ahmednuggur. What 
follows, was from a work written by Shaw-nowauz Khan, a 
nobleman of Dekkan, entitled, ' Mailer al Amra, or Biography 
of Nobles. 

In his account of the Gqlconda Princes, Ferishta was 
fo very brief, that, as he mentioned no more than what was 
contained in the Lub al Towareekh, an abbreviated hiftory of 
Hindoofran, I had recourfe only to the latter work; but it 
was thought inconvenient for fb few pages to alter the ^run- 
ning title of the volume. Had the molb earneft fearch after 
fuller materials' for the hifrory pf Golconda been fuccefsful, my 
readers Ihould have had a fuller account of the' princes of that 
fovereighty., ' • 




'DEICitAN,' or :'the /foutliern. di'^ilioii , of 5 Hindooftan, called by 

^ ^ » J / . ' : . 1' „ ^ J : \ 4 * i - ; - - ’ * , - - ^ \ ... 4 V 

European geographers^ ' The Peninfula, has varied in boundary, at 
'difFerent periods, ■ with, the pofleiflions .of its rulers , in . adjacent pro- 
yihces..^- ^ anS part of.Malwa, now .comprized- in it by 

-the natives,’ jfeem not to have. been. fo,,,tni. the late cpnquefts pf the ^ 
MharattaS j fince which, Dekkan has been confidered , by them to 
.comprehend, all the. countries from, the fouthern banks of .the river 
Nerbudda tO ; province is alfo- chiefly dependant 

^oLfT ' • - c - . ^ ^ Wiien 


* I have calle4 ; Dekkan .the fouthern divifipn of Hindopftan, becaufe I believe 
'the ''nadves,viihderfl:and it in that fehfej '‘and ‘when 'it is' 'cohfide^^^ tha.t the 
liindoo' religid.n- i^ that' tff’ tlie Aborigiiies; ’ and -‘has -been' fo^ ,as 'faf as tradition 
can , cany 'us,; ;a'nd, that ' theVhaflyes with iittle ’(if any to ' corn'mon yidtors)' va- 
riatidri, are the Tame in- modes arid charadter throughout the ' vaft; traft to which 
the .term Hindopftari has' heert applied; alfb, that the moft'early accourtfs of the 
.Hindoos, mention provinces ' which 'European geographers; include .in the 
maps of Hiridddfian,’ as being under die fovereig;rity of one Hindoo Maharaja; ,the 
term, I think, cannot be improper, Hindooffan^ or 'Country of' Hindoos, is a 
Perfiaii. appellatipn,. but adopted for ages pack by the. natives themfelves, .For- 
merly, according to Mr. W ilkins, ’ the fifft proficient in' the Sanferit, ’ or moft 
,ancient,; ]anguage‘ of India, it was called . BharataV' , which terin’ is now difufed^ 
except in the facred books of the ,bramihs,;V'T ; " ' , ' " . ‘ ; - . / 

‘i.C-.: ^ 


V 



INTRODUCTION. , 

When the Bhamenee fultans, whofe hiftory is . the fuQeft of 
the Mowing pages, ruled Dekkan, it was underftood to confift of 
that tradt bounded from North Weft to North Eaft by Guzarw»^ 
Khandeftie, that part of Berar called Nagpore,' and the province 
of Oriffaj on the South and Eaft by the Bay of Bengal; and on the 
Weft by the Indian ocean ; a region, according to the computation 
of Major RennelX, in his lately publifced and very valuable Map 
and Memoir of Hindooftan, equal to the Britifti iflands, Spain, and 
Turky in Europe. 

Prior to the Mahummedan conquefts of Dekkan, we have little 
information refpefllng its hiftory. Feris^ta traditionally (and 
we have unfortunately no 'better authority) .writes, that Dekkan 
took its prefent name from • Dekkan, the fon of Hind, fon of Ham, 
the fon of Noah. ^ Mheerut, * Kuzz, and * Telinga, his fons, 
gave their names to three divilions of Dekkan. With any Hindooeh 
accounts of Dekkan I am unacquainted. ' 

, According to Ferisht A*s tradition, Kiflien, ion of Poorub, fon of 
Hind, ruled the whole of the countries now called by Europeans The 
* Eaft Indies, China excepted. Inthe reign of Maharauje, his fuccelTor, 
the zemindars of Carnatic and Ceylon rebelled, and diiplaced his 

governor 

* Tlic Hindexjs claim a much higher antiquity tliati Fcriffita allows ^em. 
Thcir origin, like that of all nations, is involved in obfcurity j to clear up 
\\hich U vain, and can only reward fearch by materials for conjefldre, which, 
however ingenious, can never fatisfy the enquirer. From wliat authority Fcrhhta 
gives his tradition of the peopling of Dekkan, I know not. 

^ Modem Mhccrui Is a diftri£l of the province of Dowiutabadj to w/iich It 
probably gave the name feme ages back, if not to a larger dvvifion of pekkan 
and ilie original country of the Mharattas. • ^ 

* Called now Carnatic. 

* Now the province of Golconda, but formerly an extenfive kingdom, firfl 
under Hindoo princes, and afterwarfs a principal diviDon of the iiharaenee 
foverelgnty, Upon the fall of which it became again a monarchy, under the 
d)nafl| cf Kootlub Shav.ee, whofe hlfloiy will be given In ilic proper place. 



-introduction: 

.‘gavernof of Dekkan, but were reduced by his general Baul 'Chuni 
On the death of Maharauje^ they, again revolted from his fucceiibr 
Keeibrauje, who compelled them to fubmiffion, with the affiftance 
pf an army fent to his fupport by Manochere,/ emperor of Perlia, 
urider,; Saum Nereeman, grandfather to the celebrated Rooftuma the 
hero of F erdofi’s Sha w iSlammeh, or Hiftory of ancient Perfia, 

. Dekkan was : after wards; dividedintoTeveral flates : ,Kool Chund 
founded the. city and go vernment 'of - * KPolburga > Raja Mere Ghund 
that of ^ Meruch j and Beejah Chund the kingdom of Beejanuggur, 
the rnoft celebrated in 'Dekkan. Raja Bieder, the founder of a 
city of that name, reigned over, part of Dekkan when Alexander 

V'' ^ ^ -v^., invaded- 


^ * Called by Europeans Calburga,- . now of . little note. 

Now the capital of a Mharatta jaghiredar, fituated, according to Rennell, 
about one hundred and thirty miles South Weft from Poonah, the metropolis 
of; the- Mharatta ftates, ; • . < ; , ' ' 

' Called in moft maps Bifnagaf and Nerfinga.' This kingdom, before the 
cpnquefts of , the muffulmauns, comprehended the whole of Carnatic, which, then 
(Extended over the greateft part of the peninfula from coaft to coaft (Coromandel and 
Malabar) as will be feen in the progrefs of the Bhamenee fovereigns. Accord- 
ing to Terilhta, the city of- Beejanuggur, the capital of this ancient monarchy:, 
in the early days of. mulTulmaun Jrivafion, was founded by Raja Bellaul Deo, 
A. D, 134.4, and named, after his foa Beejah Roy. He does not mention the 
more ancient metropolis of Carnatic. Major Renriell in- his Ademoir fays, Bee- 
januggur is fituated near the weftern bank of the Tummedra or Tungebadra 
river, about thirty miles fouth-eaft or foiith.-fouth eaft from Bahcapbre, and one 
hundred and thirty German miles from Goa. It was a large city when vifited 
by Caefar Frederick, A. D. 1567, The fall of this kingdom will be feen in 
its proper place. . ■ • , 

^ Called by moft Europeans Beder. According to Rennell, it is about eighty 
miles to the north-weft of - Hyderabad, the capital of the Nizam, who pofiefies 
it at prefent. Near the ruins of Bieder, Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee founded the 
city of Ahmedabad, which he made his capital in place of Koolburga, and this 
is the modern Bieder or Beder. There is another Ahmedabad, called moft com- 
monly Ahmednuggur, and founded by Ahmed Shaw, the firft of the Nizam 
Shawee fovereigns^ 'of whom a hiftory . will be given. There is alfo a third 
Ahmedabad," the capital of the province of Guzarat. 
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Jnvaded India! and fent him.prefents to obtain his fevour. Saul- 
bahun, a raja of I 3 ekkan, iflew.in adlion the prince of Malwa, 
Bickermajeet, recorded by the Hindoo tradition as an example for 
fovereigns, and whofe reign forms the sra of the modern Hindoo 
computation. ..... 

Nothing more refpeaing Dekkan is mentioned by Ferishta, 
till, in his account of the reign of the'Patan emperor ofDhely, 
Jelkul ad Dien Firofe Shaw, he fays, that monarch fent his fon 
in law Alla ad Dien to reduce it to his authority. 

J i 

In the year 1 295 of our sera, Alla ad^ Dien marched throUgh.Berar 
to Deogbur, now called Dowluubad, from the raja of which he 
gained an immenfe plunder. Ramdeo, it appears, was only fovereign 
of a part of Dekkan, as the rajas of Koolburga and Raujemundree, 
(the latter dillrift at prefent forming only one of our’npthern lir- 
kaurs, dependant on Madrafs) are ftiled by Ferishta, Jndepend- 
ant Princes. , > , 1 I 

’j J < 1 I) 

Alla ad Dien on his accelfion to the throne of Dhely, which hd 
acquired by the aflaffination of Firofe Shaw, in the year 1306 fent 
an army to demand tribute from the raja of Deoghur. His general 
.Ms.l.V.V Naib, s&cr (hiC JtmCreA' ami rfre temftjfy afMeer- 

hut, carried the raja Ramdeo prifoner to Dhely j from whence he 
obtained leave to return to Dekkan and had a jaghire conferred on 
him by the emperor. , 

In 1 309, Alla ad Dien fent an army by way of Bengal to reduce 
Warunkul, the capital of Telingana, but without fuccefs; upon 
which he difpatched a reinforcement under Mallek Naib, who 
obliged the raja Luddcrdeo to become tributary to the fultan, and 
evadled from him a contribution of money and jewels to a vafl; 
amount, bcfides three hundred elephants and feven hundred horfes. 

The 
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The year following, Mallek Naib ■ invaded Carnatic, took th 
• raja Bellaul Deo priforter^ and puihed his depredations as far a; 

^ ^ Seet Bunder RamefTar, where he eredled a mofque. The boo 
acquired in this expedition was immenfe, and' next to incredible. 
He invaded Dekkan again in 1312, put to death the fbn of the 
raja of Deoghur, and obliged Telingana and Carnatic to become 
tributary to the throne of Dhely. ; ' , 

InT3i6,:Herpaul Deo, fon to the raja of Deoghur, rebelled, 
and forced the mufliilmauns- to relinquiOi feveral diftridls iiiMeerhut 5 
but was afterwards reduced, taken prifoner, and flayed alive by the 
Dhely emperor, Mubaric- Shaw, who made conflderable conquefts 
iii Dekkan. • - ;; 

In the fucceeding reign, Ludder Deo, raja of Waruiikul, and 
the raja of Deoghur, rebelled, but were fubdued by Aligh Khan, 
who took the fortreffes of Bieder and Warunkul, with the families 
of the rebels. In 1324, Aligh Khan fueceeded his father Gheaufe 
ad Dien as emperor of Dhely, and alTumedthe title of Mahummud 
Tughl.uk Shaw. He fixed on Deoghur, which he renamed Dow- 
•lutabad, as his capital, and obliged the inhabitants, of Dhely to 
remove to it ; but afterwards relinquilhed it. His reign proved- 
unfortunate, feveral provinces being wreiled from him by rebellious 
nobles, who afliimed royalty; and Dekkan was then formed into the 
fovereignty, tile hiftory of which is the fubjedt of the following 
pages.. ^ , 

' ' * ‘ 

* Probably the fame who afterwards founded Beejanuggur, 

** A port on the Coromandel coaft, oppofite to the ifland of Ceylon, and a 
celebrated place of Hindoo pilgrimage. 
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SULTAN “ALLA AD DIEN 


HOUSSUN KANGOH BHAMENEE, 

FOUNDER or 

THE BHAMENEE DYNASTY 

DEKKAN SOVEREIGN S. 


Let it not remain concealed from the explorers of antiquity, that 
hiftorians, in their accounts of the origin and progrefs of fultan Alla 
ad Dien, are varying and contradidtoiy. The mofr probable and 
generally believed,- I have, avoiding' prolixity, drawn* as briefly as 
poflible into the . circle of narration, , 


Houffun was an inhabitant of Dhely, and dependant on Kangoh, 
a bramin and aflxologer, high in the favour of the ^ prince Mahum- 
mud Tughluk Shaw. It is laid, that he laboured under the greatefl; 
poverty^ Upon his requefring foiiie employment from the bramin, 
he gave him a pair of oxen, with two labourers,- to cultivate a piece 
• \ B z V ' of.. 

“ The exalter of the faith of Mahummud. 

Son of the emperor Gheaiifead Dien,"^whdm he fucceeded on the throne ofDiieJy,' 

■■ A. D. 1321. ■ . ' - . 
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of wafle ground near the city, the produce of which he added to his 
former allowance. . , _ . 

As the labourers were one day at work, the plough lluck in fome 
haid body, ,and Houffun, upon'examination, entangled 

in a chain round the neck of an earthen veflel, which proved to be 
full of antique gold coins. He immediately carried them to the 
bramm, who commended his honefly,' and informed the prince of 
the difcovered treafure. The circumftancc being communicated to 
the emperor Gheaufe ad Dien,lhe ordered 'HouITun’ to the prefence, 
and conferred upon him''the command of one hunted horfe. 

« > 

It is alfo related, that the bramin allured Houffun, he faw from his 
ftars that he would rife to^xalted fortune, and be^eminen^ favoured 
by providence. ~ He therefore requefted, when the Almighty fhould 
have beftowed royalty upon him, that he would add the name of 
Kangoh to his own, and iq)point_hun his m inify of finance, in order 
that he might fhare with him in immortal fame. Houffun readily 
complied with the requefts of his kind patron. It is faid alfo, that 
his fiiture dignity was propheCed by the venerable ■ Shekh Nizam ad 
Dien Oulca. From thefe uffurances, the ambition of reigning vin 
Dekkan, the promifed land of empire,' poffeffed the mind of Houffun, 
and he ardently fought for fome eftablilhment in that country, that 
he might gradually attain the jewel of his delires. 

When fultan Mahummud Tughluk had acceded to the throne 
of Dhely, he, in one of his expeditions to Dekkan, appointed his tutor 
Kuttnllugh Khan governor of .Dowlutabad, and gave permiffion to 
fuch officers as were under his patronage to ferve with him. 
Houffun, thinking this an opportunity favourable to his views, em- 

. . braced 

■ A celebrated Mabummedan raint, avhofc tomb near Dhely Is flill much venerated, 
ard rtforted to in pilgrimage by the munhlmauns of Hlndooflan. The tranflator has 
not giscn the clrcumnanccs of the faint's prophecy at large, thinking they would be 
tedious to the reader. 



braced, the fervice of :J^uttullugli;;Klian>. and. obtained from him.-in;-, 
jaghii^ .die .tbwn.of^I^oneGhee,;; with; lands dependant on, t;he.diifri&'; 
of ^Roy-Bahgh. / 

Someiycars after;, this,. /ultan Mahumm^^^ Tughlulc,, drew , his 
armies 'againll -the. fcfiudtdry .nobles- pfr Guzarat, who j were, de-, 
feated,' and mahy of tliem-took .refuge/AH..Pekkan > where . .feuttul- ' 
lugh Klian, contrary to iiis duty and die royal commands, entertained, 
them in his.lervice : upon .which, - the .fultapj determined to remove, 
him, and all. the .nobility, . to.; other; ^provinces. ; ; • With diis. view, .he. 
difpatclied a iirmaun by. Alimed .Lacheen and .other ofHcers to Alliim 
al Mdolk, commanding him to fend the Dekkaii officers to Guzarat, 

' - - -Alium ar MGplk,*in .obedience. to the royal orders, ‘lent meffepgers 
to ffimriibii •-thei^peidoris mentioned in .the firmaun^ from die feveral 
ftatioils y ■ but^•^ome riiohths elapfed.’before they were all colledied at 
Powlutabad;'--: At. length they, arrived, and having received'dheir 
difoiiffioh,:ideparted'.widi'- Ahmed. Lacheen for-. Guzarat.- Al^ed 
had eiitertained-hopes bf obtainihg from them -valuable prefents, for 
his intereffiin'dieir. favour with. the. fultan 5 but, being difappointed, 
tyfeated them haughtLly,; and remarked to his attendants, that , the 
Dekkan officers deferved, death, , for. harbouring the rebellious nobir 
lity of Guzarat, and negledling fb long the ' royal fummons to the - 
preffefiG.e. '-The amras,' hearing, of his opinions, were alarmed. for 
their-fafety-j- .andj-.-iipon their, arrival on-^die frontiefs of Dekkan, 
held 'a-. Gouncil among ‘-themfelves;. how to.adt. ' It was remarked, 
that, the fultan.ffequently'.puniflied'with. death the {lighted offences, 
and often without examining an accufation ; fo that -it Would be fafer 
for them to remain by force in Dekkan, than give themfelves up 
tamely like fheep to die ' flaughterer. . . 

Their cefolve- being taken, they begaii their retreat fforii the- 
frontier's and Ahmed Lacheen attempting to. oppofe them, was ^ 

' " ’ ' ‘ ' ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ ' ' ' defeated, 

“ Now belonging to the Nizam. - ' . - 
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defeated, and flain with many of his followers. .-They were now 
joined 4aily by numbers of the difaffefted, arid 'repaired towards 
Dowlutabad in great force. The native princes of Dekkan, injured 
and dilgufted by the tyranny of the fultan, rejoiced at this revolt j in 
which fome of them perfonally joined, and others, more circumfpedi, 
privately aflifled with money and fupplies. An infurrediion arofe, 
which the hand of conciliation could not quell. JulUy does a cele- 
brated poet obferve, “ The fubjedl, when opprefled by injuftice, 
“ turns from his prince in the crifis of danger; for, when a ruler is 
“ tyrannical, his government cajinot continue to flourilh.” Ummaud 
al Moolk, fon in law to the fultan, governor of,Berar and Khandeflie, 
who refided at ' Elichpore, finding himfelf daily deferted by num- 
bers of his troops, and fearing his officers would finally deliver him 
to the rebels, left the city with' his family, under pretence of hunt- 
ing, and retired irito Nudderbar ; upon which the nobles of Berar, 
having plundered the royal treafury, proceeded to join the male- 
contents near Dowlutabad. The garrilbn of this fortrefs, obferving 
the.gafhering force of the rebels, thought proper to feek their friend- 
ihip ! they feized their governor, andidelivered up the place. Thus,' 
in a few months, departed from the yoke of the Dhely emperors 
their dominion in Dekkan, which had been conquered in a long 
feries of war, and at a vaft expenfe'of blood and treafurc. 

Upon the acquifition of Dowlutabad, the allied amras agreed to 
eledt- from among themfelves a fovereign, that their operations 
might receive dignity and order, when the lot of empire fell on 
Ifmacel an Aighaun ameer of ' one thoufand, whofe brother, 

Mallek 

*_Thc antient capital of Berar, now fubjeft to the Hizam, who pays a tribute from 
the revenues to the Mliaratta Bate. 

^ A fmail didrift between Khantlefhe and Guzarat, now in polfeflion of the 
.MharatlaSr 

‘ In Hindooflan the rank of nobility is cnimated according to military command, 
and the number of cavalry mentioned in the patent of creation; as," We have 

“ exalted 
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:Mallekr3Njopgh, “CoiiiiTiandeci in, the pfoyince of 

Malwa.: ‘ Ini'tkediopes Jiis irother,^ the amras of 

■D.ekkan\eledled K feir fukan^ .by the-^^^ "of/f .Nafiivad; Dien. 

Honours.- were ;be,ftp\yed, and'eaGh- arneer .gratified with a ' portipn ; of 
|he lands of the new'foyereignty ; .wheAldonfrun received the. of 
- Ziiffir f^an, and ,fome rdiftridls ;in' jaghiie -for, -.the^^ f^^ 
di^ity-and troops, :: v.’ ; , , ‘ 

^ . Sultan Maliuniiiaud LTughluk^Shaw;. on this 'alarming 
his affairs, hakened.with an,arpiy; frpm Guzaratt.q Dekkan, and.-:was 
joined-by KUmmaiid al iVLoolk Tibreez-Gei .and lVlallek M gQ^^f- 
nor 'of Malwai; •: : On his arrival mear Dowlutabad, ' the newly- eledted 
fultan quittedithe.. fortrejfs, >an,d encamped .with- thirty jhqu fand horfe^ 
on ;.the/.fame plain;:where:,;'Aillajad,:jG>icn fhad; defeated die -fon of 
■Raihdeo craja- iof ';DEoghur..';' The;'rebels^:.,diarged-:Yigo.roufly, and 
routed the two wings of the imperialifts j / fo thapfukan, M^Umniu 
was even preparing to -fly, when fliddenly the purfe of diflpyd.ty 
upon them. Khan Jehaun, one of the principal rebel chiefs, being 
wo.undedhy ah afrowi fell from his horfe>:;upPh .which hi? followers, 
about fix ' thpufand/ turnedrr dieir . faces to. -flight -grid , af the. haine 
inifa.ht,: the^^;:k^ of ^Nafir -ad fpieny '-being.' firuck. with a 

panic, let . the dolours 'fall from' his -fhands,; /The; rebels, fuppoflng 
their, chief had -.forfakeh phemy defifted ' from the, .fighti; an,d night, 
falling, retired ;to -their cattipr “ Sultan I^ahummud did v Ae^ 
and both .armies pbferyed the flriflefl: 'VigilanCe." Nafir ad Dien, and 
Ziiffir Klian,: with' ;the - principal rebek-.chiefs, ^.held a . council, in, 
^hich it'Was agreed, a.s iit .was' not .fafe- for khe’ -prefent to -hazard 
another , contefl: in .the; field, , that ^ the; ile fliould rethe: to 

: : ^ ^ : Dowlutabad 

“ exalted fuch a perfon to fuch titled, and the command of fo many thoiifand horfe,' 
“.^with the privilege of ufing fuch and fuch infignia and ornaments to his palanquin.” 

-» Prornpter .of the faith/ : 

^ Victorious. ' / ■ 

' c.Piilaroftheftate. - - 
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^owlutabad •with a proper garr1forf;‘While theiamras Ihould profedl 
their own diftriSs/ harafs the enemy’s convoys,’ and cut*oiFfupplies. 
This being concluded on, the rebels lilently decamped to their feveral 
ftations, fo that at daylight fultan Mahummud few not a veftige of 
his latfe oppofers. " Upon this, he dilpatched a force under Ummaud 
al'MoolkTibreezee," to purfue Zuffir lUian, and prepared to beliege 
Dowlutabad. The garnfbn was nearly” reduced to delpair, when 
intelligence arrived of the infurredlion of the Dhelhans, under a have 
named Tughee ; whoi with a body of jlifeffedled rabble, twas com- 
mitting grdat enormities in the capitalpiand threatened the provinces, 
elpecially Guzarat. ^ Sultan Mahummud "lipon this quitted the camp 
to the caqe of his generats,i and haftened to quell the infurgents. The 
Dekkan amras, encouraged ’by ’his-abience, colledled from all parts ; 
and the befiegers^^P^g alarmed, jretreateifoon after their fovereign; 
They were cloCi •fprefled "by theDekkanees'as'fer^s the banks-df 
the Nirbudda, anSi^ft much'baggage, with. deyeral of the imperial 
elephants laden witl\jOld, , I - — >. ' ' ci ' • 

. ' r'>'- jti'Xari- '} ‘‘o ‘‘“I '■ T. ' ' i "0 

' ’’Zuffir Kliafc ‘femboldfened by- this fucce’fs,' marched with twenty 
thoufend Korfe to ‘feieder,’ vyhere'’ Uihriiaud'al’Moolk'Tibreezec 
was Rationed; but did n3) for "feme 'time' venture to engage him, 
as the latter was' much fupSor 'in the number of ~his troops, and 
frrcDgly poRed. At length ^afSr Khan, being joined by hfieen 
thoufend men, fent by the raj^df Telingana, ’and five thoufend 
horfe, detached to Ks affiftance by-J^alir ad Dien from Dowlntabad,' 
attacked the imperial general. The aftion lafted from dayhght till 
the fun began to decline, With the greateft obftinacy on both fides.' 
At length, the Almighty difpofer of kingdoms havmg decreed that 
Zuffir Khan ihould be exalted to the dominion of Dekkan, and the 
ring of empire grace his hand, Ummaud al Moolk was flain, and his 
• ■ army . 

• Formrrlj the capital of a raja of this name, and aflcnvards of the Bhamenee 
fovcrtipne, rote m poHenion of ibe Nizam and Mharallas jointly. 
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army routed. ; : M^ tile fugitives .took -ilielter in Biederi others 
in * Candahar, ;and' fome few;retired with'difficulty. to Ma'h^ ■ " ' r 

’ Zuffir I^an, irnm'echately on his vidory, detached Malle k/* Syef 
to reduce Bieder and Gandahar, . while he marched 
himlhlf with the trophies and plunder ' gained , from the enemy to 
powiutabad ; at fome diftafice from which he was met by Nahr ad 
Dien, who, obferving that greater, attention was paid by the nobility 
and , army to the general than himfelfj and that they wifhed him for 
their fpyereign, judged; it -prudent to retire to a more priyate^fla- 
tion. ; Calling an alfembly of the amras, he declared himfelf from 
his great age incapable ; of governing, and requeued they would 
eleft a new . fultan i obferving, that Zuffir Khan,, on whofe alpe(^ 
fhonethe rays of ighity and yapu^^ to huh moll worthy of 

the throne. The aflembly with one .voice applauded ' his remark, 
and the ahrplogers were dire< 5 led to explore a fortunate inllaht for 
the inauguration of Zuffir Khan. Accordingly,, in a chofen hour on 
Friday' the^ 24th;' of Rubbee al Akhir, . they placed the crown of ^ 

empire on his head, and fpread over his throne a black umbrella, ^ 
the colour of the Aballidh" caliplisy as aulpicious. The " j^iootba - ’ 

was read in his ngme,~ and coins llruck,,^i^ his titles of ' 

Sultan. Alla ad Dien Kangoh Bhamenee. ^ Koolburga, his 

relidence> was newly hanied /Ahdunabad, and chofe for the capital 
of the muffulmauns in pekkan. . . ; r • • . - - 

v, P, .'v'';; ./'Sultan' 

“ A forhefs not- far dift^nt from 'hieder. .-Th^ is another fo called on the northern 
ironder of Hindooftan. ;/'■' , , ; ' 

The. fword of the faith. ; 

, A form of prayer, or benediction, ufed by the Mahiimmedans on Fridays and 
-feftivals,' for the' fouls of all deceafed prophets and kings, arid for the welfare of their 
reigning fovereign, - ' ' ' • ‘ i ■ 

Now belonging, to the Nizam, under a tribute = to the. Mharattas, called by 
European geographers .Galberga. ; ^ ■ ' . . ' ^ 

* Moll excellent abode. It is the fuperlative of the fultan’s appellation of HoulTun. 
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, Sultan Alla ad Dien, having engaged in' the charge of govern- • 
ment, negledled none of the duties of royalty, fo ’that the traft" of 
his dominions was daily extended. The countries from the * river 
Beemrah to the vicinity rf the fortrefs of " Roodnee, -and from 
the port of ' Choule to the city of Bieder, were brought within 
Ae circle of his poirelTion. It is related, that his firll royal aft 
was Ae dHlribution of four hundred pounds weight of gold, and 
one Aoufand of fdver, in charitable donations, in memory of Nizam 
ad Dien Oulea, who had predidted his riling fortunes. Mallek Syef 
ad Dien Choree, diftinguiAed for his integrity, judgment, and 
policy, was appointed prime minifter, and Ae religned fovereign, 
.who had reafliimed his original name of Ifmaeel, honoured wiA 
Ae title of * aineer al amra. Mindful of his'promife to his former 

patron, Ae fultan entmfted Ae care of his treafury to Ae bramin 
Kangoh, wlio had quitted Ae fervice of Ae emperor Mahummud 
Tughluk Shaw, and repaired to Dekkan. His name was alfo afflyoA ' 
to all royal edidte, and joined to Aatof Ae fultan. e . 

It is univerfally allowed, Aat Kangoh was Ae Irrft bramin who 
accepted an office in the fervice of a muflulmaun prince. - Before 
him, the bramins never condefcended to engage in publick affairs, 
but palled Aeir lives in ■ Ae duties of religion, and ftudy of Ae 
fciences ; indifferent tp fortune, and efteeming the fervice of princes 
as hurtful to virtue,' and hazardous to Aeir eternal welfire. If as 
phyficians, allronomers, moralifts, or hillorians, they fometimes 
affociated with the rich or powerlGl, Aeyyet would never wear the 
Cham of fcmtude on Aeir uccks, Aough courted by gifts and high 
favours. However, fince Kangoh’s acceptance ofremployment, the 

diredlion 

• A princlpjl branch of thcKinna river. Aecordin'rto Fcrilhra -ir n j 

Eevrra!.. Rcnnell orites it Becraah. ° * ’ “ “ 

^ J do not find this place in any map under this name. 

« On the Malabar coa% not > cry far foutli of Bombay, 

* Chiefof tlic nobles. 
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■ - ' * ^ - '■ ^ ' 

‘ dil’edlipn . of finance has been ■cdiiiinitted generally n to branims, by all 
the jprinces ,of Dekkan. ^ V" ^ V • , • 

. , Sultan Alla ad Dien, aa well hy wife pblicy' as force of arms, 

towards the end of the reign of Mahummud Tughluk Shaw, fubdued 
bvery part of Dekkan which ha 4 been fubj edt to the. throne of Dhely, 
and gained vover by conciliating meafures the Afghaun> - Mogul, and 
Raujepoote chiefs, fliatioried hy the eiiiperor at Bieder and Candahar, 
which were delivered. 'up He took * IColauis' with' its yependancies 
frbm : the rby of Warunkul, aM fonned',-^ w hini a treaty of 
alliance. The death of the emperor Mahummud Tiighluk Sliaw iii 
.7 removing all appreherifions of ? attack froni Dhely, the fiiltari 
engaged'-earneftly in the internal regulation and fecurity of his do- 
minions, and celebrated " the ^marriage of hik eldefi: Ton Mahununud 
with the daughter of Mallek Syef .ad Dien Ghoree; On this occa- 
fion he diftributed teii thoufand robes of cloth of gold, velvet and 
. fattin among the nobility and others^ ^ One' thoufand Arab and Per- 
fiah'horfes, and two hundred fabres fet with jewels, - were ahb divid- 
' fed. ■ The populace were entertained m various amufementsi and 
engines v^ere erected in the fireets of Kbblburga,' w cafi: forth 
ihowers of confedtionary' arnong tlie crowd.*' The rejoicings lafled a 
' whole year ; oh the lafi: day of which, the nobility and; officers pre- 
fented offerings : of jewels, money, and the rarefi; produdtiohs of all 
' countries, to the fultan, ' ' ' ' f ' , <■ 

-- As Mallek Syef ad- Dien Ghoree was honoured by the royal 
.'alliance, his place in publick :afiemblieS was allotted above thofe of 
all the nobility, which gave offence to the ameer al amra, who com- 
plained of the precedence to the fultan, and was anfwered, that, in 
every government -the pen took rank of the fword. He became 
. feejmingly fatisfied with the royal orders, but fecretly confpired with 

’ - • C 2 ' ' fbme 

» A town in Telingana. . ’ ‘ 

** The ancient capital of Telingana, The province is now called Golconda, 
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ftime 'difaffeaed nobles to aflaffinate the fultan, and refume the 
throne he had given up. As his defigns were not favoured by pro- 
vidence, the fultan had timely information .of them, from perfons 
who had joined in the plot, but had repented. Having con- 
vened all the nobles and eminent officers of the court, he, in their 
prefence, accufed the ameer al amra of treachery, which he denied 
by a folemn oath. The fultan then called forth the informers, and 
offered pardon to all the confpirators who would reveal the crimes of 
the ameer al amra; upon which moft of his aflbciates teftified 
againft him, fo that no doubt remained of his guilt, and he was im- 
mediately put to death. His relations and adherents were pardoned, 
nor was the fmalleft confifcation made of their property ; but 
“ Bahadur Khan, fon to the deceafed, was appointed ameer al amra, 
and the royal favour extended, as before, on the family. 

From this, and other inftances of juftice tempered with mercy, 
loyalty to the fultan became fixed in every breaft, and his power 
daily increafed. The roy of Telbgana, who had become difobedient, 
'' but was treated with generous forbearance on account of former 
ali^^iiK^to the fultan, was overcome by the fenfe ot his virtues, 
fu's^^ed to his authority, and agreed to pay the tribute he had 
heretofore remitted to the fovereign of Dhely. 

Sultan Alla ad Dien, by advice of Mallek Syef ad Dien'Ghoree, 
difpatched a confiderable force againft the countiy of Carnatic, from 
whence his general returned fuccefsful, with valuable contributions 
from feveral roics in money and jewels, befides two hundred ele- 
phants, and one thoufand female fingers. Having received an invi- 
tation from roy Perrun, the rcprefentative of the ancient rajas of 
Guzarat, to int ade that country', which, owing to the ueaknefs of 
the Dhtly emperors, u as become a prey to rebellious jaghiredars, 

fultan 


• Valiant. 
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' fnltan Alla at} Dien, in the month of Shaiiban 758, took the field in 
perfoh. The prince Mahummud was advanced in front with 
twenty thoiifand horfe, while the fultan follow.ed, by eafier marches, 
with die main army. The prince arriving at Nofaree, found the 
country abounding in . game, of which he fent an . account to his 
.fadier, who was eagerly fond of the chafe and falconry. The fultan 
advanced with expedition, and fpent nearly a month in the pleafures 
of the field 3 at die end of which he was attacked by an intermitting 
fever ; and, not ufing proper caution in refraining fibm violent exercife 
and high living, his diforder encreafed to an alarming illnefs, wliich 
obliged him to return haftily to Koolburga. Upon his arrival at the 
capital, he convened die divines and holy men, in whofe prelence he 
vowed to abftaiii in future from all things forbidden by the law of the 
Koraun. Arranging his dominions in four principal gpvernments, 
he conferred diat of the- capital and its dependancies, to ’’ Dabul, 
Beejore and Mudkul on Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree. Choule, 
Khiber, Dowlutabud and Mheroputtun, with.the territory of Mherut, 
he committed to Mahummud, fon.bf his brother Ali Shaw. : Mahoor, 
Ramgeer, and his divifion of Berar, were entrufted to Kufder Khan 
Syeflaunee, and Bieder, Indouf, with Kolauls, and the pofiefiions in ' 
Telingana, to Azim Humaidon, fon of Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree. 

-I , ^ " * 

/ The fultan remained -fix mondis in a declining Rate; during which 
he gave publick audience twice a day, and , trahfadfed bufihefs ; 
afiiduoufly engaging in adminiflering juftice to the poor^and friend- 
lefs. . He gave orders to releafe alLprifdners throughout his dominions, 
except thofe' accufed of capital offences, whom he cpmmanded to 
■ ■ ^ , Koolburga 

r ; 

* A town and diftrift on the banks of the Teena. Rennell calls it Bhoufenee. 

It belongs now to the-NIzam. 

^ All the ^places mentioned in this difpofition ^re now in pofleffion of the Nizam, 
fubje^l to a contribution of a fourth part -of the revenues to the Mharatta date; 
Dabul excepted, a fmall port'near Bombay and Choule, which are held wholly by the 
latter. From the divifion of his kingdom it appears, that- Alla ad Dien poflefied what 
is how called the Nizam’s country, and a confiderable part of Kokun. - - ‘ 
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Koolburga ; and having himfelf examined them,’ fet at liberty all >ut 
feven, 'whom he deljvered to his fon Mahummud, that, after his 
death, he might aft towards them as he Ihould -judge proper. At 
length, finding no benefit from medicine, and feeling nature exhauft- 
ed, he difcharged his phyficians, and waited patiently the final cure 
of human ills. In this ftate, enquiring of his youngeft fon, Mhamood, 
who had been reading with his tutor, what book he had that day 
perufed, the prince replied, the * Bofctaun of * Saudee, and the fol- 
lowing pafiage : 

V 

" I have heard, that ' Jumfhede of angelic memory had thefe 
words engraved upon a fountain ; Many, like me, have viewed 
" this fountain, but they are gone, and their eyes clofcd for ever. 
" J conquered the world by policy and valour, but could not over- 
■“ come the grave.” 

The fultan fighed at the recital, and calling his fons Daood and 
Mahummud before him, faid, “ This is my Isdt breath, and with it 
“ I conjure you, as ye value the permanence of the kbgdom, to 
" agree with each other. Mahummud is my fucceflbrj efteem 
“ fubmiflion and loyalty to him as your duty in this world, and your 
“ furety for happinefs in the next.” Having faid this, he fent for 
his treafurer, and committed to each of his fons a fum of money to 
diftribute to the poor. When they had obeyed him, and returned, he 
exclaimed, “ Praife be to God !” and inftantly refigned his life to the 
Creator, ** Conftantly appears fomc one who boafts, I am Lord, 
“ fhows himfelf to his fellows, and vaunts, I am Lord. When the 
“ affairs of mortals have become dependant upon him, fuddenly 
" advanced! death, and exclairaeth, I am Lord.” The death of fultan 
Alla ad Dien happened eleven years, two months, and feven days 

after 

* A garden. 

^ A celebrated PerGan poet. 

• An ancient emperor of Perfia, 
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y after his acceffion to royalty^ :krid on of Rubbee al Awul, 

’ -759, in the lixty feventh year of M ; A. 

related, that fultan Alla ad pien being alked, how, without 
great treafures or- arrnies, he had acquhed royalty in fo flibit a Ipace ? 

■ replied. By affability to friends and enemies, and fhowing liberality to 
all, to the utmoft of\his power. - Some authors write, 'that he was 
defcended from Bhamen, oiie of the ancient kings of Perfia; and I 
have Teen a pedigree of him, 'fo derivedj in the royal library of 
Ahmednuggur : but am' inclined to believe,' fuch lineage was only 
framed,' upon his acceflion; to royalty> by flatterers and poets, and that 
his origin was too. obfcure to. be authentically traced. The appella- 
tion‘ of * ’Bhamenee, he certainly , took in cornpliment to Kangoh 
Bramin,' which is often pronounced ,Bhame;n, and by tribe he was an 
- Af^aun. . ' ' '.A V ‘ 

* Bhamenee is a v^ry cpmmon cohuption ofBraminee in the yulg&r pronunciation.^ 
of Hindooftani . ' 



SULTAN 

/ 

MAHUMMUD SHAW BHAMENEE; 


"V^HEN fultan Mahummud fpread over himfelf, like Solomon, 
the royal umbrella, he greatly encrealed the magnificence and Iplen- 
dour of the court. He fixed a golden ball, fet with jewels, on 
which was a bird of paradife compofed of precious Hones, at the top 
of the umbrella. On the bird’s head was a ruby, ineftimable in 
value, which had been prefented to the late tultan by thctfoy of 
Beejanuggur. He added greatly’to the train of his attendants, and 
divided the nobility and officers into four bands j appointing each a 
Hated fcrvice and time of waiting. He formed a corps of bardars, 
whofe employment was to muHer the guards, and conduft perlbns 
to audience j alfo one of ‘ two hundred youths, chofen among the 
fons of the nobility, to carry the royal armour and weapons j and in- 
Hituted a * body guard of four thoufand men, under the command of 
a nobleman of high rank, who was fliled meet nobut, or lord of the 
watch. Fifty fillehdars, and a thouland of the body guard, attended 
at the palace daily. Every day, except on Fridays, he gave publick 
audience early in the morning, and continued tranlafting bufinefs till 
the crier proclaimed noontide prayer, when the court broke up. 
Before he afeended the tlnone, he always proHrated himfelf before 
it, out of refpedt to the memory of his father. The throne was of 
filver, placed under a' magnificent canopy, on a rich carpet ; and the 
court before the hall of audience tvas lhaded by an awning of velvet, 
brocade, or other fuperb manufafture. The governors of his pro- 
vinces, 

• TKty vetre cilkd filklidjrs, or amB-beartrs, from thtir emplojmcnt. 

Thu corps was named kliaufch khid, or felcfl band. 
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vyinces lie named term holders of a divilion. In the begin- 

ning of his reign, Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree enjoyed the diftindion 
of iitting in the prefence but requeuing to refign this privilegej he 
^tenvards.^Aood like the other nobles. The nobut, or -band of 
- mufic, played five times daily, at fiiated hours ; and all perfons, when 
introduced to the fultan, khelt and profirated their foreheads to the 
: ground. After tlie diflblution of the houfe of Bhaihenee, .'the fuc- 
ceeding princes ufed the umbrella and khootbah ; but none fimck 
coins of gold in their own name, or founded the nobut five times, 
except the fultans of Golconda, ftiled Koottub Shawee. 

V The gold and filver coins of the Bhamenee fultans were of fquare 
‘ form and different value, having on one fide the “ creed of teftimony,. 
■and the ^ names of the four holy friends. - Qn ihe other - was . the 
^fovereigtf s title and year of his reign. The Hindoo bankers, at the 
'iniiigafioh 'of the roies of Beejanuggur and Telingana, melting all 
which fell into their ' hands, that the coins of the infidels might alone 
be current in Dekkan,^ the fultan was enraged ; and when they per- 
'fified in the offence in fpite of his remonfirancesj he put all the guilty 
•to heath, aiid refirained the bufihefs of exchange to fome Kutte'ries, 

. defcendants of Dhellians, who Had migrated to Dekkani. - ' After this, 
the Bhamenee coins alone' were current in the Mahumniedan domin-r. 
lions But- fince the cefiation of that dynafiy, the coins of the Hindoo 
pririces have been allowed alfb to pals univerfally. . . y 

' , In the beginning of the reign of fultan Mahummud Shavv^, ;the 
roies of Beejanuggur and Telingana demanded from him the territo- 
ries' which- had been vrre^ from- them by his father, , threatening, 

: in cafe of • refufal, : to' invade his countiy, and draw upon .him the 
armies of Dhely^ : ■ As he" was hot fure of the attachment of part of 
'Ms yhobilityB and: his ; low, owing to the great funis 
y . .y': ; ■which’ ; 

® There is no god but God, and Mahummud is his prophet, 

Mahummud, All, Aboubekker,y0mar,; . ; = . , ' ' 
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wHch-Ke had given .to his mother,: Mahekeh-Jehaunj who had-gone 
, on .pilgrimage to Mecca, '.-MedinaJ-.and Kerhalla', ,he,-during, a year - 
. and .'-half, -kept fthe ambafladors . of.theiroies ,at ■his,court,'ahdifent 
his .o\vn*to Beejanuggur, ,tp:'amufe.-.his enemies, .iln'this peHod he 
' difplaced fuch. officers- as ,he,fulpeaed;;and,'-his'.mbther ffieing. re- 
turned, refolved on \var;.,ahd demanded from the ;rdie5;all. their. bell 
. elephants laden with-jewelsi' gold} and the nidll precious manufadlures 
ofDekkan..- ■: ■ c'-r, c:l. . .;■! ‘ " 

The roy ofTelingana, upon thisf.'fent.'ihis fon Nagdeo with an 
army towards Kolaufs, and the roy of Beejanuggur difpatched a con- 
liderable fqrce^ to 'join his :ally, -. t®o was> quickly : defeated by the 
troops of Mahummudr Shaw, undervBahadiir.- iKhah i, .and; that 
general, -haying plundered all', the country, to the vicinity of;Warun- 
.kul,,. obliged the roy:tb,pay a contribution of a large fum.ofi money, 
ttventy five elephante,' and many valuable effefts, .which he prefent- 
ed to thefultanat Koqlburga, , , t.-.-.-'i h-h .r^. 

Towards the end of the.yearyyji fome merchants arriving from 
diftaht parts, offered horfes to the.'fultan for fale, and he not approv- 
ing them, obferved, that they were unworthy ,of being.prcfehted.to.a 
prince j upon which the merchants faid,;they had .lately poffeffed 
much finer, which they had intended to bring him, but ffiey had 
been forced from them, at undervalue, by Nagdeo at • Velumputtun, 
though they had fignified to him that they were deliened for the 
fultan. ..... 

. Mahummud Shaw, already offended witlt Nagdeo, was refolved 
to revenge this frefli inllance of difrepeft, and, committing his affairs 
to the care of Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree, repaired immediately, to 
his camp at Sultanpore. Here he cominued teh. days, to review the 
army, and receive the prayers of the venerable Mahummud Sera'uje 
, ' ad 

■ 1 lion’i Icnow where. Perhap! Goa, or Rajjpoorc. ,, 
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ad - Dien Juheedee for fuccefs in his expedition. On the eleventh he 
began his march. •' Oh his arrival at Kallean, aficing an attendant, to 
whom he allowed 'great freedom - of fpeech, in what time he might 
reach Velumputtun, the wit replied, that if he "continued his prefent 
ipe'ed, _ he .might perhaps' fee it in twelve months. The fultan, 
'hettled at' the repartee, " immediately feledted four thoufand horfe 
from his army, and proceeded with fuch' rapidity, that in the fpace 
of a week he advanced near Velumputtuh. He then ordered a band 
ofTeteran Afghauns to difguife thehafelves in torn habits, and repair 
to the town, as horfedealers who had been plundered by robbers, in 
order to amufe the guards at the gates. The Afghauns, on their 
arrival at the town, were queftiohed by the guards, and replied, that 
they were merchants who" had .been plundered by a numerous, ban- 
ditti not far from the place,' and were come to iniplore protection 
"and .-jiiflice from the governor.' . During this ffcory, Mahummud* 
. Shaw rufhed on with a thoufand horfe, and the guards attempted to 
fhut the gates, but were prevented, by the Afghauns, andflain. The 
^ fultan now entered the town, and commenced a daughter of the 
inhabitants -without mercy. ' 'Nagdeo, who expeded nothing lefs 
than fuch an' enemy, was engaged at an • entertainment, and, on 
receiving the alarrh, fled with precipitation to' the citadel, which the 
fultan afiaulted , without delay; whem^the young 'roy, after a faint 
oppofition, tried to make his, efcape by a pbflern, but was taken 
prifbner in the city. In the morning • he was queflioned by the 
fultan, why . he had dared to feize horfes from merchants on their 
way to Koolburga? and making, an infolent reply, Mahummud 
Shaw, who had before this refblved to fpare his life, commanded a 
pile of wood to be lighted before the citadel, and putting Nagdeo in 
an engine, had him fhot froni the walls into the flames, in which he 
was confumed. The fultan remained fifteen days in the town, and, 

- as his.troops came up, encamped them without the gates, while he 
repofed from Jiis fatigues, and .indulged himfelf in pleafure with his 
favourites. 


D a 
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The fultan having feized the^treafures of Nagdeo, and levied, a 
heavy contribution from the inhabitants, left Velumputtnn, and 
returned towards his capital j but the Telingas, who hid now col- 
ledled in great force, furrounded him on all quarters, and fo haralTed 
his inarch, that he commanded his tents and baggage to be burnt, 
with all Ills plunder, except jewels and gold. Thus lightened, j he 
mbved in dole order from dawn till nightfall eveiy day, procuring 
front the villages he pifled, fuch provifions as offered, and paffing 
the night in Itnft vigilance, fleeping on his arms. With all thefe 
'precautions, the enemy deftroyed -fuch numbers of his troops, in 
paffes and woods, that of four thoufand, only fifteen hundred men re- 
gained Koolburga. The fultan himfelf received a wound in his 
arm, and at Kolaufs was obliged to halt from indifpofition. Here 
he was fortunately joined by Mallek Syef ad DIen Ghoree,' with the 
'main body of'his armyj when the Telingas were driven back to the 
heart of their own tountiy with great' llaugh ter, and feveral places 
taken from tliem j after which the fultan returned to Koolburga. 

The roy of Telingana, enraged at the death of his -Ion; fent 
petitions to the emperor Feerofe Shaw of Dhely, acknowledging 
himfclf his vaflal, and promifing, if he would fend a force, to adl 
in conjuriJlion with it, for the recovery of the imperial polfeffions in 
IDekkan, and pay alfo a Confiderable tribute. In this loffer he was 
joined by his ally, the roy of fieejanuggur; hut Feerofe Shaw, being 
too much etnployed with domeflic commotions to allift them, did 
not attend to then reprefentations. 

Mahummud Shaw, hearing of the proceedings of the roies, and 
the weaknefs of the court of Dhely, from his fpies, refolved on the 
conquefl of Telingana. Having again committed the charge of 
internal government to Mallck Syef ad Dien Ghoree, he marched to 
Kolaufs, from whence he detached Azim Humaioon, with the troops 
ofBicdcr, towards Golconda, and Sufder IChan, with thofe of Berar, 

, againfi: 
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•agaiiiit wanmkul,-: tdtyards i;^Yllich:ile;^ in.perfon .by regular 

marches. The roy of Teliiigana, difappointed of afliftance from-. 
Dhely, declined engaging the royal army ^ 'and, retiring to the 
woods j fent :fome -Gf -his cliiefs with valuable prefents .to Bahadur 
l<dian> entreating his mterceffioh for peace,, which the ful tan .at 
refufed.. The.roy dienldiipatched one.of his fons to tbe roy.al;:canip, 
with . declarations; of fubihiliion 5 when iMahunimud Shaw, at the 
eameft perfuafions’of liis nobilit)?', cpnfented to agree to fuch terms as 
Bahadur Klian fliould judge eonliftent with, tlie , dignity of his Aate. 
It .was fixed by hirii, .that the:.roy fiiouid prefent to.the.fultafi tliree 
hundred plephantSj : two hundred valuable horfes/ and * thirty three 
lacs of rupees, and diat he'fiiould Gede to him the. ci^ of Golconda 
. , with its,dependancies. i t ,■ e:' n.: .. . : 



j.i iAsflie.fultah' HM been fiear:^ his^army in ' 

the country of Telingana, the f oy was much diftrelTed, and .faw no 
relief, but in fulfilling the conditions. It was agreed- that Mahum- 
-mud Shaw fiioiild . retreat fi:om ' the ; country of^GcDlconda, and that 
Bahadur ;Khanfhould j-emain at Kblaufs, tbrreceive the^ offerings of 
the foyi: ' Mahummud rShaw'-, hawng committed the city of Golcon- 
-da to ,Azim Humaioon, (returned towards, his, capital, , ; From Bieder, , 
' -where ^he lialted three . months, he^ . d nobility and th^^ 


troops, -th^ r ; themfelves" from, their fatigues, into fheii; feveral 
diffridts,. 


: : :When'.the agerits of the’ royacame^to Kqlaufs,; Bahadur Khan 

. - condudted them to -the afuitan ; who, when they had prefented the 
'bfierings agreeably ' to treaty, conferred upon, them rich Idielauts, 
valuable, jewels, and .fine horfes., . Some days after this, the amballa- 
dors ’= reprefented to' B'ahadm that , if his majefty, fixing the 

; ho-undaiies of theift of .their prince, ' would; fign a treaty, binding 
• -his fucceflbrs to prbtedt the roies of Telingaiia, as their, vaffals, they 

'f'- ^ ■- would 

® 330000I. 
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Shaw penetrated his thoughts.! The next "day, he enquired if the 
draft had been fent to the roy, -and being anfwered, not, exclaimed, 
“ Think you a word without meaning could efcape my lips ? I did 
not give the order in intoxication, but ferious deiign.” . Mallek 
Syef ad Dien upon this, affixed the royal feal to the draft, arid dif- 
patched it by exprefs meflengers to the roy of Beejanuggur. The 
roy, haughty and proud of his independance, placed the prefenter of 
the draft on an afs’s back, and, parading him through all the quarters 
of Beejanuggur, fent him back with every mark of contempt and de- 
‘rilion. Healfo gave immediate orders for affembling his troops, and 
prepared to attack the dominions of the houft of Bhamenee. With 
this intent he marched with ,thirty>thoufand horfe, three thoufand 
elephants, and one hundred thoufend foot^ to the vicinity.of the for- 
trefsof* Oodneer foom whence he fent •-detachments to deftroy and 
lay wafte the country of the faithful. ,20 s ^ , 

- Mahummud Shaw, as his troops in Bieder andBerar had. not yet 
refted from the fatigues of a‘ two years campaign, contented himfelf 
svith calling, for the prefent, Khan Mahummud with the ,army from , 
Dowlutabad. He fent his fon, the prince Mujahed Shaw, with a 
fifth part of the plunder of Ydumputtun, to Shekh Mahummud 
-Serauje nd Dien, to be diftributed to iyeds and holy, men, alking their 
prayers for firccefs againft the unbelievers. - He called together all 
. the religious of Koolburga, and, upon a Friday, went, accompanied 
by them, to the grand raofque, where he pronounced, with much 
earneftnefe of heart, a form of invocation for the fuccefs of the army 
of Ulaam. He then fixed upon the ducky, inflant of march, and 
ordered his camp to be pitched without the city. . , 

The roy of Beejanuggur, by this time was, notwithllanding the 
rainy fcafon and inundation of the KiAna, arrived before the fortrefs 
of Mudkul, to which he laid liege with much vigour. The gar- 

rifon, 

• Korr called Adoni, alfo Imtiauz Ghur, now poflefled by TippooSaheb, ^ 
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rifon, confifb'ng of fix Inmdrcd men, of.ipprovcd valour, left nothing 
undone for the defence of the place ; but the governor, a relation of 
Mallck Sycf ad Dicn Ghorcc, having iinpofcd fomc feverities on the 
troop?, dtiafiedion arofe aniojig them, and the oHiccr? grew neglcdful 
of their duty. In confcqucnce, the fort fell into the hands of the 
enemy, who, with a rancorous cruelty, put juen, women, and child- 
ren to the fword, without fparing any. One man only cfcapcd ; v/ho 
brought intelligence of the caj^turc to the fultan. 

Mahummiid Shaw, on hearing it, was felxcd with a tranfpoit of 
grief and nigc, in which he commanded the unfortunate meflenger 
to be inftantly put to death ; exclaiming, that he never could bear in' 
his prcfcncc, a wretch, who could furvive tJie hght of the flaughter 
of ib many brave companions. The fame day, without waiting for 
the jundlion of his whole army, (in the month of Jemmad al Awul, 
767) he began his march, and took a folcmn oatli, that till he fliould 
have put to death one hundred thoufand infidels, as an expiation for 
the mafiacrc of the faithful, he would never fiicath the fword of 
holy war, nor refrain from flaughter. Wiien he reached the banks 
of the Kiftna, he fworc by tlie power who had created and exalted 
■ him to dominion, that eating or llccp fliould be unlawful for him, 
till he had crofled tliat river in face of tlie enemy, by the blefiing of 
heaven routed their army, and gladdened die fouls of the martyrs of 
Mudkul with the blood of their murderers. He then appointed his 
fon Mujahid Shaw to Juccced him, and Mallek Syef ad Dien regent 
of his kingdom. He refignedall his elephants, except twenty, to the 
prince, gave him his advice, and fent him back to Koolburga. He 
then croffed tlie river,- with nine thoufand chofen horfe, witliout 
delay. 

Thej'oy of Beejanuggur, notwithflanding his vaft army, was fo 
alarmed, that he fent off all his treafure, valuable baggage, and 
elephants towards his capital, intending to engage the next morning, 

E . "or- 
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or retreat, as he Ihould find it advjfeable. The night being Jlormy 
and heavy rain failing, the elephants and other hearts of burthen 
ftuck frequently in the mud, and were not able to advance above 
four miles from the camp. Mahummud Shaw heard^of the enemy’s 
movement during the night, and immediately marched towards them, 
leaving his encampment Handing. Towards the dawn he arrived at 
the roy'S camp, and the alarm being given, fo great was the confii- 
fion, that the infidels fled with the utmoft precipitation towards the 
fortrefs of Oodnee, leaving every thing behind them. Mahummud 
Shaw entered the camp of their market and baggage, putting all to 
death, without any diftlndtion ; and it is faid, that tfie flaughtef 
amounted to leventy thoufand men, women, and children. Accord- 
ing to the Tofet al Sallateen, two thoufand elephants, three hundred 
pieces of cannon, feven hundred Arabian horfes, and a • finghaufen 
fet with jewels, were included in the royal lhare of plunder. The 
reft of the effedls were left to the ofiicers and foldiers. 

Sultan Mahummud, regarding this vlirtory as the omen of others, 
after palling the rains near Mudkul, and being reinforced by Khair 
Mahummud from Dowlutabad, 'marched againft the infidels towards 
Oodnee j in the plains of which, on the banks of the Tummedra, 
the roy of Eeejanuggur had taken up his ftation in his own territories ; 
having given the command of Oodnee to his filler’s fon. Here he 
had collefted a great army, and brought elephants, and all the 
Iplendid infignia of empire, from Beejanuggur. 

Mahummud Shaw, by the advice of Khan Mahummud, did not 
fit down before Oodnee. He colleaed a train of artillery, which, 
till now, had never been employed by the faithful in Dekkaii, of 
which he gave the command to Mukkrib Khan, fon of Sufder Khan 
Syeftaanee, and attached to him a number of Turks and Europeans, 
well acquainted with fireworking. As it was common for bands of 

thieves 


• A later, in form of t griffin or tiger. 
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tilieves to fted into the camp' at night, and murdbr and maim men 
. and horfes, , he commanded ah the :elejp^pts, taken from the roy to be 
fent tp K 6 olburga> defiiing^ A^ to return all their baggage to 

that place,' except what yras abfolutely neceiiary. The artillery was 
placed round the camp, held - together hy ilrong ropes and chains 
, , every night, and regular patroles and rounds obferyed.' 

' in a jfhort-time the fultan crofTed the Tummedra, and entered the 
domains of Beejaiiuggur ; which were now, for the firil: time, in- 
vaded by-a Mahummedan fovereign in perfon* - Roy Ithhen Roy, on 
feceivmg the intelligence,-^ called together all the fiiR nobles of his 
court, -arid cOnfulted on the heft mode of oppoling the muiTulmauns.^ 
It was' agreed, that Hoj e Mill, a . maternal relation to the roy, and 
oofnniahder of his armies, diould have the cotidud: of the war. -Hoje 
Mul, vain to excels, on receiying his command, alked the roy if he 
lliouid bring the prince of the mullulmauns alive a" prifoner into his 
prefence, or prefent him only his head, upon a fpear. -Killien Roy 
replied, thaf a living enemy, in any htuation, was not -agreeable, 
therefore, he had better put him to death as foori as he Ihould'take 
hirn. Hdje Muli having received liis difmiffion', marched, to oppbfe 
Mahummud ShaWj , with forty thoufand'horfe and five hundred thou- 
fand footv He comnianded yhe bramins to deliver, every day, to the 

- troops, difcourfes on the me'ritorioufnefs of llaughtering the mahum- 
m.edans, in order 'to' excite zeal for expelling them. He ordered 

- them to defcribe the butchery of “ cows, 'the infults to facred images, 

- and dellroying of temples, pradlifed by the true believers. - 

.. ; Mahummud Shaw, when the enemy arrived within fifteen cols of 

his camp, commanded his general, Klian Mahummud, to mufier 
the troops 5 who were jfound to be fifteen thoufand horfe and fifty 
thoufand foot. ' Ten' thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot, witli 
all the artillery, he advanced under Khan Mahummud Klian. On 

E 2 the, 

“ They are regarded as facred by the Hindoos. 
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the fourteenth of Zeekaud the armies of light and darknefs met. 
From the dawn till four in the afternoon, like the waves of the 
ocean, they continued in warm conflift with each other, and great 
numbers were flain on both fides. Moofeh Khan, and Eeefeh Khan, 
who commanded the right and left wings of Khan Mahummud’s 
line, drank the Iherbet of martyrdom, and their troops broke ; which 
misfortune had nearly given a fatal blow to the army of Iflaam. At 
this inllant Mahummud Shaw appeared, with three thoufand frelh 
horfe. This reftored the fpirits of Khan Mahummud, as alfo of the 
difordered troops, who rallied and, joined him, Mukkrib Khan, 
advancing with the artilleiy, was not wanting in execution, greatly 
difordering the enemy’s horfe and foot. He alked leave to charge, 
and complete the rout. Ivhan Mahummud, upon this, detached a 
number of the nobility to fupport him, and permitted him to ad- 
vance ; which he did tvith fuch rapidity, that the infidels had no 
time to ufe fireworks, but came to Ihort weapons, as fwords and 
daggers. At this time, an elephant, named ‘ Sheer Shikar, belong- 
ing to Khan Mahummud, refiifed the guidance of his driver, and 
rufhed into the center of the enemy’s line, where he was ftopped by 
the elephants of Hoje Mul Roy, and his driver was killed. Khan 
Mahummud, with five hundred horfe, followed, and the elephant 
becoming unruly, turned upon the enemy, throwing their ranks 
into confhfion. Hoje Mul Roy, after receiving a mortal wound, 
fled, and his followers no longer made refiftance. The infidels, 
feeing their center broke, fled on all fides. The fcymetars of the 
faithful were not yet flieathed from flaughter, when the royal urn- 
brclla appeared. The fultan gave orders to renew the maflacre of 
the unbelievers. They were executed with fuch ftrianefs, that 
pregnant women, and even children at the breaft, did not efcape 
the fw ord.‘ ^ 


Mahummud 


* The tiger hunter. 

‘ It mey not be unnecclliry here to mention, that 
Jtmaici accompany an Indian army. 


the wives of foldicrs and other 
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, Mahummud . ,5haw halted a week on the field, aiid difpatched 
accounts of his vidtory to his own dominions. In .performance of 
his vow of maflacre, he next marched towards the camp of Kifiien 
Roy, who, thinking himfelf unable fo oppofe, notwithftanding his 
numerojLis force, fled to the woods and mountains for fhelter. The 
fultan followed him from place to place for three months, putting to 
death all who came in his way, without diflindtion.- At length 
Kiflien Roy took the road of Beejanuggur, his capital. The fultan 
purfiling, jfoon arrived with his army near the city. The infidels in 
^e night hovered round the camp, giving abufive language, but not 
daring to attack. At the end of a month, the fultan, finding it im- 
poflible to take the city, or draw the enemy out of their works to 
engage, pretended .violent illnefs, and gave orders to retreat j which 
were put info execution. The army having moved, ICiflien Rdy 
with his troops, folio wed from the city, conftantly hovering on all 
fides, fhouting, and crying, Your king is dead; the prayers of 
our bramins have been accepted, and we will not fuffer a Angle 
“ man of you to efcape to his. own country.” In this manner the 
army crolTed the Tummedra, followed on* every fide by the .enemy. 
At length, ,the fultan entered a fpacious plain, where he eommanded 
a halt ; and Kifhen ,Roy alfo encamped at no great diftance. Ma- 
•hummud Shaw, now finding opportunity convenient to his wifhes, 
thought proper to give a general audience, that the fufpicions of his 
indifpofition might be removed from the troops, who were fome- ^ 
what diljpirited, being all, except a few confidential officers, unac- 
quainted with the fliratagem. He retired early, under pretence of 
weaknefs, and-calling the principal nobility into privacy, command- 
ed them to arm their troops, and wait his orders at a certain place, 
to which, about midnight, he repaired armed ; and after forming the 
troops into various parties, proceeded to furprife the eneniy. 

Kifhen Roy and his officers had pafled the night in drinking, and 
the amufement of dancing girls and fingers. . They were fatigued 

witla 
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with ple'afure, .and drowned in lleep ; from which thfey were' 
awakened in the dawn of morning, by the groans of the dying, and 
the' Iho'uts of the faithful warriors piercing the heavens. Kiflien 
Roy,' finding it vain to keep any order among his aflrighted troops, 
■fled with his people in diihonour ; and did not draw back his reins, 
tiUhe reached his capital ofBeejanuggur. 

Mahummud Shaw acquired immenfe treafures from the plunder 
of the camp. About ten thoufand of the enemy were ilain in the 
purfuit i but this did not fatisfy the rage of the fultan, who com- 
manded the inhabitants ' of every place round Beejanuggur to be 
maflacred without mercy. The bramins and principal Hindoo 
officers,' feeing fuch devaftation, '.role againlt KJlhen Roy, com- 
plaining that his reign was inaufpicious over them, that their honour 
was loft, ten thoufand bramins had been flain, and not a remnant of 
population would be 'left. Kilhen Roy replied, that he had done 
nothing without their advice, but that he had no power to controul 
fate, and was ready to accede to whatever they advifed. Upon 
which they defired him to make peace, as his father had done with 
the mufluhnauns, and endeavour to appeafe them. Kilhen Roy ac- 
cordingly difpatched ambalTadors to the fultan, confeffing his errors, 
and entreating pardon and peace j but was refiifed by Mahummud 
Shaw. ^ ' 

At this time, a favourite remarked to tlie fultan, that he had 
only fworn to flaughter one hundred thoufand Hindoos, and not 
totally to deftroy their race. The fultan replied, that though twice 
the number of his tow might have been Ilain, yet till the roy Ihould 
fubmit, and fatisfy the muficlans, he would not pardon him, or 
fparc the lives of his fubjedls. To this, the ambalTadors, who had 
full powers, immediately agreed, and the money was paid at the in- 
ft.int. Mahummud Shaw tlien faid, •• Praife be to God, that what 

“ I ordered 
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•ed JiUs been pei^omied. I would not let light word be ' 
! recorded of me in- the pages of time.” . . / . 

. - The ambaffadors,, feeing . the fultan pleafed/ bowed theit fore- 
heads to the ground, and befought him to hear from them a few 
words; Beiiig permitted to fpeak,' tliey obferved,, that no religion ' 
commanded to punidi the innocent for the crimes of the guilty, but 
particularly helplefs -women and children ; if Kidien^ Roy had. been 
faulty, the poor and wretched had not been partakers in his crimes. 
]\^ahummud Shaw replied, that the- decrees of providence had fo 
ordered, and tliat he had no power to alter. them. The 'ambalTadors 
' then faid, * that as the. Beftower of kingdoms had conferred' upon him’ 
tlie" regions of Dekkan, it was. probable that his fuccedbrs and the 
princes ' of Carnatic might .long remain neighbours to each , other,- 
;Cvhich - made ' it advifeable, to ' avoid : cruelties^ in : future : quarrels, 
that' a treaty dliould be made, not to flaughter;, the helplefs and wretch- 
ed inhabitants. Mahummud Shaw was ftruck by tlaeir remarks, and', 
took an oath, that he would not in future put to death a hngle enemy 
after vidtory, and would bind his fucceflbrs to' bbferve the ' fame 
lenity:.: From that time bo this, it has been the general; cuftom in 
Dekkan to fpare the lives of prifoners; in war, ' and nbt 'to ' fhed the 
blood of am enemy’s unarmed fubjedls. Mahummud- Shaw^ after; he 
.. had received fatisfadlion in all, his demands, returned- with his vie-: 
tbrious army to Koblburga. .. He, on way, yilited ; Shekh Seraaje 
ad Dion, ■ to w^hofei prayers,., ^and tHe= charities feht to Mecca: with his' ^ 
mother, he attributed all his fuccedes over the HindoOs. - ; . : ; 1 ^ 

Mahummud ,Shaw had not remained above five days at his 
capital, :;when he: was. obliged to; advance the royal ftandard towards . 

■ ;v' Dowlutabad.. ■ 

: a It might have been fp when Feri hi ta wrote, but modern warriors have too often . 
ftained their vidories, with uhnecefiary flaughteri especially Tippob SaHeb j ,k>r yp.hlfh 
he ha's been punifhed by bur arms, in fpite of the pity of fome Britons, in oppolitidn, 
who feern to have had more falfe compaflibh'for him, than true for their own unfor-.. 
tUnate countrymen, made captives in. defending the glory of England, / • • ' . 
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Dowlutabad; a rebellion having broken out in that quarter.- When 
the fultan, pretending illnefs, had retreafed from Beejanuggur, and' 
was hemmed in on all fides by the enemy, a report of his death cir- 
culated through every part of his dominions, and feveral adven- 
turers took the opportunity of exciting difturbances. Among the’ 
number was Bahram Khan Mazinderanee, whom the late fultan had 
honoured with the appellation of fon. Finding the country of Dow- 
lutabad empty of troops, he, by the advice of Geodeo * Mharatta,- 
chief^of the Naiks, fet up the ftandard of rebellion, and fome 
of the chiefs of Eerar fecretly fent troops to aflift him, as alfo 
the raja of ‘ Buggellana. Elevated by -his fuccefsful beginning, 
he appropriated to his own ule fome years revenues of Mheerut and 
Berar, which fultan Mahummud Shaw had depofited in the fortrels 
of Dowlutabad, with which he levied troops. Moll of the towns 
and diftrifts of Mheerut fell into his hands. Thefe he divided among 
his adherents, who, in a little time, amounted to nearly ten thoufand 
horfe and foot. ' 

Mahummud Shaw received intelligence of the rebellion foon after 
his return to Beejanuggur, and wrote to him, that 'as he fuppofed 
the report of his death, with the temptitions of ill-difpofcd perfons, 
had alone led him to be guilty of liich daring offences, if he would 
now repent and return to obedience, he would elleem him and his 
adherents as formerly, and forget their crimes. This letter he font 
by Sycd Jellall ad Dien and Shaw,Mallek, two principal fervants of 
his court. ■ I 

Bahram 

• From iHs it appears, that the term Mharatta is of very ancient ufe, and not 
introduced, as fuppofed by fame, on the family of Sewajee Bhofelah ^obtaining potter 
in Dehkan. Feriihta often mentions the Mharattas, as inhabitants of the province of 
Mheerut, or Mharat, dependant on the government of Dotviutabad, from the earlieif 
part of his hiHory. T he Bhofclah family are defeendants of the ranas of Odipone, and 
did not enter Dekkan til! centuries after the rebellion here mentioned fell out. 

^ A trail in Dckkatt, extending from the river Taply, on the frontier of Guxarat, 
loPoonah. 
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' Bahrain Khan/ ‘ upon ' receipt of the • fultan’s ; orders, confulted 
with Geodeo.' That chief' obferved, that Mahummud Shaw was 
haughty,- and jealous of authority^ fo that, after having offended him 
by fuch adts of difobedience, it was by no means prudent to rely on 
his mercy 5 therefore, as they pofleffed fuch a fortrefs as Dowlutabad,' 
and the raja of-Buggellana and chiefs of Berar were in their intereft, 
it was fafer not to flop,' but take every rneafure to.bring their defigns 
'.to a fuccefsful; cohelufion, by - rendering themfelves independant. 
Bahrarn by the fpecious inftigations' of Geodeo, attended not 

to the fuitan’s admonitions, but encreafed; his preparations for refifl- 
ance. Syed jellall ad Dien and. Shaw Mailek returned to the fultan, 
and laid before- him die obflinate , and -infolent behaviour of the 
bebei. " b b' 

' Adahummud Shaw became Med^.W rage at this reiterated dif- 
refpea:, and, upon return from. Beejanuggur to Koolburga, dif- 
patched Mufhud All Khan Mahummud with the bulk of his army, 
intending to follow himfelf fhortly after;^ -and enjoy the amufernent of 
hunting on his -march; Bahram Khan, with Geodeo and many of- 
, the chieft of i Berar and Buggeilana, ..moved' to Buttun.; where, 
opening the hand nf liberality, they collected a great croud .of needy 
adyenturers, eager ef opportunity.. Mufnud Ali, who was a veteran 
of much experience and tried abilities, : not thinking it advifeable to 
engage haftrly, halted at Seugaum. Bahrarn JClian made .an . attempt 
-to furprizd his camp3 but, finding -the- royalifts on their guard, .re- 
treated without effefting his delign. Mufnud Ali, from this, pene- 
•trated the inability of the enemy,- and -marched againil: them. _ At 
the fame time he difpatched, accounts of his -defign to Mahummud 
Shaw, theil engaged in the pleafures of the chafe in the hills on his 
■frontiers, informing him, that under the royal aufpices, he fliould on 
fuch a day attack the camp of the rebels.’ ' ' 

; ' F ' . Mahummud 
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' iMahummud Shaw,' upon receipt of the .general’s letter, refolved 
to advance witli his attendants, in all about three, hundred. His 
minifters were alarmed for his fafety, and reprefented, 'that as from 
Mufnud Ah’s difpatches the enemy appeared to be in great force, it 
would be prudent to advance flowly, fo that the nobdity and army 
might be at hand to attack the rebels with the whole of the royal 
power. The fultan allowed the propriety of their reafoning, but laid, 
that it'interfered with his relblution. That as he had, with only a 
thoufand horfe, penetrated the very center of Telingana, and punhhed 
his enemies, alfo, with only nine thoufand horfe, drove the hods pf 
Beejanuggur to the recedes of the hills and woods, and returned fuc- 
cefsful to the extent of his delires, three hundred were fufficient to 
repel rebels. He, immediately after, mounted his favourite deed, 
Shubdeez, and moved with fuch expedition, that he reached Puttun 
at the inftant when Bahram’Khah had drawn Up to engage the rebels. 
The news 'of the fultan’s arrival was loon Ipread abroad, and the raja 
of Buggellana clapping the fpur of flight to his horfe, deferted the 
enemy, and was followed by allhis dependants.. r Bahram Khan and 
Geodeo werfe confounded at the chances ofjfortune. IVithout 
attempting to oppofe, or drawing a Angle bow on the royalills, they 
fled from the field, and polled with confufed expedition to feek 
flielter in the fortrels of Dowlutabad. Mahummud Shaw, while the 
troops were plundering the rebel’s camp, arrived with feventy fol- 
lowers and forac elephants, and, at the requeft of Khaq Maliummud, 
encamped on the field till tlie next day. He conferred his approba- 
tion, with marks of honour, on the troops. In the morning he 
moved with fuch rapidity, that^ before evening he arrived before 
Dowlutabad, and took meafurcs for commencing die liege. 

Baliram Klian and ^Geodeo now awoke from their dream of 
pride, and were at a lofs how to aft. During the night they 
quitted the fort, and coming to the houfe of flickh Bin ad Dien, 
befought his advice, whether to maintain the fort againll tlie fultan, 

or 
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'or fly. The fliekh replied, 'that as they had fought an afylum from 
him, he would give them fincerely fuch counfel as tended to their 
welfare. He faid, that retiring to the fortrefs, and fhutting them- 
felves up, ^vas far -from prudent ; that they had better take their 
wives and children by the hand, and,jdifregarding tlieir eftedts, 
make their efcapc, while they had it in their power, to Guzarat. 
They complied witli his advice, and fent meflages to their fami- 
lies, defiring tliem to repair to the fhekh’s without delay. The 
women, who had previoufly received hints of the defign, brought 
witlx them horfes, and necefiaries for flight. The fliekh, fpreading 
. his hands over die heads of Baliram Khan and Geodeo, defired them 
, to depart, faying, that by the bleffing of God they’- would be fafe ; 
, after which they haftened towards Guzarat. 

■* w 

, " Mahummud Shaw, in the morning hearing of their efcape, 

, .purfued diem with four hundred horfe ; but, not overtaking ^ the 
fugitives, returned in high wrath to Dowlutabad againft fliekh Ein 
ad Dien, with whom he was before diflatisfied on the following 
account. Sultan Mahummud had -demanded a declaration of alle-^ 
giance from all die religious of his kingdom, who had univerfally 
made" it, except the fliekh, who refufed, becaufe the. king drank 
^ v/ine, and was guilty of fome errors repugnant to the divine law. 
The fultan now fent a meflenger to order him to Jiis prefence, and 
perform his allegiance, or give an affurance under his own liaiid, of ^ 
' his aflent. . The fhekh wrote in reply, that once a fcholar, a “ fyed, 

' and- a- profiitute were taken prifoners together by infidels, who 
promifed to give them quarter, if they would fall proflrate before 
their idols ; or if not, put them to inftaht death. The fcholar agree- 
ably to the cafuiftry of mental refervation, performed^ the ceremony,, 
and the fyed followed his example^ When it came to the turn of 
the proflitute, flie faid, I have been all my life committing crimes, 
and am neither a fcholar nor a. fyed to atone for this fin by my other 

, F 2 ' virtues. 

“ Dcfcendant'of Mahummud, 
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virtues. She refufed to proftrate, and was put to death. ’The Ihekh 
obferved, that his cafe was like her’s, that he was refigned to' the 
fultan’s refentment, but would neither come into his prefence, nor 
take oaths of allegiance. Mahummud Shaw was enraged, and com- 
manded him to quit the city. The fliekh obeyed immediately - and 
repaired to the tomb of ‘ Ihekh Boorahan ad Dien, upon whii he 
feated himfelf, and exclaimed. Where is the man who will drive 
me from hence? The fultan admiring the refolution of the Ihekh, 
repented of his paffion, and fent the following verfe to him by the* 
fuddur al Ihereef, " I am fubmiffive to thee, be thou fubmiffive to 
" me." 


■^he Ihekh replied, that if fultan MahUmmud " Ghazee would 
like his father, promote the obfervance of religious laws, difcouraee 
vice from his dominions, abftain from drinking wine in pubUck a^d 
permit the judges to execute the laws of the fiith againft criminals 
no one would be dearer to him. He alfo fent the fdloww“e”fe 
written in his own hand: “ WhUe I live I would do nought but 
" good. I can have no views but loyalty and attachment. Even to 
" thofe who have done evil againft me, if in my power, I would 
only do good." Mahummud Shaw was much pleafed with the 

j phazee, given him by the Ihekh, and commanded it to be 
added to his tides.' , m ue 

committed the government of Mheemt to Khan Mahum- 

mahdeS'rr upon his arrival, hetm- 

eni^S if, dominions-to be deftroyed, and 

n^ged carneftly in promoting ftrift obfervance of religious laws 
The banditti of Dekkan. fimous through all countrief for S 

daring 

• A faint much icncrated in Dekkan. 

=imahLtfdlVfo" I' » » aTumed by 

■ lie no, coll .hnOiekh the Thomas a Becke, of Dekkan ! 
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daring robberies on caravans, he determined to root out entirely.- 
For this purpofe,.the royal mandate was illiied^ to the governors of 
all the provinces to ufe the utmoft vigilance in clearing their coun- 
tries of tliieves and highwaymen, by putting all to death without 
diftindiion, and to fend their heads to the capital, as proofs of theii* 
obedience. Such expedition was made ufe of, that in fix or feven 
months there remained not a iign of thefe offenders in his kingdom. 
Near eight thoufand heads were brought to Koolburga from different 
parts, and were piled up in heaps near the city, as examples of the 
royal jufHce. 

V 

/ 

Sultan Mahummud Shaw, who had attended to his internal 
government at the admonitions of fhekh Ein ad Dien, conftantly 
kept up a friendly correfpondence with that venerable perfonage, 
and obferved towards hini great attention and refpelft. The fhekh, 
in his turn, frequently fent exhortations and admonitions, in which 
he did not refrain from delivering his fentiments with honed: freedom. 

As the roies of Beejanuggur'and Telingana, with aU the zemin- 
dars* of Dekkan, were now confined in the path of obedience and 
fubmiflion, and did not negledt to remit their fHpulated tributes, the 
extent -of the kingdom was free from trouble or difdrders. Sultan 
Mahummud Shaw laid afide ideas of further conquefls, and employed 
hlmfelf in promoting the happinefs of his people, and to make his 
territories flourifh. Eveiy year he made a tour of one quarter or 
other of his dominions, attended by the governor of it, who efcorted 
him back to the capital. The excurfion was employed in invefli- • 
gating the date of the provinces, redreffing complaints, forming 
plans of publick utility, and the pleafures of the chafe.’ During the 
reign of ^-Mahummud Shaw all ranks of people repofed on the 
couches of fecurity, and enjoyed the fulnefs of eafe and pleafure. . 
Senfible of the yalue of a juft king, they were grateful and obe- 
dient to his authority, and prayed earneftly for his long reigning over 

them. 
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them. But as the wolf of death, greedy of prey, conftantly feizes a 
freth * Jofeph, and a Jacob becomes plunged in grief, the claws of 
the lavage darted on the vidtim of his life, and on the nineteenth of 
Zeekaud, 776, fnatched him from the abode of this vain world, and 
overwhelmed mortals, like Jacob "for his fon, in lamentations and 
tears for his lofs. He was buned by the fide of his father, and 
“ All is vanity,” was written on his tomb. Happy the reign that 
paired like his, and the king, of whom fuch memorials have remain- 
ed ! He was refpefted in his life, and at his death remembered 
by his virtues. - , , 

' According to tlie Seruaje al Towarekh, fuch great treafures and 
numbers of elephants, as were collefled in the houlehold of Mahum- 
mud Shaw, were never enjoyed by any .other prince of the houfe of 
Bhamenee. In his time, there were belonging to him, of great and 
Imall, male and female, elephants, three thoufand j and in the reign 
of any other fultan, we read of never more than two. The fums 
accumulated by him, according to the fame book, exceeded tliofe , 
acquired by other princes a full half. No prince before him ever fo 
• far reduced the roies and zemindars of Carnatic, from whom he 
wrefted much' of the accumulated riches of feven hundred years. It 
is computed that near five hundred thoufand unbelievers fell by the, 
fwords of hts warriors, in defence of the faith of Illaam ; by which 
the diftfifts of Carnatic were fo laid wafte, that they did not recover 
their natural population for feveral kerruns. Mahummud Shaw 
reigned feventeen years. ' 

• The brothers of Jofeph, agreeably to the Mahummctlan tradition, told Jaeob, 
that he was dedroyed by a wolf. 

^ Kemm is a period of ten years. 
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SULTAN 

t 

MUJAHID SHAW BHAMENEE. 


Sultan Mu jalild Slmw, fonof Mahummud Shaw, by .the daugh- 
ter of Malick Sycf ad Dien Choree, on the deatli of his father fat on 
the tlironc of-Dekkan. He was of great bodily jdrength, tall of 
flature, and in dignity and majefty of afpeeft exceeded all tlie princes 
of his family. He was unrivalled in valour, fortitude, and ilrengtli 
of conilitution. He fpoke the Turkifli language elegantly, and his 
favourite companions were Turks and Perfians. He was fond of. 
archery from liis infancy ; and would converfe of nothing but difeipline 
and arms. While a youth, he broke open the door of his fatherV 
treafury, and taking from it fome bags of gold, divided the whole 
among his play-fellows. The treafurer difeovering tlie theft, in- 
formed Mahummud Shaw } who, enraged at fuch vicious condudt, 
fent Mubarik*, his ’betel carrier, to call the prifice before him. 
Upon his arrival in the prefence, he faw his father angry, and 
gueffed the caufe ; but, unable to excufe himfelf, remained filent, 
though he received from the angry fultan fome fevere flrokes with a 
whip, that drew blood. When he w''as diTmiffed, he went and com- 
plained of Mubarik to his mother ; obferving, that if he h^d inform- 
ed him of the affair, he could have made her his interceffor, or have • 
contrived an excufe to evade going into his father’s prefence, till his 
' paffion was abated. The princefs obferved, that the fervant was not 
4n fault, as obedience to the fultan was his duty. The prince made' 
no reply, and 'took care to ffifle every fign of refentment againft 
Mubarik, to whom he behaved with more attention and kindnefs 

" ' than 

* An aromatic leaf, chewed by the people of India. 
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than he had everlhown before. At’the end of a week, he took an 
opportunity of telling him, with much art, that he had heard-he 
was blelTed with remarkable bodily llrength, and had overcome the 
moft celebrated wrefliers by the force of his grafp, on which account 
he had a defire to try a fall. Mobarik,’ to pleafe the prince, con- 
fented ; and a ftniggle enfued, in which Mujahid Shaw threw him. 
to the ground with fuch force, that in the fall he broke his neck, 
and died immediately. The prince was then in his fourteenth year. 

Mujahid Shaw acceded to the throne in his nineteenth year* 
Immediately upon his acceflion, he made a pilgrimage to Dowluta- 
bad. in order to pay his refpedte at the tomb of Ihekh Boorahan ad 
Dlen j and having chofen Ihekh Zien ad Dien for his fpiritnal direc- 
tor, returned'to his capital. As he was jealous of the power of Khan 
Mahummud, he appointed Azim Humaioon governor of Dowlutabad 
in his room, and recalled him to the prefence. He wrote to Kilhen 
Roy, raja of Beejanuggur, that as fome forts and dillridls, between 
the Kiftnah and Tummedra rivers, were held by them in participa- 
tion, which occalioned conltant dilagreements, he muft for the future 
limit his confines to the Tummedra, and give up all on the eaftern 
fide to him, with the fort of Beekapore, and fome other places. 
Kilhen Roy ‘ anfwered to this demand, that the 'forts of Roijore, . 
Mudkul, and others on the banks of the Killnah, had for ages 
belonged to his family, therefore the fultan would do wifely to fur- 
render them, confine himfelf to the boundary of the Kiftnah, and 
rellore the elephants which fultan Mahummud Shaw had obtained 
from the ill behaviour of his fervants ; by which concellions their 
dil^Ils might be changed into friendihip. 

Mujahid Shaw, on receipt of this infolent anfwer, opened the 
treafures of his father, and made great additions to his army. He 
entrufted the management of civil afiairs to Mallek Syef ad Dien 
Dliorec, and rcfolved to march to Beejanuggur. When the troops 

of 
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of Dowlutabad,' Bieder and Berar were colle<5led, he moved, car- 
rying with him a great treafurc, and five hundred elephants. Hav- 
ing crofledthe iCiflnah and Tummedra, he 'arrived before thefortrefs 
of Oodnee, in flrength unequalled in Dekkan, which he ordered 
Sufder Khan Syefiraanec to befiege with the amiy of Berar, and fent 
the ameer al amfa Bahadur Khan and Azim Humaioon, with their 
troops, onwards. Upon hearing that Kiflicn Roy was encamped on 
tlie bank of the Tummedra, he advanced in perfon towards that 
river, by flow marches, and with great caution. The Hindoo 
prince, on the approach of the advanced army, and tlie motions of 
the fultan, made preparations for an engagement. 

Mujahid Shaw, upon liis march, was informed by fome zemindars, 
of an enormous tiger that daily comrnitted great ravages, infomuch 
'that, as a road lay near his den, many travellers had been killed by 
him, and palTengers had, tlirough dread, now left off going the 
path. Being fond of hunting, he commanded them to condudl him 
to the forefi: near his den, which they did. The fultan forbad any 
perfon entering witliout permiflion, and with feven attendants only on 
foot, advanced into the forefi. 'The tiger foon perceived them, and 
'roaring horribly, flalked towards them. Mujahid Shaw commanded 
his attendants to referve their weapons, and going on fome paces, let 
fly an arrow, which entered the fide of the favage animal, who 
inflantly fell down dead. The fultan declared, that had he mifled 
his aim, it was his refolution to have attacked the tiger with fword 
and dagger. - As it was extraordinary that one arrow only fhould kill' 
liim, he Commanded his attendants to open the body, that he might 
view what entrail had been pierced. This being done, the arrow 
was found fluck into the heart. 

The idolaters ofBeejanuggur, upon hearing of this exploit, were 
flruck with dread. Though they had advanced, refolved to give 
battle, they altered their intentions, and determined now on keeping 

G clofe 
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clofe in the woods, from the cover of which they might annoy the 

auifti r" Secure. With this view Kilhen Roy 

quitted Beejanuggur to his mmifters. and, with his army, entered the 
forefts to the fouth of the city. ‘-merea me 

_ Mujahid Shaw, having heard great praifes of the beauty of the 
city, advanced to Beejanuggur j but thinking it tooftrong to befieae 
at prefent, he moved in purfuit of the enemy in the field. Kilhen 
Boy fled through the woods and hills towards ■ Sect Bunder Ramef- 
far, followed by the fultan, who cut palTages for his cavaliy through 
forells before inacceflible. In this manner the roy fled from place to 
place, for fix months, but never dared to appear without the woods. 
It was in vain that the fivourites of the fultan reprefented the purfuit 
as fi-ultlefs, and deftniaive to the troops. He would not defift At 
laft, his good fortune prevailed. The health of Kilhcn Roy and h 
family became affbaed by the noxious air of the woods, ind thev 
were warned to quit them by the phyficians. Kilhen Roy had enter- 
tained hopes that the fultan would have been taken ill from the un- 
wholefome climate, and, inftead of himfelf, been obliged to retreat' 
Driven by neceflity, he retired by fecret paths to his capital of Bee '. 
pinuggur. The fultan difpatched an army after him; while he 
himfelf, with the ameer al amra Bahadur Khan, and five thoufand 
men, went to amufe himfelf with the fight of Seet Bunda RamelTar. 

by tbe^office''" “f which had been buUt 

temples of Ac idolaters, and laid wafte the country ; after which he 
haftened with all expedition to Beejanuggur. To that city there 

r/difficT'^lTh ^rrow 

, , ® former was lined with ambuflies, he chofe the 

letter; through which he marched with a feledl body trco^, atd 

appeared 

vppofitc lhe mind of Ceylon, and oncemed 
ninooos, as tlic feme of great oiploits of their god Ram. 
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appeared fuddenly in the fuburbs of the . city. Kiflien Roy was' 
aftoniflied at his boldnefs, and fent myriads of his people to defend 
die ilrects. The fiiltan drove them before him, and gained the bank 
of a piece of water, ^^ilich only now divided liim from die citadel, 
in which Kiflicn Roy refidcd. Near this was an eminence, upon 
which flood a temple, covered \sdth plates of gold and filver, fet 
with jewels, much venerated by the Hindoos, and called in the 
language of the country, Puttuk. The fultan, cfleeming the deflruc- 
tion of it as a religious obligation, afeended the hill, and, having 
razed the temple, poflefled himfelf of the precious metals and 
jewels. 

The idolaters, upon feeing dieir objedl of veneration deflroyed, raifed 
dieir flirieks and lamentadons to the fky. They obliged Kiflien Roy to 
head them, and advanced refolutely in aftonifliing numbers. Upon 
which the fultan formed his difpofition. He laid afide his umbrella, 
and with one of his arms-bearers, an Afghaun named Mhamood, eroded 
a'fmall rivulet to obfervc the numbers and motions of tlie infidels. A 
Hindoo, , who knew the fultan from tlie horfe he rode, refolved, by 
revenging the deftrudlion of his gods and country, to gain immortal 
reputation for himfelf. He moved unperceived tlirough the hollows 
and broken ground, along the bank of the rivulet, had gained the ^ 
plain, and was charging towards the fultan on full fpeed, when 
Mujahid Shaw, at a lucky inflant, perceiving him, made a fign to 
Mhamood Afghaun, who without delay charged the Hindoo. Mha- 
mood’s horfe rearing, he fell to the ground. His antagonift, having 
every advantage, was on the point of putting him to death, when 
fultan Mujahid Shaw advanced with the quicknefs of lightning. The 
Hindoo changing his objedl, aimed a heavy flroke at the fultan, 
giving at the fame inftant a fhout of triumph, which made the fpec- 
tators believe his blow was effedlual. Luckily, a helniet of irom 
‘ faved the head of the fultan, who now infli(fted fuch a wound on his 
enemy, that he was divided from the Ihoiilder to the navel, and fell 

G 2 ' dead 
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dead from his horfe j upon which the fultan remounted Mhatnood, 
and joined his army on the other fide of the rivulet, amid the accla- 
mations of his friends and admiration of the enemy, tyho could not 
withhold their applaufe for fuch gallantry and valour. 

' ^ 
Kifhen Roy advancing with his army, the fultan committed his 
right and left wings to the ameer al amra Bahadur Khan and Azim 
Humaioon. Sufder Khan advancing with the fireworks, began the 
attack, and, after much ftruggle and daughter, the enemy were put 
to flight. The conquerors had fcarce repofed from their fatigue, 
when the brother of Kiflien Roy arrived at the city from his govern- 
ment, with a reinforcement of twenty thoufand horfe, and a vaft 
army of foot. Kifhen Roy, having collefled his broken troops, 
marched once more againft the fultan. Great inftances of valour 
were fhewn on both fides, and numberlefs foldiers fell in each army. 
Mukrib Khan, with many principal officers, drank the Iherbet of 
martyrdom. Sultan Mujahid Shaw engaged in perfon in all parts of 
the line. Wherever he charged, the enemy fled before him, like 
flocks of lliecp before the lharp-fanged wolf. He tempered the clay 
with the blood of his enemies.’ Wherever he guided the reins of his 
fable deed, the idolaters were prollrated under his Ipear. 

Daood Khan, who had been left with fix thoufand horfe, and a 
great body of foot, to keep pofieffion of a poll called Dhunna Sodra, 
learning that the engagement had begun at dawn, and that the 
enemy were not yet difperfed ; alfo, that new fuccours were coming 
to them every inflant, was alarmed for the fafety of the fultan. He 
quitted his ftation, and joined the battle, in which he behaved with 
aftonifhing gallantry. lie was three times obliged to difmount, his 
horfes being wounded, and to fight on foot. The fultan, on feeing 
the llandard of Daood Khan, was enraged ; but flifled his difpleafure 
till the gale of viflory had waved the flandards of the fiiithful. He . 
then called Daood Khan before him, gave him a harfh reprimand for 

quitting 
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quitting a flation, fo important, that fhoulcl the enemy gain poffeffioni 
. not a mulTulmaun could make his efcape from the city. 

The fultan now fent a body of troops to fecure the poR, but the 
enemy had taken advantage of Daood.IClran’s abfenee, and obtained 
pofleffion; of which, tlic officers, feeing them too ffirong to be 
attaclced, fent advice to tlie fultan. Mujahid Shaw, who though he 
' had flain forty thoufand of tlie enemy, yet had loft great numbers of 
his own army, did not think proper to remain longer where he was, 
and moved towards Dhunna Sodra. The enemy fled on the fight of 
his ftandards. He then, with a choice body, remained in perfon at 
the entrance of the pafs, until his whole army had crofled in iafety, 
as he judged Kifhen Roy would harafs his .retreat. All, who have 
beheld; this .country acknowledge, that fultan Mujahid Shaw, in this 
expedition, performed an a(ftion fcarcely poffible but from the hand 
of providence, . 

The country of Kurrah, called alfo Carnatic, is in length from 
north to foiith, from the Kiftnah to Seet Bunder Rameflar, “ fix 
hundred cofs, and its breadth from weft to eaft one hundred and fifty, 
along the ftiores of the Indian ocean to: the borders of Telingana. 
The people ipeak, fome the Kuzzi, and fome the Teling language ; 
aiidare fo braver that tliey advance to battle with longs and, dances; 
hut their ardour does not laft for. any time. The country is: full of 
: faflaiefles and woods, - almoft impenetrable to troops. ; , .The princes of 
' the: houfe .oTBhamenee) maintained themfelves by fuperior, valour , 
i-.;; A 'v-A' 

I * Twelve hundred miles; but Ahis muft be, I fancy, an exaggeration. Major Reri- 
-nell, in his Memoir, fays, the Carnatic anciently "comprized all that part of the penin- 
fula foutli of the Goridegama and TuhgBedra riv'ers, -from the coaft of Coromandel 
eaftward, to the Gant mountains weftward,. and was divided into Balia Gaut and 
rPayen Gaut, or the upper and lower Gauts; the former being the wefiern, and 
containing the;diftri£l:s which now compofe the country of Tippoo Saheb; and the 
latter eaftem, or Carnatic, according to, its. :prefent definition, the dominions of .pur 
ally, Mahummud Alee Khan, nabob of Arcot. 


pERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 

onlyj for, in power, wealth, and extent of -country, the roies.of 
Beejanuggur were greatly their fupenors, elpecially in-the time of 
fultan Mujahid Shaw,- when as yet the \yhole of the countiy of 
Telingana had not fallen under the yoke of Bhamenee. The ‘‘tea- 
port of Goa, the fortrefs of * Malgoan, and other places not included 
in Carnatic, belonged to the roy of Beejanuggur,; and many diftrifls , 
of ‘ Tulghaut were in his poffeffion. His country was well peopled, 
and the fubjedls fubmiffive to his authority. The roies of Malabar, 
Ceylon, and other 'iflands and’ countries, kept ambafladors at hfs 
court, and Tent annually rich p'refents. The anceftors ofKitlienRoy 
had lineally pollefled the empire for' feven hundred years ; during 
which, 'being undifturbed by revolutions, and Iparing in expenfe, 
their treafures fo accumulated, as to equal thofe of all the kings of 
the earth. In the time of fultah Alla ad Dien KhUjee, the grand- 
father of KHhen Roy buried his treafures from 'religious motives, and 
a great part fell into the hands of the chiefs of Alla ad Dien, at Sect 
Bunder RamelTar, where they were concealed. 

V o.r > , ‘ 

Sultan Mujahid Shaw, feeing it impoflible at prefent to reduce 
Beejanuggur, moved from the vicinity of it, ,with his captives. 
They amounted to between Sxty and feventy thoufand peribns, moftly 
women; as, in performance of the commands of his father, j he had 
refrained from daughter after the fury of battle. As his troops were 
lying before Oodnee, the fultan marched to that fortrefs, which he 
bcfieged for nine months. A fcarcity of water had nearly reduced the 
garrifon to fubmit, when a heavy fliower of rain foiling, eafed their 
diftrefs, and they continued to hold out. At this time a want of grain 
prevailed in the royal ‘camp, and duxes and cholicky pains carried toff 
.great numbers; fo that the army in general were didatisfied, and 
began to cry loudly for return to their own country. , 

' • * Mallek 

• Thciic are on the Malabar Coall, and, eacept Goa, belonging to the Mharattas. 
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Mallek Syef ad-Dien Glioree, hearing at Koolburga of the un- 
proiniiing ftate of affairs, - petitioned the fultan for' leave to join him 
with his troops, as he had a great delire to view the fortrefs of Ood- 
nee, of --s^hich, he had heard fo ' many wonderful accounts.' The 
fultan having confeiited to his requeft, he marched with great ex- 
pedition,. and foon had ' the honour of killing the border of the royal 
Mufnud. After reconnoitring the fortrefs, he obferved to the fultan 
in private, that the conqueft of fuch a place, which had fifteen forts 
communicating with each other, was not to be> hoped for in a fhort 
time } that, preparatory to it, the forts between the rivers, from Goa 
to Malgoan and Beekapdre, fliould firfi: be taken. Mujahid Shaw- 
upon this confented to retreat,- and, through Mallek Syef ad Dien 
Ghoree, a peace keiiig concluded with the rdy of Beejanuggur, the 
fultan moved towards^ his ' own ddniinions, fending the minifter on 
before him to Koolburga., " , ■ ^ *,• 

• When the royal army had' eroded the Tummedra, ’ and arrived 
near the fortrefs of Mudkub the fultan - with' fome favourites, the _ 
companions of His pleafures, went to take the amufement of hunting, 
attended' only by four hundred horfe. Aniong the number were 
■Dadod Khan, Sufder Khan Syeftaanee, and Azim -Humaioon.' ' He 
generally hunted all day, and palTed tlie night wherever overtaken by 
the.darknefs. ' ' 

. * * * 

Daood Klian, who could not bropk the reprimand given him at 
Beejanuggur for quitting his poll:, and alfo had a view to the throne, 
had lecretly plotted the afiafiination of the fultan. He was joined in 
this conlpiracy by 'Khan Mahummud and Mufaood Khan ; the 
former of whom was dilgufied at having been removed from tlie 
government of ,Dowlutabad, and the preference fho\Vn by the fultan 
to his rival Azim Humaioon; The latter had a defire to revenge the 
death of -his father Mubarik Khan, betel-bearer to the late fultan. 
The traitors waited impatiently for an opportunity to execute their 

defign, 
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defign, but, fuch was the vigilance of Sufder Khan and Azim Hu- 
maioon, that as yet none had offered. But, as the pen of providence 
had figned the decree, fultan Mujahid Shaw one day diftnifredliis 
tvv'o faithful amras, againft their eamell and importunate requells, 
to their governments, and moved with his remaining attendants 
towards his capital. Arriving 'at the bank of a river, he halted to 
amufe himfelf with fifhing, but was fuddenly feized with a pain in 
his eyes. He retired to fleep in a tent, which was guarded by the 
confpirators. 

About midnight, Daood Khan, leaving Khan Mahummud and 
his.fbllowers to watch without, entered the fultan*s tent, with Mufa- 
ood Khan, and two other perfons. The fultan was faft afleep, and 
an-Abyflinian Have only was prefent, employed in ’rubbing his 
feet. He raifed a cry of alarm on feeing Daood Khan with a naked 
dagger in his hand. The fultan ftarted, but could not open his eyes, 
they being glued together from his diforder. Daood Khan rufliing 
upon him, plunged the dagger into his belly. The fultan in agony 
feized the aflaffin by the hand in which he held the dagger, and 
flruggled with him. The Have, though unarmed, attacked Mufaood 
Khan, who flruck him dead with one blow of his fabre ; and inflidl- 
-ed another on the fultan with fuch effedt, that he expired imme- 
diately. Fortune eredls palaces for the body, and then hurls it from 
the throne to the coffin. The world has beheld numerous events like 
this ; it was not the firll treachery of time. She places crowns of gold 
on the head of one, and religns another to the dark grave. 

Daood Klian, rifing from his murdered fovereign, went out of 
the tent, and the fame day called together the nobility and their Ions 
tvho were prefent, to acknowledge him as fovereign. As he was 
heir to the crown, Mujahid Shaw having no children, they agreed 
to his demands widi refignation, and were gratified with honours and 
employments. In the morning he dlfpatchcd his nephew’s body to 

Koolburga ; 


• In tlic call this is commonly ufed to promote circulation. 
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Koolburgaj and, after halting two' or three days,,fet out for that ' 
capital himfelf, in great pomp and magnificence, being joined by the - 
royal army. - ' 

The death of fviltan Mujahid Shaw happened in the night of the 
feventeenth of Zeehidge', 779, after a reign of not quite three years. A. D. « 
The hiftory of Hajee Mahummud Candaharee relates, that he 
received his laft wound from the fon of Mubkrik, the betel-bearer* 

God knows the truth. 


H 


SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

^ ' n 

•DAOOD SHAW BHAMENEE. ' 


The hiftorlans of Dekkan relate, that when the news of fultan 
Mujahid Shaw’s aflaffinadon was fpread abroad, diffention awoke in 
every quarter. Sufder Khan and Azim Humaioon, who had reached 
Beejapore, entering into alliance with each other, (Repaired to Kool- 
burga 5 and, having vifited the murdered prince’s body, they retired 
towards Elichpore and Dowlutabad, carrying with them all the royal 
elephants and horfes that were ftationed at Beejapore. They wrote 
to Daood Shaw, that they 'Were only retiring to their diftrifts to 
' refrefh their troops, and Ihould wait {or his gracious encouragement 
with impatience ■, but whenever he Ihould give them orders to repair 
to his prefence, they would haften to court without delay. The 
army of the roy of Beejanuggur, upon intelligence of the death of the 
fultan, made great rejoicings ; and overrunning the country as far as 
the Kiftnah, fat down before the fbrtrefs of Roijore. The inhabit- 
ants of Koolburga became divided into two parties ; one defirous of 
tlie authority of Daood Shaw, and the other of that of Mhamood 
Khan, the youngeft fon of fultan Alla ad Dien. This prince had 
lived confined in the citadel fince the acceffion of Mujahid Shaw. 

Mallek Syef ad Dien Choree oblert'cd to the nobility, that fac- 
tions could only occafion the ruin of the Hate, therefore, it was pra- 

dent 


* A younger fon of the fulisn Alla ad Dien IIoulTunKangohBhamcnec. 



de'nt liiiGe Daood SHaw'liad-ai^^^ bfowil on his headj tO ’ 

- obey him, and avoid 'a civil wat’. As Maliek Syef ad Dien was the 
‘ hrll minifter and prime fupporter of the houfe of Bhamenee, the 
officers „arid people of the capital agreed to follow his advice ^ as did 
alfo all the ladies! of the harani^ except the lifter of the late fultan, 
and grand-daughter, by the mothe/s lidej to the minifter himfelf. 

She rebuked him .for his condubl, and entreated him to change it, 
but without effebt. . .. 

Maliek Syef ad' Dien read the khootbah in tlie name of^ Daood 
Shaw, and went to meet him, attended by all the nobles, divines,' 
and relpedlable perlbns of Koolburga. He condu(Sted the fultan in 
great pomp to the city, where he afcended the throne Firozeh. 

Daood Shaw, at the requeft, of the minifter, permitted him to retire, 
from his office, , and took the direction of affairs into his own hands. 

‘ He was obeyed hj all the nobility, fo that his authority feemed fully 
eftablilhed. The lifter of Mujahid Shaw, ^ Rhuperwer Ageh, 
however,' ffill refufed to acknowledge his authority, though Daood 
Shaw ufed every means to gain her aftent; but Ihe refufed to give 
any anfwers to his meffengers. As Ihe had great influence in the 
haram, of which Ihe wa!s regarded as chief lince the death, of Ma~' 
humrnud Shaw> the fultan did not chule to a£t towards her otherwife 
than with attention and relpedt. At length the princefs prevailed, 
upon a young man of great valour, who Had ftpod high in the efteem 
and favpur of Mujahid Shaw, by facrilicing his own life,, fo revenge. 

the blood of his patron. • 

* . ' . . ' ' ' ' 

On the' twenty lirft of Mohirrim, 780.,. Daood Shaw, attended . A. D. 13 
by Khan Mahummud/ going to offer his devotions at the great 
mofque of Koolburga, was followed by the aflaffin, who placed 
himfelf at' prayers behind, him.. While the king was pr6ftrate in 

...Hz prayer,. 

Refrefher of the foul.. 
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prayer, he drew his fahre, and, before the attendants were aware of 
his delign, wounded him in fuch a manner, that he died inftantly. 
Khan Mahummud, feeing the fultan dead, let not the murderer 
make his elcape from the mofque ; but, with a ftroke, feparated his 
head from the body. Daood Shaw reigned only one month and 
five days. 


SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

“MHAMOOD BHAMENEE. 


Upon the death of Daood Shaw,' Mtdhud Alee IChan Mahummud 
refolved to place on the throne his fon Mahummud Sunjer, then in 
his ninth year. For this purpofe, having colledted his dependants, he 
repaired to the palace. Rhuperwer Ageh, being informed of his 
delign, fliut the gates, vowing that the fon of a ti-aitor, who had 
aflailinated his fovereign and her brother, fhould no^ be fultan while 
the had life. At the fame time file declared Mham'ood, the youngelt 
fon of fultaii Alla ad Dien, polTelTor of the throne. 


As Mahummud Sunjer was in the palace, and in the power of 
the princefs, Khan Mahummud was diftrehed how to adt. Going to 
the Houfe of Syef ad Dien Ghoree, he endeavoured to prevail upon 
him to join his party, but received for anfwer, that as Mahummud 
Sunjer and fultan Mhamood were both in the hands of Rhuperwer 
Ageh, he thought it advifeable to avoid contentions, and leave the 
choice of a prince in her hands. Khan Mahummud, as he knew 
both the nobles and the people, rnullulmauns and Hindoos, would 
be guided by the advice of Mallek Syef ad Dien, fubmitted to his 
arbitration, and accompanied him to the palace. The princefs, after 
much perfuafion, having blinded Mahummud Sunjer to prevent all 
attempts in his favour, ' witli the concurrence of the miniilers and 
nobility, placed Mliamood on the throne Firozeh. 

Sultan 


“ A younger fon of fultan Alla ad Dien. 
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. Sultan Mhamood was a prince of fvveet difpofition, humane, vir- 
tuous, and juft. He had a penetrating^judgment in all affairs of ftate. 
In the beginning of his reign he confined Khan_ Mahummud in the 
fort of Saugher, regarding him as a fower of feditions ; and he died, 
not long after, in his prifon. He commanded Mulaood, who had 
affifted in the murder of Mujahid Shaw, to be impaled alive. 
Mallek Syef ad Dien Ghoree was prevailed upon, with much entreaty 
and encouragement, to re-accept the honours of prime minifter and 
governor of the capital. The fultan engaged in no affairs without 
his advice. This caution proved fortunate j for, during his reign, no ^ 
difturbances happened in the .empire, nor was there any relaxation of, 
the order and mconomy of government. 

Bahadur Khan, Sufder Khan, and Azim Humaioon, haftened 
with the expedition of obedient fubmiffion to the capital where 
they vowed their allegiance, and made proper offerings of congratu- 
lation. The roy of Beejanuggur railed the fiege ofdloijore, out of 
relpeft to the fultan, and agreed to pay him the tribute ftipulated in 
the reign of fultan Mahummud Shaw Ghazee. 

Sultan Mhamood had a tafte for poetry, and wrote elegant verfes 
himfelf. He fpokc fluently the PerCan and Arabic languages. When 
profperous events occurred, he was not intoxicated with joy, nor im- 
merfed in grief at the attacks of misfortunei He never cohabited 
but with one wife, and paid great regard to the opinions of divines, 

I of whofe company he was very fond. In his reign, the poets of 
Arabia and Perfia reforted to Dekkan, and were bcnefitted by the 
gracious flow of the flream of liberality. Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo, 
who prefidcd on the feat of juftice, once prefenting him with an ode, 
was rewarded with a thoufand pieces of gold, and permitted to retire, 
covered with honours, to his own country-. The fame of the fultan's 
affability, judgment, and munificence, fpread fo wide, that tlie 
celebrated poet of Shiraz, Khaitjeh Hafiz, determined to vifit Dekkan j 
• but 
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But was prevented by a train of accidents, which, with Ae caufe of - 

his intention, are thus related. 

* ' . ' 

• Meer Fyez Oollah Anjoo fent this famous poet a prefent with a 
letter, intimating, that if he would confer honour on the fultan's 
dominions by his approach, and make Dekkan the envy of paradife 
by his bounty-fliedding prefence, the inhabitants would value pro- 
perly fuch an honour, and have him conducted back to' Shiraz, 
snriched to the, height 6f his defires. The poet, from the kind- 
uefs and aflurances of Fyez PoUah Anjoo, became ardently defii'ous 
of vifiting Dekkan, , He difpofed of the gifts fent him among his 
relations and creditors 5 and, departing from Shiraz, arrived fafely at 
* Lar. Here he aflifted a friend,- who had been robbed, with^great 
part of his ready money. From Lar he was accompanied to Ormus, 
by Khaujeh Zien al Ab ad Dien Hammadanee, and KhaujehMahum- 
mud Gazfoonee, who were alfo going to vifit' Hindooflan. With 
them he took dripping in one of the royal veffels, that had arrived at 
Ormus from Dekkan j but he had not Weighed anchor, when a dorm 
arofe, and the fea 'became very rough. Hafiz repented of his jour- 
ney 3 and, pretending that he had forgotten to take leave of forhe of 
his friends at Ormus, left the fhip. Having written the following ode, 
he entrufled it 'to be given to Fyez Oollah Anjoo jf after which he 
returned to Shiraz. ' 

ODE. 

The breeze of my garden is not to be purchafed by dre poffef- 
fion of the world. 

My companions rebuked me, and faid. Quit this fpot. What 
** whim hath pofleffed thee, that dry cell is not to be valued ? 

• - Yonder 


® A port in the Perlian gulph. 
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royal camp with great fuccels, till he was wounded in the hand' by 
Mahummud Kalkpaharee ; whom he in turn difabled, but his 
troops fled. He would not then quit his horfe; and, his father com- 
ing to his affiftance, "renewed the light till night, whfen darknefs put 
an end to contention. The two brothers, contrary to their cuftom, 
paired this night on the edge of the ditch without the fort, unmind- 
ful of the treachery of fortune. A number of the garrifon, in league 
with the royalifts, took diis opportunity of writing to EufulF Azdir, 
the general, that the brothers were without the fort, and offering, if 
he would fend a chofdn band, to admit them by a wicket, and put to 
death the chief rebel Baha ad Dieh. ^ Eufuff Azdir having fclefled a 
number of refolute foldiers, commanded them, if the head of Baha ad 
Dien Ihouldbe fent them by the garrifon, to enter and take poffeffion j 
otherwife, to defift and return to camp. When they arrived at the 
place of appointment, their friends within threw over to them their 
chief’s head, which fatisfied their doubts j and, entering the fort, they 
founded the march of vidtory. At this fignal, the brothers were 
attacked by the royalifts without. Seeing no road of efcape, they 
chofc to die lighting delperately, with moft of their followers. After 
performing wonderful adts of valour, they quaffed the Iherbet of 
annihilation. This was the firft and laft time, in which the fword 
of punilhment was drawn from the fcabbard during the reign of 
Mhamood Shaw. 

The fultan, not long after this vidtory, on the twenty firft of 
)6. Rcjib, 799, died of a putrid fever 5 and the next day Mallek Syef ad 
Dien Ghorce, the cKef prop of the houfe of Bhamenee, after hav- 
ing trod the path of life for one hundred and feven years, placed the 
feel of lading filence upon his lips. He was buried, agreeably to his 
will, in the court of the tomb of fultan Alla ad Dien Houffun 
Kangoh Bhamenee, and over his grave was laid a great terrace of 
ftonc. 


It 



: ; FERISHTAV 

' It is recorded, that fultan M was fo fbrid: a promoter of 

the laws, that np- negled:s were fuffered by him in the fmalleft point. 
A woman, convidtedofthe crime' of adultery was once brought to the 
court of juftice to receive the punifhmeht of the law. The judge made 
fome enquiries why -Ihe had been guilty of fo great a crime. She re- 
plied, I knew not, O judge, that the adt was unlawful j but believed, 
‘' that as one man might have four women> T might be indulged, 
" with equal propriety, with four men 3 but, , as I am now informed 
“ I was guilty of error, I will not olFend by repetition.of the crirne.’* 
The judge was perplexed at her anfwer, and ihe efcaped, by her 
wit, tihe punifhment inflidted by the law on adultery. Sultan Mha- 
mood reigned nineteen years^ nine months and twenty four days. . 
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' ■ SULTAN 

“ GHEAUS AD DIEN BFIAMENEE. 


' > ’ t 

"W^ HEN the kingdom of Dekkan was deprived of the virtuous and 
juft fultan Mhamood, his eldeft Ion, fultan Gheaus ad Dien, in his 
feventeenth year, ornamented the throne of empire by his gracious 
acceffion. Obferving the rules and cuftoms ofhis father, he behaved 
graciouliy to all j and rememberiog the old fervants and fupporters of 
hiS family, comforted them with favour and kindnefs.' Intelligence 
of the death of Sufder Khan Syeftaanee arriving at court, the fultan, 
having conferred upon his fon Sullabut Khan the title of Mujilifs Alee, 
together with his offices and eftates, difpatched him in great fplendour 
and magnificence to Berar. Ahmed Beg Cazweenee, ■■ pefliwa to 
Mahummud Khan, fon of Azim Homaioon, was exalted to the office 
of meer nobut, or lord of the watches ; and the fultan fliowed hun 
uncommon re^d and attention. This excited the jealoufy of Lall- 
cheen, one of the moft powerful Turkifh Haves of fultan Mhaniood, 
who alpired to the dignity of prime minifter, and wifhed the poll of 
meer nobuf for his fon Houffim Khan. Not fucceeding in his views, 
he became difeontented, and was reproved by the fultan ; who often 
obferved before him, that it was highly injurious to the publick to 
put flaves in office over the heads of thofe who were, many of them, 

■ defeendants of the prophet j or that he fliould depart from the cuftoms 
ofhis royal anceftors. 

Lallcheen, 

• The prote£lor of the faith, 

^ Agent, or ntinifler, If cmploj ed by fovereigns. The title Is flill retained by the firft 
tnlnirterofthcMharaltaflatc. ^ ^ 
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Lallcheen, angry at tlie remarks of the fultan, treafured die in- 
Ililts in his mind. He turned all his thoughts on revenge, but openly 
appeared fatisfied widi his condition, and fubmiflive to the king. He 
had a daughter, celebrated for her beauty, wit, and Hall in mufick, 
whom the fultan was delirous of pofleffing, and privately fent her 
profeffions of his love. Lallcheen, foon after his acceffion, invited 
die young fultan to an entertainment at his houfe. The fultan,^ in 
hopes that he would prefent his daughter as an offering before him, 
condefcended to liis requeft with much fatisfadtion. Lallcheen treat- 
ed his royal guefl with much fplendour and magnificence. When 
he had exhilerated his fpiiits widi wine, he requefted him to clear- 
the prefence of his followers, making figns, which the fultan inter- 
preted in favour of his wiflies. Eager to enjoy the flave’s beautiful 
daughter, and drowned in die fea of defire, the fultan, without cau- 
,tion, commanded all liis attendants to retire. ’ Lallcheen, leaving a 
eunuch with inflruddons to ply die fultan with wine, departed 
towards his haram, as if for his daughter ^ but in a little dme after 
re-entered with a . drawn 'dagger. The fultan, though intoxicated, 
attempted to make refiftance, but.cou^dmot walk firnaly 5 and, foon 
falling to the ground, rolled do’^n a flight of fteps. Lallcheen came 
up^with him at the lafl ftep, and feized him by the hair.' By the 
help of the eunuch, having thrown , him upon his back, he‘ piqued , 

,out both his eyes with the point of his dagger 3 then fending for the' 
royal attendants one by one, as if by the fultan's orders, he put theni 
to death fingly, as they came, to the number of twenty four»perfons, 
all of the highefl difliridliori and office' 3 fo that no one^remained alive 
.powerful enough to. obftrudt his deflgns. He then placed Shumfe ad 
Dien, brother to the dethroned prince^ on the *throne, and fent the 
latter in confinement to the fortrefs of Saugher. This event happen- 
ed oil the feventeenth of Ramazan,- 799, after. a reign of only month A, D. 
and twenty days. ' , ^ ^ : 


SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

" SHUMSE AD DIEN BHAMENEE. 


Sultan Shumfe ad Dlen acceded to the throne in his fifteenth 
yearj and, warned by the fate of his predece/Tor, iWas contented 
with the name of fbvereign. Lallcheen was honoured with the title 
of ^ mallek naib, and the nobility who had elcaped the fword, feeing 
no fafety but in fubmiffion, bowed their heads to his authority. The 
mother of the fultan, who had been a Have, anxious for the laJfety of 
her child, paid the utmoll deference to Lallcheen, and inftruaed her 
fon to do the fame. She reprefented fo him, thatit tvas by hisgood 
offices he was railed to the throne, that he had no loyal fubjedt but 
him ; fo that he Ihould be careful not to depart from his advice, or 
liflen to the malicious reports or infinuations of interefted perfons 
againft him. Lallcheen behaved -to the fultan’s mothers with 
great relpedt, frequently lending her coflfy prefents of vaTuabfe 
■curiofities, andufing every means to enfure her confidence. 

Sultan Daood Shaw had left behind him three Tons, Mahummud 
Sunjer, blinded, as before related, by the princefi Rhuperwer Ageh, 
Firoze Khan, and Ahmed Khan. The two laft were born of the 
fame mother, and at the time of their father’s death were between fix 
and feven years of age. Their uncle, Mhamood Shaw, had behaved 
with paternal tendernefs, educated them in a manner becoming their 

rank. 


• n'hc fun of the faith. 
' Lortl depot). 
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rank,- and taken' care to have them accompliflied in all military exer- 
cifes, tinder the preceptorfliip of Meer Fyez Oblla Anjoo Sheerazee, 
As Sultan Mliamobd Shaw had not tlien a fon, he gave each of the 
princes one of his daughters, and would fometimes fay, that Firoze 
Khanfliould be his fucceftbr. He frequently feated him by his fide 
on the throne, and would declare, that none of his houfe was -more 
deferving or accompliflied, or likely to add luflre to the throne. 
When the Almighty blefled him witli fons, he appointed the eldefl, 
fultan Gheaus ad Dien, his fuccefTor in the tlirone; and . conjured 
Firoze Khan and Ahmed IClian, upon his death-bed, to be loyal and 
obedient to him. They accordingly ferved him with fubmiflion and 
fidelity. : : ; ' : . , , : •. 

. rs ‘/ When fultan Gheaus ad Dien was depofed and blinded by Lall- 
cheen, his fillers infligated tlieir hufbands to revenge his caufe ; which 
.they refolved on doing, the firfl opportunity. Lallcheen learning their 
‘ intentions, complained of tliem to the fultan. He accufed them of 
falfehood and treachery j hoping by this means to alarm his fears, and 
obtain' an order for their death, or imprifonment, but all in vain ; as 
fultan Shumfe ad Dien would not believe them faithlefs. Lallcheen 
^ then reprefented to the queen mother, that if fhe did not get rid of 
the brothers,^ her fon would be depofed, and fhe, \dio was accufed of 
love to his qierfon,, be expbfed to mifery and infult. Tliis'art Had a 
full efiedl on the princefs, who at length gained over her fon to cbn- 
fent to. the. murder of his coufins f but they haying ' obtained intelli^ 
gence ;of the defigns forming againfl them, efcaped from 'Koplburga 
to the fbrtrefs of Saugher..’v : : \ - ' 

- Suddoo, a flave bfthe royal family, who commanded in Saugher, 
W;as rich and. powerful. He received them into the fort with refpeft, 
anddeft : nothing 'undone' m feflify his doyalty. Ahmed IClian' and 
..Firoze ;Kh.an from hence wrote to fultan Shumfe ad Dien,- and the-. 
■ principal nobility, that their defigu ; was only , to ..expel Lallcheen, 

■ whofe 
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whofe treachery to fultan Gheaus ad Dien, and other crimes, which 
had call, dilhonour oh the royil family, were known to all, and 
demanded punilhment ; that if that was effeded, they Ihould remain 
loyal, and fubmiffive to the royal authority, and regard fultan Shumfe 
ad Dien as their lawful prince ; but if their wilh was not complied 
with, they would not negled to ufe all the power in their hands to 
obtain their defire. 

Sultan Shumfe ad Dien, by advice of his mother and Lallcheen, 
fent back an anfwer which ferved only to raife the flames of conten- 
tion. The brothers, with the afliftance of Suddoo, having colleded 
three thoufand horfe and foot, in hopes that great part of the 
troops would join them from the capital, marched towards Kool- 
burga. Being dlfappointed, they halted fome time on the banks of 
the Beemrah, but no one joined from the city. It was, notwithfrand- 
ing, agreed that they Ihould advance, and the umbrella of royalty 
was Ipread over the head of Firoze Khan. Ahmed Khan was exalt- 
ed to the office of ameer al amra, Suddoo to that of meer nobut, and 
Meer Fyez Oolla Anjoo was appointed vaqueel, or prime minifter. 
Titles of honour and employments were alfo conferred on their 
dependants, according to their rank, quality, and merit. 

Upon their arrival within four cols of the city, Lallcheen having 
dillributed great fums of money in largefs to the officers and troops, 
marched out, with fultan Shumfe ad Dien, to oppofe them. A fevere 
engagement took place in the vicinity of the town of Merkole, and 
the brothers being defeated, fled with their remaining friends and 
adherents to Saughcr. The power and haughtinefs of the king’s 
mother and Lallcheen at length grew to fuch an height, tliat many of 
the olhcers about the court privately offered their fcrvices to the 
brothers, whom they advifed to procure pardon from fultan Shumfe 
ad Dien, and repair to Koolburga, where they might form plans for 
fonvarding their views at leifure. 


Firoze 
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Firoze Khan, relying on the afliirances of his friends, feht Meer 
Fyez Oolla Anjoo and Syed Kummaul ad Dien, with other relpeda- 
ble perfons, to tlie queen and Lallcheen, reprefenting, that fear only 
had occafioned tlieir rebellion, of which tliey now'Iincerely repented; 
and if tlie fultan would fend them letters of pardon, they would re- 
pair to court, and live under the fliadow of the royal munificence. 

The queen mother and Lallcheen, highly pleafed at fuch a requeft, 
fent letters of pardon, filled with the mofl flattering affurances of 
favour. 

Soon after the arrival of tlie letters, the two brothers were fitting 
upon a terrace, and confulting whether they fliould yet go to Kool- 
burga, when a ’ Caflimirian madman pafled by, and exclaimed, I am 
come, O Firoze of lucky aufpices, to condudt thee to Koolburga, 
and make tliec fultan. Regarding this as a happy prelage, they 
marched immediately to Koolburga ; where they were honoured by 
dreflbs and gifts from the fultan ; but Lallcheen and Firoze Khan, 
flail fufpicious, were ever on their guard againfl: each otlier. 

About a fortnight after their arrival in tlie capital, on Thurfday, 
the twenty tliird of Suffer, anno 800, Firoze Khan came into the A.D. i' 
Durbar, attended by twelve ^ afiillehdars firmly attached to his interefl:, 
and about three hundred of his other followers, obtained admittance 
into the fort, by one or two at a time. He then fent for his brother- 
Ahmed Khan, and, upon his arrival, told Lallcheen that fome of his 
relations were come from his jaghire, in order to pay their reipefts 
to the fultan, whofe commands he requefted rnight be given to the 
porters, to admit whomfoever he fliould fend for. 

K Firoze 

» The Mahummedans regard the rhapfodies of the mad as infpirations ; and it is not 
uncommon for a perfon meditating an undertaking, to vifit a lunatic, and liften to his 
words, from which he draws an ill, or lucky omen. 

^ Arms-bearers. 
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F.iroze Khan taking , care to employ Lallcheen' in converfation, 
his brother .Avent out, on pretence of introducing his relations. 
Attempting to pafs with twelve perfons at once, he was flopped by 
the, porters;- when, finding that his fcheme muft be betrayed, he 
refolved to run all hazards, and attacked them. The porters were 
cut down, and he rufhed into the Durbar without -delay. Some oppo- 
fition was made by Lallcheen’s fons, but all the reft of the aflembly 
fled. Sultan Shumfe ad Dien ran to hide himfelf in a fubterraneous 
apartment. The three hundred friends of Firoze Khan, Agreeably to 
the plan formed, attacked and put to flight the dependants of Lall- 
cheen in the courts of the palace ; fo that every thing fucceeded 
according to defign. 

Firoze Khan having put chains on fultan Shumfe ad Dien and his 
minifter, confined them in the apartment to which they had fled for 
,-fhelter. Then, accompanied by the nobility, he repaired to the hall 
of audience, where he afcended the throne Firozeh. To fulfil the 
predidlion of the Callimirian, and as a fortunate prefage, he ftiled 
himfelf Firoze Shaw Roze Afzoon, and girt himfelf with the fword 
of fultan Alla ad Dien. When his aufliority was eftablilhed, he 
blinded fultan Shumfe ad Dien, and fent him to confinement in the 
fortrefs of Bieder. Having fent for fultan Gheaus ad Dien from 
S-Bigber, be gme up Lallcbeeu to bb tefcMmeut. Tbat ptiucc, 
though quite blind, having ordered him to be placed bound before 
him, killed him with one ftroke of his labre. He then aflced with 
much earneftncfs of fultan Firoze Shaw to be allowed to go on pil- 
grimage to Mecca. This was granted, and he failed from Choul, 
and arrived in fafety at the holy city. Sultan Firoze Shaw fent annu- 
ally for his fupport five thoufand pieces of gold, and quantities of the 
heft manufactures of Hind, till his death, which fell out at Mecca, 
after many years. Sultan Shumfc ad Dien reigned only five months 
and foven days. 


SULTAN 



FERISHTA^s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. ' 


' 6 ( 

WJ 


“ABOU AL MUZZUFFIR AL GHAZEE 
SULTAN FIROZE ROZE AFZOON 
SHAW BHAMENEE. 


.From various liiftories we learn, that fultaii Firoze Shaw far ex--- 
ceeded his predeceflbrs in power and magnificence ^ • and that in him' 
the houfe of Bhamenee became moft celebrated. He forced the roies 
of Beejanuggur to give him a daughter of tlaeir houfe in marriage,^ 
though againft their cuftom of marrying only in their own tribe. 
Neither did he negledl the promulgation of the tri^e faitli, but made 
four and twenty glorious campaigns 5 by the fuccefs of which he great-' 
ly enlarged his dominions. The fort of ^ Beekapore, and the. belt 
part of Telingana, were by him reduced to the Iflaam yoke. He“ 
was alfb tlie firfl of the Dekkan fultans who wore a crown fet with: 
jewels in the form of a turban. On liberality, one of the'prime vir- 
• tues af royalty, he valued himfelf much> and acquired a great repu- 
' tation. He was guilty of no offences againfl the rules of religion, but 
' drinking wine aud lifleiiing to mufic. He faffed often, and regularly 
^ obferved the prefcribed ceremonies of the holy law. He ^ would often 
' exprefs anxiety for his two offences, but faid, that as mufic lifted his 
mind to contemplate' the divinity, and wine did not make him , 

K 2 ' paffionate, 

■ 

* The viiSlorious fervant of God, champion of the faith, the fortunate fultan of happy, 
aufpices. ' ' , ‘ ' 

* Called alfo Sanore Bancapore. 
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pafGonate, he hoped he fliouldnot be queftioned hereafter concern- 
ing them, but find mercy from a ibrgiving Creator. 

As he was much addidled to women, he confulted the divines 
and cafuifts, in what manner he might gratify his paffion, without 
breaking the law, which allowed only four wives. Some faid, that 
he might divorce one and marry another as often as he plealed ; but 
no opinions given were fatisfiuftoiy to the fultim; who, at laft, 
referred the point in debate to Meer Fyez Oolla Anjoo, his minifter. 
Fyez Oolla ohferved, that in the time of the prophet and the firft 
Kaliph, the • mutteah was allowed j and though abrogated in the 
reign of the fecond, it was ftill legal, according to the tenets of thei 
‘ Sheeahs. The ‘ Soonee denied this privilege, and much debate took 
place among the learned. , All the various traditions were quoted in 
favour of their opinions, by each party. At length the ililtan eiij- 
braced the judgment of the Sheeahs, and took into his haram in^ 
one day three hundred women. , , ^ ^ 

/It^llng to Hajce Mahummud Candaharee, Firoze Shaw, 
every foV^h day, made a point of copying fixteen 'pages of the 
koraun ; a&r which he engaged in publick bufinefs. He generally 
fpent his evenings, till twelve o’clock, in company of divines, poets, 
reciters of hiftoiy, and chaunters of the ' ftiaw nammeh, and the 
moft learned and\^itty among his courtiers. • In this aflembly he laid, 
afide the royal digriiw j obferving, that when he fat on the throne to. 
tranfadl bufinefs, heS^vas a tbvcreign, and neceflarily obliged to 
afliime ftate, that his dignity might imprefs the hearts of the people, 
and tlic order of govcrnrtibpt be fupported : but that, in their com- 
pany, he regarded himfelf ns a private perfon, and wifiied to be 

treated 

* 1 he mutteah is a tnaniage for a.titstc, made by cottipadl between the parlies. 

' * Follovscrs of Alee. 

* The oilier grand fcfl of muiTulmauns. ' 

* h crdofi's celebrated hiilor) of ancient Perlian nionarclis. 
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treated without form or ceremony. He.defired that all might come 
or go at will ; tliat each perfon might call for what he chofe to eat 
and drink, and fpeak freely on all fubjeds but two, which he forbad 
being introduced into converfation ; the hrfl:, affairs of flate, and 
the fecond, flandcr of an abfent perfon. 

Mullah Eefauk Sirhindee, a man of great learning and wit, ob- 
ferved one day to the fultan, that his defiring his attendants to ufe no 
ceremony towards him was contrary to the genius of kings j the 
trutli of which was proved by an anecdote of the emperor Mahum- 
mud Subuiflageen, and the phyfician and aflrologer, 'Anweree JCIian. 
The fultan defired he would relate tlie fi:ory. Having heard it, he 
laughed, and obferved, that fuch behaviour could only proceed from 
princes void of juftice, difeernment, or fcience ; and that he hoped 
fuck weaknefs, as could occafion a like condudt, was not in his dif- 
pofition. Thofe who frequented tlie fultan’s affemblies, had full' 
experience of his excelling mofi: princes in uniformity of behaviour, 
and fleadinefs of conduct. 

• fs 

There are many curious anecdotes of fultan Fii*oze Shaw by 
Moolla Daood Biederee, the relation of which would occafion too 
great prolixity, and perhaps caufe my being accufed of departure 
from truths' fo that I fhall not give them to my readers 5 but as 
Subudageen and the phyfician Anweree have been mentioned, it 
may be proper to give the ftory in tlie words of Moolla Daood 
Biederee. 

‘‘ It is related, that the phyfician Anweree Khan, was one ‘of the 
“ wonders of his age, and performed many furprizing deeds. On 
“ account of his great learning, and the condefeenfion ufed towards 
him by the emperor, he acquired a freedom in his behaviour, that 
' ^ “ in the end grew difpleafing. One day, while the emperor was- 

fitting 

a Emperor ofGhuznee, part ofHindooftan, Perfia, and Tartary. 
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“ fitting on the terrace of a lofty building in the palace of Ghuznee, 
“ Anweree Khan entered the gate. The fultan commanded him to 
" foretell at tvhich gate of the palace he fliould go out. Anweree 
“ Khan immediately fixing his aftrolabe, took an altitude, and having 
“ finifhed his obfervation, wrote it on a piece of paper, and placed 
“ it under a pillow. The fultan gave orders for part of the eaftern 
" wall of the fort to be thrown down, and when he had gone but that 
"■ way, examined the paper, on which was written the very aft he 
‘‘ had done. The fultan was enraged at the phyfician’p foreknow- 
“ ledge, and ordered him, in his paffion, to be call headlong from the 
“ top of the palace. Luckily, a net or fome foft fubllance, received 
“ Anweree, who efcaped without the leaft hurt. The fultan then 
“ afkedhim if he had forefeen this ? to which the phylician replied, 
“ he had j and calling for his journal, pointed out to the fultan a 
“ prediftion that he Ihould, upon fuch a day, fall from a high place, 
" and efcape unhurt. This dilpleafed the fultan Hill more, 
“ and he ordered him to be confined. Six months after this, while 
" the phylician was flill in prifon, one of his Haves going to the 
“ market, was told by a diviner from omens, that he perceived in 
“ his afpeft much good fortune, which he would foretell him for a 
“ certain fum. The Have gave him his demand j upon which the 
“ diviner faid, he had a mailer in dillrcfs, who in a few days would 
be delivered from his troubles, and receive a drefs of honour. 
“ The Have, by way of congratulation, told his mailer j who reproved 
“ him for credulity, and going into fuch bad company.. Three 
“ days after, it happened that HoalTun Meimundee took opportunity, 
upon the fultan's converfing with him upon aflrology, to mention 
“ the unfortunate phyfician, lamenting, that inllcad of rewards and 
■' honours for his two furprizing prediftions, lie had been doomed to 
'• wretchednefs and a gloomy prilbn. The fultan replied, that cer- 
“ tainly he was unrivalled in Icience, but a complete phyhcian 
" fhould know better from' the human mind, that kings are like 

“ children. 
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'children^ and * muft be flattered. : After tliefe remarks . he cdm- 
manded- the phyflcian to be releafed.. Anweree, upon his way 
from-pri fon to tlie court, met the diviner, and lofl: fomething of his; 
Scientific vanity. The fultan hoiloured him with a drefs, a thou- 
'' fand pieces of filver, a horfe, and man and woman flave ; at the 
fame time he exprefifed his concern for what had happened j he 
defired that lie would now and then.fpeak to pleafe. his humour, 
Y and not always adhere to the letter of his art.” 

Sultan Firoze Shaw every year diipatched veflcis from the ports 
of Goa and Choule, to bring him the manufadures and curious pro- 
dudliOns of all quarters; but particulaidy to invite perfons celebrated 
for their talents, in , any, whom,; lie would frequently .obferve, , fliould 
be .regarded as tlie clioiceft pofleflions of all countries. . He faid, that 
kings fhoiild draw to thern .the learned and deferving of all nations ; 
that from their fociety tliey might be .able to feledt the perfections of. 
each, . and, in a manner, thus travel the globp*. On this account, the 
celebrated of all parts flocked to his .court, and fliared. his royal 
bo.unties. The fultan had fo excellent a memory, that he could con- 
verfe in the languages, of many countries ; and hc; always did in their 
own to Grangers. Hearing any tiling once,, was fufficient , for his' 
retaining; it ever after. ,He was alfo a- good poet, and often, fpbke, 
verfe extempore.. He. was well acquainted with feveral fciencesj and; 
particularly fond of natural philofophy. On Saturdays, Mondays, ^ 
and Thurfdays, he. g^ve leClures on' botany, geometry, and logic, , 
generally in the day, but if hufinefs interfered, at night, jt Vv^as 
fuppofed that he exceeded fultan Mahuinniud Tughluk Shaw -in, 
learning.'. ,, ■ V.'' ' . . ‘ 

■' . -He- 

- This idea, at the prefent day, fufficlently influences the condu£l of Indian cour« 
tiers ; who dp not fail to burft: out into the -moft rapturous exclamations of applaufe, 
on any repartee, or even a£livity of the prince in his exercifes; fuch as hitting a mark, 

following' maxim of the poet Saadee. , 
“ Should the prince at noon fay, it is night, declare that you behold the*moon and - 
‘‘ ftars,’’ - . , ' ■ ■ ' ■ ’ ' 
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He was the firft king of Dekkan who intermarried with the lyeds 
of Anjoo, taking a daughter of that family for his fon Houfliin Khan, 
and giving one of his own in marriage to Meer Shumfe ad Dien 
Mahummod Anjoo, whom he appointed governor of Dowlutabad. 

Firoze Shaw built a town on the banks of the Beemrah, which he 
called Firozeabad. The ftreets were laid out with regularity, and 
very broad. Within it, near the river, he erefted a citadel of ftone, 
divided into a number of fplendid courts, detached from each other, 
all fupplied plentifully with water, conduced by an ample canal 
from the river. Each of thefc courts he committed to one of his 
favourite ladies j and, to avoid confufion and irregularity among his 
women, formed rules and ordinances- to be obfervedin the haram, 
which were ftridlly obeyed during his life. In the apartments where 
any of his own women refided, he did not allow more than three 
female attendants to one perfon, who were to be always of the fame 
nation, or (peak the fame tongue as their miftrefs. He had perfons 
conftantly employed to buy women flaves of all nations j from whom 
he chofe perfons to fupply the vacancies occafioned by death, or other 
caufes, among his miftrefles or their fervants. He had Arabians, 
Circaffians, Georgians, Turks, Ruffians, Europeans, Chinefe, Af- 
ghauns, Raajpoots, Bengalees, Guzaratees, Telinganees, Mharat- 
tins, and others in his haram, and could converfe with each in her 
own language. 'He divided his attention fo regularly among them, 
that each lady fanci^herfelf moll beloved by the fultan. He could 
read the ‘ Torect and Aryeel ; and refpedted the tenets of all religions, 
but acknowledged with raptures the faith of Mahumfnud fupcrior to 
all others, a/ it commanded keeping up women from the eyes of 
ftrangers, and forbad the ufe of wine, contrary to the other fyllcms 
of religion. 

When 

» TJic bibJe and new teOament* From tins, It is probable, Firoze ShiwJeamed 
ITcHcw from ibejcv??, ^\ho have been fettled on the Malabar coaftfoi many ages, 

21 as tl cj fay, fince the captivity of Babylon. 
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^ When fultan Piroze Shaw afcended the throne, he appointed his 
' brother Ahmed Idian ameer al amra, with the title of Khankhanah, , 
and raifed Meer Fjez Oollah Anjoo, his preceptor, to the office of 
'’ vaqueel al fultunnut and title of Mallek Naibi Honours were 
aifo conferred on many of tlie family of Bhatnenee. Hiftorians 
^ unitedly agree, that he made twenty jffiur campaigns againft the Hin- 
doos, but tile particulars' of a few only are related by Moollah Daood 
Biederee in his Tofet al Sallateen. - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

In die year 8oi, Dewul Roy, of Beejanuggur, with thirty thou- 
(and horfe, and a vaffi army of foot, -invaded the royal territories 
between, die rivers, with, a deiign to reduce the forts of Mudkul and 
Roijore. Sultan Firoze Shaw having intelligence of his rriotiohs, 
moved 'Widiout delay from Koolburga to Saugher, where he took a 
' mufter of his army. - After this he pur to death a zeniindar,: with 
feven or eight dioufand Hindoos, who had been always very trbuble- 
fome and refradory- ' The armies of Dbwlutabad and Berar had 
joined him, and he was preparing to move againft Dewul Roy, when 
fuddenly advice was brought, that Neriing, pofteflbr of Kurleh, at 
ffie inftigations of the fultans of “ Mando and ^ Afeer, alfo' the roy of 
Beejanuggur, had invaded die province of Berar, where he committed 
every cruelty- and depredation oh the muftulmauns as far as the- walls 
of ^ Dahoor. Upon this the fultan lent bacjc the forces of Powliita- 
\ 'L'.' ■ ■'''.■'■■.''■-■'■'.-'•'■"■•bad 

■-:>-Lor<l oflbrds. - v/-;. ■ . . > 

.. ;' )’/ Peputy of the govern 

■ . * Lord deputy.: , . ; 

■ ' ^ A diftriA pn the frontier of Berar bordering oh Mai wa/ having a capital of the 

'^fameriathe;- 1'- ■;-■-■■-■ /' ■''' i 

- “ The capital of Mai wa,. then governed by Afghaun fultans. , ,• ; ■ ; - ;• 

T :^'-A Erong fortrefs, then the capital of Khandeifhe, urider an independant fovereign, - 
claiming his defcent from Omar, one of the friends of Mahuttimud, and the fecond , 
,,T|iiS;place and foyereignty- were reduced to the Mogul empire by Akber. 

■',-■> : •- ■ .'■• •-■ '■ ■ ■-■ •■ '■ ' ■'■ 'l-'.'L.’-. 
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bad to oppofe Nerfing, and marched with the remainder of hi^ 
troops againft Dewul Roy. 

It being the rainy feafon, and the river Kiftnah very full, Dewul 
Roy had pitched his camp, in felf-fecurity, on the bank j and Ration- 
ed large bodies of foot along the Ihore to iippofe tire paflage of the . 
muITulmauns. Sultan Firoze Shaw, on his arrival near the river, 
held a council of war with his chief officers, but received no advice 
that to him appeared fatisfaflory. While the fultan was debating 
in his own mind how to adt, “ Cauzi Serauje, feeing his concern, 
offered, if the fultan would permit him, to crofs the river with a few 
of his friends, whom he would feledl for ,the purpofe, to affaffinate 
Dewul Roy, or his fon, as he found it moft convenient ; obfervingj 
when the alarm that would attend fuch an exploit Ihould throw the 
enemy*s camp into confulion, the iiiltan might fend a party acrois the 
river, fecure a paffage for the whole army, and make the infidels 
repent of their infolence and difobedience to the prince of the feitliful. 

The fultan approving the meafure, fome hundreds of hurdles 
covered with leather \\'ere prepared expeditioully for the troops to 
crofs- Cauzi Serauje with feven of his friends, dilguifed as holy 
mendicants, procceded^to the roy*s camp, and repaired to the quarter 
^I'here the dancing girls reiided. Here the cauzi pretended to be en- 
raptured with a courtezan, and was guilty of a thoufand extravagan- 
cies to fupport his charafter. In the evening, the girl having adorned 
*herfelfin her richefl ornaments, prepared to go out; on which, the 
cauzi, like a Jealous and diflradled lover, falling at her feet, entreat- 
ed her to ftay, or let him attend her, and not rend his heart by 
abfencc. The woman upon this informed him, that fiie was ordered 
to attend an entertainment by tlic roy’s fon, and durll not difobey, 

nor 

• A judge from ilic laws of the koraun. If was not uncommon among the mahum- 
incdans, for fuch a maglflratc to fcck, out of regard and zeal for religion, the moft 
diitcuh and hazardous exploit in war. 
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nor could die take him with her, as only muhcians and dancers 
would be admitted. The cauzi upon this replied, that he played on 
die lame inilrument as herfelf, and had, befide, fome curious accom- 
plifhment diat would highly pleafe the roy’s fon. The dancing girl, 
thinking him in jell, out ,of contempt gave him 'her mundul, and 
defired him to play ; which he did in fo mafterly a manner, that die 
was delighted, faying, tliat his company would give her fuperiority 
over her fellows, and do her honour with the roy's fon. Accord- 
ingly, he with his companions attended the girl to the tents of the 
young roy. 

As is the cudom of Dekkan, many fets of loolies and dancing 
girls were ordered to perforni at the fame time, and having finidied 
their parts, the roy’s fon, called for tlie players and mummers. The 
'dancing girl now obtained leave for tlie cauzi and one of his com- 
panions to diow their feats. Having afliimed the drefs of women, 
they entered ogling and fmiling, and fo well imitated the mummers 
in playing on the mundul, dancing, and mimickr}?-, that the roy’s fon 
was charmed with their performances. At length they each drew a 
dagger, and, like the dancers of Dekkan, continued to flourifli them 
for fome time, making'a thoufand antic poftures in advancing, retreat- 
ing, and turning round. At laft, fuddenly rufbing upon the roy’s fon, 
they plunged both the daggers into his breaft, afterwards attacking his 
companions. Their remaining friends, who were watching without 
the tent/ on hearing an alarm, ripped up the curtain, and entered to 
■ adid: them.' Many of the company being much intoxicated, were 
ea/ily put to death. The cauzi with his friends extingiiifhed all the 
lights } and, making their efcape through the rent, mingled with die 
crowd. The outcry foon became general round the tents. Great 
confhfion enfued, and various reports' and alarms took place. Some 
faid, that the fultan had crolTed the river and furprifed the canip'j 

L 2 • ‘ others, 

- A firinged inftrument. 

'' Youths trained to fing and dance in public. _ 
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others, that one of his chiefs, with twelve thoufand men, had cut ,ofF 
both the roy and his fon.^ The night was uncommonly dark, and 
the camp extended near ten miles, lb that circumftances Were va- 
rioufly reported ; and the different chiefs, ignorant of the real caufe 
of the alarm, contented themfelves with waiting in their feveral 
quarters under arms. About four tlioufand of the fultan’s troops, in 
this interim, croffed the river in boats and rafts, which had been pre- 
pared for the purpofe. The enemy’s foot ftationed to oppofe the 
paflage, terrified by the alarm in camp, and the approach of the 
fultan’s forces, fled in confufion, without waiting to be attacked. 
Before the morning Firoze Shaw had croffed the river with his whole 
army, and at dawn affaulted the enemy’s camp with great fury. 
Dewul Roy, grieved by the death of his fon, and panic-flruckf at 
the bravery of the affailants, made but a faint refiflance. Before 
funrife, having taken up his fon ’scorple, he fled with his army. The 
fultan gained immenfe plunder in the camp, and purfued him to the 
vicinity of Beejanuggur. Several ailions happened on the way, all 
of which were fortunate to the fultan ; and the roads were heaped 
up' with the bodies of the flaughtered Hindoos. 

When Dewul Roy had Ihut himfelf up in the fort of Beejanuggur, 
and no enemy remained in the field, Firoze Shaw difpatched Khan 
Khanan and Meer Fuzzul Oollah to lay wafte the diftridb Ibuth of 
the city, which were uncommonly populous and flourifhing. Cauzi 
Scrauje, in reward for his heroic exploit, being railed to a high rank 
of nobility, was detached with them. They left nothing undone in 
performance of their inflruftions ; and having taken captives without 
number, retOmed to camp. 

As great numbers of bramins had fallen into the hands of the 
milTfulmauns, their friends at Beejanuggur offered to aflifl the roy 
with large fums of money to purchafe peace and ranfom the captives; 
Dewul Roy accepted tlicir off’ersj and, after much negotiation, 

Meer 



' FERISHTA’s HISTOTy OF V 

Meei* Foxzul Oollah agreed to accept ’ ten .lacks of oons for the; royal 
tteafut/z las a raiifom for tlie^^p and .one; lack for his own 

interceffion. Accordingly^ the, bramins fent fx lacks^. and Dewitl 
Roy dve j all which FnZzul GoUah laid before the fultan, who 
greatly praifed his difiUterehed fervices. . A treaty was then ,poneludr 
ed between the powers, by ■which it was agreed, ' that their bound-* 
aries fliould remain the fame as before the war,- and that one party 
fliould not moleft the fubjeftaof the other. ' Sultan- Firoze Shaw 
: releafed Ms prifohers, and- began his . march to His , own dominions. 
When he had paded the Tumiiiedra'i he diipatched Folaud Khan to 
regulate the country between! ’’the rivers, and,- leaving! the army, 
hafteiied with a'few attendants to Koolbtirga. , .. : . ■ . . \ ^ 

' ■ In a ■ few montlis ■ after ' the con'Clufion of this caitipaigri,'. and the 

beginriing of the year - 802, the fultari marched to punifli r N erdng | A 
and upon his arrival before' Mahoor, the governor ; of that .place 
having obtained: qiiacter,! at! the interceffibn of fome of ' the nobility, 
-made large offerihgSj and- joined the arrny With-his children; . ' The ' 
fultan- halted, a month’ and: five days at- Mahoor,; When he m6ved 
towards Kurleh. ' Ncr-firig,- who had great wealth, and power, being 
pofiefied of all the’ hills" of -' GhOndwail'eh, ; and. other countries, xfent 
rich prefen ts to tlie' governors- of Malwa' and- Khahdefiiei entreating 
affiftance ; but though they had, through dread of hiS power, furhifiied, 
him formerly with aids, yet as they in- faCt wifhed his ruin, they now 
gWe him a pofifive refufal. : , Notwithfianding thH: 
refolved to engage the fultan j- andy inarching tvf^o cofs frorn.Kurleh, 
waited for his-approach. ; 


Sultan 


. . ’. Near '^ooodol. fterling. ; f 

Kiftnah and Tumme(jra. , 

' The part of jBeVar, next J^aiwaj: now belongIngVto Chiirihajee 
country is alfo'^called NagpWe; ^ , ■ ■ . ■ 


Bhofeiali, -whofe 
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Sultan Firoze Shaw was atixious to lead the battle in peribn ; but' 
as Khankhanan and Meet Fuzzul Oollah Anjoo requefted to be 
allowed to crulh the enemy with their own troops, he confented, and 
gave them their difiniffion. They firft vvrote to Nerling a letter of 
remonflxance on the folly of his condudt, and advifing him tofubmit 
to pay tribute ; but he anfwered it only by threats of defiance, and 
greater preparations for war. Khankhanan and Meet puzznl, 
Oollah then attacked .his lines, and a fevere conflift enfuedj in. 
which Shujahut Khan, Dillawer Khan, and Bahadur Khan, principal 
nobles, obtained' martyrdom ; and, the infidels charging furioufly, 
the troops of Iflaam were broken. At this inftant it was reported to 
Fuzzul Oollah, that Khankhanan was flain. He' commanded the 
informer to keep the report fecret, and advancing with two hundred 
horfe, ordered the march of vidloty to beat, crying out,' that the 
fultan was coming to their afllftance. The troops at thefe tidings 
rallied in great numbers, and he drove off the enemy. He was foon 
after joined by Khankhanan, fuppofed to be flain j and they now 
together charged the remaining enemy with' fuch vigour, that they 
foon'put them to flight, and took prifoner Goful Roy, the fon of 
Nerfing. The fugitives were purlbed to Kurleh ; about ten thoufand 
were flain in their flight ;,and Nerfing, having with much difficulty 
gained the fortrefs, fhut himfelf up, and was clofely befieged by the 
vidiorious army of RIaam. ' ‘ 

'At the end of two months, being reduced to great diftrefs, he 
begged terms; but received- anfwer from die generals, that tliey 
had no power to grant any ; and, unlefs Nerfing would throw liim- 
felf at the fultan’s feet, he mufl: expeft none. Nerfing, feeing no 
refource but compliance, went with his family to the fultan’s camp 
at Elichpore ; where, expreffing forrow for his offence, and acknow- 
Icdging himfelf the fultan's vaflal, he offered to give up Kurleh ; 
but if his majefty chofe to admit him among the number of his 
tributaries, .and to draw the pen of forgivenefs over his crimes, he 

would 



FERISHTA^s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 



would pay every year tlic tribute fixed by fultan Alla ad Dien, and 
remain conftant in the paths of obedience. / . 

Sultan Firozc Shaw having pardoned Nerfing, gave liim a drefs 
of honour, richly embroidered with gold ; and having received one 
of his daughters among his women, with forty fine elephants, a fum 
of money, and other valuables and curiofities, ordered the fiege of 
Kurlch to be difeontinued. Upon the jundion of KJiankhanan and 
Mcer Fuzzul Oollah witli his army, he difmified Nerfing, and 
returned in triumph to the capital of Koolburga. As this vidlory 
was chiefly owing to Mecr Fuzzul Oollah, that nobleman was pro- 
moted to the command of the Berar army. 

» 

, In the year 804, repeated accounts coming from the court of 0.1401 
Ameer Timur, of that great conqueror having conferred the throne 
of Dhely on one of liis fons, with orders to fubdue all tlie kingdoms 
of Hindooflan, and that he had refolved to march in, perfon to affift 
his defigns, if neceflaiy ^ Sultan Firoze SJiaw font ambafiadors to the 
emperor, witli rich prefents, and a letter expreffive of relpedful 
attachment. Timur received the ambafiadors gracioufly, and ac- 
cepted the prefents. At the end of fix months, by means of fome 
of the favorites at court, .they reprefented to the emperor, that Firoze 
Shaw was defirous to be numbered among his flaves, and would, 
whenever his majefty fiiould march himfelf, or fend one of the 
princes, to conquer Hindooftan, haften to join from Dekkan with 
his troops. Timur, pleafed at his offers of attachment from fo great 
a diftance, pronounced tliat he gave him the fovereignty of Dekkan, 

Malwa, and Guzarat, with permifiion to ufe the umbrella, and all 
other infignia of empire. He alfo delivered to the ambafiadors a 
firmaun, containing the grant of the above countries, a fword^fet 
with jewels from his own fide, a royal robe, a Turkifh fiave, and. 
four horfes, fiiperior in beauty to any ever feen in Dekkan, 

‘ The. 
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The fultans of Malwa and Khandeflie, whofe power was yet 
weak, alarmed at the ambition of fultan Firoxe .Shaw, fent am- 
bafladors to court his friendfhip ; obferving, that they ought to live 
together like brothers, and unite in alliance againll the power of the 
emperor of Dhely. At the fame time they privately wrote to the roy 
of Beejanuggur, that whenever he fliould need their affiftance againll 
fultan Firoze Shaw, to inform them, tliat they might' lend him all the 
fupport in their power. 

On thefe overtures, the roy of Beejanuggur changing his beha- 
viour to the fultan, negleded to pay his tribute for, four years ; and 
Firoze Shaw, knowing the fecret enmity of his neighbours, the ful- 
tans of Guzarat and Malwa, did ’not prefs him, but winked at his 
negleft, refolving to'punilh it at his convenience. 

There refided in the town of Mudkul a farmer, who tyas blefled 
with a daughter of fuch exquilite beauty, that the creator feemed to 
have united all his powers in making her perfeft. Agreeably to the 
cuBom of Hindooftan, her parents wiflied in her childhood to betroth 
her to one of her own caft; but Ihe requefted that the ceremony 
might be delayed, with fuch eameftnefs, that to pleafe her it was put 
olf. Some time after, an old bramin, who had been on a pilgrimage to 
Banaras, Bopped on his return at her father’s houfe, and was fb 
delighted with her beauty, that he adopted her as his daughter, and 
refblved to accomplidi her in mufic and dancing, of which he was 
perfedtly mafler. He continued near a' year and half with her fami- 
- ly ; at the cad of which, finding her completely Ikilled in mufic and 
all the graces of dancing, he took his leave, with a promife fliortly 
to return, with propoCals calcuhitcd for the honour of his pupil, and 
thq advantage of her family. The bramiu, who had from tlie firB 
refolved to . exalt bis adopted daughter to royalty, proceeded to Bcea 
j«uggur, and, being introduced to the roy, fpoke in fuch praife of 
the beauty and accompliflimcnts of the young maid, that he tvas fired 

with 
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defire ’6fp^^ entreated the. braimn . to , p^^cure h^^^ 

for hirn of her p^rept?^.^^ ^T}hs requeft v^as what the bfo_ 

min . e^neflly wiflied, , and . he ; jinniediately .agreed;.to fatisfy h^ j , 
upon ^vhich the rqy difpatGhed h^ great prp- 

- niifes of foyqnr fo :the parents, and the title of ranee, princefs, for 

thjsir beautiful daughter. ; X^ loft pq ti^e ip his, jpumey, 

and, upon his arrival at the farmer’s houfej delivered to him and his 
tyhe the roy’s orders,; that; they fhould repaft to Beejannggur with 
tiieir daughter* The ' pa.rents-.wpre ;pyerjoypd at • foph : unexpeded 
gGqd;f0rtune, and eahing, for .the .ygupg; maid, . laid, ^ before ...her rthp 
rich gifts of the rpy, P.9ngratplated her: pn being fopn tp he unheft^ 
a great prince, and attempted to throw upon her neck a golden col- 
far fet witii jevvels, as the token of immediate eippufals, and which, 
if done, could not have Bpen broken off.,,,, ' . 

, ThVheauti^^ to . foeh great aftonif^ idrawing her 

neck ffom compliance, refufed.to receive the collar:, and obferved, 
fhatiwhotypr .enterpd.the h^am.ofBeejmuggur,. was afterwards not 
' permitted to, fee even her neareft relations and friends y. and though 
they might be happy to. fell her for , worldly riches, yet fhe: was too 
fond of her parents , to, fubmit to eternal abfence from tliem, even 
fpr all the iplendopr ,pf the palace of Beejanuggur.: - Tins ded^dion 
y^as-acGompani^ melted her, parents) 

who, rather than ufe force, difmiffed the bramin with all his gifts, 
and hp- returned., chagrined apd . dffapppjnted , to • Beejanuggpr. ; The 
maid ^en pbferyeft^ that .foe had, long had an iiiw.^d 

-perfuajfioA -that fhe Jhpuid becpi^^ to a great prfoce of the fafth 
..pjF lftaam, ,and , defo:ed, .tiieni. tp wait patien,tly^-,fo^ of pr.Qvi- 

jiencp. Her parents fii^ at her foppofed folly j, but, as .advice and 

■/^epiQnftranGe . had no effed:, . ,they , fubmitted- to he ftlent, and leave 
M9?ii9.^eenj9yment.6f her .awnthpug]^^^^ > 


M 


When 


V • ■ 



FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


" ' When ’the bramin'nrrived at Beejanugguf and related to the toy 
the fedure of his fcheme, the prince’s love became outrageous, aniT 
he refolved to ‘gratify it by force, though the objeft refided in the 
heart of Firoze Shaw’s doimmons. ‘ For this purpofe he quitted Bee- 
januggur with a great army, on pretence ofi going the 'tour of his 
countries ; and upon his arrival on the banks of thefiv^r Tummedrai 
having feledled five thoufand of his beft horfe, and giving the reins of 
his condudl to love, commanded them, in Ijiite of the remonftrances 
of his fi-iends, to march night and day with all expedition toMudkul, 
and,'furrounding the village where Pertal lived, to bring her prifoner 
to him, with her whole family^ without injury. 

■ As the roy had, in the excefs of love, loft'^his judgment, he 
negledled to fend the bramm to' prevent the parents' of his beloved 
from being frightened at the approach of troops, and to tempt them 
to remain m the place, ihould the alarm be fpread time enough for 
the inhabitants to efcape j fo that the country round Mudkul being 
■apprized of the enemy’s approach, the inhabitants, and among them 
Pertal’s family, fled for flielter to'dillant parts. "* '• * 

The troops of Deivul Roy being deprived of their expefled 
prize, returned widi expedition ; but on their route laid wafte Jleveral 
towns and villages, before troops could be collefled to oppofe them. 
At length Poland, governor of the province, marched againft them, 
and the plunderers, feeing themfelves greatly fuperior to him in num- 
bers, flopped to engage, and obliged him to retire. Being, how- 
'ever, quidkly reinforced, he purfoed them a fecond time j and the 
invaders, not dreaming of being followed by a beaten enemy, had 
become carelcfs on their march, fo that they were furprized and had 
nof^time to form. Folaiid Khan completely defeated them, and 
flaughtered aboi c t« o thoufand, before they rc-crofled the Tummedra. 


Sultan 
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c : Sultan FirozevSIlawyV-bri; hearing, of tliis/’unprbyp 
" invaiion, . immediately^ iflued; ..or;ders foi* ^afTemlDling liis . forces, and Ids 
Gamp .tbl5be:f6^med;neaf^Fd^oz^ tHe beginning, of. the winter 

of. the; year iS.o 9, -ke, mPi^ed in great force, and , arrived near Beejanug- A . D , 1 4c 
gufi in^whichyPewul;^ ‘fl^pt ; Himfelf iip; • ' An aflaultwas ,made 

upon 'the city,- ; and';, the fidtan : •gotypofieffipn ;of fome ih-eets, .which, 
hbwever,' ; he;v was; ; obliged im^quit, his ;army.. beings ! repulfed- hy the 
Garnatickehs.Tir pew^ui Roy, ehepuraged by his, fuccefs, now ventured 
' tOlehOamp yhis amly- under proteetion .ok the wails> and to moled, the 
royaldamp. y As: the. rnuffuhnaurisdould not make, proper ufe. of their 
cavalry in the rocky unevenhefs of ground round BeejanuggUr, they 
were fomewhat diipirited. During this, ful tan Firoze Shaw ■was 


wounded, by an- arrpv^ ;ur die hand^ but hewbuid not dipapunt ; and 
drawing bUt ^-the arrow;* : hpund ;up: the;; wound. -with a. clpth. . The 


enemyywere "at laft'idriyeri .off;by thejvalpur ' md aftiyity of Alimed 
Khan -and Khankhahan, and the, fultan‘ moyed farther /rom the city 
tp:;a;:cbhyenient;;plam, he halted till. ;his wounded men. were 

recpyered.'. Laying afide. the.defign. of taking, the ■ pity,, ^he detached 
a body of ten ^oufand. horfe. 'Under l^ and.Meafi Suddoh 

his meermobut, .to day wafte the country, to the“foulh ofBeejariuggurj 
and fent: .Meer Fuzzub Qollah- Ahjoo .to .beliege idie fortrefs, of Beek- 
apore, the moft important , iri the ‘Carnatick. . - The kiltany,. widi the 
remainder, of his army, continued in the environs of the city, to 
amufe Dewul Roy, and fortiked his camp with a circle of cannon 
and fireworks. Devml Roy more than once attacked him, but -was 
always- driven 'pff . with ..great . flaughter. ... He then defided -from 
attacks, and dij^atched' ambaifadors to y keg aids of the* ,fultans of 
kdalwa, Rhandeflie, and Guzarat. 


i ' The fultan ‘ continued to employ Pe-\yul -Roy for four months, 
during which Khankhahan laid wafte the mbit -flourifliing towns and 
difi:ri<!ds of Carnatic^ and Meer FuzzUl Oollali fiicceeded m the re- 
dilbtion of the fortrefa of Beekapore, with its valuable dependancies } 

" M 2 • tlic 
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^jS^vl'oVerhme'nt- 6F;\vKt^^ cofimutted, iy 'the Mtari’s Ordersi ’to 
]^eahBuddoh,;andwith,hisimyre^heSt6thc'f6yal;canip;:Khan-' 
;!chinah alfo jiihed the army of die fuitati with ahdut fixty thdufind’ 
captives, male and female, «h3'a vciy nch-''plutlder'in> treafureaiid 

efeefe^. . T’Ke &lteh received' them with ' the faybiir due to their fe'r- 

ylces, and;mafe a . ipleridid'fefUvai ’in lidhbuf of his 'tucceiies; :at 
which li'e confulted/on further opetadbiis'. 'After fome debate,' fit 
feas Veiblved, that fehknhhanah ’flibiild TCmaih' bppofeditd Dewul 
Roy.’y’tS'hilc -tHe fliltah, accdrfipaiiied fey fRleer- Fuzz'ul, Oollah, 
irianfecd'tdhefi'ei^WeTortfcfs'i^'Obdhce, tKefeongefl; in pofleffion 
dfthe ehemy.’' , '>> 'C-'-r'r: 

,, !,'lntelligenc;e of ihe fulfah’s defies feafeihg ‘DeWiil \Royi-as he 
had been 'refufed affift'ance from die fetfins of Malwa, Khaildefhe/ 

.and 'Guza’rat, he "was plunged 'iiitq a 'fea'bf Heipaif,' ^hd feht 'fo/ne of 
Kis ’pruicipai'ndbiiife tofeeat fb'rfefece at-'the foyaf " The filla 
fan kt 'fiiit refiifed to 'grint tt'.'qn fey'^ferm's; 'but.^at lefi^th/ being; 
mo ved by fee ,'afeice ' and 'ehlfcsfties ’p’f , Fu'zzul fedllah, ' agrtTed/ ’ -pii 
cdil’dftiofi feat fee foy ihbuld 'give him his iiau^KtSr-'ift'rtiaifia^e,' 
fen -lachshf dons, , 'five ‘miins 'of j^n,:'fifty choice •ei'ciSK'ants, arid 
fwdfediilahd'men arid Womeri llaves; fingers, 'dfe'ceiaj and miificiahsi' 
iiJb/'ih'h fee ‘fort of Beekapote, already in his poifeffiori,' fliould, t<S 
obviate all future - deputes, be ceded f b him for 'ever,' m pfrt of the 
marriage'poftibri. , , • ' '■ ’ 

' 'ifeough ffie * rbies of Cdmatic had.heyer yet;m^(:d their daugh- 
ters but to perfdns of their own cart, and givingfeem'tbfftriingers 

. ' ' \ ' ' was' 

» Nearly 400000!, . 

■ » YKcTlen^l mun, or riiaond, is ci^fy 'pounds Wight, ' The five here mentioned 
of pearls could fcarcely be'ofthat computation; 'but as the'ptar! filhery between Dek- 
kan and Ceylon'was for aga belonging to the roies of B^anuggur, great quantities 
mull have been in their poflcirion, ..... - . ■ . 

« From'this it appriirsj'thaVthc rdics’of Bcejanu^ur were fdvcfei^s'dr'all 'the 
ancient Carnatic, 



'di%racef§l^ -yet 13 ,6f'necefiity, cornplied^ 

a:tid :pfe|iarii'Hdris'-,fe miptials wer^ .made; by botli 

pairttesv l^pr- Ibtty "da^s-.ebmMuldcation was open between the city, 
ahd &e Mtatfs Pathp;^' Both'^deS^t^the Toad wete^^l^ withihops 
knd^dote, Whiclv^^^^^ dar^ers^ afid. mimics p£ 

Garhktib "difpls^ed fets a'fld fltill, to amiife paiTehgers. lOian^. - 

khahlti Meir Bdz^iil ; Obliaii, with the Guftoniaty prefents of =a . 

^yblit ^^ota wheiibe at the expiration of 

fe#nil^, : 'ithey the ‘B^o, Tichportion and oilerings 

fi^ the ipy, "to';^^^ dSewul roy having e^^refled a 

ilrbng deifire to fee the ftiltan, ^^feoze : Shaiw with great .gallantly; 
^reM td'VifithimWith Kishtid^^ ashisiather in law^ , : 


A ;day heih’g ‘fixed, he \Vith the bride proceeded to Beejanuggur, " 
iekyirig &; canip in charge df Khankhanan. On the way he was 
' : :hMhy Roy 1h.^gi^at ^pbihp.^ B 

ji&e^: teiftgh. dfitancehf'ne^y fix^iies/^t^ w^sdpread \vith 
'cloth of -gold, :yt^t> ihMn> ind^c^her tich l^e tvra 
/hes rode on hbrieback together, between ranks of beautiful boys and 
^irlsj. vwHB ^plates'of gold and'filver * flowers oyer their heads as 

_ ;thity^a<^ncea, ^nd theh^t^^ them to be:gathered-hy the populace. 
After Ms, -the inhabitants: of th offerings, both men and 

womMhdediMlg to their tank. . 

directly dn the center hf the City, the •relations of /Dewul Rpy, who 
haddined 'the ftreets in' Crowds, -made ?their obeifance and offerings, 
and -joined the -cav on foot, - marching before the princes; 
Upon theff^arrival-at the pak^ gate, the fultan and roy difmounted 
from theirhorfes, nnd^afcended a fplendidpalanquin, fet widi valuable 
jewels, in which they were oarried together to. the: apartments pre-s*. 
pared -for the reception 6f the bride and . bridegoOm ;., when Dewml 

... ,Roy 

* Or rather fmall coins ftamped with the figure of a flower. They are fiill ufed in 
India, to difiribute in ch^ity, and, on occafion, thrown bj' the purfebearcrs of tlic 
gre4t among the populace. 
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Roy took^his leave, and retired_^to his own palace, t .The fultan, after 
being treated with royal magnificence for three days, took his leave 
of the roy ; Vho prefled Upon him richer ^prefents than before given, 
^d attended him four miles on his way, when he returned to the 
^city. Sultan Firoze Shaw was enraged at his not going with him to his 
campi‘ and faid to Meet Fuzzul Oollah, that he would one day have 
revenge for the affront offered him by fuch negledt. This declaration 
being told to Dewul Roy, he made fomc infolent remarks, fo that, 
notwithftanding the conneftion of |amily, their hatred was not calm- 
ed. Sultan Firoze Shaw proceeded to the capital of his dominions, 
and dilpatched peribns to bring the beautiful Pertal, and her ftmily 
to court; which being done, her beauty was found toTurpafs all 
that had been reported of it. The fultan obferving that he was too 
old to efpolife her himfelf, gave ' her to his fon Houflun Khan in 
marriage, and gratified her parents with rich gifts and grants of land 
in their native country. Pertal was^committed to the care of the ful- 
tan’s aunt .till the nuptial preparations were ready, when the knot 
was tied, amid great rejoicings and princely magnificence. 

7- In the year 810 Firoze Shaw, as he was a great encourager of 
aftronomy,' ordered an obfervatory to be built on the fummit of the 
pafs called Ballaghaut; hut this work being interrupted by the death 
of Hakeem Houflun, the mofl: able profeflbr, it was left unfiniffted. 

12. In 8 1 5 the fultan went, on pretence of hunting, into the country of 
Gohndwarra, which he laid waftc, and brought away near three 
hundred elephants. . Soon after this, the fultan hearing that the cele- 
brated religious fyed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, was arrived near 
Koolburga from Dhely, ever anxious to honour merit, came himfelf 
•from Firozeabad to vifit him, and font all the nobility of the court to 
meet him ; but, though he at firft treated him .with much attention, 
on finding him unadorned by learning or fciencc, he withdrew the 
warmth of his favour. 


Khan 
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Kli^hkli^^v ^ title ^'fuitan, entertained.; th6 -holy 

iyed;the' ftrohgefti veh^^ :& him a fuperb conventj fpent ' 

'great part of His Hme inVattendm Kis dedtufes bri: divinity, and wis 


hete .ahfent 'froni'Kis^ wujdi 'dr v<fhich times he dif- 

tributed large: fums{td the’feryants dFth^^^ dirveihes. ' ^ 


: In the year 8 1 8, the Tultan 'having fixed '011 -his fon Houfiun, i a A . D. 14 
weak and di'ffijpated prince, ' to fiicceed him, conferred upon him a 
royal' ; cap arid ^ veftband j ' With ’ aii umbrella, tents, ^ and .elephants, 

'peculia[r- to' royalty; ' "When -lie - invited-^ the- hdbles to acknowledge 
hihiV he rebtiefted alfo of the holy -iyed' to give him h^ bleifing j but 
he anfwerS, tliat to one chofen by the fultan the prayers of a fakeer 
were of no .moment. Sultan Firoze Shaw, difiatisfied with his de- 
clihihg; the hleffihgf Fenh; to ' beg dt much importunity ; 

hjoh whiph the Fyed bbferved, that as Fhei crown ''after , him was 
^^decredd to his brother Khankhanan, 'by the will of providence,, it 
vain to try to hefid w^it oh another;^ • The Mtan,' on hearing this, 
wasjiritich alarmed; and ordered the fyed to leave the city, pretending 
that his Convent vvas- tod hear the jpalace> arid that the crowds of his 
difcipies- and ftudefits were dangerous to the peace of the capital. 

The: fyed,, immediately obeyed, and retired out of the' town to the 
fpot ;vvhere his tomb; how ftands, and his folio v/ers foon eredled, for 
him a maigiiificerit ' dwelling. . “ ' 


*Xn the yeair 820 the fultan diipatched, ambalfadors to the iroy of A. p. 14 1 
:Telingaha, ' dernanding ibme years’ arrears of tribute f and he obey- 
ing^ feht the films due, with fiich -valuable prefents of money and 
■ eifefts, in addition, as fatisfied . the fultan. • - : . , 


Tlie Mahummedan dirvefhes- often .fall into real or pretended extades at their 
religious affemblies, when verfes are redted from, their poets j and^ when in thefe fits, 
what they- uttep is regarded by their difdples .as the efte£t of prophetidc infpiration. 
During the pafoxyfrtijj they dance, tear their clothes, and commit a thoufand extrava- 
gancies. The wujd is not unlike the deferibed cxtacy of the ancient Pythian prieftefs^ 
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<ia In the middle of this ypar^ fultan Firoze Shavvibrme(l,(he cjelign of 
reducing the fortrefe of Mankul, now g5nerally call?d^Bilkopdah. 
cWithout regarding his relationfljjp to the roy;_ he, marched and cottir 
mencedthe iiege, which extended to two whole ycjffs; at the end of 
‘ which, its.reduaion not being the will of heaven, ^ pellilfnije hr^kf 
out in the royal army, in which men and horfes died every day in 
alarming numbers. , Difcontent x\nd fear iil|ed the furvivorsj . and 
many of the firll nobility deferted, thf camp, and f}ed, with their 
.followers, to their jaghires. At this crifis Dewul rpyjColledl^d his 
armyj and having obtained, n^df frgpi.all tjie f\}(pnpdhig princes, 
even toithe rajaiof Telingapa, mapched_f>g^inO: the fulttip with a vaft 
hoft of horfe andfoot. _ , , * ^ 

Firoze Shaw, though, he judged hh army unequal tp oppofttibf^ 
yet impelled by royal jealonfy of hh glory| ip ^^i^.e pfal) tjje remon-, 
ftrances of his friends, gave baftlp. JVfeer pui^sul Opll^h, who 
commanded the ftpops of Illaam, charged the infidels yith heroic 
vigour, and, routing their center, pfoceeded fo attach ^elr .right 
wing. He was on 'the point of gathering the flpsyers of vjflory, 
when one of his own attendants, bribed for the pnrpofe by pewul 
Roy, gave him a mortal wound on the head, and he inftantly 
tjuaffed the Iherbet of mar&rdom. This fatal event changed the 
fortune of the day ; the fultan ^as defeated, and with tl)e Ptmofr dif- 
ficulty, by die moll furprizing and gallant efforts, made his elcape from 
the field. The Hindoos made a\gcneral mafl'a'^® pf the rapflul- 
mauns, and erefted a platform with their heads on the field of battlp. 
They followed the fultan into hj? own country, which they walled 
with fire and fword, took ipany place^brpke down mofques pnd 
holy places, flaughtercd the people wlthobt mercy ; by their ailions 
fccming to difcbargc the trcafured malice and relentment of ages. 
Sultan Firoze Shaw, in the exigence of dillrcfs, requelled didioftlie 
fultan of Gnzarat, who, having but juft 'acceded to the throne, 
could afford none. At Lift fortune took a turn favourable to his 



^^airSi.{ 4 ndrJtkie;.ener^^ jbattles>?were?expelled'ri^^^ 

his dpininions h}^ J tlie fulta .brothel*, • Khankhanap jj butjthefe 
fortunes d^elt ;ou:-;the,;m'in;(i' of jFirpze]Shaw^ .now bld> ; and he fell- into 
a;^hgenilg^:difoi^er;fed-lo^;^^of T 

‘ t ' '- '*;■ .-'-i'***-* *»’ -'»•• /'j-- 

■ ■ Ji'; J; K V /.w v ’ITi.-v ■ *ri'- , 'u/£ 

:i/ , -During; his;yillne;{s,vtii^^ gave; jtKp ^dins; .of governinentinto 

the handslof fwo hf . his haves,' one indrned t,HolliiarlEih' ai M6plk>. 
arid thd jOtheri*! Nizam .Bed#taliM6olki yhrengthening ;tMr,f^ 

with the LWhole weight. 6fhisrauthority.'::.r M 

the ipopniarity: arid*; arribitidri oflKhankhariririy^^ pbferyed; to the fultanj 
that the government of Dekkan could only ; be feGured;- to.hw 
Houllun Khan, when the kingdom fhould be cleared of the power 
andvinfluence>b£Kh^nkhknanv iiThe.fultan. then^recolle^ed^t^^^ 
di(-liori :g£ iyed Mahurhrriud; Geefoordemuzi and determined to rprevent 
a.ep'6flibilify of ; his afpiring I to ( .the dhronei by haying his: brodier 
biiridedi. ..Khankhariari; hem -of / the^ fultan’s. : defigri-by'his 

IpidsV.) prepare.d fpr/fhghE iVoPi^ the might- he; ;!.werit wit^^ his'ijfori 

^la ad jDieril to; thei.dweUingbf'the holy ;;^ed> tbirequeif rhis advice 
and-j biefling^ " oThe fyed. took . the turbany-frOni ; his m Wri fori'S head,, 
and .dividing itjiritQjtWO p^rts>l tied one roundthe . head pf .the fathen 
arid- fon; arid :e;xtending;his_ hinds overithemy 3 hailed them both.: with 
future royalty. ! V.' Ehankh.arian^ after - this; ceremony, ! returned :;to^ his 
houfe ; rand,- haying.fperit the rernamder- of the.m -preparation,, 

iriued fern the.'gates; at .dawn of ; day with four hundred' faithful ;Com’-; 
pariionsl ;^:;-.^t;-.the^j^ yyas. faluted>.j after -dhe ;-.rdyafi^ 

celebrated , mercharitj renamed ^ I^ulf-Idoiiiruri/Buflbfeh,. one :of;-his 
earlieft; acquaintance,; who had heardof his- delign.^hi 

iy J^harikhanaridefiredihina hafteri^ to his. own. dwelling, led he 
- fhould. be feen ; by the. officers . ;of the corirt, ; ■ and fuffer trouble bn his 
account. . To this ;H6uffiin remarked, that;to .be; a .companion in the 

''--yyi .j.i'j.; - -t.-. - days 

“ The political eye of the ftate. 

^ 'The regulator, watchful of the ftate; 
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days of profperity, and to caft the dull of inconftancy in the eyes of a 
friend in adverlity, was not becoming a virtuous man ; that while he 
had a Ipark of life within him, he Ihould be loath to quit his patron- 
age; and hoped, if he would receive him among the number of hiS 
fervants,_to perform feme fervices of importance. Khankhanan, 
pleafed at hb attachment, confented to his accompanying* him, and 
laid, that if the reins of empire ihould ever be held in his hands^ he 
ihould be his guide and minifter. 'He then left the city, and in the 
evening arrived at Khankhananpore, which he vowed to dedicate to 
the ufe of the fyeds of Mecca and Medina, Nujeef and Kcrballa, 
ihould he become king. > ' _ _ _ ' 

Hoihlar and Bedar, on learning the flight of Khankhanan, went 
with anxious impatience to the fnltan ; and, having obtained per- 
, nufllon to purfue him, marched with all expedition, attended by four 
thoufand horfe and feme war elephants, Khanklianan was for con- 
cealing himfelf in the country, till he 'could prevail on feme of the 
( nobility to aflert his caufe ; but HouiTun', difliiading him 'from it, 
fent to Koolburga, Bieder, and Kallean, from whence he procured a 
number of the difaffedted and idle to inlift. Some days were paifed 
in moving irom place to place, to avoid fighting, when, at laft, the 
minifters were reinforced, and all hope of efcape cut off ; nor could 
Khankhanan hope to engage with fuccefs, the enemy being eight 
thoufand llrong, and his whole ferce not amounting to more than a 
thoufand. In this crifis, a band of grain merchants, called in Hin- 
dooftan, Bunjarchs, in their way from Bprar, with two thoufand 
head of oxen, halted in the neighbourhood of Kallean, as alfo three 
hundred horfes, which feme dealers liad brought to fell from Lahore. 
Khulf Houffun, who ua; eager for oppofition, purchafed them all, 
and making red and green banners, after the cuflom of Dekkan, 
mounted a man wife a flag on each ox. He placed feme cavalry in 
front of this mock force, wife orders to appear at a diftance when 
the engagement fliould commence, and to proclaim, feat feme prin- 
cipal 
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^ipal iamras had; arrived; affift; Khankhanan. 

■ ithankhanan , atlfirft , regarded 4:he fcheme as ridiculous, but at laft 
cpufented to. embrace, k, as he could. ; not avoid lighting, r In the 

■ rriorning 'Rhankhanan moved dowly with his motley army towards 
' the enemy, encouraging his troops by declaring that fuch and fuch 

.noblemen were: haftening . .to , join, him,- and^ then oiily a few milesf 
frprn>themr^t alfo dreaded the event of his being 

miriforced, arid eagerly jiccepted the prefent olfer of battle^' hoping 
to prevent it. ’. .Whensthe fight had beguni J^ulfHouiruh,^ a^ 
his hprle in front ;pf ..the oxen,, and waving. his banners, appeared 
marching i from behind , a -grove at rfbnie diftance, which ftruck the 
enemy with a, belief that the amras were arrived to Khankhanari's 
affiftance ; and a vigorous charge being made at the fame time, the 
'fight of; the. enemy .broke m cbnfufipn. . Hpfhiar and Bedar, who 
: were in the, center, , -feemg their, i^en ,pn the aright fly, and terrified at 
' the fuppofed new troops, after a flight oppofition were routed^ and 
. :^iven from the fieM.^ ; tiriexpe^edly viSrorioiis, 

purfued. jhe haying tajten many elephants> hor&s> ..and 

, much .plunder, . enc^ped - at a fmalt diftarice frpmi ltpplburga>. and 
.^as jomed by /numbers of the royal /tfppps from all quarters. , . - 


. . S.ultan Firpze Sha\v j notwithflanding his indifpofitiori^ arid , weak- 
, nefs, -ipfead the. royil umbrella over: the. head Hpuflun Khan, by 

; the advice of his. minifters ; and having, enhufle.d the citadel to fome 
faithful fervants, pur himfelf in a palanquin ■ (being too infirm to 
'.travel otherwife) at the ,head of many of , the nobility^ four thousand 
,-horfe, a great .number^ qf foot,, .fpirie artniery, and many elephants, 

, .to pppofe hh brother Khankhanan, An .engagement took plice^ a 
jfew.miles from the city. T fultan Firoze Shaw 

was, being hard, puflied,,^a.^ .report ;fpread through, the, a that he 
.was ; killed ; upon .which |ther nobility: and troops came oyer in great 
, numbers to th.e flandard of l^ankhanan, Hofliiar and Bedar, being 
■ / / , N 2 ■ V ' alarm^- 
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alRWnei 'at'ijle'/ great ' 'deferiibifr'fledj‘wth^"the-rultah' precipitately ■ 
towaVds' ihe'citadel, at;9ie'^tes' dfdwhicK'3ultari-'Firoz^''Sha’w ire- 
1 fairitirig fit/'in'td'which he h''ad'fellen"froiii alaim and , 


covered from a 


■fatigue. 


r.”coi; rjr* .fi:' 


//'r:'H-;o .01!' 


‘ ■■'‘fchankfiaftarii out of refpeft' vvovnd'-®n 6 t'’'alldw'tKe’^fultati"to''be 
phtfued'; Wt'\vhhn hl:'hJard't>fiusbieirig 4 n''tHe'fdrt;tmarcHed‘t 8 ithe 
capital, •'afid encamped under tKe'vvkllsi'o'f-’tKe citadeli"'^Hbiliiaf 'and 
•^edar;' t 6 gether'with''Hoairun'-'Kh^n;^ rhiiiihed''th'e‘worksj' arid Began 
Id mQle!^;'t^e;liS&egeis^%lv'ihiiFand''aif’ovreJ ^'A'Ball Khtering the 
tent ■’oKMiahkhaha'n;'‘’>Vdilh 3 fil’’h)lfte’l)t:ffons 'lifting n 6 kf^Kiin 7 ‘'up 6 n 
wjiick''hd'retreatedtbagreat&'dlftdnce.'''*' 7 '''‘’ ‘-h-ji: r rk-.v vjiij;- 
(Cn:! vr;i:,i in r.;!:,'!! vr.iad op-irrb ancan-;;:'.’ li 


i.n:: 




*iidkili^'and;afmy,'' a'nd^.’as°tli'ey‘^hi'd^''fiibftly;3eclared’for'-Hi£'un'cId, ' 
'h'i''ha'd'b'ettef 'wiHd'''up 'IKb f6fls'‘'of'djfpofition;* whicH' could'dnly 
idcSkiiiiti%dBUilt''fclllatHidl!s.^’ad^^ iifBitti’t y "hlPpBtvet‘.^'‘After' IKk 


preaching the bed of the fultan, hpwed his head at his feet^ when 


^hJglFdign^tji^itel^was^'d'yy'deferving;^ thaf'patbrrial alfe£tioh' had 
.maddlfiin^’wlflf hp'fob'fc^^^ fufccdijbrj'’'b'ul'as he Was' dlfappomted, 
"li® i?ds'"'kmgdbm''to 'God';' and ‘llUv'fon 'to' his ''care'.'"''He-thch 
'heggpd 'j^e-^would 'afilimc tfie' 'fh”rbric^'“and^ tike|'c!ife’''df' Ws pertbn 
'fertile little^ hrdB‘.^d''migbt;rcmairt'':his' giieft'; 'fKharif^ianah,'’the 
fame. day7 put yon the '.royal turbitn invented by his brother, and 
mdunting'Qie^tlirone FirdzCh,' ftiled himfelf Sultan Ahmed ' Shaw, 
‘cbmnfa'ndiii^, Cbltis . to ' be 'tl'riickV and ' tlie^'klidd.tbaK' to he' read 'in his 
“"•‘■“■" 'AV fultan' Firbze Shawj' teri'^dayV after thisi refigned'his 

fotil 


-nartie; 
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fotU guardiahs of paradife, his body was depolited wit^ 

great funeral pomp and royal ceremony, near the tombs . of his 
anceSorsi He reigned twentyj five years, feven months, and fifteen 
days. It is faid iii fbme books, that he was put to death through 
polic;^; by his brother, but no good foundation appears for the 
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" ' sultan 

‘ ‘AHMED SHAW'wULLEE'BHAMENEe! 


Sultan Ahmed Shaw underftood well the rules of civil 'polic/ 
and militaiy aflairs. Copying his brother, he paid great refpea: to 
the fyeds, learned men, and diviues, omitting voluntarily nothing 
for their benefit and encouragement. In the beginning of his reign, 
on account of the predidtions made by him of his fuccefs, he fliower- 
ed favours on the venerable fyed Mahummud Geelbo*derauz, and, as 
■the people generally follow the opinions of their king, the natives of 
Dekkan chofe him for their guide in religious affairs j fo that his 
refidence became a place of pilgrimage to all fedls. The fultan with- 
'drew his attachment from the Ikinily of Ihekh Serauje ad Dien, to the 
holy fyed j to whom he granted in perpetuity feveral towns, villages, 
and extenfive lands near Koolburga, and built for him a moft magni- 
feiewt college, mat fist ftova. the city. * Th.cu.gh. It has waw yaOsd 
from the family of Bhamenee to the fultans of Beejapore, yet moft of 
the eftates, given by the former princes, are ftill in pofleffion of the 
lyed's defcendants. The people of Dekkan have fuch a reJpedl for 
the faint, that a Dekkanee, on being once queftioned by a humourift, 
who was the greateft perfonage, Mahummud or he, replied, with 
feeming wonder at his query, that the prophet was undoubtedly a 
great man, but fyed Midiummud Geefoo-derauz a far fuperior fund 
Of being. 

- Sultan 

• The excellent fultan, fnend of God. ^ ‘ * 

* Ferilkta wrote in the beginning of Jehaungeeii about the year 1607, 
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Sultan Ahmed Shaw, from the inftant he mounted the throne, 
turneid all his attention to ftrehgthen his army, and obtain revenge 
for the invafions of the roy of Beejanuggur in the laft reign. He ap- 
-pointed Khulf Houflun yaqueel al fultunnut, with the rank of twelve 
hundred i and, as he was ;a merchant, conferred upon him the title of 
^mallek al tijaar.. This title is Ilill given in Dekkan, where it is 
efteemed one of the moft honourable. Houflun, admiring the fidelity 
of themihifters of the late fultan, thought them worthy of confidence, 
and interceded for them with the fultan, who, at his recolnmenda- 
ition, honoured Hoftiiar Ein al Moolk with the title of , ameer al amra 
and rank of fifteen hundred ; and giving Ae government of Do wlu- '' 
tabad to Bedar Nizam al Moolk, exalted him to the rank of two 
thbufandi We are told, that the princes of Bhamenee confined the 
higheft rank of nobility to two thoufand, in which were admitted . 
only four perfons, the teruffdars, or governors of the four capital 
divifions of the kingdom. ^ From this, the ranks were continued 
- down as low; as t\yo hundred,- but none of lefs rank were efieemed 
noble. An ameer of a.thoufand had the privilege of carrying in his 
fuitthe tpghe, * ullum, and drums, as infignia of dignity' 

The late fiiltan’s fon, Houfiiin Klian, though legal heir to the 
: Ibvfereignty. of Dekkan, • Ahmed Shaver, contrary to the opinions of 
. his miniflters, who 'advifed, his being flridlly confined or put to death, ' 
appointed, an ameer of five hundred, and gave him, the palace of 
Firozeabad for his refidence, with an ample jaghire,' and permiflion 
to huiit or take his pleafure within eight miles round his palace, 
without refirffion to time or form. ^ As this prince was entirely - 
devoted to indolence and pleafure, he was more fatisfied with this 
power of indulging his appetites, than witli the charge of empire. 

'"■'V' ■; ■■■ ■ • , ' ‘ / While 

• Prince of merchants. 

. > A ftafF witha head ofthis^^form. > 

* A ftafF with a head in form of a hand. Each of thefe are carried feparaicly on an 
tlephintj alfo the drums. 
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JVhile : HiS: unde. Jived, 'he ■ enjoyed jliis ■ ,eafe , , .and ;no. .dffierenceCeyer 
happened between, them'j ■ blit,- hd I'was 'afterwards .blinded and ^kept 
■confined to the palace of .Firozeaba:d, •' \-:i i,,... i, i :;([,■ -Ji 
r i- ivov; rv fidiii.'dn'r.iFi i;otnioq- 

- ;,,'Vi?he'n Aimed- Shaw,h'ad,.>by his.yirtues/.-dmptefle'd^tljeiminds.jp.f 
Jus - people . with-; affedli on ’ to.- his' ' government;. ;he fta tioned ;a ' ftrpng 
force, ;On the frontiers of his dominions .towards. GnZarat, -, to, preyeht 
invafi'ohs from that-rjuarter, ahd'then marcheditp, wards iCarnptiCjWjth 
forty., thoufandv:Korfe.,<-;! Dewuh-Roy; without (’delay f.coll'efted ihis 
troops, .and; calling tlielroy of:Warurikub to his-affiftarice,.;rnarched 
vvith a m'dft numerous army, lin.tlie' hope'of extirpating the. jhiiflul- 
maiiris; to:thetbank.of;th'e .Tummedra,' where he (fixed ,hi_s;camp. 

'3 c; '1 t’d. u.-iij o-:'; 

l-i;:Sultan-, Ahmed.-Shaw Being arrived on- thei-oppofiteihankoifur-l 
rounded, his canip with (Xarriages, -iafter > the, ufage , of * Room,- fto 
prevent the enemy’s foot from making: night attacks, .and haltedifot 
forty days j duringiwhich his detachments :d£ horfe .laid ! wafte.-, all 
the country of Dewul !R6y on'oiie fide theriveriio -He endeavoured to 
..tempt the Hindoos 'to crofs and give him battle on the ground, which 
he regarded as advantageous, but in vain. At length, tired with 
delay, the fultan fummoned; a. council 'of, his nobility, (arid- finding 
them -unanimous for crofling the river, then .fordable, '-.and 'attacking 
■ftie enemy on ’tnen own .gtonnh, Tefithvehi.on htimg .at , ine next 
morning-! '• '• . '.-y . ..■M'' 

. ... !rhe roy. of .Wariinkiil defected his ally, .and withdrew to his own 
country, with all his,, troops. , Early. in the morning, -Lodi Khan, 
Aulum Khan, and Dillawer dGian; .who ; had {marched during the 
night, and forded the river at a diftance, reached the environs of .the 
enemy’s camp. It happened that the roy was lleeping, attended by 
only a few perfons, in a garden, clofc to which svas a thick plan- 

' ' fation 

■ Tuilecy in Europe.,' 
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tsLtion of fugar cane. A.body of tlie miiiliilmaiins entered the ^trden 
for plunder, aiid Pemd Roy, being alarmed, fled ulmoft naked into 
^ the fugar cane plantation. Here lie avas found by the foMiers, who 
thought him -only a common perfom and having loaded him with a 
bundle of ckiies, obliged him to run with it before- them. Dewul 
Roy, rejoiced at his being undifcovered, held his peace, and took up 
the burden readily, hoping that he fliould be difcharged as a poor 
perfbn> dr be .able to make his efcape; 

; They hadnOt gone far,-. when the' alarm of ftiltan Ahmed Shaw's 
having croffedrhe river, and the lofs of the roy, filed the camp, and 
the Hindoos began to difperfe.' The. fultan, entered, the camp, and 
Dewul Roy’s rnaflers, hoping now; for more valuable plunder than 
. fugar; cane, haflened to .'join' their friends, leaving him to fliift for 
himfelf.' Dewul .:Roy ‘ran with his owit troops, and about noon came 
“ up with fome of his r nobles, by whom he was' recognized and received 
with great joy. , His ;fafety being made known, liis.army rallied into 
fome order ^:but, ! as he regarded the late accident as an ill omen, he 
.laid . afide ' all -thoughts of engaging in the field, and fied to Jlccjan-' 
.;uggur;::.v.^;..;•;■. ■■■ 

Ahmed Shaw not flopping to befiege the city, overran the open 
.country, . and wherever he came, put to death men, women, and 
children, without . mercy, contrary to the compadl made by his 
anceflor Mahummud Shaw with the roies of B cej anu ggu r . Laying 
afide all humanity, whenever, the'numbcr of flain amounted to twenty 
thoufand, he halted three days, and made a fefiival in celebration of 
the bloody work. He broke down the idol temples, and dcflroycd 
the Colleges of the bramins. During thefe operations, a body of five 
thoufand Hindpos, enraged to defperatiqn at the dcflrudion of their 
. country and the irifults to their gods, united in taking an oath to fi- 
clifice their lives in attempting to kill the fultan, as the grand author 

o of 
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of all their lufterings. . For this purpofc they employed fpies to obfetvc 
his motions, that they might feize thn firll opportunity of aflion. 

" It happened, that the fultan going to hunt, in the eagernefs of chafe 
feparated from the body of his attendants, and advanced near twelve 
miles from hts camp. The devoted infidels, informed Of the circum- 
ftance, immediately haftened to intercept him, 'and arrived in fight 
when even his perfonal attendants, about two hundred Moguls, were 
at feme diftance from him. The fultan alarmed, galloped on in 
hopes of gaining a fmall mud inclofiire,' which flood on the plain as 
a fbld for cattle j but was fo hotly purfiied, that feme broken ground 
falling in his way, he was not able to crofs it before his purfuers 
came up. Luckily feme archers at this inftant arrived to hi& aid, fe 
that the enemy were delayed fiifBciently tp give the fultan time to 
reach the inclofiire with his friends. The infidels attempted to enter, 
and a ftiarp conflufl took place 5 all the faithful'repeating the * creed 
of teftimony, and fwearing to die, rather than fubmit. Syed Houflun 
Buduckhflii, Meer Ah Syeftaanee, Meer Ali Cabulee, and Ahdoolla 
Khoord, in this fight did fuch fervlces, as procured them the fultan's 
lafling praifes and gratitude. Their little troop being moflly killed and 
wounded, the afliulants advanced clofe to the wall, which they began 
to throw down with pickaxes and hatchetsr fe that the fultan was 
reduced to the extremity of dift refs. At ljus cfit'ical junEcure arrived 
Abd al Kadir, firft armourbearer to the fultan, and a body of troops, 
with whom, fearful of feme accident having happened to occafion 
his abfence, he had left the camp in fcarch of his mafter. ' The-in- 
fidels had completed a wide breach, and were preparing to enter, 
when they found their rear fiiddcnly attacked. The fultan with his 
remaining friends joined Abd al Kadir in attacking the enemy, who 
after a long flniggle were driven off the field, with the lofs of a thou- 
fiind men, and about five hundred of the muffulmauns obtained marQT- 
dom. Thus the fultan, by the almofl infpired caution of Abd al Kadir, 

acceded, 


■ Thtre is no god but God, and Mahummud is his prophet. 
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actedMy a'^ dt were -a Xec(5fid^k 4eptlis. of danger to the 

enjoynient-'of^fnpire-. - ?place ^n^oTi^i.t^^^ records of time, 

as ^ irernarkaMe j'eWift; fovereigns .^tfthe armies. 


iliouM ififto • fith daMgeff Ifor. ^waht of mnmbers, and -both efcape 
uninjured. Sultan Ahmed Shaw, the, fame day;, 'raifed Abd al Kadir 


to the rank two tlht^ufand*;^^ goyerhment’ of -Berar,, and title of 

Khan -Jehaiin :; to Which he added, the appellations of DiferbedOwm 
Brother, and . K aithful i Friend. , Abd al Lutteef, his brother, ; was 
iraifed to the fame rank,’ the title of A.zim Khan, All who had 

' any ;3iare in the fultM* s delivefarce wereamplyrrewarded with -titles, 
bounties, ' and coihmands. : ; A.^ the Mog been of ; great 

ufe, he gave orders to >Mallek*al '^ijaar to form.a body of three thpu- 
fand,;comp>bied c^ the natw^^ Khoraflan, ; Mav^ 

Turky, and Arahia> diid cohitiianded all his officerato, rpradtife; them- 
'felves/ ^ehildrenf and dependants, rat ‘dioGtihg Wi^^^ 

' ; ; ' y .After -this evetit,.‘ -Ahmed ihaW,' having rlaid . wafte the whole 

, ' country, marched to ;Beejanuggur, which; he. kept fp clofel^ 

up, .that the inhabitants were reduced to the greateft didrel^ f when 
Dewui Roy, tp/ipare 4iis/pe'ppley feiit ambalTadors to .the fultan en- 
treating peabe ; to which he ■cOnfented,yonveGndition that he would - 
fend the tribute :df -as jilianyf years - as he had.negle^ed to .pay, laden 
on his bett eiephantsi .and Gondudted- by’' yhk -fo with ids drums, 
trumpets, and ah other iiifignia; of Rate, .to his camp.; Dewui Roy, 
unable to refiife compliance/ agfeed. to the demands, -and fent his' fon 
with thirty favoUrite -elephants, ipaded • ; with rtreafiif e; and ' valuable 
eifefis. The iiiltan fent ibme noblemen to .meet him, and, after - 


being led in ceremony through the market and' great Rreets of the 
pamp, , he Was brought to tlie prefence. ;The fultan, after embracing, 
- ..permitted him to ^fit at' thd fdOt of Ids' throne j and putting on his 
iliOulders a magnihcent .robe, . and.gir^ig ,Idny with a iabre fet with 
jewels, gaye hiin^wentyj beautiful hoffes of various -countries, a male 
' ■ ' - O 2 - ' . elephant. 


* Provinces of Syria, .Pcrfia, and Tartar}', - 
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elephant, dogs for the chafe,' and three hawks, which die.Car- 
natickehs were till then ftrangers to the ufe of He then marched 
from the environs of Beejanuggur, and on his arrival on the bank of 
the Kiftnah, difmifled the joy’s fon, and returned to ICoolburga. 

' 'This year, no rain felling, a grievous femine raged through all 
Hekkan, and multitudes of cattle died on the parched plains, for 
want of water. The fultan enlarged the pay of his troops, and 
opened all the royal ftores of grain for the eafe of the poor } but the 
next year allb no rain appearing, the people became feditious, com- 
plaining, that the • fultan’s reign was unlucky, and difplealing to 
God. The fultan was much affidted, and repaired to pray for the 
divine compaffion on his fubjedfs. His prayers were heard, and a 
plentiful Ihower fell almoft immediately. Thofe who had abufed 
him, now became loud in his praife, calling him ^ Wulleh, and 
worker of miracles. The fultan returned with joy and thanidgiving 
to his 'palace, amid the acclamations of his people, who now blamed 
tiieir own raflihefs of opinion. . • ' , . ^ 

I* i ' 

' In the year 828, the fultan, to be revenged of the roy of Warun- 
kul for joining the roy of Beejanuggur, marched to fubdue his 
coun^, and all Telingana. On his arrival at Golconda, he fent an 
army before him under Khan Azim, and made a halt wth the main 
body for twenty feven days. During this time he received accounts 
that Khan Azim, notwithftanding his fmall force^ had defeated the 
enemy, killed feven thoufand men, and obtained pofleffion of War- 

unkul, 

• Among other fuperflmons, the natives of Hindooflan regard the failure of the 
•ufual fains, as a mafk of the divine dlCpleaCufc to their Sovereigns ; and in times of 
drought, it is ufual for the emperor, or governors of towns and diflnfls, to go out, 
attended by eminent leligious and tlie people, to pray for rain. They generally chufc 
a time when the clouds hang heavy, and promife the accomphfhmcnt bf their petitions. 

I have heard marvellous Aorics from the nauves, of the fudden cfFcil of thefc folcmn 
prayers. 

* Friend of God. 
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.tuikul, tlie^ roy ^ being flaiii in tlie a<Sbion. ~ Tlie fultaii moved to 
Warunkul, and took polleffion of the buried treafures of ages, which 
iiad till now been prcferved from plunder, and accumulated yearly by ‘ 
tlie oeconomy of Hie roies. He conferred on IClian A'zini ten large 
and ten fmall elephants, a girdle fet with jewels, four firings of fine 
|)earls, and a large fomc of money ; after which he detached him to 
reduce the other towns of Telingana ; which having efieded in the 
fpace of four months, he returned to the fultan at Warunkul. 

He was now ordered to reduce fome ftrong polls in pofieflion of the 
deceafed roy's heirs, while Alimed Shaw returned to Koolburga. 

In the year 829, Ahmed Shaw marched to reduce a rebellious A.D. 
Zemindar, who had foized tlie fort of Mahoor from the royal garri- 
fon. The rebel was foon reduced, but the fultan, who had afllired 
him of pardon on fubmifiion, put him to death as foon as he fell 
into his hands, with five or fix thoufand of Iiis foUotvers, as examples 
to deter otliers from rebellion. The fultan polTefied Iiimfelf of a 
diamond mine in Ghondwareh, where he razed many temples of 
idols, and eroding mofques on their fites, Appropriated to each fome 
trads of land, to maintain dirveflies and fupply lamps 'and oil for 
divine fervice. He halted near a year at Elichpore, founded 
•Kaween, repaired the fortrefs of Pernalleh, and then returned to his 
capital Koolburga. ... 

i. 

As fultan Hofhung Shaw of Malwa dreaded the neighbourhood of 
Ahmed .Shaw, he made propofals to his tributary, Nerfing Roy of 
Kurleh, to enter into alliance againfl the houfe of Bhamenee ; and ' 
the roy refufing to accede .to his demands, Hofliung Shaw twice in- 
vaded his .country, but was expelled both .times witli difgraceful 
lodes. He however made . a third .-attempt, fo unexpediedly, that 
Nerling could not gain time to colle< 5 l his troops, and was obliged 
- to retire to his fortrefs. In the year 8 30, ‘Nerfing petitioned Ahmed A.D. 
Shaw for afliflance, obferving, that from the day of his having fub- 

mitted 
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mif ted to become tributary to Firoze Shaw,'' he ha'd -never \vandered 
from the path of obedience that he was efteemed by all the fiir- 
tounding ftateVas a tributary to his honfe, whom to delay fupportingl 
in the days of misfortune, would be ungenerous. 

Ahmed Shaw immediately ordered Khan Jehaun, Governor of 
3erar, to march to the fuccour of i^erfing j and moved himfelf, 
with feven thonfand horfe, to Elichpore, to be ready, if neceflary, 
to fupport him. Hofhung Shaw, judging the fultan’s not being 
• with the army to proceed from fear, advanced to Kurleh, plundered 
the country round, and opened the tongue of ridicule on the inaiti- 
vily of Ahmed Shaw ; which being informed of, he marched rapidly 
to relieve Kurleh. 

Ait this time fome venerable 'divines reprefented to the Tultan, 
that none of his anceftors had ever affifted infidels againft mufliil- 
mauns, that it was againft the'laws of the faith, and Ihould be 
avoided, as indelible difgrace. The fultan, then within ioity miles 
ot the, enemy’s camp, was ftruck 'with the remonftrance, and im- 
■ mediatdy flopped his march ; writing to Holhung ' Shkw, that, 
as Nerfing V^s one of his dependants, it would promote friendlhip to 
defift from attaching him, and return to his own countiy ; that he 
himfelf was, at the remonftranccs of the divines, going back im- 
mediately to his capital. 

Ahmed Shawhegun his retreat before the meffenger had arrived 
in the enemy’s cam^ Hofhung Shaw was filled with rage ‘and con- 
tempt at the mefrage\and knowing his otvn army .fuperior to the 
fultan’s, as he had only fifteen thoufand horfe, by double his num- 
bers, refolved to purfue him ; which he -did with fuch rapidity, as , 
el-ways to encamp on the ground his enemy had left in the morning, 
committing great depredations on his route. 


Alimed 
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Ahmed Shaw, ftung at this affront, affembled his divines, telling, 
them, that he thought He had already fufficiently fhewn his regard, 
for the laws of die faith, by fuffering diflionour to his arms. He ' 
dien ordered his baggage to go on before, and halted his army in 
dlfpofition of battle i giving the command of liis right wing to Khan 
Jehaun, the left to Abdoolla Khan, grandfon of ‘ Ifmael Mukh, and 
comimtting the royal umbrella to his fon,. the prince Alla ad Dien, 
polled him in the center. He then, with two thoufand chofen horfe 
and twelve war elephants, fethed to a fpot he had fixed upop as an 
ambufli for the enemy. 

Hofliung Shaw, who had not yet been oppofed, expedled the. 
D.ekkanees were flilk flying before him, and advanced without any- 
regard to die order of his army. When he, came up with them, he , 
had not time to make a difpofitidn •, but feeing no remedy for his 
negle(fl:,‘but valour, ch^ged in a, confufed manner with, feventeen 
thoufand men. When the lines were engaging, fultan Ahmed Shaw 
rufhed from his ambufli, with his elephants and two thoufand’ rnen, 
on die rear of the army of Malwa 5 which, confounded, between two 
attacks, was panic flruck, and fled with- precipitation. • The Dek- 
kanees purfued them, and killed above two thoufand.'men, took all 
their baggage and two hundred elephants, with the women and all the 
haram of Hofliung Shaw. Nerling,' hearing of the defeat of . the 
Malwes,^ quitted his fortrefs, and intercepted them in their paffage ' 
through his '.country, killing great numbers.' Sultan Alimed ‘ Shaw 
lamented this misfortune, and having conferred magnificent prefents 
on the women and children of -Hofliung Shaw,, fent them to; Malwa, 
^fcorted by feme perfens of rank and confidential -eunuchs, without, 
demanding any ranfem. - Nerfing came to pay his refpe£ts to .the 
fultaii, accompanied by his fens-; - and having prevailed upoA Him. to 

- . • viflt 

* For a fiiort time fultan Nafir ad Dien, as related in the account of the firR 
Bhamenee fovereign. ■ , ' ' 
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■upon wliich, fultan Ahmed Shaw Guzaratee fent his fon Zuffir Khan, 
with an army, to retake it. Upon this, the fultan of Dekkan alfo 
difpatched his fon Alla ad Dien to reinforce Mallek al Tijar. Botli 
armies remained fome tune encamped in fight of each other, on op- 
pofite banks of an inlet of the fea, without either having the boldnefs 
to attack. . At length, prince Alla ad Dien, being affedled greatly in 
his health by the unwholefome air and water of the country, removed 
fome days’ journey, for a change of air. Zufiir Khan, during his ab- 
fence, attacked Mallek al Tijar, and after a very deiperate conflidl 
of the two' armies, the brother of the Dekkan general was taken 
prifoner, and two chief officers killed. The army of Dekkan re- 
ceived a total defeat j and effedVs innumerable, with tents, elephants, 
and horfes, fell into the hands of the Guzaratees. In the ‘ Tarekh 
Mhamood Shawee it is tvritten, that fultan Alla ad Dien was in this 
adlion, and dilplayed proofs of heroic bravery ; but, as vidtory de- 
pends not folely on human exertions, he, with Mallek al Tijar, was 
obliged to fly with precipitation. 

Sultan Ahmed Shaw, in a fliort timS after the defeat, having 
recruited his army, marched towards Guzarat ; and fultan Ahmed 
Shaw Guzaratee haftened with his forces to meet him. The Dek- 
kanees laid fiege to the fortrefs of Tunbolej but the fultan, on hear- 
ing of the enemy’s march towards him, raifed the fiege, and moved 
to oppofe him. Botli armies lay near each other for fome time 
inadtive ; till at length the divines and learned men on both fides 
extinguilhed the flames of mutual enmity between the kings, by the 
pure waters of admonition, and it was agreed, that each llioUld reft 
fatisfied with the diftridls and forts in. his pofleffion, nor in future covet 
the territories of tlie other. 

The 

foulh on the coaft of Malabar, for us to liippofe it ever in the hands of the Guiarar 
fultans. 

■ A hiiloiy of Guz-ant, 
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Tile author of the * Tarekh Alfee relates, that in the year 835 
tlie fultan,* hearing diat ^Mahummud Klian, fon of . the fultan of 
Guzarat, was employed on a diftant expedition to Nudderbar, 
marched againft him upon which Ahmed Shaw Guzaratee hadiened 
to affift his fon ; but die Dekkanees, on his approach, retreating- 
four ftages, he returned towards his capital, and encamped on%the 
banks of the Taptee. Here he learned that the Dekkanees had 
returned and laid hege to Tunbole^ upon which 'he moved againfi 
them, and an engagement enfued, which lafted from morning till 
night, without decilion in the :fevour of either ai*my ; but both the 
fultans in the night retreated to dieir own country, without propoials 
of peace or any agreement. Some other hiftorians relate the particu- 
lars of the liege of Tunbole i but, as copying them would occahon 
prolixity, I pafs them over^ 

In this year was linilhed the citadel of ’’ Ahmednuggur, built 
with Hone, for which the fultan ordered publick rejoicings. He 
put to death his lifter’s fon. Sheer Khan, whofe life he regarded as 
prejudicial to the interefts of his own children. In the 'year 837, 
Holhung Shaw, taking opportunity of the difagreements between 
Guzarat and Dekkan, invaded the country of Nerling, whom he 
killed in battle, and the fort of Kurleh with its dependancies came 
■ into his ^pdlTeliion. 

Sultan Ahmed Shaw, upon receiving intelligence of this lofs,. 
marched towards the Malwa army; but Nuffeer KJian, prince of 
Khandelhe, interfering, by his mediation the two fultans were pre- 
vented from coming to adion ; and, after much negotiation, it was 
agreed, that the fort of Kurleh Ihoiild belong to Holhung Shaw, 

V 2. ' - and. 

* A general Mftor)’’, written at the command of Akber, comprlfing^ the events of one 
thoufand years from the Mahummedan aera. 

Called Ahmedabad, to diftinguifh it from another Ahmednuggur, founded long, 

afterwards by the Nizam Shawee fovereign. 
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and all the province of Berar to Ahmed Shaw. A treaty was con- 
cluded, and obfervance of it fwom to in a folemn manner, by the 
two fultans, who afterwards returned to their feveral capitals. Not 
long after, the fultan marched into Telingana, to quell a rebellion 
of fome powerful zemindars againft his fon Daood Khan, and in a 
Ihort time reduced them to obedience. After a reign of twelve years 
and two months, fultan Ahmed Shaw died on the eighth of Rejib, 
. 838. He was eminent'for his juftice and regard to religion. 
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i^u'LTAN Alla ad Dien afcended the throne at Ahmedabad Bieder, 
agreeably to the will of his father. • He did not. heglecft his, brother 
Mahumrriud Khan, but allowed him'' elephants, horfes, and condder- 
able eftates; Dillawer Khan, one of the firft amras of the court, he 
appointed, vaqueel al fultunnut, and Khajeh Jehauri Afterabadee 
vizifer.; Ummad al Moblk Ghoree, an ancient nobleman, who,' after 
performing great fervices^to the royal family, had retired from bufi- 
>nefs, he prevailed upon to accept the office of ameer al aiiira f and 
dilpatched him, together with his broffier Mahurnriiud Khan -and 
Khajeh Jehaun,' with a very powerful army, agaihft the infidels of 
Beejanuggur, the roy of which had withheld his tribute for five years, 
andrefuifed tb 'pay the arrears. They laid wafte the country in fuch 
a manner,, that the roy in a ffioft time was glad to procure peace, by 
giving twenty elephants, a great funi of money, and two hundred 
female jQaves {killed in mufic and dancing, befides a valuable prefent 
to Mahummud Khan. ' , ; : - 

On the. return of the army near Mudkul, fome of the difcontented 
Dekkan nobility reprefented to Mahummud Khan, that as his father 
had left him partner in tlie empire, it. was, but juft that -fiiltan Alla ad 
Then (hould either admit Inm to fit with him on the throne, and have 
a joint direaion of ilate affairs, or make a divifion of the territories 
between them 5 but, as he fhowed no inclination to perform either, 

’ ' ' the 
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the prince had a right to do himfclf jufticej and by force of arms 
polfefs himfelf of half the kingdom. ,Mahummud Khan, led by their 
arts, ufed much perfuafion to draw Khajeh Jehaun over to his deligns, 
as alfo Ummad al Moolk Choree j but both ftrenuoufly 'refilling, 
and fetting before him the criminality of his intentions with a noble 
freedom, he put them to death. After this, being aflifted by a con- 
fiderable army from the roy of Beejanuggur, he took Mudkul, 
Roijore, Sholapore, Beejapore, and Nuldirruk, from the fultan’s 
governors. - 

' Sultan Alla ad Dien was much affected at the death of Ummad 
al Moolk Choree, faying, that he had performed invaluable fefvices, 
to his anceflors, was dear to him as his father, and that no advan- 
tages could accrue to the murderer of fo worthy and diftinguiflied a 
perfonage. He then, opened the doors of his treafuiy, and, having 
colledled an army, marched from the capital to engage the rebels.' 
Upon meeting, fuch a fevere conflift was fuftained by the brothers, 
that even the * warrior of the Iky relented at the numbers of the llainj. 
but tile gale of viiftoiy at laft waved the ftandards of fultan Alla ad. 
Dien j moll of the amras who had been the fomenters of the rebel- 
lion were taken prifoners in the aflion, and Mahutamud Khan fled, 
with a few attendants, to the hills anil woods for fhelter.' The fultan. 
returne'd to the city of Ahmedabad Bieder, and, foon after, pafling 
over the crimes of the guilty amras, releafed them from their chains., 
He, by his affurances of pardon and fafety, prevailed upon his bro- 
ther to deliver himfelf up, and on his arrival treated him with affec- 
tion and encouragements not long after conferring upon him the 
fortrefs and territory of Roijore, vacant by the death of his brother 
Daood Shaw, governor of Telingana. Mahummud Khan lived long 
in the uridillurbed poffellion of his countries, Ipending his time in a 
round of pleafures. ' 

' On 


• The phnet Min. 



' , 'M. 

FERISHTA’s HtSTORY OF DEKKAN. 

On the firft day of the year 840, fultan Alla ad Dien conferred A. D. 14; 
robes of honour on Dillawer Khan, aiiddifpatched him to reduce the 
country of Kokun, inhabited by a ilubborn and hardy race of men. 

The rajahs of Amede and Sungeer being foon humbled, agreed to pay 
regular tributes; and Dillawer Khan having taken- the beautiful 
daughter of tlie latter for the fultan, returned with her and fome 
years’" arrears of tribute to the capital.' The fultan, at firA, was 
pleafed at his lervices, and charmed with the raja’s daughter, who 
was without her equal in beauty, difpofition, and knowledge of muhc. 

He gave her the title of Perichefah, and the farne of their love^' 

^ became noifed abroad. 'At length,' finding that Dillawer Khan ha^. 
received bribes from the' rajas of Kokun, and not done' his utmofi: to 
reduce their fortrefles, he became "cool to the minifler ; who, feeing Ms 
difguft, refigried, of Ms own accord, the ring of the vaqualut, and 
by ib doing faved himfelf from danger. This important dignity was 
then conferred on the eunuch Duftur al Moolk, but all ranks of peo- 
ple foon became' difgufied at his tyrannical behaviour ; which, though 
daily reprefented to' the fultan, made no imprefiion on his mind, as 
he regarded the complaints againfi: the minifter as proceeding from 
^nvy arid the felf-intereft of faction ; . on which account he fhewed 
him every day more countenance and favour. At length, Humaioon 
Shaw, the fultan’s fon, defiring the eunuch to grant fome petition he 
had recommended, he replied, he could not immediately, but in a 
day or- two v/ouid take it- under his confideration. At the expiration 
of two or three days the prince fent him a'lneflage, obferving, that 
the bufinefs was fiill- urifinilhed,^ and defiring that he wpuld conclude 
it without delay. To this the' minifter infolently returned for anfwer, 
that tile cafe did not come under Ms department, and that it was 
unbecoming in the prince to' interfere. 

s 

The prince,, naturally violent in his temper, loft aU patience at 
this aftront ; and calling to him in privacy one of his arms-bearers, 

ordered 

® Written by moft Europeans, Concan. 

^ Angel-faced. 
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majefiy, from that confideration, would give him the command of 
the body guards, and all the foreigners, without any Dekkanee or 
Abyffinian officers, he hoped that, by die bleffing of the Almighty, 
and the royal aulpices, he fliould be able to bring affairs in Berar to 
a prolperous illue. < 

Sultan Alla ad Dien confenting to his propofals, appointed three 
thoufand Mogul archers from the body guards to attend him; 
as alfo many Mogul amras, who had been bred up under Firoze 
Shavv and Ahmed Shaw. Among them were two princes, Mujnou 
Sultan and Shaw Koolli Sultan, lineal defcendants from the great 
conqueror “ Chungeez IChan. 

V ,1 

Mallek al Tijar proceeded firll to Dowlutabad, from whence he 
difpatched a force to guard the fronUers towards Guzarat and Malwa. 
He then entered Berar with a well fupplied army of .feven thoufand 
veteran Moguls 5 and Khan Jehaun having found opportunity to quit 
Pernalleh, came to meet him at Mhaker. Mallek al Tijar dif- 
patched Khan Jehaun with his troops to Ehchpore, in order to pre- 
vent the roy of Gohndwareh from entering that way to the affiftance 
of Nuffeer Khan, and then moved with the main army towards the 

diftridt' 

As the Abyffiniins appear, fvora this hidoty, to have had great power in Dekkan, it 
is ncceOary to relate, that formerly great numbers of flavcs were brouglit by Arabian 
merchants from the coaft of AbyOlnlay and fold throughout India to the fultans and 
principal chiefs, who employed them frequently in high offices, when they again pur- 
chafed their countrymen offered for flaves , by which means, colonics (if they may be 
fo called) of them were effabliffied in many parts ofHmdooflan, but panicular/y on the 
twocoaffsof thepcninfula and in Bengal, where a few Abyffinians, at one period, 
affiimcd royalty. Mr. Bruce, m his travels, mentions this trade from Abyflinia, but 
feems to think eunuchs only were fold from thence. Many wer^ but numbers alfo m 
a perfeii Hate. 

• Called by fome European w riters, Zingis,'and jengeeze Khan. He tsas emperor 
of Tartary, alfo anceffor of Timur and the Great Moguls. All the comment of Afia, 
Turkey in Europe, and part of Ruffia, were conquered by him i from whom arc alfo 
ddeended the prefent royal family of China. 
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the day of this diftinftion, till the prefent time, the moft rooted 
hatred has been kept up between the Dekkanees and Moguls ; which 
■the former have gratified, on feveral occafions, by cruelties on the 
latter, whenever they had opportunity. 

<v 

About this time, Deo Roy of Beejanuggur called a general coun- 
cil of his nobility and principal bramins, obferving to them, that as 
his country of Carnatic, in extent, population, and revenue, far 
exceeded the territories of the houfc of Bhamenee ; and in like man- 
ner, his army was far mote numerous, he wiflied therefore to explore 
the caufe of the muffulmauns’ fuccefles, and his being reduced, to pay 
them tribute. Some faid, that the Almighty had decreed a * fuperi- 
ority'of the muffulmauns over the' Hindoos for thirty thoufand years 
or more yet to come, which was plainly foretold in their Icriptures 
that, therefore, the Hindoos wpre generally fubdued by them. 
Others faid/ that the fuperiority of the muffulmauns arofe from two 
circumftances ; one, all their horfes being ftrong, and able to bear 
more fiitlgue than tlie weak, lean animals of Carnatic/ the other, a 
great body of excellent archers always kept up by the fidtans of 
the houfe of Bhamenee, of whom the roy had but few in his army. 

Deo Roy, upon this, gave orders for the entertainment of mufful- 
mauns in his fervice, allotted them jaghires, eredled a mofque for 
Aeir ufe in the city of Beejanuggur, and commanded that no one 
fhould moleft them in the exercife of their religion. He allb ordered 
a koraun to be placed before his throne, on a rich deik, that the 
muffulmauns might perform the ceremony of obcilance in his pre- 
fence, without finning againft their laws. He alfo made all the 
Hindoo foldiers learn tire difcipline of die bow / in which he and his 
officers ufcd fuch exertions, that he had at length two thouland 

muffiilmauns, 

• At prcfcnl this prophecy fcems to be rufpendcd/ the Hindoo Mharattashavingthc 
emperor of the Mahummedans, and many of his provinces, under their government. 
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ftiufiulmauns, ; and iixty thdufand Hindoos, : well ikilled in archery, 
befides eighty thoufand horfe and two hundred thoufand foot, armed 
in the ufual manner,- with pikes and lances., . ; - 

With tliis hoft he refolved on conquering the Bhamenee princes ^ 
and, accordingly, in' the year 847, crofied the Tumrnedra fuddenly, A.D. i 
took the for trefs of Mudkul, fent his : ions to befiege Roijbr e and 
Beekapore, encamped himfelf along the bank of the Kiftnah, and 
fent out detachments, who plundered- the countiy as far as Saugher 
and-Beejapore, laying Wafte by fire and the fword. 

Suitan Alla ad Dieii, upon intelligence of tliis invafion, prepared 
to repel it,‘ ;and cominaiided all his forces' from Telingana, Dowluta- 
bad, and Berar,' to repair to' the capital of Ahmedabad, without delay. , - 
Updnfheir arrival he reviewed the; whole, ^ and found his army com- 
pbfed of fifty thoufand horfe, fixty thoufand foot, and a confiderable 
tram of . artillery. With this ^force he began _liis march' againft the 
enemy ; and Deo Roy, upon his approach; fiiifted his ground, and 
encamped under the walls of the fbrtrefs of Mudkul, detaching a 
large body to harafs the fultan. ' ■ ' ; . 

' ' The fultan halted at the diftance of twelve miles from Mudkul, 
and difpatched Mallek al Tijar, v/ith the troops of Dowlutabad, 
againft the fons of Deo Roy 5 alfo, Khan ZurnTmauh, governor of 
Beejapore, and Khan Azim, commander of tlie forces of Berar and 
Telingana, againft the main body, of the enemy. Mallek al Tijar, ' 

. going firft to Roijore, gave battle to the eldeft fon of Deo Roy, who 
Was / wounded in the adHon, and fled towards Beekapore, from 
whence he was joined by his younger brother, who quitted the fiege 
of that fortrefs.. 

In tlie fpace of two months, three adlions happened near Mudkul 
between the two grand armies 3 in the firft of which multitiides were 

ilain 
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n on both fides, and the Hindoos having the advantage, the 
|^®'*'irulmauns experienced great' difficulties. The fultan was fficcefs- 
in the others ; and, in the laft, the eldeft fon of Deo Roy was 
ed by a fpear thrown at him by Khan Zummaun, which event 
killicR the Hindoos with a panic, and they fled with the greatefl: 
^'’'fcipitation into the fortrels of Mudkul. Mujeer al Moolk and his 
P^'^ther, officers of note, following the fugitives, in the ardour 
^■’“lurfuit entered the fort with them, and the infidels, admiring their 
fcur, took them both prifoners without injury, and carried them 
Deo Roy, who ordered ^them to be kept in confinement, 
^^^‘an Alla ad Dien, upon this, wrote to him, that the two chiefs 
Suhe regarded by him as of equal importance to two hundred thoufand 
"’“imon men; therefore, as it was a rule with the’ princes of his fa- 
cortj, to kill a hundred thoufand Hindoos in revenge for the deaffi of 
milhgle rauffulmaun, Ihould he take away tlieir lives, till he had 
u ffinged the death of each, by the flaughter of an hundred thoufand 
rev^doos, he would not leave the country. 

Hia 

'■ -Deo Roy, who knew by experience the refolution of the princes 
his houfe, difpatched to the fultan confidential perfons, propofing, 
if he would promife not to moleft his territories in future, he 
thatiidbind himfelfto pay annually the ftipulated tribute, return the 
woil prifoners, and never again withdraw his feet from the circle of 
tvvojience. • The fultan acceded to his requeft, a treaty was executed, 
obel Deo Roy immediately fent back Mujeer al Moolk and his bro- 
und , alfo an offering of forty war elephants, and valuable effedts to a 
ther t amount, with the tribute due for fome years pall. The fultan 
honoured the roy with a rich drefs, and horfes in furniture fet 
theiij jervels j after which he began his. return home; and, during 
witlvcft of his reign, Deo Roy regularly remitted his tribute, .while 
th® fultan alfo flridlly obfcn’ed his part of the trca^. 
the 1 

In 
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in the firil part of his reign, fultan Alla ad Dien ereded at 
Ahmedabad Biedar an infirmaiy, to fupport the* expenfes of which 
he granted confiderable trads of land, and eftablilhed in it both 
muliiilmaiin and Hindoo phyiicians. To ev^ery part of his do- 
minions he fent '“cenfors and juft judges ^ and, tliough he drank 
wine himfelf, he forbad the ufe of it by otliers, as" alfo gaming. He 
put chains on the necks of ^ collinders, and idle, diffipated vaga- 
bonds, and punifhed them by employing them in removing filth 
from die ftreets, drawing heavy ftones, and all kinds of laborious 
works, that they might reform, and get a livelihood by fome calling, 
or elfe quit die country altogether. If any one, after admonition and 
moderate correction, was convicted of drinking VTine, melted lead 
was poured down his throat. The rank of offenders was no fecurity 
from puniftiment. 

One of the grandfons of Mahumniud Geefoo-derauz, > being 
captivated in the fnares of a courtezan, and tempted by her to drink 
wine, became quarrelfome from the efieCts of it, and, beating the 
woman, cut off her fide locks. T^ie affair was complained of to the 
cutwal, who confined both parties ^ but, confidering the rank of die 
‘ iyed, he thought proper to refer the decifion of the' caufe to the fiil- 
tan 3 ^who being much enraged, ordered the offender to be carried to 
the moft publick fquare of the city, there to receive two hundred 
blows on the foies xff his feet, and to take a folemn oath againft 
drinking wine. The' courtezan was led through the ftreets drefled in 
an afs’s fkin, and afterwards banifhed from the city, , 

The 

1 a Called mhatuflubs, whofe office v/as to examine weights and meafures, to prevent 
intoxicating liquors being fold, and to punifh offences againft morality. Since the 
death of AurungzebCj'this office has become a finecure. 

Wandering religious, many of whom are the moft diffipated charaflcrs. 

® The holy perfonage mentioned in the -two laft reigns* 
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' ' FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN.' 

' \ 

Kokun, and reduced feveral rajas to'fubjeaion. At length he moved 
to that country in perfon, and laid iiege to a fort, the raja of which 
was named Sirkeh, whom he fpeedily obliged to deliver himfelf and 
family, with his polleffions, into his hands. 

V # 

: Mallek al Tijar infilled, that Sirkeh Ihould embrace the feith of 

Illaara, or be put to death j upon which the fubtle raja, with much 
'humihly, reprefented, that there exilled betWeen him and roy 
» Songeer, who owned the country round the fortrefs of - Kalneh, a 
family competition and rivalry, and that they were near relations. 
Should he therefore enter the order of Iflaam, and his rival remain 
fecure on the mu'Ciud of power, he would, on the general s return, 
extend the tongue of mockery on his change of faith, md raife up 
his whole family and fubjeds to rebel; fo that he Ihould lofe the 
countries his anceftors had held forages in mdependance. He added, 
that if Mallek al Tijar would reduce his rival, and give his .country 
either to, himfelf, or one of his amras, which might be effefted with 
little trouble, he would then readily pronounce the. creed of the true 
faith, enroll himfelf among the flaves of the fultan, and annuaUy 
remit a tribute to his treafury, as well as affill in reducing thofe roies 
who might hereafter fail in their duty and allegiance.- 

Mallek al Tijar to this replied, that he had heard the road to 
the ray’s country was fiill of woods, and diificult paffes : to which 
Sirkeh anfwered, that while there was with the army fo faithful and 

capable a guide as himfelf, not a fingle Ikirt lliould receive injury 

. R . , from 

1 

I apprehend this to be Soneda, a diftria near Bidenore, and reduced latterly by 

Tippoo Saheb. ' ' • -n t t T 

This place is often mentioned in the account of Aurungzebe’s war in Dekkan. i 

cannot find it in any map j but as Jeneah, the head quarters of Mallek al Tijar, is 

fituated on the upper part of Malabar, and an inlet of the fea is mentioned ^ 

roy’s country during the war, it is moft probably not very far from Jeneah, an near 

the coaft. 
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fromthetlaorny woods, and that the jofe of accomplilhmenttvould 
"be gathered without trouble. _ i . 

Mallek al Tijar, relying on the promifes of the ^raja, in the year 
858 began his expedition; but was in the outfet deferted by moft of 
the 'Dekkanee and Abyffinian officers and troops, who declined en- 
tering the woods. Sirkeh, agreeably to his promife, for the two 
lirft days condudled him along a broad, ealy road ; fo that the whole 
army praifed his zealous fervices; but on the third, he led them 
through paths fo horrible, that a male' tiger, through dread of the 
terrors of it, would Jia ve become a female ; fuller of winduigs than 
the curjy locks of the fiiir, and narrower than the path of love. 
Demons would have flatted at the precipices and caverns, and the 
■ ghole have been panic-ilruck at one view. The fun never enhven- 
ed the valhes, nor had providence fixed bounds to its extent. The 
grafs was tough as the teeth of ferpents, and the air fetid as the 
breath of dragons. Death dwelt in the waters, and poifon in the 
breeze. After winding, fatigued, weaiy, and alarmed, this dread- 
ful path, _they entered a dark forefl, a pafiage through which was 
difficulteven to the gale, bounded on three fides by mountains, that 
feemed to have their heads above 'the clouds, and on the other an 
mlet, of the esx'itt, fo tbit there was no path to advance, and none 
to go back, but that by which they had entered. 

Mallek al Tijar was at this crifis ill of a bloody dyfentery, fo diat 
he could not attend to the regular march and order of Ins troops ; 
who, being exceffively fitigued, about nightfall flung tliemfelvcs 
down to reft wherev er they could, nor tvas there a fpot allowing of 
two tents to be pitched upon it nc-tr each other. At this time, while 
the troops were eager of reft, Sirkeh made his cfcape by the fca, and 
font a melTagc to the toy of Songeer, that he had lured the game into 
his toils. The roy, with a great force, with which alfo was the treach- 
erous 


“ An Clil fpirit of the woods. 
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erous Sirkeh, about midnight ruflied from dens, paffes, and caverns, 
on the muITulmauns unfufpicious of furprize, and buried in the heep 
of wearinefs and fatigue. Nearly feven thoufand of the' faithful were 
put to death like fheep, with knives and daggers ; for the wind being 
high, the -clafliing of tlie trees, which feparated them from one 
another, prevented their hearing the groans of their fellow-fufferers. 
Mallek al Tijar fell,' with, five hundred moble' fyeds of Medina, Ker- 
balla, and Nujeef; as alfo fome few. Dekkanee and Abyflinian no- 
bles, with about two thoufand foldiers of thofe countries. When 
tile roy thought his bloody revenge had been glutted fufficiently, 
he retired with his people from the forefi:. 

The furvivors of this ' dreadful maflacre, with much difficulty 
travelled back the path they had advanced, and joined the Dekkanee 
and Abyffinian amras, who had remained encamped on the plains. 
They advifed them to retire to their jaghires, that they might repofe 
a little from their fatigues, and fupply themfelves with necefiaries for 
future fervice 5 but this the Moguls refufed doing, as the town of 
Jagneh was nearer, and they might in a fhort time recruit them- 
felves, and be able to rejoin the army. Some of the Moguls alfb 
imprudently obferved, that the defection arid treachery of the Dek- 
kan.amras had principally occafioned the deaths of Mallek al Tijar 
and the fyeds, of which, on their arrival at Jagneh, they would 
write full accounts to court. 

The Dekkanees, alarmed at this remark, refolved to be the firfi 
accufers j and. therefore wrote by exprefs to the fultan, that Mallek 
al Tijar, at the mfiigation of a zemindar named. Sirkeh, and the 
councils of the fyeds and Moguls, had entered on a wild plan, in 
defiance of their mofi: earnefl remonftrances, and that he had fuf- 
fered the punifhment of fuch imprudence, by Iiis own death and of 
mofi; of his followers 3 that the furvivors, infiead of agreeing to 
remain with them till another general fiiould be appointed by his 

R 2 majefiy. 
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majefty, to take revenge on Sirkeh and roy Songeer, had beliaved. 
with infolence, fpoke difrefpedlfiilly of the fultan, and were gone in a' 
body to the fortrefs of Jagneh, intending to ferve the rajas of Kokun, 
and tempt them to raife the ftandard of rebellion. 

, ^Thefe complaints they forwarded to Sheer al Moblk Dekkanee, 
and Nizam al Moolk, fon of Ummad al MoolK Ghoree, who were 
thirfting for the blood of the Moguls, as their rivals' in the fultan’s 
efteem. They prefented them to Alla ad Dien when heated with 
wine, and related the defeat of Mallek al Tijar, and the beha- 
viour of the furviving Moguls, with a thoufand aggravations and 
malicious remarks. The fultan was inflamed with paflion, and, 
.without a moment’s refledtion on the probability of the guilt of the 
Moguls, commanded the two amras to repair to Jagneh, and put 
them all to the fword. 

Like ‘ Abdoolla Zead, or Shumfe al Joihhun, putting on armour 
againft the defcendants of the prophet, they moved towards Jagneh 
with a great force. The fyeds and Moguls hearing of their approach, 
Ihut themfelves up in the mud fort, and fent off petitions, relating 
the truth of affairs and their own innocence, to court. Their mef- 
fengers were intercepted by Sheer al Moolk, who tore the pacquets. 
They alfo difpatched other letters, but as none of their own com- 
panions could pafs, they entrufted them to two natives of Hindoo- 
ftan, who had been for years fed amply with their bounty. Thefe 
wretches, black in heart as complexion, giving way to their natural 
treachery, carried the letters to Sheer al Moolk, who tore them, as 
he had done the former, and rewarded the traitors with gifts. He 
then clofely blocked up the roads, Ib that no peribn could pais with- 
out fearch ; and the unfortunate fyeds, like their great anceftor 
"Houffcin, were reduced to the extremity of delpair, but, with the 

Moguls, 


• Tn o chiefs fent againft the fens of Alec by Ycaeed. 
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Moguls,' refolved to fland out -as long ,as poflible. Sheer al Moolk 
upon this fummoned the Dekkan amras froih Kokun to aflift him, 
and arrived before Jagneh with a great army. The fiege .continued 
for two months without effedl, during which time he wrote fre- 
quently to court, that the fyeds and Moguls, continuing in obfti- 
nate rebellion, had afked affiflance of the king of Guzarat, offering 
to give him up Jagneh, and affift his invafions. The Dekkanee' 
minifters backed thefe letters with their own alTurances, ^and procured 
repeated orders from the hiltan to punifli the rebels in fuch a manner, 
that their fate might remain an example of terror to others. If now 
and then a letter from the accufed found its way to the capital, the 
minifters took care to prevent its being feen by the fultan, who, .they 
pretended, was fo enraged, that he would not even hear or read a 
word from them. • ^ ' 

- When proviftdns in the fort grew fcarce, ,the befteged refolved, 
that leaving a fufEcient number to defend their families, they would 
make a fally, fight their way through the enemy, and, flying to tlie 
capital, lay the truth of affairs before the fultan, and implore Juftice. 
The Dekkanees learning their defign, dreaded the event, as they 
knew tliey would fight defperately, . and that fome muft make their 
way good to court, which would immediately occafion a difcovery of 
their treachery. They therefore had recourfe to ftratagem to get 
the befieged in their own power. They fent a me^ge to them, that 
being followers of the prophet, and pitying their misfortunes and the 
children and women of the fyeds, they had interceded with the fultan 
for their pardon, who at laft complying with their petition, fiad given 
orders that they fhoiild be permitted to retire unmolefted out of his 
dominions, with their families and effedfs, ' A forged order was pro- 
duced, as a proof of the fincerity. of their declaration, and both chiefs, 
like Yezeed, fwore by the Almighty, tlie koraun, and the prophet 
of God, that they would not injure them in perfdn or property. 

. Relying 
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Relying upon their oaths, the unfortunate, in number about two 
thoufand five hundred, of whom twelve hundred were lyeds of un-. 
mixed defcent, evacuated, the fort, with their wives, children, and 
property, and encamped at a little diftance, to provide carriage and 
conveyance for their march. The Dekkan chiefs for three days 
abided by their promifes, and ufed every endeavour to gain their con- 
fidence, and lull fufpicion, by kind offices and offers of affifting their 
wants. On the fourdi day, tliey prevailed on the chief among them 
to come to an entertainment in the fort. All the principal men, 
about three hundred, excepting KafimiBeg, Suff Skekunn, Kirra 
Khan Khoord, and Ahmed Beg MeccE, attended. While they were 
eating, a number of armed men, on a fignal given by Sheer al Moolk, 
rulhed from ambufli upon them, and put eveiy man to the fword. 
At the fame inftant, four thou^d Dekkanees without the fort 
attacked their camp, and put every male they found to death, even 
to infants at the breaft. After this tragedy, they plundered the tents, 
and treated the women with all the infult that luff or brutality could 
infpire. Since the time of Houffein, the lyeds were never before fo 
abufed ; but is it not aftonilhing that men, who called themfelves 
lervants of the prophet, fhould fo bafely treat his defcendants ? . 

Kafim Beg, and the Moguls who had encamped about two nudes 
from the reft of their unfortunate companions, on hearing the alarm, 
armed themfelves, and, putting even their women in foldiers’ habits, 
fled towards tlie capital. Sheer al Moolk inftantly difpatched two 
thoufand horfe to purfue them, under Daood Khan, and wrote to all 
the jaghiredars and farmers to intercept them as rebels, or cut them 
off, under pain of the fultan’s difpleafure. Kafim Beg, with three 
hundred followers, pofted on without halting, except when the 
Dekkanees coming near, obliged him to dilperfe them, which he did 
frequently with defperate valour. He palled the nights on the plain, 
and in tWs manner proceeded for fome days’; till at length, near the 
town of Slrkeh he was clofely preffed by Daood Klian, who had 

, fummoned 
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furnttVoiied HoulTmi' to* -his iticcour. This 

noblemah had x>nce, been relieved from* great "^dahger in a battle 
by Kafim Beg,, whom he now refolved to alTiit in turn*- He told 
PaoodKhari, that it -was impoilible the Moguls eould be rebels, as 
they were :haftening ;o^ their , own -accord to the capital. Daood 
Khan finding he would hot join him, attached the Moguls with his 
own people, and Kafim. Beg, with his followers, refifted like men 
fighting for life., Daood KJian was luckily killed by ah arrow in the 
firfi: onfet j but this . fpurred on the Dekkanees to revenge, and they 
had alriiofi: 'overcome ;the Moguls by numbers, when Houfiun Khan 
■ came to their affi fiance ^ .upon: which -the Dekkanees fied with their 
chief’s body towards Jagneh. Houfiun Khan conducted the braVe 
fu'fterers toj , his refidehce, where they were fupplied with relief by his 
indulgence) and wrote reprefentations of their cafe to the fultan, who, 
in anfwer, commanded Kafim Beg and his conipanioiis' to repair to 
court..''-'" ■: ■ ^ - 


.Upon their urrival) fultan Alla ad Dien commanded them into his 
- prefence, and examined into the whole affair; Avhich being explain- 
ed to his ; fatisfadtion,! he Was enraged at his treacherous minifiers, 
and afhamed of his own fatal confidence. He ordered Mufiapha 
Khali, who. had kept ^ the letters from his perufal, to be beheaded on 
the fpot, and his body to be expofed to view through the fireets. 
He appointed Kafim Beg to the government of Dowlutabad and 
Joneer, with all the honours of Mallek al Tijar, and raifed all his 
followers to rank, ordering frefh levies of Moguls to be made under 
them. He feized th^ hoUfes of Nizam al Moolk and Sheer al Moolk 
to his. own life, and commanded them," with all the other capital 
aggrefibrs, to be brought walking on foot, loaded with heav}'’ chains, 
to the capital. -Such as had been infirumental in forging the firfi* 
accufation, he put to death in various ways, and deprived - their 
children of their eftates, fo that they wanted even a meal. Accord- 
ing to tlie Tubbukkat Malimood Shawee, Sheer al Moolk and 
. , ' Nizam 
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Nizam al Moolk were afflifted with leprofy the fame year, and their 
fons walked the markets for fliamefiil purpofes, among the outcafts 
of fociety. ' ' 

fi. > In the year 850, fliekhAzzree, the fultan’s preceptor, for whom ' 
when a youth he had great refpeft, wrote him a long letter of advice 
from Khoraflan. The fultan was much affedled with the perufal. 
He forfwore the ufe of wine, and anfwered the letter with his own 
hand and a valuable prefent. He now rellored all the inllitutes of 
Ahmed Shaw, attended regularly to the adminillration of affairs, and 
expelled all Dekkanees from offices of truft. 

J2_ In the year 857, a dangerous eruption breaking out in the 
fulta'n’s foot, which would not fubmit to medicine, he was prevented 
by it from quitting his private apartments, and reports were often 
Ipread .through the provinces of his death. Jellalll^an, foninlaw 
to the fultan, being aflured of his deceafe, poflelfed himfelf of many 
diftridls round his government of Bilcondah, which he gave in charge 
to Seconder Khan, grandfon by the mother’s fide to lultan Ahmed 
Shaw. IChan Azim, governor of Telingana, dying at this crifis, 
and no officer of fufiicient influence being on the fpot to take the 
charge of affairs for the fultan, many of the nobfhty of the province 
fubmitted to the authority of Seconder Khan, offering to acknow- 
ledge him chief of the country. 

Sultan Alla ad Dien, notwitliflanding his indifpofition, prepared 
to march for the redudlion of the rebels ; upon which Jellall Khan 
and Seconder Khan agreed, that the former Ihould remain . in 
Telingana, and tlie latter proceed to Mahoor, to watch the motions 
, of the royal army, as it lay conveniently between Telingana and 
Berar. The fultan fent frequent oSers of pardon, if they would lay 
down their arms ; but Seconder Khan, confcious of his deferr- 
ing punillunent for having joined in Mahummud Khan’s rebelh’on, 

> and. 
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and many 'other ©ffences beiides tke prefent/ was M to be fatisfied ojT 
the fultan's faith to his pi:Dmifes,' and therefore refolved , to fecure 
hiiiifeif by new erimes from refentihent. lie r reprelented to the 
fiikah of Malwa,, Shaw Mhamooti Khiljee, that- fultan Alla ad Dien 
had been dong dead, j^nt that the hiinifters, to feeare their own intereft, 
pretending ; he was ftill alive, had turned ail their endeavours to 
dehroy the principal nobility, arid divide the kingdom among them- 
felves and adlierents ; that if he would march, the provinces of Berar 
and Telingana would fall, without a blow,, into, his hands^ 

/ Sultan Mhamood crediting thefe adurancej; fo flattering to his 
ambition, by the advice of the fultaii of Khandeflie, in the year 860, • A, D. 
moved towards Dekkan with a great army, and was joined by 
Secunder Khan, who advanced with a thoufand horfe, ‘as a "body • 
guard, fome days’ journey to meet hiim ; . > 


" Sultan Alla ad Dien, upon , receiving intelligence of this jnvafion, 
changed his defign of going in- perfon to Telingana, He fent Ipiajeh 
Mhamood Geelahee, commonly entitled GaWan, firfl: promoting him 
to the rank of a thoufand> with feveral of the nobility, to that 
quarter, againft jellall Khan. He dilpatched Kl^ Jehaun, gover- 
rior of Berar j to obferve the motions of the prince of Boqrahanpore,- 
and ordered Kalim Beg, governor of Dowlutabad, to advance with a. 
corps of oblervation towards the enemy^ He himfelf followed, with 
the troops of Beejapore, at the diflanee only of ten miles,, carried, by 
reafon of his dlnefs, in a palanquin^ 

; , Sultah Mhamood, haviiig received latisfadiory accounts of the 

fovereign of .Dekkan’s being alive, and marching againfl: him, re- 
treated fuddenlyj with the greatefl: part of his attendants ^ leaving an 
ameer,:;'^nder pretehce of aflifling Secunder Khan, but giving fecret 
inllrudtidns, that if that cidef fliould attempt to join the Dekkanees, 

S ’ - not 
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not to permit him, but bring him prifoner to Mando, with all his 
treafures and effefts. Secunder Khan, being timelj informed of the 
intended treachery, made his efcape from the Malwa army, with two 
fhoufand Afghanns and Raajepoots, to the fortrefs of Bilcondah ; but 
as Khajeh Mhamood Gawan was then* befieging it, it proved but a 
temporary afylum. Shortly after, he, by the interceffion of Khajeh 
Gawan, obtained his pardon from the fultan, delivered up thefortrefs, 
and, going to court with that chief, was again honoured with Bilcon- 
dah in jaghire. The fultan having Jeft Fukhir al Moolk Turk in the 
government of the Mahoor diftridts, and Ferreh al Moolk in com- 
mand of the garrifon, returned to his capital, where, in the year 862, 
the dilbrder in his foot encrealing to a mortification, he left this 
world of vanity for another, after a reign of twenty three years, nine 
months, and twenty days. 

Sultan Alla ad Dien is faid to have been eloquent, of great wit, , 
and fond of learning. He would fometimes afcend the pulpit in the 
grand mofque on Fridays and holidays, and read the khootbah, in 
which he mentioned himfelf by the following titless The monarch 
juft, merciful, patient, and liberal to the fervants of God, chief in 
worldly and religious affairs, fon of the dlftinguilhed among kings, 
Ahmed Shaw Wullee Bhamenee. One day, an Arabian merchant 
who had Ibid Ibme horles Ibr the lultan's ule, the payment fbr which 
tvas delayed by the officers of the houfehold, being prefent when tlie 
fultan read the above titles, infpired by vexation at ill ufage, and 
the Ilaughter of the innocent fyeds, exclaimed with a loud voice,- 
Thou art neither the juft, the merciful, the patient, nor the liberal 
king, but the cruel and the falfe ; who haft malTacrcd the prophet’s 
defeendants, yet dareft to affume fuch vaunting titles in the pulpit of 
the true believers. The fultan was ftruck with remorfe, and com- 
manded the merchant to be paid on the Ijjotj faying, „ that thofe 
would not efcape the wrath of God, who had 'thus injured his repu- 
tation 
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tation among mankind. He then retired to his palace, which he 

never left till he was. brought out a corpfe to be interred. The 
fultan finding himfelf dying, appointed his fon Humaioon his fuc- 
ceflbr, againfi: the wifiies of all his court, who dreaded his cruel and 
fanguinary temper ; and feveral of the amras made their efcape to 
Guzarat • before the fultan’s death, to avoid the tyranny of his 
fuccefibr. 
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’ SULTAN 

1 ) 

Hl/MAIOON'SHAW BHAMENEE,' ^ 

COMMONLY CALLED, 

ZALIM, or, CRUEL. 


While lulun Alla ad Dien was breathing his laft, the prince 
Humaioon was in his own palace. Syef Khan and Mulloo Khan, 
two chief amras, concealing the king’s death, privately feated his 
youngeft fon Houflun Khan on the throne. They were joined by 
Hubbeeb OoUa, and fome other araras, who regarded the meafure 
as an unexpeded blefling. A body was detached to plunder the 
palace of fultan Humaioon and fecure his perfon, when great clamour 
and confudon took place. HumaiOon Shaw oppoled his enemies with 
refolution, obliged them to retire, and purfued them towards the 
royal apartments. On the way, the elephant drivers, ‘ perdehdaurs, 
fillehdars, and body guards, widi other perfons of the houfehold, who 
were ignorant of the plan for his deflxudlion, joined Humaioon, fo 
that he entered the grand hall of audience without oppolition, and 
feized his brother, who fat panic-ftruck and trembling upon the 
throne. Humaioon afeended in his room, and was acknowledged 
fultan without farther oppofition. He ordered Syef Khan, the con-' 
triver of the plot, to be dragged through the city chained to the foot 
of an elephant, and confined Hubbeeb Oolla. • 

Agreeably 

• Guards of the private apartments. 
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Aereeably to die will of his father, he gave 'the office of 
vaaueel al fultutinut to KJiajeh Mhamood Gawan, with the title 
of Mallek al Tijar, and the government of Beejapore. Mallek 
Shaw, faid to be defcended from the great Chungeeze Khan, he 
appointed governor of Telingana, widi the title of miajeh Jehaun j 
and conferred jaghires in diat province, with the rank of a tofand 
and title of Nizam al Moolk, on die nephew of Unrniad al Moolk 
Ghoree, a young nobleman of diftinguiflied abilities. Seconder 
Khan fon of Jellall Khan, a favourite companion of the fultan 
before’ his acceffion, being difgufted at.not having the government of 
. Telingana, of which he was ambitious, • fled from court to his father 
at Bilcondali, and began to raife troops in rebellion. 


Humaloon Shaw immediately fent againfl: him Khan Jehaim, 
governor of Berar, who had come to court ^to congratulate his 
Leffion; and that chief being defeated by the rebels, the fultan 
thought it neceflkry to march againfl: them in perfon. He hoped, 
upon his arrival in the vicinity of Bilcondah, diat Jellall Khan and 
Seconder Klian would fee their error, and fubmit : but he latter made 
afudden attack upon his camp -by night with fome fuccefs, which 
determined the fultan next day to lay fiege to the fort. Seconder 
Khan having great dependance on the attachment and braveiy of his 
troops,- marched out .to offer battle with eight thoufand Dekkanees 
andLajepoots. Humaioon, in regard to their former friendfhip, 
fent him a meflage, importing, that though appearing in arms againfl: 
his ibvereign was an heinous offence, yet he wiflred not to deftroy fo 
brave a fubjeft, would forgive him, and grant him in jaghire any 
diftria he flioulci chiife in the province of Dowlutabad. Seconder 
. Khan returned in anfwer, that if Humaioon was the grandfon of 
Ahmed Shaw, he was alfo himfelf his grandfon by his daughter, 
coiifequently, his partner in the kingdoms of their grand&ther, o 
that' he muff refign the fovereignty of Telingana to him, or prepare 
for battle. 


- Humaioon 
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Humaioon Shaw was enraged at this infolent reply to his offers, 
and Commanded the march of attack to be founded. Secunder Khan, 
exalting the ftandard of raflinefi, advanced to battle, and repeatedly, 
repulfed the vigorous charges of the royal army. The adlion con- 
tinued long indecifive. At laft, Mallek al Tijar Gawan, with the 
Beejapore troops, and IChajeh Jehaun Turk, with the army of Berar, 
charged from the right and left wings at the fame inftant, and made 
a great daughter among the rebels, who began to give way to the 
Ihock. The fultan obferving their confufion, drew from the center 
five hundred archers and five hundred Ipearmen, at the head of 
whom, mounted on an elephant, he rulhed on the enemy, among 
whom a dreadful carnage was made. The rebel, undaunted, oppofed 
fo firmly with the troops about his perfon, that the fultan was defert- 
ed by his followers, who fled in confufion. Secunder Khan then 
advanced llngly, and with his fpear charged the fultan, whofe ele- 
phant, by the critical diredlion of the driver, feized the rebel in lu's 
trunk, drew him from his horfe, and dalhed him forcibly on the 
ground. His followers, who were on full Ijjeed to fupport his 
charge, not able to flop their career, rode in great bodies over him, 
by which accident he was foon cruflied to death. Upon the lofs of 
the chief, his army fled j and the fultan, rallying his troops, purfued 
the fugitives, with great flaughter, a confiderable diftance from the 
field of battle. 

The next day the fultan commenced the fiege of Bilcondah, and 
at the end of a week Jellall Khan, feeing no refource but fubmiffion, 
offered to furrender. By the mediation of Mallek al Tijar and 
Khan Jehaun, having obtained pardon, he threw himfelf at the 
fultan’s feet, with an offering of the accumulated wealth of forty 
years of high and profitable employment ; and, though he was con- 
fined, efteemed a few days of life a fufiicient prize for the forfeiture 
of all his pofl'ellions. 


Humaioon 
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. * Hurriaioon Shaw, on the.fall of Bilcondah, meditated the redudion 
of the fortrefs of Dewercondah, belonging to a zemindar of Telingana, ' 
who had lent his fupjport to S'ecunder Khan. For this fervice he' 
detached Khajeh Jehaun and Nizam al Moolk, wliile he marchec 
- himfelf to Warunkul.- The Telingas uniting, fought feveral battles 
“^in the field, but were in all defeated by Khajeh Jehaun, and atlengtii 
retired witliin tlie fortrefs ^ which was clofely befieged on every fide. 
^Iiough fituated among high mountains and difficult woods. The 
Telingas applied for affifiance to the roies of Orifla and * Oureahj 
who, being tempted by offers of great fums of money, fent a con- 
fiderable body of troops, with^many war elephants, to fupport them, 
promifing to advance quickly themfelves with their whole force. 
The Telingas, infpired by hopes of fpeedy relief, held out obfli- 
nately^ and the two generals, hearing of the negotiation, became 
doubtful how to ad:. Nizam al Moolk was for- raffing the fiege 
for the prefent, and marching out of the hills 'and pafles to engage 
the auxiliaries to advantage on'the plain; and prevent their jundion. 
To this Khajeh Jehaun objeded, faying, that the Telingas would 
attribute a retreat to fear only, ' iffue from the fortrefs, and molefi: 
their march ; fo that it was better to continue the fiege, and oppofe 
the jundion, where they were. Nizam al Moolk was obliged to 
fubmitjto this opinion of his fuperior officer. The very next day, 
the troops of Orifia and Oureah, alfo the Telingas from the fort, 
attacked them at the fame inftant, and the cavalry being unable to 
exert themfelves from the badnefs of the ground, .a total defeat was' 
fuftained by the army of Iflaam, in vvhich great numbers were flain. 
The two generals with the greatefi: difficulty made tlieir efcape from 
the field, and did not halt till they'arrived at Warunkul, being pur-, 
fued for eighty miles by the infidels. Humaioon Shaw, enquiring 
into the caufe of the difafter, Khajeh Jehaun, to fave his own life, 
falfely accufed Nizam al Moolk as the advifer of the meafure he had 
dif^proved, and the fultan in his rage, without examination into the 
. ' • - truth 




® On the fea coaft of Orifla, 
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truth of the charge, ordered that gallant nobleman to be put to death, 
inftantly in his prefence ; which was done. His relations and fol- 
lowers fled, entenng into the ferrice of fultan Mhamood ofMalwa. 
Khajeh Jehaun was difgraced,^ and fent clofe prifoner to one of the 
royal fortrefles, by the fultan. , 

Humaioon Shaw, determined on revenging the inlult to his 
arms, was bufily preparing a frefh army to go againftDewercondah, 
when fuddenly, advices were brought him from the capital of his 
dominions, Ahmedabad Bieder, that Eufufi^ Turk had fet at liberty the 
blind prince Houffun Khan and Hubbeeb Oolla, and had fled with 
them into the country. The fultan, upon tliis, cailing the reins of 
patience from his hands, and leavmg Mallek al Tijar to proteil 
Telingana, in the year 864. returned by forced marches to his capital, 
and lighting up the fire of tyranny, fet no bounds to his rage 5 but it 
is neceflary, before his cruelties are recorded, to mention their 
original caufe. 

Shaw Hubbeeb Oolla, an eminent divine, had been imprilbned 
for his attachment to the prince Houflun Khan. Upon the fultan’s 
marching againft Seconder Khan, towards Bdcondah, feven of the 
fliaw’s difciples formed the relblution of procuring his liberty. For 
this phrpofe they addrefled EufuffTurk, flave to the late fultan Alla 
ad Dien, a man generally beloved, and celebrated for his virtue, 
integrity, piety, and extenfive charities, alfo a firm difciple and 
friend to the fliaw’s family. He promifed his aid, and corrupted 
Ibme of the guards and porters of Ae palace. The number of the 
confederacy encreafed to twelve horfemen and fifty foot, all bent 
upon fiicrificing their lives to the lervice of tlie fliaw. Eufufi^ ad- 
vancing in the path of fortitude, one evening went with his friends 
to the gate of the royal haiam, in which the prifoncrs were confined. 
Moll of the guards were abfent on their occalions, but he w.as 
quellioncd by the few on duty. He replied, that he had the fultan’s 

orders 
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>rdeTS to enter! the prifon, and blind iiich arid ;ruch-. criminals, pro-, 
luciiig a! 'forged firiiiaun to prove liis allertions ; at feeing whichj. 
liey. were filent,’ and fuffered him to pafs. in. . Upon^h^ at 

he fecond.gate, the guards refufed to admit him ; and, though he 
hbwed .the firmaun, inMed that tlie-cutwal’s order was neceflary 
)efore he could be allowed entrance ; ..upon which he ruflied.upon 
heiii Witli his , friends, put them to death, with fome refiftai^oe, and 
Dafled on. EufuiF firil haftened-to the apartments of the capital 
Drifoners, and took off the chains from Hubbeeb Oolla. HotilTun . 
■Chari and Yiah Khan, fons of the late king, , and Jellall-Khan Bok- 
la'ree, entreated him to break their, chains, , and take them with 
lini ; ..to which petition he confentcd. After this he went into, e-veiy 
ipartment of 'the (prifonj proclaiming, aloud, that all, who whhed to 
be freed from captivity, fhould fepair to the gate of the palace,, and 
jom him.- About feveh thoiifarid unfortunate captives, of all condi- 
tions, ffofe upon their keepers, and,- arming themfelves with clubs, 
or . whatever came to ;hand, ranged themfelves at the gate as dire(5ted. 
By this time the cufwal , of the city, . having received the alarm, had 
advanced'.to the palace.; with his people ; but the captives, delperate 
fOr freedom, received him fo warmly with Ihowers of ftones, and 
clubs, that they were defeated. The prifoners, during the night, 
difperfed-to different quarters ‘among their friends. Jellall Khan,., 
hear- 'eighty /years old, rind* • the,. p>rinee Yiah Khan,/ fell -into ;/ the 
cutwaTs I hands again in ri . few hours, and were piit 'to ' dea.th. 
Houffun IChaii and Hubbeeb Oqlla; took Ihelter in the houfe uf a 
harbef,:.^H^herethey, thaved theirbeards, and put bn the.drefs of beg- 
gars;;.:/'The 1 latter.rUDw adyifed makingtheir efcapC to :,fpme. humble 
retirement; /but ; the ;:prince : obferved> that the: peopl e/ in general 
being ’.wearied and-hifgufted with his brother’s' cruelty,/ and attached 
to himfelf, ;. it was tikely; he could foon^^ rin army, and regain the 
throng he. ;had;'f off .. r /Hubbeeff -Oolla.. Coi^^^ to affiff r his views. 

:Y^M^ri5:they had gptiqut of the cit^ to iome diffance, , If ouilun Khan 
iioade'^himfelf, known, - and adventurers , and the:difaffe6ted joined hirri 

from ■ 


1,39 



FERISrtTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN.' 

from all quartersl’-i-EufufF ITuflcalfo' joined his ftandard;^)anddn -ai 
few dajs'the^ prince was able, ‘With an army of (three thoufend horfe 
and five thoulandfbot, to advance to Itheigarden of JC-uiritaneh, only 
fix miles fi'om the capital, in hopesaf beingiable to take it.i Findin|f 
this, however, impoflible, ‘he 'retreated to' the town'of Peer, iwhich 
he poflefled himfelf of, iwith the i country) round, andiJeviedcfrelh 
toops. Such was ’the ftate of affairs when the iiiltan arrived- dt 
-Ahmedabad with his army. )<( < i ») . o j 

'-VI ir.'Ou'i' uj „ <) . , . 3r..,'nq 

' ‘^The firft'bufinefs'ofithelfultan wa6 to punilh theigarrifon ofthe 
6ity j all the foldiers of which, above two thoufand, he put to death 
in various ways, -the moil; cruel that could be devifed. The cutwal 
he ‘confined in an iron cagei'eveiy day cutting off. feme member 
from his body,’ whiSh he obliged him to eat, fe,that he died Ihortly 
of his ^aims. He then 'difpatchedreight thoufand horfe and foot 
againft the rebels, who at firft we're vidtorious j upon whith the rage 
of thefultan was extreme. He-reinforcecL his army, but. confined 
the women and children ofthe officers,- vowing to.put them, to 
ddath if they thould be defeated, or defert to the prince Houflun 
khan. • . - 

> < ‘ - ' • ( » . I '• 

In the next battle the rebels fuffered a total defeat, and Houfliin 
'Khan, after a'defperate refiftance, quitted the field with his; ad- 
herents, hoping to find an afylum at Beejanuggur. Upon his arrival 
near the fort of Beejapore, with about eight hundred horfe, the 
governor, Serauje Khan Juneedee, fent out a meflage to invitehim in, 
'declaring, that he would give him up the fort and all its depcnd- 
iancies. > Houffun Khan, by the advice of Hubbeeb Oolla and Eufuff 
Turk, entered the fort of Beejapore, then only of mud. Serauje 
Khan received them with officious relpedl and attention. At night- 
.fall he came, with all his attendants, to the prince’s apartment, under 
■pretence of paying his relpeiffs, and fiirrounded it. "The next day he 
attempted to take his guefts prifoners, and Hubbeeb Oolla fuffered 

martyrdom 
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niartyrdom iit the rcfiftancc. ' Atiength; the prince Houffun IChan,. 

EufufF Turk, and his otherfoHowers, even to carpet-fpreaders, water- 

-<men, and fweepers,- were feized, and fent prifoners, by the treacher- 

©us SerauieTClian, under a ftrong efcoit to Ahmpdabad. 

♦ 

' Humaioon Shaw, letting loofe tlie bridle of punidiment, and mat 
with rage, ordered flakes to be fet np on both fides of the king’s mark 
et, and -vicious elephants and beafls of prey to be flationed in differen 
parts of the fquarc ; in otliers were placed'cauldrons of fcalding oil am 
boiling water. Then, afeending a balcony to view tlie fpeflacle, b 
firfl cSl his brotlier Houffun Kdian before a voracious tiger, whofooi 
■tearing tlie wretched prince in pieces 'with his teeth,and-claws, lef 
fcarce a relic remaining. Eufuff Turk,' and -Iiis- feven friends, ■ wer 
before him ; and tlieir innocent and helplefs families, bein' 
'.dragged from their houfes, were violated arid -gtherwife tortured i: 

■ the cdUrt of the palace by ruffians, -in ways too indecent to mentior 
Tuhilliments invented by the fuWan vvere .inflifled on ;young and ok 
■women ahdcliildrcn j who' fuftered fuch tortu'res as the imaginafror 
of • Zohaak and the tyrant Hijaaje never could have conceivec 
About'feveri thoufand of the unhappy prince’s women and/ervant 
■who had not the mbfl diflant concern in his rebellion, even to copfc 
'-waitersi fcullioiis, and other menials, were feme. flabbedvri^ ■ af 
-gers/others cut in pieces with, hatchets, and the reft killed mcru< 

' methods by fcalding oil and water. - This tragedy^ happened i 
Shauban, the fame year as the rebeUion. 

The author of the Tarekh Mhamood Shawee fays, he heard froi 
the royal attendant^, that upon learning the efcape of 'HouiTun Khai 
‘ rage and paffion fo overcame the fultan, that he fometimes tore h 
robes, at otliers, bit his pillows, and often his own lips, in fuch 
manner that they dropped with blood. Alarmed at the ^mnp 
' Houffun Khan, he put -to death feveral .innocent perfons of t he roy 


« A Perfian and Tartar tyrant. 
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family, who were confined in different fortreffes.’ Nor did he Hop 
here. He became fulpicious of all his court, and the innocent and 
guilty were undiftlnguiihed by his favage tyranny. He extended liis 
hands to tlie children of his fubjedls, tearing them from their parents 
to fatisfy his luffs. He would frequently flop nuptial procellions in 
the ffreet, and feizing the bride, after deflowering her, fend her 
back to the hufband’s houfe. He put his women to death on trivial 
occafions ; and when any of the nobility were obliged to attend him, 
fo great was their dread, that they took leave of their famikes, as if 
preparing for death. ' 

* J 

' ' At laff the Almighty took pity on the fufferings of his people, 
and hffehed to the complaints of the wretched. The tyrant was 
taken ill, and judging he fliould die, appointed his cldeff fon, Nizam 
Shaw, then only eight years of age, his fuccefforj and callmg 
Khajeh Jehaun Turk from Berar, and Mallek al Tijar from Teling- 
ana, made his will 3 conffituting them regents and guardians to his 
'fon 'during his minority; commanding them ftriiffly to tranfadl no 
affair "wilhout the advice of the queen mother. He died on the 
■twenty eighth 'of • Zeekaud, 865, according to fome; but others 
• relate, that he recovered from this illnefs, and was affaflinated in a 
fit of intoxication by his own fervants, wearied out with his inhuman 
cruelties. His reign was three years, fix months, and fix days. 


• The elc\enth month of the Mahummedan year. 


SULTAN 
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NIZAM SHAW BHAMENEE, 


When Humaioon left the world, out of pity to mankiiid, and his 
fon Nizatn Shaw acceded to the throne of Dekkan, the queen mother, 
a woman of great abilities, did nothing without confulting Khajeh 
Jehaiin and Mallek al Tijar Mlianiood Gawan f admitting no other 
amras to fliare in the adminiftration. Mallek al Tijar was appointed' 
vizier, with the government of Berar, and Khajeh Jehaun to tlic 
office of vaqueel and * terruffdaree of Telingana/ , Thefe two minif-* 

• ters attended every morning at • the palace, and through a fernale 
melleriger communicated their opinions to. the queen mother ; who, 
after the had given' her approbation to the meafures of the day, fent 
the young fultan out of her apartments to the hall of audieiice, 

■ where he fat on the throne. On his nght hand dlood: Khajeh 
. Jehaun, and upon the left Mallek al Tijar j who with fidelity and 

difpatch tranfa^ed buiinefs. By .the happy co-operatipn a.nd'agree- 

■ ment of tliefe three perfonages, the injuries occafiqrted by the tyranny 
of the late fultan were foon repaired ; but the furrounding potentates, 

. both muffiulmauns and Hindoos, hearing that the throne of Dekkan 
was tfilled by a child, and that the nobility arid officers were dif- 
affecfled from the cruelties of their late fovereign, . cafi: their eyes 
towards his dominions with a vidious looks.: Firft, the roies of Orifia 
and Gureah,. in conjundlion . with the zemindars of Telingana, in- 
- yaded the country by the way of Raajmundree, plundering and'laying 
,, walle as far as Kolaufs. 

' ' ■ ; \ ' The 

* Government. ' • 
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The queen mother and the minifters did not fnfFer defpondency 
to find' a place in their minds ; but, colledling an army -of forty 
thoufand men, marched with the young monarch againft the enemy. 
The toy of Onfla kept advancing, and at length arrived within fix 
miles of the royal army, and ten of the capital of Ahmedabad ; it 
being his defign to demand the country of Telingana altogether, and 
a tribute for the reft: of his dominions, from the infant fultan. The 
two minifters fent him a mefiage, imposing, that their mafter had 
defigned to conquer Orifia-and Jaajnuggurj but, now he had ad- 
vanced fo far with his army, he fliould be able to do it, by defeating 
him, without the trouble of marching to thofe countries in perfon ; 
and he 'had relblved, that not a man fhould elcape, unlefs the amount 
fof the injuries done to -his dominions’ thould be paid, and the raja 
agree to become his tributary. With' this mefiage Shaw Mohib 
OoUa was difpatched; With one hundred and fixty borfe he charged 
"the'roy’s advanced corps with fuch pious zeal and courage, that, after 
ikirmilhing from morning tdl midday, the gale of vidtory waved the 
■ftindards 'of the holy champions, and the Hindoos fell back' to their 
Vmain army. The roies of Orifla and Oureah, alarmed at this gallantry 
in fo fmall a part of the royal army, left their hedvy baggage on the 
'"ground, and retreated'’during the night. Khajeh Jehaun'foUovve'd 
'in purluil ; while fne Mtan and Maiiek ai Trjar made ealy marches 
after him. The roies feeing that they loft two or three thoufand 
men in every day’s march, from the adtivity and bravery of Khajeh 
' Jehaun, took protedlion in a fort; from whence they fent to Mallek 
al Tajar, entreating pardon ; and, after much debate, on paying a 
' large firm of money, they were permitted to retire, without further 
purfuit, into their own territories. Nizam Shaw returned in triumph 
to his capital ; and, having conferred honours and rewards on the 
nobility and foldiers, difirriired them with' his thanks to their fevdral 
ftattons. ' 


Soon 
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Soon after this, Mliamood Shaw, fultah of Malwa, invaded the 
territories of Bharnenee, with eight and twenty thoufand horfe, by 
the route of Kiiandcflic ; and the roics of Oureah and Telingana, 
upon this irruption, entered again into alliances, and renewed their 
depredations on the countries of tlie muflulmauns. The minifters, 
upon^ tliis, ordered the army of Telingana againft the roies, and • 
attended Nizam Shaw, with the troops of Beejapore, Dowlutabad, 
.and Berar, againft fultan MJiamood, whofe camp they foon ap- 
proached, and both armies prpparcd for battle. 

Nizam Bhaw, notwithftanding liis extreme youth, appeared at 
the head of his army. Mallck al Tijar, with ten thou/and horfe, 
formed the riglit wing, and Nizam 'al Moolk Turki with otlier 
amras, the left wing, with a ftmilar force. TJie fultan himfelf 
tooki poft in the center, with IChajeh Jehaun, Secunder IClian, his 
fofter . brotlier, eleven thoufand horfe, and one hundred war ele- 
phants. 

^ i - 

; Sultan Mliamood committed the charge of his right wing to his 
fbn prince Gheaufe ad Dien, and the left to Mahabut Khan, gover- 
nor of Chunderee, fupported by Zaheer al Moolk ; while he himfelf 
took poft witli his beft troops in the center. 

Mallek al Tijar fiift advanced, and began the battle by a furious 
charge upon the enemy’s left wing,, which, after feme refiftance, 
fled; Mahaljut Khan and Zaheer al Mo'olk being both killed. 
Nizam al Moolk Turk,' witli the left wing, charged the right of the 
Malwa army under fultan Gheaufe, ad Dien; whofe fame for courage, 
and condudt had been long founded throughout Hindooftan. It 
happened in' the height of action, that the two generals came to 
^ clofe cornbat with each other. The fword of Nizam al jMoolk 
breaking, he threw the hilt in the face of his antagonift with fuch 
violence as to wound him in the eye, which bled exceedingly, aiid he 

. fell 
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fell from'lils horfe' with agony. • The troops of'Ma'lwaf fe'eing'him 
fallen, turned their faces to 'flight, ’and were purfued four miles by j 
the Dekkanees, who made a great flaughter among them, and tookj 
much-plunder, iwith fifty elephants.-^ Sultan Mhamood,t obferving: 
the" defeat of both'his wings,' was'triady to retreStj-’ buttanother-pfi 
his' fons and'fome of his 'nobles perfuaded him^to trait. ciriVti this 
time Khajeh'Jehaun chatged him with ten thoufan'd horfe,’an'd fultan 
Mhamood,\ftauding the fhock with ‘ great reiblution,^wounde’d the 
elephant of Seconder KhanTurk with an arrow; t The 'huge 'animal,, 
mad with pain, turning back, trod down many of his own troops, and 
had nearly feized Nizam Shaw Kimfelf. Seconder Khan) either but of 
fearl or enmity-’to JChajeK Jehauh,Idrew off his troops,.ahd the fultan 
with him, to a-liftle 'diftance -from' the affionjiup'orf which the' Dek- 
kanees, mifllng the royal ftafidard, fled/and.didnot flop till they reach- 
ed the capital. Khajeh Jehaun,; now feeing that .the'lright andrleft 
tvings were gbne in purfuit of the enemy, arid that the fultan t^ith fhe 
Dekkanees had fled, thought it beft to retire ; and, with much con- 
duft, quitting the fight, brought off the royal hoifes and elephants to 
Ahmedabad. Mallek al Tijar and his troops,' on viewing this flrange 
change of fortune, retired alfo,’ Seconder Khan Turk, on his arrival a't 
the capital, was at firlf re warded by the'queen mother for bringing her 
fonoffthe field in fafety j but.upon her hearing the truth from-Khai 
jeh Jehaun, was confined for hiscowardice and difgracing the fultan, 
by taking him from the field on the point of viflory. The friends of 
Secunder Khan complained to the queen, affirming that he had faved 
the fultan from deflruCtion, as the two wings had difperfed to plun- 
der, and no troops remained for his fecurity, and declaring, that 
they would no longer fubmit to' be ufed with indignity by the 
Moguls, who had ufurped-thc guidance of the royal authority. As 
the times would not allow the punifhmentj Khajeh 'Jehaun releafed 
the culprit. ' - • . 


. s Sultan 
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■ Sultan .Mhamood, hearing of the dillike of the Dekkanees to the , 
minifters^ marched to befiege -the capital , of Ahmedabad j upon. . 
which the queen, jealous of Khajeh Jehaun, to whofe remiflnefs Ihe , 
atti-ibuted the defeat of the army, by the advice of Mallek al Tijar 
committed the charge of the citadel of Ahmedabad to Mulloo Rhau 
Dekkanee, . and, with the fultan,. retired to Flirozeabad. . ^ 

' Sultan Mhamood now laid fiege to tlie city, which, he took in > 
feventeen days; upon which, great part of the country fubmitted: to 
his authority, and it was the general .opinion, that the power of the,, 
houfe :of Bhamenee would pafs into that of Khpllije ; when, fud- - 
denly, the ftandards of fultan Mhamood of Guzarat, advanced from 
that kingdom. Nizam Shaw had, before- liis’ retreat, by the advice\ 
of MalleJc al Tijar, fent ambalTadors. to re.queft his.affiftance ;. in*: 
ho'pes. of which he had, at Firozeabad, colledted together his fcattered , 
army,, to defend liimfelf and, harafs the enemy. .Intelligence ;ar«.: 
riying that the fultan of Guzarat, had reached the frontiers of Dek- ■ 

. kan, with an : army of eighty thoufand horfe, the. queen mother . 
dilpatched Mallek; al Tijar to his prefence to beg jfpeedy relief. The. 
fultan immediately fupplied him with twenty thoufapd horfe, : under . 
fome of „his, principal, nobility ; and the allied armies, in -a fhort time, 
moyed towards the capital;. ; r;. , : • •. v \ 1 ^ 


Sultan Mhamood Shaw, who had not been able to take the- 
citadel, .upon this raifed the hege,: and retreated with precipitation,. 
towards Malwai Mallek al Tijar immediately fent two thoufand 
Dekkanee horfe to harafs his re treat, by. the way of Berar, while he 
took poft .himfelf,: with ten thoufand horfe and his allies, between 
Ganddiar, -Beer, and', the road to ‘ Mando, fo that the enemy were 
ihut in on all quarters . He harafled their foraging parties, and cut 
offall fupplies of proviiion. ■ Sultan Mhamood, . who, according to 
the bed accounts, had near, thirty thouiand horfe, frequently tried to 
.bring on an adion ; but Mallek al Tijar was' not to be led from his 

def gn,. ■ 
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defign'j till at length famine grew to the greatefl; pitch in the Malwa 
camp, and fultanMhamood was left, without remedy, to the clamours 
of his troops. f 

> In this exigence, having killed numbers of his elephants, and 
fet fire to all his heavy baggage, he moved unincumbered towards 
Ghondwareh, to the confines of which country he was purfued, and 
conftandy harafled on his march, by Mallek al Tijar ; fo that he loft 
numbers of his men, and great part of his remaining baggage. 
Upon his arrival in Ghondwareh, fultanMhamood commanded a 
zemindar of that country to conduft him by a route, which would 
free him from the purfuit of the Dekfcanees, and afford fome repofe 
to his fiitigued army. .The zemindar reprefented, that there was no 
road ealy of paffage for an army, but one, on which there was but 
little water for fome ftages. The fultan, thinking this a lefler dif- 
ficulty than the purfuit of an enemy, commanded him to Ihew the 
road he mentioned. The firft day’s march, from the burning winds 
and exceffive thirft, ■ about fix thouljind men miferably perilhed j and 
the next, the natives of the mountains, taking advantage of the 
diftrelled army, plundered the helplefs of their effeflsj for the 
troops, dilpirited by their fufferings, made little refiftance. A fingle 
cup of water fold for ’ two rupees, and frequently was not to be had 
for money. When fultan Mhamood, after enduring inexpreffible 
hardftups, had at length wound out his way from this dreadful 
labyrinth, lutpefting that his miferies had proceeded from the 
treachery of his guide, he commanded him to be put to death. The 
Ghonde chief difregarding life, abufed the fultan, boafting, that he 
had anticipated revenge by deftroying twelve thoufand men with 
thirft ; that his death was of no confequence, as he had three fons, 
and fhould himfelf be foon tranfraigrated into one of their offspring. 
From tliis we learn, that the Ghondees, like the reft of the Hindoos, 
believe the tranfinigration of fouls. This gives them a contempt of 

death 


• Nearly five Ihillmgs. 
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.'death; 'they believing that goojd condudl in - their prefent body will 
enfure tlieir reanimation in a better flate. 

i * 

Sultan Mliamood, before tlie fall of the city of Ahmedabad Bieder, 
•committed every , cruelty of war on the country / but when he had 
refolved on eftablifliing himfelf in Dekkan, changed his conduct, and 
treated the inhabitants witli gentlenefs. He was always particularly 
cautious in his drefs and diet, agreeably to the rules bf things pure 
and impure, laid down in the cajions of divine law. Oh this account 
he had his rice, wheat,, oil, and other necelfaries for his own table, 
•from certain farms in his own hereditaiy dominions, and had- veget- 
ables planted or fown in wooden frames filled with foil, carried with 
,him ,>vherever he marched. His halt at Ahmedabad being long, 
•he feiit for Molana Shumfe ad Dien, a religious, who attended the 
'tomb of Shaw Khulleel Oolla, to whom he complained of his diftrefs 
for vegetables, defiring that he would point out fome gardener to him, 
whofe land was his own, agreeably to the divine laws, that he might 
purchafe from him at a liigh price. The Molana replied, ‘‘ You 
“ Ipeak, O king, what can only excite ridicule and fcorn. To invade 
the territories of true believers, lay wafie their dwellings, and rob 
them of their 'property, and to pretend obfervance of the law in the 
trifling points of drefs and diet, is folly and hypocrify.” Sultan 
Mhairiood flied tears, acknowledged the jufiice of his remark, but 
faid, that empire could not be fupported without fuch contradictory 
actions. 

After the retreat of the fultan of Malwa, Nizam Shaw difpatch- 
ed ambafiadors to Mhamood Shaw of Guzarat, with valuable pre- 
fents, and thanks for the friendly part he had taken in his caufe. 
Sultan Mhamood returned to Guzarat, and Nizam Shaw to the 
capital of Ahrnedabad Bieder. ’ The fultan of Malwa tlie next year 
■invaded Dekkan again, advancing as far as Dowlutabad j r but was 

U 2 foon 
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fobn, obliged •to'iretfeat,' by-’the 'timely affiftance "of 'thebfultans of 
Guzarat to'Nizani Shaw. " ■■ : i... .. - 

'It being the cuftom-ofthe^houfe-ofBhamenee for die children to 
■vved m their, early year^ the queen iriother. alked iii.marriage' for her 
foil one' ofher oivn' relations,' ahd‘ prepared the’ nuptial 'feaft with . 
'royal , magnificence and pomp. " Oa the night of- confiimmatipn, 
when the alTembly of ihirth was adorned,' 'arid the court full of 
•pleafure andirejoicingi fuddenly fcreariis. were heard from' the-royal 
apaftnients,' and the- voice of foirbwi complained,* with’ lo'ud fobs, 
that-Niza'm' Shavv’h'ad departed'this Itfe;; and left the" world to other 
•mafters." ’■ The unblown'rofe of the royal free fuddenly perifhcd by a 
'de'ftruflive'-blafl:.- -The -down of ‘beauty had not'yet'grown on the 
'floiyer, 'when 'death died; rip'on' it the killirig mildew. • This'event 
Tiappened after a feign -of two 'years and pne_ month, ,'ori the night of 
'the thirteenth of Zeekaudi'86y,-' J 'y 


SULTAN . 
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SULTAN 

•SHUMSE AD DOONNIA WAL DIEN 
ABOU NUSSUR, AL GHAZEE 
MAHUMMUD SHAW BHAMENEE. 



;MaHUMMUD Shaw afcended the throne of Dekkan in his . ninto 
yeai*, and the affairs of government were- condu(fted as in the late reign, 
"by Khajeh Jehaun and Mallek al Tijar, under the diredion of the 
queen mother. Ahrned Shaw, younger brother to the fultan, had 
an ample eftablilhment fettled for hisXupport. KJiajeh Jehaun took 
the charge of educating Mahummud Shaw, who^ made great progrefs 
dn all branches of learning under Shoofteree, the moft celebrated! 
fcholar of his' age 3 fo that, next to Firoze Shaw, he became the, 
moft accomplilhed prince that ever filled the throne of Bhamenee; 
Khajeh Jehaun acquiring great power and influence in, every depart- 
ment of . the- ftate,; directed affairs as he thought proper, , without. 

■ regarding any other ^authority . ' He deprived many old nobles, of 'their 
jaghires,: and gave- them to creatures of his own railing 3 extended 

■ the hands of pecufetion on the, royal treafury, and took care to keep 
his cblleagucj Mallek al Tijar, emjployed on the frontiers,’ fo- that : 

. he could: interfere : buf little , in a dminiftration.. The. queen mother, a. 
V ' '.'V ■' . princels* 


“ Sun of the world and' the faith, Ion of vidlory, the champion of religion, 
'was next brother to-the laft fultan.- ;• 


He; 
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princefs of great prudence and difcernment, alarmed at this beha- 
viour, put the fultan on his guard againft him, and refolved on his 
deflriiSron. For this purpofe flie inftrudted her Ion, on theKhajeh’s 
coming next to council, to order his attendants to put him to death. 
Khajeh Jehaun the next day, according to cuftom, without fufpicion 
attended the Durbar j where feeing Nizam al Moolk Turk with fome 
guards, he was alarmed, but could not properly retire, and as ulual took 
his poll: near the fultan. _ Suddenly two female fervants appeared, and 
faid to the fultan, in a loud voice. It is proper to perform what tire 
queen requefted you. Upon which the fultan, turning to Nizam al 
Moolk, exclaimed. That wretch is a traitor, put him to death. 
Nizam al Moolk, who was an enemy to Khajeh Jehaun, without 
helitation dragged him from his place, and cut him down with his 
fabre in the fultah’s prefence. 

After fome days, Mahummud Shaw conferred upon Mallek al 
(Tijar the title of 'Khajeh Jehaun, by the advice of his mother, 
adding the office of vaqueel al fultunnut to his other dignities. When 
the fultan reached his fourteenth year, his marriage with a princefs 
of his own family was celebrated with royal fplendour ; and the queen 
mother then delivering over to him all power, betook, herfelf to a 
life of devotion : but the fultan iKU continued to confult her opinion 
on all matters of importance, and went every day regularly to pay 
her his retpedts. 

When fultan Mahummud Shaw had reached maturity, he be- 
came anxious for revenge upon his enemies, and to clalp the bride 
of conquell in his embrace. On this account, - having appointed 
. Nizam al Moolk governor of Berar, he fent him in the year 872, 
with a powerful army, againft; the fortrefs of Kurleh, in the poffbffion 
of the fultan ofMalwa. Nizam al Moolk laid fiege to the place, and 
feveral times defeated armies fent to relieve it. The laft was a veiy 
obftinate engagement, as twelve thoufand Raajepoots and A%hauns 

fought 
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fought deiperately in the Malwa army, and great numbers were 
flain on botli fides, but vidory, in the end, declared for the Dek« 
kanees. A great number of. the troops belonging to the fort,- who 
had joined the enemy, were fo clofely purfued by Nizam al Moolk, 
that his foldiers entered tlie gates with them, and a pafTage being 
fecured to the army, he made himfelf mafter of the place. As is the 
cuftom of the common foldiers of Dekkan, they gave abufive lan- 
guage to the conquered garrifon which fo enraged two brothers, 
RaajepootSf that they relblved to iliew tlieir enemies an example of 
defperate bravery. When the confufion was over, and the Malweans 
had evacuated the fort, tlie Raajepoots addreffed Nizam al Moolk's 
attendants, laying, they had palled , their whole lives in the *army, 
feen many brave men, but none equal to their general in heroifm, 
and begged tliey might be permitted to kils his feet before they 
departed. Nizam al Moolk, feeing them unarmed, ordered them to 
approach his perfon j upon which they came up in a fubmiliive man- 
ner } but, turning fuddenly, and fnatching the fabres from the hands 
of the nfearell guards, mortally wounded him ; after which they 
fought in delpair, till they were both cut to pieces. Nizam al Moolk 
had two adopted brothers, Adil Khan Sewai and Direa Khan Turk, 
who, after eftablilhing a Rrong garrifon in the fort, took up the 
general’s body, and marched with a valuable plunder to court. 
The fultan, approving their fervices, appointed them both to the 
rank of a thoufand, with the fbrtrels of Kurleh and its dependancies 
in jaghire. 

* 

The fultan of Malwa now feeing the fpirit of the'^'Dekkanees, and 
fearing their refentment for the infults offered to them in the late 
reign, fent an amballadory named Sherf al Moolk, with valuable 
prefents to Mahummud Shaw, to court his friendlhip and alliance. 
He reprefented, that fultan Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee, and fultan 
“ Holhung, had entered into folemn treaties, by which it was agreed 

that 


^ Sultan of Malwa. 
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that the province of Berar fliould belong to the former, and the fortrefs\ 
of Kurleh to the latter; and that a lafting peace Ihould fubfift. 
between them and their heirs for ever; that the amras of Dekkan 
had pofleffed themfelves of Kurleh, but, if Mahummud Shaw chofe, 
the treaty might ftill be obfefved, and the fubjedls of botli ftates be 
fared from contention, and join in mutual intereft and alliance. 

Mahummud Shaw difpatched Ihekh Ahmed Sudder with Sherf al 
Moolk to Mando, reprefenting, that he was firm and true to the rules 
of friendfhip and alliance ; and while Carnatic abounded in every^ 
quarter with ftrong holds poffelTed by infidels, for the employment 
of his arms, he had no occafion for the fortrefs of Kurleh. He, 
praifed God, that the breach of treaty had not happened on the part' 
of the houfe of Bhamenee ; it being clear, that in the late reign of 
his brother, an infant, the Malwa fultan, taking advantage of the 
weaknefs of adminiftration, had invaded his dominions, and com- 
mitted fuch ravages on the poflellions of the faithful, as had not 
been perpetrated by the defrrudtive Chungeeze Khan in his conquefts ; 
what was pafTed, however, had pafled, and could not be recalled; 
therefore, whatever Ihekh Ahmed, who was a true promoter of the 
repolc of 'the' faithful, Ihould agree to, from that he would never 
deviate in the Imalleft point.- .Shekh Ahmed was met near Mando by 
a deputation of the principal nobility of Malwa, and condudted with 
much relpedt and ceremony into the city ; where, being introduced 
to fultan Mhamood Khiljee, he delivered his commiflion. The 
Malweans acknowledged that the breach of treaty .proceeded from’ 
themfelves, but they hoped that the. Almighty, out of his abundant 
mercy and goodnefs, would not call them to account for it. Sultan 
Mhamood alfo faid, that he had been tempted to adl improperly, 
but hoped it would be forgotten ; and that fuch treaties might now 
be formed, that, his fuccelTors, and thofe of Bhamenee, would in 
future -never adt towards each other contrary to the laws of religion 
and humanity. Shekh Ahmed on the part of Mahummud Shaw, and 

' Iliekh 
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iliekli fJ Iflaani on that of Mhamood Shaw, drew up a treaty, to which 
wei'e affixed tlie feals of the divines and -learned men of both ftates. 

Both princes wrote on the margin, in tlieir own hands, that whoever, 
jfliould deviate from the contents of the treatyi would be curfed by Trod, 
and rejeded by the prophet. The fum of the alliance was, that both 
parties fliould refrain from' moleftiiig each other's dominions 5 that the. 
fortrefs of Kurleh, as in the reign of fultan Alimed the Juft, ffiould 
be delivered up to the Malwa fovereign j and that whatever countries 
might be conquered from the Hindoos, by^ either ftate, fhould not 
be coveted by the other. When tile negotiation was concluded, fliekh 
Alimed wrote to the governor of Kurleh, which was immediately given 
up to the deputies of the fultan of Malwa. Shekh Ahmed then returned 
to Dekkanf and there never happened’ afterwards any difagreem'ent 
between the two royal families. ■ ' ; : . ; ; ' ^ 

- ■ In the beginning of the year S74, Mallek al Tijar Khajdi A.D. 
Jehaun Gawan marched with a powerful ■ army againffi the roies of 
Songeer, Rhalneh, arid other rebds in Kokun. ’ The troops of 
Joneer, Jagneh Khurrull, Dabul, Ghoule Mapun, Damaun, and 
other parts, were ordered to join him on this fervice. The roiea of ' 
Songeer' and KJialneh conftantly had a fleet of three hundred yeflels 
at fea,.to diftrefs the trade of the faithful. Upon the report of Mallek 
al Tijar's approach, the infidels made alliances with each other, and" 
ailembled in great numbers at the head of the pafles j • but M^ek< al 
^Tijar by degrees forced them from the; enemy’s poflefiTioh. ..Seeing 
;that his cavalry was mfelefs in the mountainous countries, he fent 
hack what horfe he had brought from .. the capital, and, contenting 

, - '■ ■ W I-:';'-. . ' '.',v '".,himfelf 

** Thefe rajas were, in all probability the anceftors of thqfe who ftill maintain pirate- 
fleets on the Malabar coafl, and the defcendants of thofe whom Rerinell, in the Memoir 
. to his' Map, fays, Pliny notices as committing, in His time, depredations on the Roman 
Taft India trade. , The places mentioned, -as furnilhing troops for their red ufiion, arer 
on the Malabar coaft. Damaun is at prefent a Portuguefe. fettlementj, the others are^ 
in the hands of the Mharattas., ' ' ‘ \ 
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himfelf with the troops under Afaud Geelanee and his own dependants, 
made his way by fire and the axe through the woods. He lay five 
months before the fort of Khakeh without etfedt, arid the rains fetting 
in, relinquifhed the fiegej when, committing the guard of the pafles 
to ten thoufand men, on whom he could depend, he defcended the 
mountains, to pafs the wet feafbn in the diftridt of Kolapore, where 
he reduced the fort of Mukneh. < After the rains he .again afcended 
the pafles, and by fttatagem, with unbounded gifts of money, obtained 
the fortrefs of Khakeh, which had never been conquered by the 
muffulmauns. At the approach of the rains, he took the fame mea- 
fures as he ‘had done the former feafon j and at the expiration of the 
four wet months marched into the country of Songeer, which he 
reduced with great eafe, taking ample revenge for the flaughter of 
the • fofmer Mallek al Tijar. He then moved againft the port and 
ifland of ^ Goa, belonging to the roy of Beejanuggur j fending an 
hundred and twenty velTels to attack it by fea, while he marched with 
his arpiy to a£l againfl: it byland. Before the roy of Beejanuggur 
could oppofe his - defign, he made himfelf mailer of the place. 
Mahummud Shaw, on information of this important conqueft, order- 
ed the nobut to beat the march of triumph for feven days, and made 
ether rejoicings fucceffively. 

Khajeh Jehaun, having fixed a ilrong garrifon in the fort, and 
laid in plentiful ftores of every kind, returned after an abfence of 
three years to the capital of Ahmedabad. Mahummud Shaw con- 
defeended to honour him with a vifit of a whole week, conferring 
upon him the higheft titles, with a fuit of his own robes ; and the 
queen mother gave him the appellation of brother. One of his de- 
pendants, named Khooih Kuddum, who had behaved with diftin- 
guiihed gallantry in the different campaigns, was at his recommend- 
ation promoted to high rank, with the title of Kifliwer Khan, and 

. the 

* yiit reign of Ahmed Share, fliicd Alla ad DIcn ad. 

* Now the principal fettlcmcnt of the Portuguefc. ' 
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tlie forts of Goa, Buridoch/iaundwal, and 

him' in additioii to his otlier governments. .When Mahummud Sliaw 
left liis houfe, Khajeh Jehauh, retiring to his chamber, difrobed him- 
felfofhis ftilendid drefs, threw himfelf on the ground, and wept 
with much lamentations' after which he came out, piit on the habit 
of a dirvelh, and calling togedier all the defervmg learned men, 
divines, and fyeds of Ahmedabad, diftributed moft of Iris money, 
iewels, and effedls, exceptirig liis dlephants, horfes, and-libraiy, 
among them ; Ikying, that praife be to God, he had efcaped the 
temptations of lus evil paffions, and was freed from danger. . 


Moolla Shumfe ad Dien atked him why he had: given away, every 
thing but his library, elephants, and horfes ? He replied, : that when 
the fultan honoured him with a vifit, and the queen mother caUed- 
him brother’ his evil paffions began to prevatl. over his reafon^ .and 
the ftruggle of vice and virtue was fo ^great m lm mind ,lhat he 

became diftreffed even in .the . prefence of 

eiitoiredl the caufc of his concern:; on whichhe was ^toftign 

. illnefs in excufe. had ffiLfore parted, with 

cmftof his. temptations, that his library he had defigned 
weaitn, n ^ipnhants and horfes. ne regarded. as 

& the ufe of ftudei^, aiH ffis Hejm« a 

- the fcltan-s, ' from ftate aftairs, retired to 

his o4 ^mo%e and coUege, :. where he. fpem 

of the learned, and perfons eminent piety and vntue._ .On Friday 
bights he went difguifed through the .different-wards'ofthe.city, and 
ftifeibutedaiihs to the poor,. faying, as he gave them. This is fent by 
tlie fultan. 


. In tlie year 876 , Himber, uncle -s Ton to the roy of Oureah, com- 
plained to Maburiimud Shaw that the roy being dead, Mungul 
Have, his^dopted fon, had ufurped the government, in defiance of his 

V W 2 ' ' : legal 
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legal claim of inheritance, and promifed, if the fultan would affift 
him with troops to regain his right, he would become his tributary. 
Mahummud Shaw, who had a ftrong defire to poflefs Oureah, “ Raaj- 
mundree, and Cundapul, thought this requeft favourable to his 
views ; and, by the advice of Kliajeh Jehaun, having conferred the 
title of l^izam al Moolk on Mallek Houflun Bheheree, difpatched 
him with a confiderable army to thofe parts. On the borders of 
Oureah he was joined by Himber with his troops, who became the 
guide of the army ; and Mungul Roy, having colledted a great body 
of troops, advanced in oppofition, but' was foon defeated with great 
daughter, and Himber put in pofleffion of his hereditary dominions. 
Nizam al Moolk proceeded without delay, accompanied by Himber, 
againft Cundapul and Raajraundree; both which he quickly reduced, 
and by the orders of Mahummud Shaw, having eftabliflied proper 
Rations of troops for their fecurity, he difmiffed Himber to his owii 
country, and returned with the plunder of his campaign to court ; 
where, by the recommendation of the queen mother and Khajeh 
Jehaun, he was honoured with the government of Telingana. -Um- 
mad al Moolk was appointed governor of Berar. A few months 
aftenvards, EufufF Adil Khan Sewai, one of the flaves of Khajeh 
Jehaun, eminent for his great prudence and other qualities, on 
which, accownt the miniRet had adopted him as his fon, was appoint- 
ed to the government of Dowlutabad, the moft important in the 
Rate. Mahummud Shaw, confiding in his abilities, fent him to 
reduce the fortrefs of Weragur, and to recover that of Antore, 
which, during the Malwa invafion, had fallen into the pofleffion of a 
Mharatta, who did not pay proper fubmiffion. Adil Khan, upon 
his arrival at Dowlutabad, difpatched CaCm Beg Suff-fliekun to 
reduce Antore, and Direa Khan againft Weragur. The chief of the 

former 

• Parts of what arc now called the Northern Sitkars, and in pollefilon of the Eaft 
India company. 

^ Moft probablythe famewith Attorein Major RcnnclPs Map. IVcragur was per- 
haps a neighbouring diftridi. . • ' ' • 
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former delivered up the place without oppolition, on receiving quar« 
ter; but the raja of the latter held out againft tlie befiegers'for fix 
montlis ; at the end of which, feeing no hopes of relief, he fent a 
niefiage to Adil Khan, promifing, if his life fliould be fpared, to 
make an offering of all his effects in^ the fort, and evacuate it with 
his family. . Adil Khan- agreeing to thefe terms, ordered Direa 
Klian to permit the inhabitants to retire without hurt to their perfons 
or honour ; and, accordingly, tlie “ roy Jey Sing, with his family and 
dependants, quitted the ancient abode of his anceflors, leaving be- 
hind him his treafures and all his hereditary pofiefiions. Adil Khan, 
who had come pofi: to the camp, entered the fort the fame day, and 
took pofleflion of tlie treafiire and valuable effedts ; after which he 
encouraged the principal inhabitants and farmers of the country, by 
affurances of protection and juftice. He then marched againfi; the fort 
of Ranjee, the chief of which, whofe father was lately dead, after 
little oppofition, on promife of quarter, furrendered it with all the 
contents:. Adil Khan having feleCted elephants, horfes, and what 
richer effeCls he efleemed fit for the fultan’s ufe, received tlie chief . 
among the amras, and gave him back his fort and country in jaghire^ 
He then returned to Amedabad Bieder, and laid before the fultan 
fuch films of money, jewels, valuable effeCls, elephants, and horfes, 
that the plunder of Raajmundree and Bilcondah appeared trifling 
when compared to this offering., ■ Mahummud Shaw on this account 
conferred upon him great honours, faying. Whoever had ^ Khajeh 
Jehaun for a father, could not fad of performing important fervices. 
He ordered Khajeh Jehaun to entertain Adil Khan for a week at 
his own houfe, with all pofiible' magnificence ; but the minifter ob- 

ferving, 

- ✓ V 

* From the circumftance mentioned, of Jey Sing’s leaving the ancient abode of his 
anceftors, it is probable he was the roy of the country by defeent j and the being ftiled 
a Mharatta, proves, that the people fo called were inhabitants of provinces in parts of 
Dekkan, long before the family of Sewajee or Bhofela became their chiefs. Jey Sing’s 
family, doubtlefs, were reduced by the Bbamenee fovereigns, and he had rebelled 
during the Malwa invafion in Nizam Shaw’s reign. 

^ Alluding to the adoption-of Adil Khan by Khajeh Jehaun, as before mentioned, f 
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ferving, that without his majefly’s prefence the feaft would be in- 
complete, the fultan faid, that to partake of an entertainment 
prepared for another had no charms, but that he would honour his 
Imufe with a vilit of a week, after that of Adil Khan was ended. 

.Accordingly, on the eighth day, Mahummud Shaw went to the, 
ttiinifter’s palace, where he palled a week in continued feafting, and 
admitted Adil Khan to the honour of drinking wine with him.' 
Khajeh Jehaun treated the king with uncommon Iplendour, and 
prefented him with fo many rich curiolities, that beholders were 
aftoniflied at the fight. Among thefe were fifty dilhes of pure gold, 
with covers fet with jewels, each large enough to hold a roafted 
lamb } one hundred flaves of Circaffia, Georgia, and Abyffmia, mofl; 
of them accompliflied fingers and mufieians ; one hundred horfes of 
Arabia, Syria, and Turley ; and one hundred pieces of fijperb china, 
not to be feen, but in the palaces of a few great princes. On the lafi: 
day he made rich prefents to the fultan’s fons and all the court j then 
giving the fultan a fchedule of all his property, which he laid 
belonged folely to his majelty, he defired him' to take poffeffion. 
Mahummud Shaw admired his behaviour, and accepted of his offer, 
but conferred’ upon him anew all he had feen. After this, the 
credit and favour of Khajeh Jehaun and Adil Khan became lb great, 
that they were courted and envied by all the nobility j and the Dek- - 
kanees, like wounded vipers tormenting themfclves, “ bound up the 
waiftband of enmity againft them. 

yj; ‘ In the year 877, Perkna, roy of the fortrefs of Balgoan, at the 
inftigation of the prince of Beejanuggur, marched to retake the ifland 
of Goa j as did alfo the general of Bankapore, with a great army, 
flopping all fupplies of provifions. Mahummud Shaw, immediately 
upon intelligence of this irruption, collefled Iris forces, and moved 

againft 

* This exprefiion means the fame as that of girding the loins, fo frequently occur- 
ting in holy wit. Moil ACatics wear a cloth of many folds round the vtaiil. 
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againft Balgoan, a fortrefs of great flrength, having round it a de,ep 
wet ditch, and near it a pafs, the only approach, defended by re- 
doubts. The fultan fat down before it, and roy Pirkna, out of 
regard to his future welfare, fent privately perfons to Khajeh Jellaun 
to beg terms of peace, which were^ prefented to the fultan for his 
acquiefcence ; but Mahummud Shaw, in order to fliew his power, 
and deter others by example, would not confent to them, and refolved 
^ to take the fort by ftorm. He commanded the artillery, as they valued 
their own fafety, to eifedl a'pradlicable breach in fourteen days and 
committed to Khajeh Jehaun the charge of filling up the ditch, 
faying, that he expedted to have it paflable for the troops when the 
breach fhould be ready. ^ Though Khajeh Jehaun during the day 
threw great quantities of wood and earth into the ditch, the enemy 
in tlie night always removed them^ upon which' he changed his 
operations to another quarter, and began to eredt batteries, and dig 
mines, which till now had , not been ufed in Dekkan. Pirkna, 
, confiding in his wet ditch as a fure protedtion, was felf-fecure, when, 
fuddenly, three mines from the pofts of Khajeh Jehaun, Adil Khan, 
and Fatteh Oolla Ummad al Moolk, were condudled under the fort 
wall, and fprung with fuccefs. The troops of Pirknah advanced to 
defend the breaches. Nearly two tlioufand of the fultan’s troops 
were flain in'florming,^and the befieged had nearly filled up the 
breaches with wood and flones, when Mahummud Shaw himfelf 
■advanced to the affault, and with great gallantry drove the enemy 
from the breach, and gained the fort. While he was attacking the 
’ citadel, Pirkna having difguifed himfelf, came to the ,i*oyal attend- 
ants, and requeued to be introduced Jo the fultan as a meffenger from 
the roy. Being permitted to advance, as foon as he arrived bHore 
the fultan, throwing his < turban upon his necki he declared his 
V. quality, faying, that he had c.ome with his family to kifs the foot of 
the - throne. Mahummud Shaw, admii'ing his fortitude, pardoned 
his crimes, and received him into the order of his nobility. When 
oppofition had ceafed, the fultan entered the citadel, and gave God 
' ■ thanks 
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thanks for the fuccefs of his arms. Having added Balgoan and it^ 
dependancies to the jaghire of Khajeh Jehaun, he returned towards 
the capital. . Soon after this expedition, in which flie had accom^ 
panied her fon, died the queen mother, by whofe prudence the Hate 
had acquired new fplendour. The fultan fent her corpfe in great 
pomp to be interred at Ahmedabad Bieder. 

When the royal ftandard reached the city of Beejapore, Mahum^ 
mud'Shaw, at the requeft of Khajeh Jehaun; in whofe jaghire it 
was, halted to repofe himfelf from his fatigues, and, to divert his 
grief at the death of his mother, engaged in pleafures. Liking the 
lituation of the place, he refolved to remain at it for the rainy feafon ; 
but it happened that this year a drought prevailed through all Dek- 
kan, fo that the wells of Beejapore were dried up, and the fultan, 
againft his inclination, was obliged to move to Ahmedabad. No rain 
fell the next year, when the cities, towns, and villages became 
almoft defritute of population. Many of the inhabitants died of 
famine, and numbers migrated for food toMahva, Jaajnuggur, 'and 
Guzarat. ' In Telingana, Meerhutt, and all the Bhamenee domini- 
ons, no grain was fown for two years fuccelfivelyj and the third, 
when the Almighty fhowered his mercy upon the earth, .fcarce 
arty fkcmcrs were left to culdnte the hnds. 

Not long after this dreadful vifitation of famine, while the coun- 
try was reviving from depopulation, intelligence came that the gar- 
rifon of Cundapul had mutinied, and having killed their governor, 
who was tyrannically oppreflive, and feized the property and women 
of his dependants, had given up the fort to toy Oureah, who was 
protefted by Mahummud Shaw. Oureah, on this acquifition, lent 
agents to the roy of Orilla, reprcfenting, that if he willied to recover 
his hereditary dominions in Telingana, now was the crihs, as Dek- 
kan had been ruined by ttvo years of famine, and the armies were 
reduced to a fnlall body; that he would join him on conlideration of 
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being admitted to -fliare in the conquefts of die muffulmauns, and £dr 
the- prefent give him up the fort of Cundapul, with the ^dependant 
country. The roy of OriiTa, tempted by thefe offers, having col- 
leffed ten dioufand horfe and eight dioufand foot, alfo "fummoned 
the rajas of Jaajnuggur to his affiftance, entered Telingana without 
delay, Nizam al Moolk, governor of Raajmundree, unable to cope 
with fo great a force, fliut hirhfelf up in that fortrefs, and feat 
exprefs accounts of the lituation of affairs to court. 

-Mahummud Shaw, by the' advice of Khajeh Jehaun, reiblved to 
oppofe the infidels in perfon. Having advanced OAe year’s pay to the 
troops, he began his march with great expedition. Upon his arrival 
near Raajmundree, the enemy not drinking it advifeable to meet 
him in die field, roy Oureah retired to the fortrefs of Cundapul, 
and the roy of Oriffa croffed the lake of Raajmundree, and retreated 
towards his own dominions. Mahummud Shaw, enraged at this 
unprovoked invafion, having left Khajeh Jehaun with the prince 
Mhamood Khan at Raajmundree, marched with twenty thoufand 
horfe to punifli the deceitful idolater. In the latter part of the year 
882 he ' penetrated to the capital of Orifia, and ufed no mercy in A. D. 
flaughtering the inhabitants, and laying wafte the country of the 
enemy. As the roy had retired to the very extremity of his pofief- 
fions, the fultan had unmoleffed range for operation, and colledted ^ 
vaft films from the people ; after which he determined to fend for his 
fon and Khajeh Jehaun, and effablifh them in the province. 

The roy of Oriffa, hearing of the fultan’s intentions, lent repeated 
embaflies, with elephants' and other valuable prefents, to open the 
door of forgivenefs, declaring folemnly,' that he would neyer in 
•future, in any manner, aflift the zemindars of Telingana. To this the 
fultan replied, that if he would give him up twenty five noted ele- 
phants, which had belonged to the late roy his father, he would 
grant him peace. The roy valued thefe elephants next to his life, 
yet duril not refufe, and therefore fent them in rich trappings, and 

X chains * 
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chains of gold and filver ; upon which the fultan began .his marcfr 
hom Orifla. 

The fultan on the march, when engaged at fome dillance from 
his route in hunting, faw a fort upon a high hill, and going to view 
it nearer with his attendants, alked fome of the country people to 
whom it belonged. They rephed, that it was the property of the 
roy of Orifla, and. that no power dared be fo rath as to call even 
a look of conquell upon it. The fultan, inflamed at this infolent 
reply, halted at the foot of the hill, and the next day began the liege, 
which continued a month and half without effedl. At the expiration 
of that time, the roy fent art apology for the rudenefs of his people, 
who Vi'ere clowns and unacquainted with politenefs, entreating that 
his majefty would regard the fort as his own by conquell, and bellow 
it upon him as one of his vaflals. This apology pleafed the fultan, 
who raifed the liege, and continued his march. 

♦ 

Mahummud Shaw next fat down before Cundapulj and roy 
» Oureah after fix months, being much dillrefled, fued for pardon j 
which being granted at the intercefiion of fome of the nobility, he 
furrendered the fort and city to the royal troops. The fultan went 
to view the fort, and broke down a temple of idols, killing fome 
braminee devotees who officiated at it with his own hands, from a 
point of religion. He then gave orders for a mofque to be eredled on 
the foundations, and afccnding a pulpit, read fome prayers, dillributed 
alms, and commanded the khootbah to be proclaimed in his name* 
Khajeh Jehaun reprefented, that as his majeliy had llain fome in- 
fidels with his own hands, he might, now properly afliune tlie title 
of Ghazee ; which he did. He was the firll of the Bhamenee family 
that killed a bramin ; and it is the belief of the Dekkanees, that 

this 

• The nja feems here to be called by the name of the province i as in Europe fome 
. times perfoiiages are by the places giving their titles. 
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this ad: was inaulpicidits, and conducive -to the troubles which foon 
after perplexed the affairs ofhimfelf and 'his family, to their diffo- 
iution. 

Maliummud Shaw, according to tlie advice of Khajeh Jehaun, 
remained near three years in Raajmundree, to fettle the conquered 
country and eflablifli proper pofts of defence on the borders. Hav- 
ing fecured the whole countiy of Telingana, by expelling all the 
refradtory zemindars, he refolved on die conquefl of “ Nerfinga, and 
confulted IChajeh Jehaun on eftablifliing a governor for the province of ' 
Telingana. The minifter replied, diat no one was more capable of 
fuch a charge than ' Nizam al Moolk Beheree ; and the fultan ap- 
proving of that nobleman, committed to his care Raajmundree, 
Cundapul, and feveral other places. . .Warunkul, and other diflrids, 
he conferred on Azim Klian and, after thefe regulations, began his 
march towards Nerfinga. Nizam al Moolk, difgufted at Azim 
Khan’s appointments, reprefented to die fultan, diat he wiftied to 
leave his government in charge of one of his fons, and attend the 
royal ftirrup. To diisrthe fultan replied, that his only aim was the 
protedtion of the country, and that he was indifferent by. whom that 
tould be effedled. It is faid, that IGiajeh Jehaun perceiving Nizam 
al Moolk to be of great ambition, did not . wifh that his fon Mallek 
Ahmed, who had married a lady out of the fultan’s haram, and was 
more afpiring than his father, ihould be Rationed with him in the 
fame jaghire; therefore, when Nizam al Moolk was before appoint- 
ed governor of Raajmundree, he perfuaded the fultan to Ration 
Mallek Ahmed with Kliodawund Khan HubRiee, and give him a 
jaghire in Mahore, with the rank of three hundred. Mahummud 
Shaw now complying widi the requeR of Nizam al Moolk, called 
Mallek Ahmed to camp, and having promoted him to the rank of a 
thoufand, difpatched him, as his father’s deputy, to Raajmundree. 

X 2 Nerfing 

® A country dependant on Beejanuggur, called by Europeans, Bifnagar, but then in 
rebellion againft that flate. 
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Nerfing was' a powerful raja, poffeffing the country between 
Carnatic and Telingana, extending along the lea coaft to Matchili- 
puttun, and had added much of the Beejanuggur territory to his own 
by comjueft, with feveral ftrong ibrts. He had frequently excited 
-the frontier zemindars of Bhamenee to rebel; and the amras on the 
borders, unable to curb his inlblence, had frequently reprefented it 
to court, which at length determined the fultan to reduce him. 

Mahummud Shaw, in the beginning of this expedition, marching 
by a ruined fort, and being told that it had been ereiifed by the em- 
perors of phely to awe the borderers, halted, and commanded it to be 
repaired without delay. Khajeh Jehaun ufed fuch adtivity, that the 
common work of two years was accompliflred in the Ijjacc of iix 
months j a garrifon appointed, and ample lldres of all kinds laid in 
for defence. He then condudled Mahummud Shaw to viewMhe 
Works completed; ’and fofenfible was the fultan of his merit, that he 
fexclaimed, “ The 'Almighty hath bountifully conferred upon me 
two great bleffings, an important empire, and a fervant unequalled." 
Having faid this, he took off his upper robe, and putting it on the 
flioulders of Khajeh Jehaun, took his in return, and put it on his own 
perfon. Such an honour being done by a fultan to his fervant, we 
read not of in any hillory. 

Mahummud Shaw, having flationed three thoufand horfe near 
the fort to pfoteift his rear, marched on. Wherever he came he 
laid wafte the countiy, and flaughtered thofe inhabitants who made 
refiftance. Upon his arrival at Ghondpore, he was informed'by the 
country people, that at the diftance of ten days’ journey was the 
temple of ’ Kinjee, the rvalls and ^roof of which were plated with 
gold, ornamented with precious Bones, and that tlie fultans of Iflaam, 
as yet, had never feen it, nor heard of its name. 

Maltuthmud 
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Mdiummud Shaw, having felefted fix thoufand'horfe froin his 
army, made forced marches towards Kinjee, but, moved fo rapidly 
himfelf, that only forty horfemen could keep up with hiiij, among 
whom were Nizam al Moolk Beheree, and Yeghrufli Khan Toork» 
When they appeared before the temple, from it advanced fome Hin- 
doos, one of whom appeared above the reft of .uncommon flature, 
mounted ,on horfeback, and brandifliing a drawn fabre by way of 
defiance. Advancing full ipeed towards the fultan, he aimed a 
blow at him without effedt ; when Mahummud Shaw, with great 
"agility, firuck him with his fcymetar with fiich force, as to cleave 
him in two. Another infidel then attacked the fultan, whofe little 
force was engaged man againfl man, but he' had the good fortune .to 
flay hirn alfo, upon which the reft of the Hindoos fled into the 
temple. Crowds, like bees, now ifliied from within,- and ranged 
themfelves under the walls to defend it. The troops coming up, 
the fultan aflaulted the place, which was carried with great flaiighter 
of the Hindoos. . An immenfe plunder fell to ,the vidors, who took 
nothing away but gold, jewels, and filver, fo abundant were thofe 
valuable commodities. The fultan then plundered the city of Kin- 
jee, and after repofing in it for a week, returned to his grand army. 

After this, Mahummud Shaw fent many of the foreign oflicers, . 
with the troops of Dowlutabad and Joneer, againft the capital of 
Nerfinga, going himfelf againft “ Matchiliputtun, which he reduced, 
with all the dependant country, and then returned to Ghondpore. 
Nizam al Moolk, Zireef al Moolk,' and others, had bribed feveral of 
the moft confidential fervants about the fultan’s perfon to throw out 
hints, now and then, prejudicial to Khajeh Jehaun, and thefe traitors 
loftmo opportunity of alarming the royal mind with fufpicions of his 
afpiring views, and peculation of the royal revenue ; till, at length, 
-they brought that great minifter to deftrudlion, by contriving the fol- 
lowing infamous forgery : but it is neceflary, before the particulars 

are 
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are related, to difplay the caufes of the 'enmity of the nobility, who 
contrived his rum. 

The dominions of Bhamenee having in the reign of Mahummud 
Shaw become very extenfive, Khajeh Jehaun thought it political to 
make feveral alterations in the ruleS eftablilhed by fultan Alla ad 
Dien Kangoh, which were formed for 'a fmall ftate; and having con- 
vinced the fultan of their utility, he was permitted to carry them into 
execution.' The whole “kingdom, originally divided mto four ter- 
ruffs, or provinces, under four chief governors, he diftributed into 
eight. Berar was portioned into two, governments; Kaweel under 
Fatteh Oolla Ummad al Moolk, and Mahore under Khodawund 
Khan Hubihee. Dowlutabad was conferred on Add Khan, and 
Joneer, with the diflxufts of Alore, BaeeVi, Ban, the port of Goa, and 
Balgoan, on Fukhir al Moolk. Beejapore, with many diftrifts as 
far as the Beemrah, alfo Roijore and Mudkul, were conferred upon 
himfelf. Ahffunabad, Koolburga, with Saiigher, as far as Nulder- 
ruck and Sholapore, were entrufted to the Abyflinian eunuch, Duftoor 
Deenar. The country of Telingana, which had been left entirely to 
Nizam al Moolk Beheree, was alfo divided. Raajmundree, Matchi- 
liputtun, Bilcondah, Oureah, and other places, were continued under 
his charge; and the government of Warunkul was conferred on 
•Azim Khan. Several places in each of the eight divifions were 
referred as peculiar revenues for the fultan’s private expenfes, and 
particular colleilors appomted to manage them. 

From the time of fultan Alla ad Dien to the prefent reign, it had 
been the rule of the ftate, to leave all the forts in each province to the' 
charge of the governor, or terruftdar, who appointed his own depu- 
ties and garrifon, without reftridtion. In confequence of this im- 
politic indulgence, the governors of provinces had fometimes rebelled 
againft the royal authority, and it had as often been found difficult to 
reduce them. By the new regulation, one fortrefs only was left in the 

chief 
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chief governor’s hands for his own refidence, 'and all the reft were 
garrifoned by officers and troops paid arid appointed by the fultan, 
without any intervening authority over them. 

1 

Another change of the rules of fultan Alla ad Dien, was in the 
, pay of the troops. By them, the amras of five hundred had one ' 
lack of * oons per annum j of a thoufand, two lacks in ready money,, 
or a jaghire producing an equal revenue. Khajeh Jehaun, after the 
entire conqueft of Telingana, to encourage the army, fettled the' pay 
of an amra of five hundred, at one lack and twenty five thoufand 
oons ; of a thoufand, at two lacks and fifty tlioufand ; and the jaghhes 
were fo eftabliftied, that if the revenues were one oon lefs than the 
allowed pay, it was fupplied from the royal treafury^ and if the 
amras kept one foldier. under their fixed numbers, a fum equal to his 
pay was deduded from their allowances. By thefe rules,, fuch a 
confiftent order and dependance was maintained, that government 
acquired full force, and all ranks of people enjoyed their rights in 
fecurity and repofe j but this ftridnefs was difgufting to thole of 
alpiring minds, who conceived a rooted hatred for the minifter, 

Khajeh Jehaun faw their malice i but as all his view was the > 
fultan’s intereft and profperity, he regarded it not ; and as a lincere ^ 
attachment fubfifted between him and Adil Khan, whom he had 
adopted as his own fon, no one dared,- while they were together, to- 
attempt openly the fmalleft injury againft them. At length, Adil 
Khan going upon the expedition againft Nerfinga, , the two friends 
were feparated 5 and a number of Dekkanees and Abyffinians, who 
had been railed .to high offices at the recommendation of ,Khajeh 
Jehaun, entered into confederacy with Nizam 'al Moolk Beheree 
againft their patron s advifing, that advantage of Adil Khan’s abfence- 
fhould be taken, to effedt his deftrudlion. 

- ■ Zireef • 

' 

\ 

aXalled pagodas by Europeans, a lack of which makes fomewhat above forty 
thoufand pounds. 
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Zireef al Moolk DekkaneeSand Miftah Hublliee being charged ' 
with the plot againft their patron, paid their court to one of his 
Abyllinian flaves, who had the care of his feals j and having gained 
his friendfhip by large prefents, haftened to finifh their deiign. One 
day, after drinking wine together, Zireef al Moolk and Miftah Hub- 
Ihee produced a folded paper,' faying, that it was the account of one 
of their friends, and had received the feals of mod: of the heads of 
offices, only requiring the Khajeh’s, which if he would affix, they 
ihould regard it as a great obligation. The Have, being intoxi- 
cated with liquor, complied with their defire ; and, without the 
caution of unfolding the paper, * damped the feal on the part they 
pointed out to him. The two wretches, overjoyed at their fuccefs, 
went the lame night to Nizam al Moolk, who, in conjunidion with 
them, wrote on the paper a letter, as if from Khajeh Jehaun to the 
TOy of Orifla, in thefe words : “ I am weary of the drunkenneft and 
“ cruelty' of Mahummud Shaw. Dekkan may be conquered with 
“ little trouble, as at Raajmundree and that frontier there is no 
general of any note. You may'invade that quarter without oppo- 
“ fition j and as mod of the nobility and troops are devoted to the, 

“ I will join you with a powerful army. When we have in con- 
“ jundlion reduced the fultan, we will divide his territories equally 
" between us.” Zireef al Moolk and Miftah Hubfiree delivered 
this letter to the fultan, in the prefence of Nizam al Moolk. Ma- 
hummud Shaw, feeing'the feal of his minider, was inflamed with 
rage. Nizam al Moolk finding opportunity to fpeak, by falfe acc'u- 
fations fo raifed hispaffion, that he lod all command over his reafon, 
and without weighing probability, or alking to fee the meflenger, 
who, it was pretended, had been intercepted canying the letter to 
the roy of Orifla, fent for Khajeh Jehaun to the prefence. His 
friends who had heard the caufe, infonned him of it, and remarked, 
that it would be prudent to form Ibme excufe for not obeying that 
day, and to wait till the fultan Ihould recover his reafon, when the 

forgeiy 

* The nethcs of India commonly put their feal inllead of lignaturc to papers. 
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forgery would be eafily dete(5ted, and the criminals puniflied. Kha~ 
jeh Jehaun in reply, repeated a verfe to this effedt : “ As martyrdom 
to love is glorious here and hereafter, happy fliould I be to be 
carried dead from the field. immediately.” He then faid, “ This 
beard has grown white in the aufpicious fervice of the father, and 
it will be honourable fliould it be dyed with my blood by the 
fortunes of the fon j tliere is no evading the decrees of fate,^and to 
draw die neck from its feiitence is impoflible.” Many capital 
amras, attached to his caufe, now fent mefiengers to him, informingi 
that diey had heard alarming reports, and had ten thoufand horie 
ready for his fervice ; that if he would fly to Guzarat, they would 
attend liim, and facrifice their lives in his defence. He anfwered, 
that he had for many years enjoyed honourable repofe in his mafrer’s 
fervice, in whicli he had been guilty of no crime.; and that, on 
account of the mere accufations of his enemies, the fultan could not 
believe him unfaithful; but if, impelled by providence, he fliould 
punifli him innocent, it was belt to fubmit to the decree. That 
what they had propofed as duty and friendfhip, was ingratitude andr - 
rebellion. 

Having faid thus, he infrantly went to court. Mahmnmud Shaw 
fremly exclaimed, " When any one is difloyal to his fovereign, and 
his crime is proved, what fhould be his punifhment ?” The 
Khajeh replied, “ The abandoned wrerch who pradtifes treachery . 
« againfr his lord, fhould meet nothing but the fword.” The fultan 
then fhewed him the letter ; upon feeing which he, after repeating 
the verfe of the koraun (O God, this is a great forgery) faid, “ The 
feal is mine, but not the letter, of which I have no knowledge.” 

He concluded by repeating the following verfes : By the God 

“ whofe commands the juft have obeyed with their blood, falfe as 
“ the ftory “ of EufufF and the wolf, is that my enemies have forged 
“ of me.” As the fultan was intoxicated with wine, and had 

Y refigned 

* Allqding to Jofeph's brethren telling Jacob that he was torn by a wild beaft. 
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refigned his reafon to anger, and the decline of the houfe of Bha- 
menee was near, he attended not to the examination of fails ; but 
riling from- the affembly, ordered Johir, an Abyflinian, to put the’ 
minifter to death on the fpot. Khajeh Jehaun addreffed the fultan, 
faying, “ The death of an old man like me is of little moment 
“ to myfelf, 'but will be to you the ruin of an empire, and your own’ 
“ glory.” The fultan attended not to his words, but abruptly retired 
into his haram. The Have then drawing his fabre advanced towards 
the Khajeh ; who, kneeling down facing the * Kibleh, faid, “ There 
“ is no God but God, and Mahummud is the prOphet of God." 
When the fabre reached 'his neck, he cried, “ Praife be to God for 
“ the blefling of martyrdom,” 'and refigned his foul to the divine 
mercy. Afaad Khan Geelanee, an amra of high rank, and friend 
to the Khajeh, happening to be prefent, was put tp 'death by 
the Have alfo, without orders. Khajeh Jehaun at the time of his 
death was feventy eight years old. A little before, he had written a’ 
poem in praife of Mahummud Shaw. - ^ ' t 

His death happened on the fifth of Sulfur, 886, and Moolla Abd 
al Kerreem Sindee, author of the Tarekh Mhamood Shawee, one of 
the fervants of the Khajeh, compofed the following verles on his 
martyrdom. ' 

“ The innocent martyr, truly deferving veneration, by whofe 
“ bounty the world was made glad; if you wilh to know the 
“ date of liis death, read the * record of the unjuft flaughter." 
Again he fays, “ If any are defirous to know the ye.ir of his death, 

“ fay, without guilt Mhamood Gawan was martyred.” 

There are in Dekkan many remains of the munificence of this great 
man ; particularly a college, built by him at Ahmedabad two years 

before 


r • The point of prajcr, Mecca. 

This exprefiionin numerical letters compofed the date. 
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before his death, containing alfo a inofquc and a large fquare of 
fliops, wJiich, at the date of tliis liiflory, were as entire as if juft 
finiflied. Khajeh Jehaun had great learning, and much judgment in 
compofition of profc and verfe. In arithmetic he was unequalled ; 
and his » Rozet al India and poems are ftill extant in fome libraries in 
Dckkan. He annually remitted valuable prefents to the learned in 
Klioraflan and Ecraak, and the princes of thofe parts beftowed ho- 
nour upon him. Molana Jami Abd al Rahmaan correljionded with 
him, .and fome of Jiis letters are to be feen in his works. There is 
alfo in the Molana’s poems one written in his name. Moolla Abd al 
Kerrun Tummdee has given an account of him from his birth to his 
death, part of which is inferted as worthy of a place in hiftory. 

Khajeh Jehaun’s anceftors- in former ages, for generations fiiccef- 
ftvely, held the poft of vizier to the princes of Geelan in Perfia, and 
one of them became fultan of Riflid ; which territoiy, according to 
Hajee Mahummud Candaharce, continued in his family till the time 
of Shaw Tahmafp Suffewi. Khajeh Jehaun, as he was of royal 
extradlion, alarmed at the jealoufy of Tahmafp, perfuaded liis mo- 
ther to quit his birth-place 5 and, though invited to the high office of 
vizier by the princes of Eeraak and IClioraflan, refufed the honour, 
chuling rather to become a merchant. In this capacity he travelled 
through many countries, and made acquaintance with celebrated and 
learned men in each. In his forty third year, partly to trade, and 
partly to vilit the religious of Dekkan, he came by fea to the port of 
Dabul, and from thence over land to Ahmedabad, intending to 
proceed from that capital to Dhely. Sultan Alla ad Dien the fecond, 
feeing his great qualities, witli much entreaty prevailed upon him to 
become enrolled among his nobility. In the reign of Humaioon Shaw 
Zalim, he was honoured with the title of Mallek al Tijar, and 
rofe to the firft office in the ftate. Mahummud Shaw added feveral 
other honours to his name, and among them the title of Khajeh 
r Y 2 ' V Jehaun. 

^ Garden of compofition. India is a diredlory for correfpondence on all fubjefis. 
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Jehaun. 1 He entertained two.thoufand Moguls in his own pay, >aAd 
ten thoufand horfe from the fulto werej under his command. The 
following reafon is given for his being called ■ Gawan. . Being one 
day in the fultan’s company fitting on a terrace of the palace, a cow 
happened to bleat underneath, when one of the aflembly laughingly 
faid,,0 vizier, .what fays the cowf To which, he replied. She fays 
I am one of her fpecies, and Ihould not fit among alfes. When he 
received the title of Gawan he prophetically obferved, that he feared 
it was unlucky, as all who -had held it .fuffered , unnatural , deaths. 
He was by fedt a funnee of the ftridteft order. His loyalty to Ma- 
hummud Shaw was fincere, and the fame of his liberality fpread over 
ACa j there being fcarce.a town or city, the deferring of which did 
not tafte of his bounty. Hfs behaviour was affable to all ranks, and 
his juftice in his dealings unimpeached. , 

I ^ 

Mahummud Shaw having heard frequent reports of the vaft wealth 
of Khajeh Jehaun, fent for his treafurer, Nizam ad Dien Houfllitr 
Geelanee, and demanded where his money, jewels, and plate were, 
depofited. The treafurer, alarmed, told the fultan, that if he would 
promife to fpare his life, he would difcover all j upon which, think- 
ing to receive a great treafure, he took an oath and promifed, if he 
concealed nothing, to reward him with royal bounty. ^The treafurer 
then faid, “ O iultan, my lord had two treafuries, one of which he 
“ called the fultan’s, from which were ilfued the expenfes of his 
“ troops, ftables, and houfehold : in this there are now ten thoufand 
“ laarees, and three thoufand oons. The other he named the trea- 
‘‘ fury of the poor, and in this there is a fealed bag, containing three 
“ hundred laarees.” The fultan laid, " How comes it that the 

Khajeh, whofe revenues equalled that of many kings, Ihould only 
“ have filch a fmall fum ?” The treafurer replied, “ Whenever 
“ money came from his jaghire, having taken for the king’s trea- 
“ fuiy the pay of his troops and flables, he gave the remainder, in 
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your majefty’s name, to the poor, not referving a '" cowrie for his 
own ufe. A fiun of forty thoufand laarees, which he brought with 
Iiim from Perfia to Dekkan, he employed, by means of agents, in 
trade; and prefer ving always that capital, expended two laarees 
“ each day for his kitchen ■ and apparel out of the profits, the 
remainder of which was carried into the poor’s treafury, and ifiiied 
from thence in fums, remhted to his mother, relations, aiid 
“ worthy perfons, with whom he had made acquaintance in his 
travels, and who would not come to Hindooftan.” 

• ’ , •» - I ■ ‘ 

The miniflefs enemies were confounded at this account, but 
envioufly remarked,That thelChajeh was a cautious man, and fuipedt- 
ing his expenfes might betray his riches; had left them fecreted at 
the capital. "To which the treafurer replied, that if one laaree, his 
property, vihould be found there, or any where, beyond the fums he 
had mentioned, he would fubmit to the fevered: punifliment. The 
fultan f hen aflembled all the head fervants ; and firfi: queftioned the 
chief feraalh ; .who faid, that all the tents and carpets his lord had, 
were now in the camp, except fome mattings in the city on the 
■floors of his rnofque and college, and that the Klhajeh always flept 
himfelf . upon a bare mat. The overfeer of. the kitchen was then 
called, who declared, that lall the utenfils and veflels were with him, 
but that the vidtuals for hisimafter’s own eating, were always drefifed 
in earthen pots. The librarian laiHy fl:ood forth, and acknovs/ledged 
that diere were in the library three thoufand volumes, but all in trufl: 
for the lludents of ;the college. The fultan now became melancholy, 
and the treafurer- took courage to fay,: O fultan, may thoufands 
“ fuch as Mhamood Gawan be ranfoms .for thy fafety ! but why 
‘f didfl: thou hot regard the. claims upon thee for his fervices ? why 
cillcndt before thee the bearer of the letter to the roy of Orifia, 
“ thp-t ihis meachery might appear to us and all mankind clear and 
' = ■ ^ ^ ; ^‘ undoubted?” 

® A fmall fea fhell, current , as money. 

^ Tent-keeper. ' ' . . 
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“ undoubted ?” Mahummud Shaw, ftnick with this query, awoke, 
from the trance of ftupefadtion, and called to the accufers of the un- 
fortunate minifter to bring the bearer of the letter before him. None 
could be found. ‘ He then rofe trembling with horror, retired ^into his 
haram, full of remorfe and forrow, at his ralh credulity and unjuft 
fentence againft his faithful friend. The hearfe of the deceafed was 
fent off, in melancholy pomp, to Ahmedabad for interment j and' 
three days after, the prince Mhamood Khan and many of the nobility 
were ordered to vilit the grave. 

The fultan now prepared to march, but the night of the orders 
being iffued, Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan, with the 
troops of Berar and Mahore, feparated from the camp, and moved 
four miles diftant. Mahummud Shaw upon this account deferred 
his march, and fent to them to enquire the caufe of their movement. > 
They anfwered, that as the fervants of his majefty had by their, 
machinations deftroyed fuch a charadter as Khajeh Gawan, they 
'could not but be fearful of their own fafety, if they remained at 
court. The fultan, upon this, fent a private meffage, deliring them 
to come' to his prefence, that by their affiftance he might punilh the 
traitors who had abufed his confidence by fuch forgeries ; but to this 
they replied, that whenever Adil Khan fhould arrive, they would 
come with him, and kifs his majelly’s feet. The fultan, feeing that 
nothing but patience and complying behaviour would fucceed, fent a 
firmaun to Adil Khan ; who came with all expedition to Ghondpore, 
and pitched his camp clofe to that of the two difgnfted chiefs. . All 
three obtained whatever they chofe to alk, without referve. The 
jaghire of Khajeh Jehaun, Beejapore, was conferred on Adil Klian, 
who was appointed terruffdar, and Direa Klian, Fukhir al Moolk, 
and Mulloo IChan, with moft of the mogul amras attached to him, 
obtained jaghires in that divifion. Ummad al Moolk and Khoda- 
wund Khan were fixed in their governments, and obtained all their, 
demands. When they had attended the fultan to Ahmedabad, they 

encamped 
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encamped -without the city, 'and would not enter it^ upon which 
the fultan, feeing his authority vain, did not give, way to unavailing' 
rage, but held his peace, and difmilTed them honourably to their 
feveral jaghires, arming himfelf with patience and forbearance. Im 
hopes that Nizam al Moolk would imitate the condudl of Khajeh 
Jehaun in his vigilant policy, he ftrengthened his power daily, 
loading him with benefits, which only ferved to difgufl the nobility. 

\ 

Some months afterwards, the fultan, in hopes that Add Khan, 
Ummad al Moolk, and Khodawund Khan would join him with their 
armies, marched ; but though they accompanied him, they always 
encamped at a diflance, and paid their refpedts only on the road. 
Handing far from him, furrounded by guards. Mahummud Shaw, a 
thoufand times in an hour, regretted the lofs of Khajeh Jehaun ; but as 
• there was now no remedy, he held his tongue from complaints, while 
he fuffered inwardly extreme anxiety. When he arrived at Balgoan, 
and had feen the city and fortifications, though the amras repeatedly 
urged him to vifit Goa and Kokun, he would not confent, and began 
his return to the capital. 'At this time intelligence arrived, that Sewa- 
roy, prince of Beejanuggur, had fent a large army againfi: Goa ; upon 
which the fultan difpatched Adil Khan with the troops of Beejapore, 
to pppofe him, and went himfelf by regular marches to Firozeabad ; 
but Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan quitted the army on the 
route without leave, and retired to their governments in Berar. 

<• ^ 

Mahummud Shaw, knowing that civil war could be attended with 

no benefit, refolved to be pafiive, and halted three months at Firoze- 
' abadj feemingly fpending his hours in pleafures, but inwardly a 
prey to grief and forrow, which wafied his firength daily. He ap- 
pointed his fon Mhamood Khan his fuccefibr, and confiituted Nizam 
al Moolk regent. A declaration to this effed: 'was made out in 
writing, tefiified by the fignatures and feals of the learned and pious 
men in the court. While this paper was drawing out, he would 

frequently 
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frequently fay. If they obey not me, who reigned glorioufly for many 
years, and conquered nations with my fvvord, how will they ftoop to 
fubmit to a child? His weaknefs daily encreafed; but, upon his 
return to Ahmedabad, he grew better, and prefuming upon it, in- 
dulged in debauches. His fever had not entirely left him, when one 
day he drank a large cup of wine, and retired to his haram, which 
brought on a fevere fit. - The phyficians admmiftered to him medi- 
cines immediately, and, feeing him Ibmewhat recovered, retired. In 
their abfence, the fultan, from the vulgar maxim that nothing is lb 
good to remove the laffitude from intoxication as a frefh cordial, drank 
wine, and inftantly fell into ftrong fits; during which he frequently 
cried out, that Khajeh Jehaun was tearing him to pieces : till at 
length he trod the path of mortality, on the firft of Suffur, 887, after 
a reign of twenty years. The date of his death is comprized in the 
following verfes,._ 


The kmg, of kings, fultan Mahummud; when fuddenly he 
“ plunged into the> ocean of death, as Dekkan became walle by his 
" departure, • thbruin'of Dekkan was the date of his death.’’ 
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SULTAN 

MHAMOOD SI-IAW BHAMENEE. 


Sultan IvUiamood Shaw' afccndcd the tlirone of Dckkan in the 


twelfth year of his age ; and the amras then at court, Nizam al 
Moolk Bcherce, Kowaam al Moolk, Cafim Bereed Turk, and 
others, fwore allegiance. His inauguration was conduced with 
much ceremony. The tlirone Firozeh was placed in tlie grand hall 
of audience, and on each fide of it a chair of filver. Shaw Mohib 
Oolla and Syed Hunneef, the two mofl; celebrated divines of Dek- 
kan, having offered prayers for his profperity, placed the crown on 
tlie fultan’s headj tlien, each holding an arm, helped him to 
afeend the tlirone, which at this time, in magnificence and intrinfic 
Value, exceeded every other in the world. This done, they feated 
themfelves on the filver chairs. Nizam al Moolk and Cafim Bereed 
then advancing, made offerings of congratulation, and their example 
was followed by all the nobility and officers prefent.. Some of the 
afiembly obferved, that Adil Khan Turk,' Fukhir al Moolk, Direa 
Khan, and Mulloo Khan, who were among the prime Turkifli 
nobility, not being prefent, the ceremony was not binding. To this 
Nizam al Moolk replied,, that to keep the throne vacant would caufe 
diffentionsi but when they returned from Kokun, the ceremony 
might be repeated, and titles and. honours be conferred. Moolla 
Abd al Kerrum Tummdee, who was prefent, writes, that the people 
regarded this difpute as ominous of evil and fo it proved, as the 

' Z. reign; 
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reign of Mhamood Shaw, though a long one, palled in troubles and 
civil wars, and the royal authority fell from the houfe of Bhamenee, 

When the late fultali Mahummud Shaw afcended the throne, 
being but a child, the chief nobility had alpired to independance ; 
but by the able condudf of the queen mother and Khajeh Jehaun, 
their deligns were overthrown, and they dared not openly Ihew their 
wilhes. That prince, from his abilities, foon became capable of 
managing affairs in perfon, and by degrees the power of the nobility 
was reduced to proper bounds. He had encouraged a number of 
Georgians, Circaffians, Calmucks, and other Turkifli tribes, befides 
two thoufand Haves, AbyHinians and Hindoos. From theffe were 
feledled the officers of government, and by degrees many of them 
rofe to high power. Nizam al Moolk Beheree, one of the Hindoo' 
Haves, was confidered by the Dekkanees and AbyHinians as their 
head •, while the Turks attached themfelves to Adil Khan, originally 
a Turkifli Have. As Khajeh Jehaun favoured the Turks, ,Adil 
Khan was permitted to Hand at court above Nizam al Moolk, which 
hurt his pride, and, in the end, led him to plan the deftradlion of that 
great minifter, as before related ; but Adil Khan, by his prudence, 
efcaped his ftratagems, and being appointed terruffdar of Beejapore 
became daily more powerful. 

Upon the death of Mahummud, and the acceffion oflVIhamood 
Shaw, Adil Khan, and the nobility with him, having entered into 
alliance to fupport each other, came from Kokun in great force to 
felicitate the young fovereign, and encamped without the walls of 
Ahmedabad. Adil Khan, Direa Khan, Fukhir al Moolk, YeghruHi 
JChan, Azdauh Khan, and Ghuzzunfir Khan entered the city with a 
thoufand Mogul and Turkifli horle, to pay their allegiance to the 
fultan. When they arrived at the palace, though it was againft the 
etiquette of the court for noblemen to enter with attendants, yet, 
fearful of treachery in Nizam al Moolk, they took with them two 

hundred 
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liiindrcd armed followers. Nizam al Moolk, with five hundred feleft 
attendants, met them with much ceremonious attention, and intro-' 
duced them to the fultan’s prcfcncc. Adil Khan, liaving paid his 
refpeds in form, took his place as formerly above Nizam al Moolk 
and all the nobility. Dirca Klian fat between tlie .Nizam and his 
fon Mallek Ahmed, that, in cafe of treachery, they might be firfi; 
revenged on the perpetrators, and trufi: to fortune for the reft. 
Ahmed KJian attempted to move next his father, who forbad him ; 
and to prevent didiurhanccs, which he /aw, from the caution of his 
rivals, would be hazardous to his perfon, liaftencd the ceremony of 
beftowing khelauts from the fultan, and rifing of the court. EufiifF 
Adil KJian, at coming out, led Nizam al Moolk by the hand, under 
pretence of converfation, to the outer gate of the citadel ; whercj 
being joined by his force, he parted from him with profufe afiiir- 
ances of regard and'friendfiiip, and took up his refidence at his houfe 
in the city, with a guard of a thoufand chofen men for his protection; 
giving orders to Direa Klian and his other friends to return to camp, 
and be upon tlicir guard. 

Nizam al Moolk the next day vifited Adil IClian ; and, after 
many declarations of friendftiip, defired that he would, with all the 
Mogul and Turkifh amras, refidc in the city, that they might attend 
with him at court, and aftift in the management of the royal affairs. 

Adil Khan replied, that his afliirances of friendftiip accorded 
with his own W'xfties ; but for his daily attendance at court, there was 
no occafion, as he and his friends w'^ere only foldiers, and ignorant of 
the political arcana of government. _ Agreeably to the will of their late 
fovereign, -he defired he would condud adminiftration, and leave him 
the military execution of the fultan’s orders ; that his friends had 
better remain encamped without the city, as they were rude and 
ignorant, and quarrels- might arife, dangerous to the publick repofe 
of the town between them, the Abyftinians and Dekkanees. It 

Z 2 was 
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was at length agreed, that Nizam al Moolk Ihould have the poft of 
vaqueel al fultunnut, and leave the various great offices which he had 
held under Mahummud Shaw, to others. By this plan the vizarut 
was conferred on Kotvaam al Moolk, fenior, and Warunkul on 
Kowaam al Moolk, junior. Raajmundree, with the ‘ nizarut. Was 
given to Dillawer Khan Hubfliee. Every poft was lhared by mutual 
confent among their friends. They then repaired together to court, 
where the fultan's aflent being palled, and khelauts of confirmation 
given, Adil Khan returned to his own houfe, and never after con- 
cerned himfelf in the internal management of the royal affairs. 

For a Ihort time the Moguls and Turks lived amicably with the 
Dekkanees and Abylfinians j but Nizam al Moolk and Kowaam al 
Moolk, fenior, at length infringed the treaty, as they wilhed to 
remove Eufuff Adil Khan Turk, and fill his place with Add Khan 
Dekkanee, then deputy governor of Warunkul. With this defign 
they called him to court, with Fatteh Oolla Ummad al Moolk, on 
pretence of felicitating the fultan’s accelfion. They came accord- 
ingly, with a great army, and encamping without the walls, entered 
the city with a few attendants to pay their compliments and offerings 
to the'fultan, who received them very gracioufly, and honoured them 
with khelauts. 

About three weeks after this, Nizam al Moolk, who had lulled 
the weak Ummad al Moolk Turk into a reliance on his friendlhip, 
told him, that he wilhed, with the alfiftance of the Dekkanee 
nobility, to deftroy Eufuff Adil Khan Turk, that they might both 
be fecured from his machinations, and fend off his partizans tb their 
different ftations ; that the Dekkanee amras could not leave their 
houfes for fear of the Turks, lb that, if he approved the plan, it 
would be advifeable for lum on the day of its e.xecution to order the 
Turkilh troops under him to keep within their habitations. Kowaam 

nl 
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al Moolic approved --6f the jdeiagD, and the following day, Nizam al 
Moolk having feated the fultan upon one of the towers of the citadel, 

, fent orders to Adil KJian Pelckanee and Fatteh .Oolla Ummad al 
Moolk to pafs in review, with their ti'oops before, the fultan, in order 
to receive tlieir khelauts and audience of difmiflion to their govern- 
ments. Ferraud al Moolk, the *cutwal, hearing by fome means of 
the defign, informed Kowaam al Moolk that Nizam intended trea- 
chery againft all the Turks without , exception, and that the plot to 
aflaflinate Eufuff Adil Khan was only a cloak to his defigns ; fo that 
for the Turks to remain paflive in their houfes, on fuch a day, would 
be the height of folly. Ko'^vaain al Moolk, who willied the deftruc- 
tion of Eufuff Adil IClian, .and relied on tlie, fincerity of Nizam al 
Moolk-s ;friendfliip to himfelf, would not beUeve.the information. 

Adil Klian Dekkanee and Ummad al Moolk came into the .city, 
with all the troops of Telingana and Kaweel,. and drew, up . before 
the citadel. The fultan Mhamobd Shaw, ' who was-.merely a tool 
in the hands of his minifters, by the inftrudion of Nizam, having 
called the two chiefs to him in die tower, faid,, that as the Turks 
were become difobedient to his authority, and committed great dif- 
turbances in the city, he thought it neceffary to employ their forces in 
punifliing. them without delay. Ummad al Moolk-, who had a Tincere 
regard for Eufuff Adil Khan, having placed him in feciirity, fent 
his army with Adil Khan Dekkanee to .deftroy the Turks. - KoWaam 
al Moolk was made the firfl facrifice ; and the gates of the city being 
keptfhut, a great daughter was made among the. Turks, who were 
unprepared for fuch an attack i but Yeghrufli Khan, Kuddim Khan, 
and other officers who w ere friends of Eufuff Add Khan, maintained 
a running fight to the gates, which they forced ; and Direa Khan, 
informed of the attack on , his companions, entered the city with a 

great force,, which ma'de the combat equal. It is faid, that fkir- 

r . , , . , , ; . . • ' mdhes 

* A rriagiftrate who has the regulatioh of the markets, collefls the town duties, and 
fuperintends the police. - . . . . 
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milhes occurred in the ftreets'of the capital for twenty days fucceffive- 
ly, and about four thoufand men were flaughtered on each lide. At 
length the divines and holy men interfered as mediators; and, as 
many Turkilh officers of rank had fillen, Eufuff Adil Khan con- 
fented to peace, and quitting the capital, with his dependants, retired 
to Beejapore. • 

Nizarh al Moolk having now the foie power of. adminiftration in 
his hands, conferred Beer, Darwer, and many other diftriiSs, upon 
his own fon Mallek Ahmed. Fukhir al Moolk Dekkanee, the fon 
of a Have of Khajeh Jehaun, a gallant and learned man, was raifed 
to the rank of a thoufand, and his fon exalted to the title of Khajeh” 
Jehaun. Ummad al Moolk was honoured with the vizarut, and his 
fon Shekh Alla ad Dien fent to command on the part of his father in 
Berar. Cafim Berecd, who had fticwn great adlivity againft the 
Turks, was made cutwal of the city and meet nobut. Kowaam al 
Moolk, junior, was difinilTed to Telingana. Nizam al Moolk and 
Ummad al Moolk, during four years, in conjundlion with the mother”* 
of fultan Mhamood, tranfadted all the affairs of government. ~ 

At length, Dillawer Khan Hublhee, envying their power, repre- 
fented to the fultan, that his minifters paid no regard to his authority, 
and, in league with the queen mother, ufurped all the power of the 
ftate, regarding him ftill as a weak infant. This obfervation pro- 
voked Mhamood Shaw to adtion, and he ordered Dillawer Khan to 
affaffinate the miniftcr. One night, when both were gone to the 
queen mother's apartments, to confult her on fbme urgent bufinefs, 
Dillawer Khan placed himfelf in the paffage with another perfon 
armed, and, as the minifters came out, rufhed upon them with their 
fabres. Niz.im al Moolk received a wound, but as both were perfedl 
in the art of defence, they kept up a running fight, and made their 
efcape out of the palace. Having lent word to Cafim Bereed that the 
fultan intended his affaffination alfo, they fled with their followers ' 

out 
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out of the city. Cafim Bereed having fliut the gates of the palace, 
prevented any perfons from going to the fultan > who was at length 
reduced to fuch diftrefs, that he wrote to the minifters,^ apologizing 
for his condu(fd, and inviting them back ; but they inlifted that, prior 
to tlieir return, Dillawer Khan fliould be put to death j < which relblve 
coming to his hearing, he made his efcape with his family to Boora- 
hanpore. Nizam al Moolk with his fon Mallek Ahmed returned ,to 
the capitals but Ummad al Moolk retired to his government of 
Berar, 

Nizam al Moolk now, in order to ftrengthen his party, railed 
Mallek Wujjeh and Mallek Allirufij formerly dependants on Khajeh 
Jehaun, to high rank ; appointing the firft governor of Dowlutabad, 
and the other his deputy 3 and having exadted promifes of attach- 
ment and fidelity from tliem to Ms fon Mallek Ahmed, fent them to 
Ddwlutabad. He alfo committed the fortrefs of Porundeh and Sho- 
lapdre to Mukhdoom lHiajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, binding him by a 
fimilar oath of attachment. At the expiration of three months, 
having procured the fultan’s permifiion, he dilpatched his fon Mallek 
'Ahmed to Joneer, as Ms deputy. 

f 

In the year 891, Adil Khan Dekkanee, governor of Warunkul, A. D. 
dying, Kowaam al Moolk, junior, hafiened, by forced marches, ' 
from Raajmundree to that city, and fetting up the fiandard of rebel- 
lion, pofiefied himfelf of all Telingana. Nizam al Moolk, taking 
the fultan with Mm, marched towards Warunkul^ upon which, 
Kowaam al Moolk retreated to Raajmundree, and wrote privately, 
complaining of the ufurpations of the minifier, to the fultan ^ who 
having refigned himfelf to wretchednefs, through fear of his guar- 
dians, returned no anfwer, but fent immediately tlie petition to 
Nizam al Moolk. When the royal fiandard had reached Warunkul, 

■ advice yame from Mallek Ahmed, that the port of Goa, which in 
the late reign had been granted to Kifiiwer Khan, and was deputed 

by 
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by him to the charge of Nujum al Dien Geelanee, on his death, had 
been feized by one of his officers,' named Bahadur Geelanee, as alfo 
Dabul, Kolapore, Kulher, Punnalleh, Serwaleh, and Balgoan, and 
that, at the inftigation of Eufuff Adil Khan, he daily grew more 
ihfolent, and committed infults on the port of Choule and other 
places j alfo, that Zien ad Dien, the jaghiredar of Jagneh, had 
rebelled. 

Nizam al Moolk commanded his Ion, firll: to reduce Zien ad 
Dien, and fent orders to Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, governor of 
Porundeh , and Mallek Wujjeh of Dowlutabad, to march to his ' 
affiftance. Upon this Zien ad Dien applied for proteflion to Eufuff 
Adil Khan of Beejapore j who fent fix thoufand horfe to jom him, 
commanding them to, encamp near the fort of Indaporej and if 
Mallek Ahnted Ihould move towards Jagneh, to haften there, and 
affift in oppofing him. 

When this news reached Warunkul, the influence of Nizam al 
Moolk vifibly declined. He was treated with flight by the fultan, 
and the attachment of Cafim Bereed, Duftoor Deenar. and all the 
Abyflinian amras to him fell off. The fultan, who earneftly wiflied 
his deftruflion, encouraged the change, by complaints of the minif- 
‘ ter, and ordered them to alTafiinate lura on the firft opportunity that 
Ihould occur. Nizam al Moolk being informed of the plot againit 
his life, fled from the camp at midnight j but, inftead of taking 
Ihelter with his fon at Joneer, hallcned to Ahmedabad, hoping to 
fecure the royal treafury. PuflTund Khan Dekkanee, who had been 
taifed from the depth of wretchednefs to nobility and the govern- 
ment of the capital by Nizam, al Moolk, received him into the city, 
with afliirances of drift obedience to his orders. The minifter, 
tliinking himfelf fecure, wrote to Mallek Ahmed to join him from 
Joneer, and opening the royal trcalures, diftributed them with a 
lavifli hand to levy troops and fupport his rebellion. 


Mhamood 
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. .- Milams $ha;lv, upon' intelligeilce of this proceeding, appointed 
Koottuh ah Mdolk,' governor of and; with the reft of his 

nobility liaftened towards Ahniedabad. - : Nizam al Moolk,. finding 
his influence in , the city decline, refolved to feize as much of the 
royal treafufe as he could, and join his fon. Puffund Khan con- 
trived to delay hiiii by artful flatteries, and wrote privately to the ful- 
tan, defiring hiiii to advance without delay, as he vfould give up the 
rebel into his hands. Mhamood Shaw fent for anfwer, that if he 
was fincere he ftiould fend the. traitor’s head to him, as a proof of 
loyalty. Puflund Khan, attended by five hundred followers, went to 
Nizam al Mbplk, who refided in the palace, and pretended that he 
wiflied to converfe with him in private,, on ;affairs of importance. 
The rhinifter complying with, his.: requeft, they retired, dnto a, room 
together. Puffund Khan, who was young and flrong, fell upon the 
old, defericblefs miriifter, ;and feized him, by the neck with fuch force 
that he was food ftrangied. Having thep cut off his head, he brought 
' it out j and, expofing it to the people, cried out. Such is the reward 
oif traitors ito theft .foverei^^ . After which he lent it by exprefs 
meflehgers to the royal camp . r . ; ; 

• . Mhamood Shaw now • entered the city with his friends, and en- 
trufted them with the direction of public affairs; but, impelled by 
the indifcretion of youth, and a ftrong attachment to pleafure, he 
. devoted his time' to drinking, mufic, and love, without attending in 
the leaft to the care of his kingdom. He took many of the jewels 
frpin the throne Firozeh, to fet in falvers, vafes,' and cups for ban- 
quets. 

* - ■ • ■ ' ' , . ' • 

In the -year 896, envy .poffefled the minds of the Dekkanees and 

-Abyfiinians, ;who tried, every art to prejudice tlie'fultan againft his 
favourites, but in vain. " Puffund Khan at length united with the 
Dekkanees to affaftinate Mhamood Shaw, and place another prince of 
the royal family on the throne. The cohfpirators . repaired, to the 
' ■ ' A ’a ... palace 
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palace armed; and, left the Mogul troops fhouldpome to'the fultan’s 
affiftance, fhut the gates after them. It was late in the night, and 
the fultan was engaged in feftivity, when they rulhed towards the 
royal apartments. , -This occafioned lome noife, but before Mhamood 
Shaw could know the caufe, a number of Dekkanees, admitted by 
the porters, rufhed in upon his privacy. Yezeez Khan Turk, with 
four other flaves, Houflun Ali Subzwaaree, and Syed Mirza Melhi- 
dee, though unarmed, threw themfelves between the villains and the 
fultan, giving their lives a ranibm' Ibr his fafety. The fultan had 
time to gain the ferrace of the * royal tower, except which, and the 
haram, all the palace was now in the pofleffion of the traitors, who 
purfued their fuccefs, but were gallantly oppofed by Mhamood Shaw 
with a few Turks' and Moguls, the conftant companions of his plea- 
fures, with ftones, darts, and clods of earth. The fultan alfo for- 
tunately dilpatched a meflage ' to‘the Turkifli and Mogul troops, of 
the "dangerous fituation he was in from the confpirators; and" his 
hopes of preferving himfelf till they fliould come to his relief." Caftm 
Bereed, with fome other noblemen, and about £ve hundred fol- 
lowers, haftened inftantly to the palace, but found-the gates fall. 
Eight perfons with great difficulty fcaled the walls, and founded 
trumpets on their entrance. Many of the Dekkanees and Abyffini- 
tes, thinking all the Moguls had entered the fort, fled, and opened 
the gates to make their efcape. Eight and twenty Moguls of Subz- 
waar received them with Ihowersof arrowsi which drove them' back, 
and they attempted to re-Ihut the gates ; but the Moguls rulhed on 
and prevented them. Skirmilhing now enfued, and Kilhwer Khan, 
who had gone round to the loot of the king's tower, hearing of the 
gate being opened, entered without delay. The traitors took Ihelter 
in the “ agate mahal. A great difturbance now arofe in the city, of 

which 

’ ■ Moft probably over a kind of bow recefs, in which the fultans fat (as common In 
India) to receive the congratulations of the publlck on feftival days, or to fee nvicvis, 
fights of elephants, tec, on the fpacc before the palace. 

^ An apartment fo called, from the walls bdng lined or inlaid with agate. 
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wliich no one knew the caiife, and the common people began to 
break open and plunder the .houfes of the Turks and Moguls. At 
lengtli tlie moon rofe, when friends and enemies could be dillinguilh- 
cd. The lervants of tlic palace, who had admitted the conlpirators, 
now turned againfl: them, from a fliew of loyalty, and fet fire to the 
'‘fixaw roofs, under which numbers had been concealed, putting 
them to the fword as they ran out. It now became known, that 
about three liundrcd were waiting together in an apartment, for an 
opportunity to rufir out, and, by refblute charges, force their way 
tlirough die gate at dawn of day. Sultan Jehangeer Khan Turk, 
upon this, took charge of die gates, aiid difpatched Klian Jehaun to 
guard the city and markets. The horfes from the royal Hables were 
taken out, and divided among the fultan’s friends. At funrife fultan 
■Mhamood afeended the throne, and ordered the Moguls to enter the 
houfes of the treacherous Dekkanees and Abyffinians, to flay^all with- 
out diftinddon, and feize their effed:s for the royal ufe. For three 
days fucceflively, the flames of flaughter and devaftation raged in the 
city, no one daring to intercede with die fultan for pardon ; till, at 
length, one of die fons of Shaw Mohib Oolla requefied that the 
maflacre might be flopped, and was fuccefsful in his application. 

Mhamood Shaw, to celebrate Iiis efcape from this danger^ held a 
magnificent fefldval of forty days, and went in folemn procellion 
through the city, the flreets of which were ' adorned on the occafion. 
As. he regarded the royal tower as aulpicious, he eredled upon it a 
fplendid pavilion, in which, when finiflied, lie Ipent moli of his time 
in a continued round of voluptuous amufements. To the affairs of 
government he paid no attention ; leaving them entirely to the direc- 

A a 2 ' tion 

- » Probably of temporary ereftions in the outer fquares, for the accommodation of 
guards and other attendants. The moft fuperb buildings in India are disfigured con- 
fiantly by thefe huts. 

^ A venerated religious, , , ^ 

« It is common in India, on the publick entrance of a prince, to ornament the Ihops 
and houfes, by hanging out lilks, &c, &c: 
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tion of his favourites. Muficians and dancers flocked to his court 
from Lahore, Dhely, Perfia, and Khoraflah ; as alfo * flory tellers, 
^ reciters of the Shaw Naiilmeh, and all other minifters of pleafure. 
.The people, copying the example of the prince, Ihidied nothing 
but diffipation ; reverend fages pawned their decent robes at the wine 
cellars, and holy teachers, quitting their cells, retired to the taverns, 
,and prefided over the cafk. The governors of provinces, feeing the 
'court thus employed, aiSed independantly ; fo that the royal officers 
only who joined their views were allowed to hold their polls, and 
thofe who refufed to wink at their encroachments, were expelled with 
difgrace. ' In a fhort time, except the province of Telingana and the 
diftridls ’adjacent to Ahmedabad, no parts of the kingdom properly 
remained in pofTeffion of the fultan. The terruffdars, however, ex- 
except Mallek Ahmed Beheree, openly acknowledged the royal 
authority j but their fubmiflion was only fhewn in this point ; If the 
fultan, at the defire of his miniller Cafim Bereed, took the field, and 
they faw advantage to themfelves in the expediton, they accompanied 
the "royal flandard, but with a force and fplendour, before which 
the fultan’s funk to wretchednefs of appearance j and upon a return, 
they, quitted him on the route for their feveral countries, ^vithout 
even the ceremony of afking leave. That they might not undergo 
the mortification of Handing in the royal prefence, or performing the 
cuflomary obeifance to the fultan, they evaded vifiting the court.' 
‘ Mallek Ahmed Beheree never accompanied the royal flandard at all, 
hut affumed independance ; founded the city of ' Ahmednuggurj 

- and 

• They generally attend when their employer goes to repofe, and repeat fometiraes 
portions of hiftory, but commonly talcs, fimilar to thofe of the Arabian nights. 

^ Thefe have by heart the poems of Ferdofi, author of the Shaw Nammch, or 
hiftory of ancient Perfia, and the works of other poets. 1 apprehend, they may be 
compared to our minflrels. 

• The above is a pi£lurc flrongly refembling the fiatc of the prefent empire of 
Hindooibn. 

• Governor of a province now called Dowlutabad. 

• Now in the hands of the Nizam, 
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and taking upon himfelf the honours of majefLy, tent artibaffadors to 
“Eufuff Adil Khan and ^ Fatteh Oolla Ummad alMoolk, to prevail 
upon them to copy Jiis example, and read the khootbah in their 
owii name. - It was accordingly refolvcd by all three; to avow their 
claims to royalty.' 

Cafim Bereed, who had obtained, or rather chofen for his eftab-* 
lifliment, tlie terruffdarec of Ahmcdabad and its vicinity, wifhed 
that the forts of his government fliould be garrifoned by his own 
dependants, but was denied pofTeffion by feveral governors. As he 
regarded their refufal as proceeding from the private orders of the. 
fultan, he alfo threw off his allegiance, and endeavoured to reduce 
them by force. He twice defeated the royal army, and was near 
driving the fultan from his capital, when Dillawer Khan Hubfhee, 
who had taken flielter at Boorahanpore from the refentment of 
Nizam al Moolk, haftened with an army to his fovereign's^ reliefo 
Cafim Bereed. was defeated, and fled towards Golconda, and Dil« 
iawer Khan purfued him clofely, hoping to take him prifoner, when 
providence decreed a change of fortune. In the heat of purfuit, near 
Kolaufs, a vicious elephant of Dillawer Khan’s refufed the guidance 
of his driver, and ran back upon his own army, trampling many 
perfons to death, which occafioned much confuflon. Dillawer 
Khan, taking a fpear in liis hand, with fome of his attendants, 

attempted 

a Governor of the province of Beejapore. 

** Governor of Berar, now iliared by the Nizam and Mharattas, 

^ ' From this period, the fovereignty of the houfe of Bhamenee became almofl 
nominal ; the minifters of the territory ftill left to it ufurping the real authority. This 
has in fa< 3 : been alfo the cafe in the modern empire of Hindooftan, fince the year 1712, 
■•when Jebaundar Shaw, grandfon of Aurungzebe,- afeended the throne. The ruin of 
the empire and defolation of India has been falfely imputed to the Englifh fervants, 
either becaufe their idle countrymen at home envied the fuccefs of their adlive brethren, 
or from ignorance of Indian hiftory. When" we have loft (and not till then) our 
eaftern pofleflions, the calumnies of felf-interefted orators will be refuted by the cool 
judgment of the unbiafled hiftorian. 
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attempted to turn him, but in vain. The elephant rufliing on, the 
foldiers fled, and Dillawer IChan was feized by the fiirious animal 
with his trunk, and cruflied to death. Cafim Bereed foon hearing 
of this event, turned back upon the yet vidtorious army, who fled,' 
dilpirited by the lofs of their chief and all the baggage and efiedls 
fell into his hands ; after which he carried his rebellion flail farther 
with impunity. ''As the fultan could not refill: his power, he ad- 
mitted him into the capital j a leeming reconciliation took place, and 
tile minifter, ifeated fecurely on the mufnud of adminiftration, left 
nothing but a nominal royalty to Mhamood Shaw. The hiftorians 
of the Bereed dynafty reckon the eftablilhment of it from this 
period. i ■ < ' , 

' 1 

Cafim Bereed wrote to the roy of Beejanuggur, that EufufF Adil 
Khan, having rebelled againft the fultan, had afliimed royal honours, 
and if he would invade his country, he fliould be rewarded by the 
reftoration of the forts of Mudkul and Roijore. The roy being a 
chad, his minifter Ramraaje fent a powerful army againft Add 
Khan, and having committed great devaftation, obtained pofleffion 
of the promifed forts. EufufF Adil Khan, at length, having efiedled 
a p"ca'ce with Ramraaje, marched /to take revenge on Cafim Bereed, 
who being much alarmed, applied for afliftance to Mallek Ahmed 
Nizam al Moolk j offering, when his enemy Ihould be expelled, to 
alfift him with the royal influence to obtain pofleflion of Goa, 
Kokun, Punnalleh, and Mangalore, from the hands of Bahadur 
Geelanee, and to leave them entirely at his diipofal. Mallek Ahmed, 
approving the conditions, marched in great force to Ahmedabad, apd 
Cafim Bereed being thus ftrengthened, moved with the fultan, whofe 
inclinations he never confulted, againft the enemy. A fevere engage- 
ment enfued, in which the minifter and fultan were defeated. Mal- 
lek Alimed and Adil Khan, who had prcvioufly fettled their dilputes 
privately, without attacking each other, retired to their own coun- 
tries. 


In 
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' ' Tn i tHe ' yea^ 899, fultaiv Mhamopd Guzaf atee fent an ambaffador A. D. 
to die fuitan, repfefenting, that Bahadur'Geelanee>, who Gornmanded 
on the fea coaft oF Malabar, had feized many rich ihips belonging to ‘ 

; the Guzarat merchants j and, not ^Hopping at fuch excelTes, had fent 
his flave Yaeoot Hublhee, with twenty fliips of war,, to Maheem, 
which he had laid Wafte, without mercy ; imprifoning the people, and 
biirnirig mofques and other buildings, intending next to proceed againft 
Surat; that an army from Guzarat could not march into the country 
of the rebel Bahadur, without foine injury to Dekkan ; and to convey 
a fufficient force by fea was impoffible ; therefore it was incumbent 
on the fultan- to punifli the exceffes of the rebeb; but Ihould he find 
himfelf unequal to the talk; if he would acquaint his friend, fuch 
meafures fhould be taken in Guzarat as would prove elfeitual. ■ 

■ Mhamood Shaw, roufed by this 'meffa march to 

reduce Bahadur Khan, ^d applied for fupport from his vaflals ; who, 
as . they feared, the fefentnient' of the king of GiiZafat/ ' and hoped to 
-{hare -in the* plunder of the 'rebel,' Complied %ith his orders . Adil 
Khan fent -Kis 'general’ Kummaul Khan> with fivej^thoufand horfe to 
the royal flandard. Mallek Ahmed Beheree fupplied the fame num- 
ber. under Muttubba Khan, and Ummad al Mqolk alfo furnifhed fome 
troops under the command of one of his chief officers. 


' " Mhamood Shaw 'difpatched fird • a finnaun to Bahadur Geelariee, 
informing him of the complaints of his;ally the king of Giizarat; and 
demanding reflitution of the places, fliips, effedts, and Captives he 
had feized from that date. Bahadur, hearing that a confidential fer- 
, yant had been difpatched with a firmaun, gave orders for his being 
-detained on the road in the town of Mirch, and fpoke infultingly of 
' the ifoyal authority and the fultan’s perfdn ; upon which Mhamood 
Shaw imniediately began his march, and pufhed on without delay. 
Upon his arrival before the fortrefs of Jamcondah, he ordered Koottub 
al Moolk, terruffdar of Telingana, to befiege it ; but that general 

■ . ' - being 
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being killed by an arrow from the walls; as he was reconnoitring, the 
fultan conferred his office and titles on Sultan Koollee, withJChongeer, 
Terkee, and other diftriils of Tehhgana, in,jaghire, tofupporthis 
dignity. Jamcondah being taken, and delivered over to the troops 
of Eufuff Adil Khan, the fultan moved to Mangalore, where Baha- 
dur had fixed his refidence j but before the royal army could arrive 
he deferted the place, which was taken from his garrifon in three 
days, the works not being completely finiffied. Sultan Mhamood, 
by the advice of Bereed, moved next againft. Mirch; and the troops 
of Bahadur met him in the field, but were defeated with great Slaugh- 
ter. The furvivors retired into the fortrefs. After a long fiege, the; 
governor feeing no hopes of relief, begged quarter, which was grant- 
ed by the approbation of Bereed? who received twenty five horfes 
belonging to Bahadur, and afliirances were given to his followers 
that fuch as chofe to enter into his fefvice ffiould be entertained,- and 
the reft allowed to depart, but without either their horfes or arms. 
All the Moguls replied, that after furrendering the fort, without horles 
or arms they could not approach their chief, and would rather be 
put to death. The fultan, admiring their fortitude and fidelity, 
gave them up their horfes and arms, with permiffion to join Bahadur 
unmolefted. , 

The fultan, on the fill of Mirch, marched towards Baloeh j and 
in the interim Bahadur, liftening to the advice of his friends, fent 
Khajeh Neamut Oolla Geelanee to make offers of fubmiffion for him 
to the fultan. The fultan, by the approbation ofCafim Bereed, agreed 
to pardon Bahadur, alfb to reftorc Ibme of the conquered places, and 
confirm him in his remaining poffeffions, if he would come to the ' 
prefence, and give a fum of money, with two elephants for the royal 
ufe. Neamut Oolla wrote him of the fuccefs of his erabafly, and 
advifed his repairing to the royal camp without delay. 


Bahadur, 
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Bahadur, oi! the receipt of his agent’s letter, thinking that the 
fultan’s generohty proceeded from weaknefs, was again filled with 
-pride ; and fliarpening the tooth of avidity on the royal baggage, 
vaunted infolently, that he intended that year to have the khootbah 
read in his own name at the capital of Ahmedabad, and, in the next, 
in Guzarat. Mhamood Shaw, enraged at this infolence, marched 
from Baloeh to Kulher, which he took ; and followed his fuccefs with 
fuch rapidity, that Bahadur’s affairs declined daily ; and at length he 
fled to the fortrefs of Punnalleh, the ftrongefl: in his pofleflion. The 
fultan, not wifliing to fit down before it, went to Kolapore, intend- 
ing to proceed from thence to Dabul, and amufe hinifelf on the fea ; 
upon which Bahadur quitted Punnalleh, wdtla defign of lying in am- 
bufh for the fultan on his route j but in the end, not having courage 
to execute Iiis plan, fled, and numbers of his pepple leaving him, - 
fome joined tlie fultan, and others went to Adil Khan, v Mhamood 
Shaw, by tlie advice of Bereed, fent Khajeh Jehaun, governor of the 
fort of Porundeh, to prevent Bahadur’s re-entering Punnalleh ; and 
on his arrival at Kolapore, as the rainy feafon had fet in, refolved to 
halt for fome time. 

Bahadur now became humble, and again fent Khajeh Neammut 
Oolla and Mujd ad Dien with petitions to the fultan, declaring, if a 
promife of pardon fhould be lent him under the royal hand-writing 
and the feals of Cafim Bereed and the principal chiefs, he would 
tome to the prefence, and during. the remainder of his life never de- 
part from the path of loyalty. The fultan complied with his requefl : ; 
and, to calm the fears of the rebel, difpatched fome refpe(ftable per- 
,fons to conduct him to court. On their arrival at Bahadur’s camp, 
his ill fortune would not allow him to fubmit, arid he flarted new 
difficulties j upon which the fultan called IGiajeh Jehaun from the 
flege of Punnalleh, and fent him, with other amras, againfi; him. 
Bahadur advanced to meet the I'oyalifts, with two thoufand horfe 
and fifteen thoufand foot. A fevere adtion enfued, and Bahadur 
; ' B b 'being 



FEEISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 

being killed by an arrow, his troops fled; Khajeh Jehaun cut off 
the rebel’s head, and marched to the royal camp, where the fulten 
honoured him with a luit of his own robes, elephants, and horfes. 

Two or three days after the viflory, the fultan went to view the 
fortrefs of PunnaUeh, and dilpatched Mallek Ein al Moolk Cananee 
to Goa, to con&le Mallek Saieed, and bring him to therprefence. By 
the approbation of Bereed, Bahadur’s jaghire was conferred on the 
former j and- the fultan, with a few of his principal nobility, having 
gone to Dabul and failed for his amufement along the coaft, returned 
towards his capital. On the route he Ipent fome time at Kallabaug; 
near Beejapore j and, on his arrival at Ahmedabad, difpatched ara- 
bafladors with rich-prefents to' fultan- Mhamood of Guzarat, as alio 
Kummaul Khan, Suffder Khan, and all the prifoners taken by the 
rebel Bahadur, with the twenty Ihips and cargoes that he had feizedt 

Ih the year got, Sultan Koolli Koottub al Moolk Hammiadanee; 
wasappointed terruffdar of Telingana, and Golconda and Warunkull 
with their dependancies, added to bis jaghire. Dulloor Deenar was 
conllituted governor of Saugher and AhlTunabad Koolburga. The 
fiiltan being perfuaded that the munfubdars llationed- with the great 
amras llrengthened their power, withdrew alli who were wilh 
Ouftbor Deenar, and ordered them to- remaini oni duty; at court. 
Duftoor Deenar, difgufted at the removal of the munfubdars, in'con>- 
jundlion with Yezeez al Moolk Dekkanee, raifed' a- rebellion j and 
having coUeaed' between feven and- eight thoufand Abyflinians and 
Dekkanees, feized the country near Koolburga. Mhamood-Shaw, By 
advice of Calim Bereed, demanded the allillance of Eufuff Adil Khan, 
who joined him with an army. An engagement happened near the 
town of Mhundree, in which the rebels were' defeated] and Duftoor 
Deenar taken prifoner. The fultan would have put him to death, 
but was prevailed upon, at the interceflion of A'dil Khan; notonly 
to pardon, but reinftate him in his governments. As Ibme of the ' 

rebels 
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rebels bad itaken fbelter iii the fort of Saugber, the fultan laid fiege 
, to dt;, andionits redudion, -gave it to a£i JChan^ after wHich he 
returned to liis oapital. ' 

In ;the year .902, Eufuff Bekkanee, Yeghmlh Khan, Mirza 
Shiimfe ad Dien, and otliers who had the fultan's confidence, entered 
into .a plot witlifome of the TurkiJfh officers to deftroy Cafim Bereed ; 
but he, gaining intelligence of their defigns, put them to death, with 
all their .abettors. The fultan was enraged at this preemption, 
'would not admit him into his prefence, and became his ownminifter. 
At length, by tlie mediation of .Shaw Mohib OoUa, he was witli 
much difficulty prevailed upon to forgive and receive him again into 
jfayour.5 .after which he relapfed into his ufual indolence and 'de- 
baucheries. 

In -903, the 'fultan alked the infant daughter of Adil Khan in 
marriage for his fon fultan Ahmed, then fourteen years of age. 
After much negotiation, it was fettled' that the nuptial ceremonies 
fhould be performed at Koolburga. Accordingly, the fultan repaired 
to that city, where Adil Khan entertained him with great Iplendour. 
.The knot of marriage was tied by Abd al Summie Cauzee of the 
royal camp, and it was agreed that the bride fhould be delivered to 
the prince as foon.as fhe fhould reach the age of ten years. The 
feflival was flill celebrating, when Buftoor Deenar and Adil Khan 
quarrelled about the government of Koolburga, but the fultan would 
not interfere in the difpute. ' Buftoor Deenar retired to Porundeh, 
and contention grew' high between Add Khan and Cafim Bereed, 
who oppofed his pretenfions. Koottub al Moolk fiding with the 
former, Bereed was alarmed, and retired with his eldefiiTon and his 
followers to Allind^ upon which Adil Khan, leaving the feftival un- 
^ concluded, took the fultan with him, and together witli Koottub al 
Moolk, Mallek EUias, and Ein al Moolk, marched againfl Bereed, 

‘ 1 . B b 2 ' who. 
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who, feeing defeated in an aftion, fled to Porundeh. By this fuccefs, 
the power of Adil Khan became fo raifed, that tlie fultan, in his pre- 
fence, did not afcend his throne. All the allies having by his 
influence obtained their demands, retired to their diftrifts, Cafim 
Bereed then venturing to return to court, obtained the vaqualut as 
before j but condudled himfelf fo haughtily to his unfortunate fove- 
reign, that he could not even fatisfy his third: without permiflion. 

In 904, Adil Khan led an army againll: Duftoor Deenar, who 
fled from Koolburga, and by advice of Cafim Bereed took proteftion 
with Mallek Aluned at Ahmednuggur. That ameer furnifhed him 
with auxiliaries j upon which Add Khan, unable to oppofe, came 
to Ahmedabad, and the fultan defired Mallek Ahmed to defill firom 
war, which he did ; only fending a petition to the fultan, reprefent- 
ing that Duftoor Deenar was an old fervant of the throne, whom 
Adil Khan was eager to deftroy, fo that if his majefly would com- 
mand him to quit his unjuft: perfccution, it would be worthy of the 
royal generofity and care of his fubjedts. 

In the year 910, Cafim Bereed dying, his fon Ameer Bereed fuc- 
ceeded him in office ; and, afliiming ftill greater power, deprived 
Mhamood Shaw of what little authority had been left him by his 
father. This year, Adil Khan having put Duftoor Deenar to death, 
poflefled himfelf of Koolburga and all his country. He read the 
khootbah in Beejapore, agreeably to the forms of the Iheiah fedtj 
which, having never been done before in any part of Hindooftan, 
turned the minds of all the Dekkanees againft: him. Sultan Mha- 
mood, at the defire of Ameer Bereed, wrote to Koottub al Moolk, 
Ummad al Moolk and Khodawund Khan, that Add Khan, hav- 
ing thrown off all allegiance, had not only exalted the enfigns of 
rebellion, but introduced the cuftoms of heretics in the countries of 
Ifiaam , Ib that it was neceflary they fliould repair to the royal 

ftandard 
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ilandard witli their armies, in order to expel him. In the margin of 
each firmaun the fultan wrote the following, verfe ; « He is grown fo 

• vain; in the pride of his riches, that tlie fun, to his eyes, appears 

^ but. an atom.” , : ’ . . 

. . . ^ • ; y ' f . 

. Koottub al Moolk, with the amras of Telingana, repaired to 
court without delay ; but Ummad'al Moolk and .Khodawund Khan 
made excufes: upon which. Ameer Bereed applied for fuccours to 
'Mallek Ahmed Beheree,- who, with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee and a 
great army, came to Ahmedabad, and joined the fultan. Adil Khan, 
thinking it vain to oppofe fo powerful a league in the field, having 
committed Koolburga and AUind to the charge of Direa Khan and 
,Fukhir al Moolk Turk, and fent his fon Ifmaeel, then an infant at the 
breafii with his women and treafures, to Beejapore under the care of 
Kummaul Khan Dekkanee,* went, attended by five thoutand, choten 
jJiorfe, into Berar; Sultan Mhamood. and the allies purfued him with 
igreat expedition. Upon Adil Khan's arrival at the camp of Ummad 
-al Moolk, that ameer refufed to protedt him, as it would be difie- 
'.fpedtful to oppofe the fultan in perfon ; upon which he retired to 
:;Boorahanpore. ■ , 

n: .Ummad al Moolk. now hinted privately to Mallek Ahmed, tliat 

• Ameer Bereed wifiied the ruin of Adil Khan, merely to pofiefs hini- 
ifelf . of Beejapore; which if he ihould effedl, and keep- the fultan in 
. his hands, he would then rneditate the deftrudtion of others ;; that, 

: therefore, he had better retire to his own country, and; leave him to 
■ watch the mihifter. . Mallek Ahmed and Koottub al Moolk, approv- 
ing this advice, fuddenly marched homewards,, without taking leave . 
of the fultan ; and the next morning Ummad al Moolk fent petitions 
to court in favour of Adil Khan, begging the fultan to pardon his 

rcrimes, and return to the capitaL 


-The' 
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The fultan, at the inftigation of Ameer Bereed, refiifed to <xim- 
ply5 upon which Add Khan, hearing of the retreat of the two 
powerful aroras, returned to Ummad al Moolk, and, inconjunftion 
with him, moved to attack the royal camp ; which Ameer Bereed 
thinking himfelf unable to defend, left Handing, and fled with the 
fultan to Ahmedabad. Add IChan and Ummad al Moolk, having 
divided the plunder of the camp, returned to their feveral capitals. 

♦ ^ 
In the year ^1 6, Add IChan being dead. Ameer Bereed marched to 
reduce Beejapore ; but all his attempts proved vain, and the family on 
that throne encreafed dady in power. In the year 918, JCoottub al 
Moolk, afliiming royal independance, cailthe fultan’sname out of the 
khootbah. He condnued however to fend fultan Mhamood, privately, 
every year a prefent in money. In 920, Ameer Bereed levied a great 
army with the royal treafures, and marching with the fultan, took 
Koolburga from the garrifon of Ifinaeel Add Khan, and gave it to 
Jehangeer Khan, fon of Mallek Deenar, for whom he procured the 
title of Duftoor al Moolk. This chief having coUedted troops, took 
all the forts on one tide of the Beemra, from Baugher to Nuldirruk ; 
and Ameer Bereed, receiving reinforcements from Nizam al Moolk 
and Koottub al Moolk, eroded the Yiver with twenty thou&nd men, 
and proceeded by regular marches to Beejapore. Ifmaeel Add Khan 
gave him battle near the city, and totally defeated him, fo that he fled 
in the greatefl: confufion j and Mhamood, who had ftUen horn his 
horfe and received a fevere bruife, with his fon fultan Ahmed, was left 
defencelefs on the field. Ifmaeel Add Khan obferving the refpedl 
due to princes, treated the fiiltan with attention, providing him with 
ad conveniences becoming his high rank. 

Mhamood Shaw fliortly after went with Ifmaeel Add Khan to 
Koolburga, where the ceremony of the nuptials between Sultan 
Ahmed and Bibi Suttee, lifter to Ifinaeel Add Khan, was celebrated 

with 
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• great pomp and magnificence. The. ful'tan having obtlairied^ five , 
-thoiifandi Mogul Iiorfe to aflifii himy marched to ‘Ahmedahad, which ' 
Ameer Bereed evacuated' on his -approach,' and retired to the fort of 
Gufeli', Mliamood. Shaw now took pofieffion of his capita] ;■ But 
foon afterj the officer^ of Ifmacels AdiBKhan,- Om hearing; that Ameer 
Bereed had received aids from Boorahan al Moolk defeated the fiiltau, 
and the minifter returning, put him under greater reftraint than before. 
Tired of his fituation, the unfortunate Mhamood.Shaw found means 
to make his efcape to Kaweel in Berar, and beg afiiftance of Ummad 
ad Dien, who marched with him towards the capital. Ameer Bereed, 
fliutting liimfelf up in tlie citadel, applied for relief to Nizam aL 
Moolk, who difpatched Khajeh Jehaun to join him with a confider- 
able force, and he entered the citadel. - 

Ameer Bereed and his ally now fallied forth againft the fultan 
and Ummad al Moolk, who prepared to Receive them, and drew up ^ 
their troops for adtion. It happened that the fultan was bathing, and 
the melfenger fent by Ummad al Moolk to inform him of the 
enemy’s approach, infolently obferved, that it was ho wonder, a 
prince who could be fo employed at fueh a critical time, Ihould be the 
fport of his nobles. The fultan, flung with the remark, and en- 
raged at what he thought the infolence of Ummad al Moolk, 
joined the line as foon as poflible j but fuddenly fpurring his horfe, 
galloped over to Ameer Bereed’s army. Ummad al Moolk imr 
mediately retreated with precipitation towards his own country,' and 
the minifter returned triumphantly into the city with the fultan. 

Ameer Bereed now put the fultan in fuch'clofe confinement, 
that he could not poffibly efcape again. Mhamood, wearied 
with difappointments, old, and weak in hiind, gave up the ftruggle 
for authority, and contented himfelf with the pleafures of wine, 
women, and\ the external pageantry of royalty. In the year 923, 

‘ Ameer 
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Ameer Bereed found it neceflkiy to march with him to Mahore 
againft Buflieer Khanj who, with his fon, was ilain in battle, 
and the fultan gave the place to Ghalib Khan, after which he 
returned to his capital, where he died on the fourth of Zeekidge, 
after a reign of thirty feven years and twenty days of conftant 
viciffitude and trouble. 




I I 

I i 

' ■ SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

AHMED SHAW BHAMENEE. 


Ameer Bcreed, as he Iiad but a fmall territory in his pofleflion^ 
and dreading^ fliould he aflume open independance, tliat the fur- 
rounding powers would attack him> placed fultan Ahmed, fon of 
Mliamood Shaw, upon the tlironc, leaving him the palace, with 
the ufe of die royal jewels, and a daily allowance of money for his 
fupport which not being equal to his expenfes, the fultan privately 
fold feveraL valuable jewels. The miniAer having information of 
this, put many muficians and others to death, for being concerned in 
the falej but he never could recover die jewels, as die purchafers 
had fled with diem to Beejapore. Sultan Ahmed fent agents pri- 
vately to Ifmaeel Adil Klian, complaining of the ill ufage of Bereed ; 
and Adil Khan difpatched ambafladors with prefents to court ; but, 
before their arrival, fultan Ahmed died, two years after his acceflion 
to the throne, in the year 927. 


A.D. 15 

r 


SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

ALLA AD DIEN 3« BHAMENEE. 


Ameer Bereed kept the throne ■ vacant near fourteen days after 
the death of Ahmed Shaw, and then feated upon it fultan Alla ad 
Dien. This prince, warned by the fatal confequences of the de- 
baucheries of his predeceflbrs, refrained from pleafure, and turned 
his thoughts to humble Bereed, whom he conciliated fo much, as to 
throw him in the' end off his guard. He. then privately placed near 
his apartments a band of armed men, refolved to take the minifter 
prifoner, when he 'fhould repair to vilit liim at the following new 
moon.' Bereed, agreeably to cuftom, came \vith his fons to coiigra- 
tulate the fultan; but juft as he had reached the apartment, one of 
the concealed perfons happeiung to fneeze, ‘ he was alarmed, and 
turning back, fent in guards to examine the avenues. The plot was 
difcovered, and all who were concerned in it put to death except the 
fultan, whom he confined ftriilly, and feated another prince on the 
throne, by the title of fultan WuUee Oolla, whom after two years he 
depofed, and put to death, having conceived a paffion for his queen, 
whom he forced to fubmit to his defires. 


SULTAN 
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KULLEEM OOLLA. BHAMENEEe 




bULTAN Kulleein enjoyed nothmg but the name of fovereign, and 
lever was allowed to leave, the palace. In the year 933 the 
emperor Baber conquered Dhely^ upon ivhich, Ifmaeel Adil ShaWi, 
Boorahan Nizam Shaw, and Koottub Shaw, fent ambaffadors tb 
his court. Sultan Kuileem Oolla difpatched one of his companions 
in difguife with ai petition to the emperor, fetting forth, that :his 
Kingdom had been ufurped and his perfon confined by rebellious 
fervantsj alfo oiferingj if the Mogul would relieve him. from his 
diftrefs, to cede to him Dowlutabad and the province of Berar,' . 
As Baber was yet unconfirmed in his conquefts, and the fultans of 
Malwa and Guzarat were his enemies, he did not attend to the 
requeftj of which Ameer Bereed coming to the knowledge, treated 
him with great rigour. The fultan made his efcape to his uncle 
IfmaeJ Adil Khan, who received him honourably, in hopes of 
ufing his name to his. own advantage j but not fatisfied, he fled to 
Boorahan Nizam al Moolk. That prince at firft behaved to him 
refpe£tfuiiy, even fubmitting to fland in his prefence ^ but being 
told, that fuch honiage was acknowledging a defedt in his own title 
to royalty, he difcontinued it. Sultan Kuileem died fliortly after at 
- ' . C c 2 " Ahmed- 
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Ahmednuggur, and with him ended the dynafly of Bhamenee. 
Dekkan was in fadt, before this event, divided into five kingdoms ; 
Adil Shawee, orBeejaporej Koottub Shawee, or Golcondaj Um- 
maud Shawee, or Berar; Nizam Shawee, or Ahmednuggur; and 
Bereed Shawee, or Ahmedabad Bieder; the hiftory of which forms 
the fubjeft of the following pages. 


FINIS OF THE BHAMENEE DYNA.STY. 




ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

num of tlie Choca Ltagam fs said to be the worh of Pan ^ 
dian Kings , but the extenor buildings have chiefly been erected 
by the Naika of M idura, a Telmga race, whose dynasty com- 
menced about the year 1539, and the Choultry in particular, 
to which this Tnmoortce belongs, is asenbed to Tnmul Naik, 
a f mous Lord of that race , which reduces tlie age of this dgure 
coasiderubly withio SOO^yeirs. 



PART II. 

HISTORY 

OF 

I 

THE BEEJAPORE, AHMEdNUGGUR, 

AND 


GOLCONDA SOVEREIGNTIES. 
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SULTAN 

EUSUFF ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE. 

V . ' ■ • • 


AbOU al Muzzuffir Eufuff Adil Shaw, the founder of the Adil 
Sha'w^ee.dynafty, was a foh of .one of the ertiperors of Turky, of the 
Othoniaun family. His father, .fultan Morad, dying in 854, was a. D. 
fucceeded by his eldeft fon, fultan Mahummud, 3 upon wkofe ac- 
:effion the officers of ftate advifed, that as in the beginning of the 
[ate reign a, perfon had called himfelf Muilapha, fon of ^>®lderrum 
Bayazeed, and bccaiioned great infurredtions in the empire 1 in future, 

Dnly one prince of the family ffiould be fuffiered to live- Sultan 
Mahummud, adenting to the propofal, gave orders for his brother 
fultan Eufuff to be put to death 5 and the executioners came to de- 
mand him from' his mother, that, having ffrangled him, the body 
might be expofed' for publick information. The fultana entreated 
them to fpare the innocent child j or, if the policy of flate demand- 
ed fo fevere a facrifice, to indulge her with deferring it a day, that 
fhe might'prepare her mind to take a laft leave. The miniffers con- 
feiited to tbe delay, and the improved it to fave the life of her fon. 

She fent for Kbajeh Ummad ad Dien; a merchant, who had con- 
ftantly fupplied her houfehold with the produdls of Perlia, and 
enquired how many male flaves he had for fale. He replied, five 
Georgians and two Circaffiaiis 5 one of the latter of whom ffie chofe, 

■ ' . ■ , as 

* The celebrated Bajazeti^ ' 
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as he bore the ftrongeft fefemblance to the prince. She then com- 
mitted fukan EufufF to the merchant’s care, with a large fum of 
money, entreating him to hallen with him to a place of fecurity out 
of the Turkkh dominions. The Khajeh, moved by her tears and 
gratitude for former favours, accepted the commiffion j and began 
his journey, with the infant prince, the fame night. The next 
morning,, the minifters came to the door of her apartments to de- 
mand her fon, when Ihe admitted one, on whom flie could depend; 
and informing him of the deception, bound him to favour it by large 
gifts. The Circaflian have was ftrangled, and brought out, wrapped 
in a fliroud, by the minifter, whofe integrity not being fufpefted, the 
body was buried without examination. . 

Khajeh Ummad ad Dien arrived with the young prince at * Arde- 
beel.^nd made rich offerings, enrolling Eufuff among the difciples of 
the venerable ‘ Ihekh Suffi ; after which he carried him to the city of , 
Saweh ; and, as he was feven years of age, explained to himthe ne- 
ceffity of keeping his illuftrious birth a fecret, and put him to fchool 
witli his own children. The next year, the fultana fent a perfon to 
Saweh to enquire after the fafety of her child ; and the meffenger, 
after a ftay of nine months, departed ; but was taken fo ill at Alexan- 
dria, that he remained theie ayeas andhaif; after which he returned 
to the fultana, and prefented a letter, written by Eufuff .himfelf, 
with flattering atcounts of his progrefs in the acquirement of every 
accomplifliment. The princefs bellowed great charities, in gratitude, 
for the prefervation of her fon ; and Ihortly after fent his nurfe with 
her fon Ghuzzunfir Beg, and her daughter Dil-lhaad Aga, alfo her 
former meffenger, and a large fum of money for the ufe of the 
prince, to Saweh. Here he continued till his lixteenth year, when 
he took the refolution of going to tty his fortune in Hindooflan ; and 

accordingly, 

» A town in Perfia. 

* Founder of the Suffee royal family; and hettce the emperors have been called in 
Europe, fophis of Pcrfia, 
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accordingly, having taken fliipping at ^Jerroon, arrived without 
accident at '’Dabul; in the year 864. From thence- he proceeded, A.-D,24 
under protedion of Khajeh Mhamood Kohjukkanee, to Ahmedabad 
Bieder, and was recommended by him to Khajeh Ummad ad Dien 
Mliamood, who introduced him as -one of his Turkifh flaves into the 
royal houfehold, as the bed; method of acquiring fpeedy promotion. 

After two or three months Khajeh Jehaun, by the approbation 
of the queen mother, committed Eufuff to the protection of Yezeez 
‘Khan, mafter of the horfe ; who finding him accompliflied. for the 
talk, and being old'and infirm himfelf, committed to. him the whole 
conduct of his employment ; which gave EufufF frequent opportu- 
nities of going into the prefeiice^of Mahummud Shaw, and acquiring 
his notice. On the death of Yezeez Khan, Ke, at the recommend- 
ation of Khajeh Jehaun, fucceeded to the office ; but, not agreeing 
with the branlin who fuperintended the accounts, refigned his poft, 
and attached himfelf to Nizam al-Moolk Turk, one of the ‘chief 
nobles; whofe friendfiiip he acquired to fuch a 'degree, that he 
honoured him with the appellation of brother. 

When Nizam al Moblk was appointed governor of Berar,. he 
procured for his friend from the fultan the title of Adil Khan, with 
the rank .of five hundred,' and took him with him. Nizam ai - 
Moolk being killed at Kurleh, EufufF Adil Khan, leaving a firong ' 
garrifon in the fort, conducted fafely to court all the rich plunder of 
a very 'fuccefsful campaign, v/ith thirty elephants, which procured 
him the ful tan’s approbation ; and from that time the ftar of his 
fortune began to fhine with encreafing fplendour. 

D d- • When 


s A port in the gulph of Perfia, 

^ A port in Dekkan. 

' . Vide reign of Mahummud Shaw Bhamenee. 
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Whea fultan Mahummud Shaw left'this vain world, and dilTen- 
tions began to prevail in the kingdom, mpft of the foreign officers 
and foldiers attached themfelves to Eufuff Adil Khan ; who, feeing 
the minillers of fultan Mhamood bent on his dellrudtion, withdrew 
himfclf from Ahmedabad, with his family and followers, to his 
government of Beejapore. Refolving now to be the founder of a 
kingdom, he began to add to his territories by conqueft. 

When the eagle of profperlty had fpread the Ihade of his wings 
over his head, he, with the aflent of Mallek Ahmed Beheree, in the 
year 895, under authority that, * “ The fword is his whcecan ufe it, 
“ and dominion for him who conquers,” read the khootlSh of Bee- 
japore in his own name, and fpreah the umbrella of empire. All the 
Turks and foreigners acknowledged his title to royalty. He now 
conquered many of the forts from the governors of fultan Mhamood j 
and brought within the circle of his authority all the country from the 
river Beemrah to Beejapore, the inhabitants of which acknowledged 
his royalty; and he was alfo joined by many Dekkanee amras, who 
had formerly deferred him on his retiring from Ahmedabad, fo that 
great fplcndour began to reign in his court. 

The Ssmes of envy rifing in the hreafl of Csfim Bereed, who 
had entertained hopes of founding a kingdom for himfelf in Beeja- 
pore, he wrote to Heemraaje, the minifler of Beejanuggur, who 
had ufurped that fovereignty, leaving the roies only nominal power, 
that fultan Mhamood would cede to him the forts of Mudkul and 
_ Roijore, if he could wreft them from Add Khan ; and at the fame 
time to Bahadur Geelanee, who poflefled Goa and all Direabar, in 
the language of Dekkan called Kokun, tempting him to invade the 
country of the ufurper. 

■ - Heemraaje, 

*■ A verfe from the koraun. 
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' ; Heemraaje, with a great army, croiTed the river T'ummedra, ancl 
after laying waftc' the country, took Mudkul and Roij ore. without 
advancing farther V and Bahadur Geelanee reduced the fortrefs of 
Jamcondah. Adil Shaw’s power was too weak to rehft by force 
this double attack. He made peace with Heemraaje, and drove 
Bahadur Geelanee from his dominions ; but, without attempting to 
recover Jamcondah, led his army, compofed of eight thduiand 
Turks and foreigners, againft Calim Bereed, towards the capital of 
Ahmedabad Bieder , 

Bereed> in this exigence, applied for aid to jMallek Ahmedi 
Beheree, who joined him, with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee," gover-^ 
nor of Porundeh. The allies, with fiiltan Mhamood,- marched 
from the capital, and were met by Adil Shaw at^he diftahce only of 
ten miles. Direa Khan commanded the right wing, Fukhir al 
Moolk Turk the left, and Adil Shaw the center. Ghuzzunfir Begj 
his foder brotheri commanded a referved corps of a thoufandTurkilh 
archersl to affid wherever there might be occafion. Gafim Bereed 
fled with the fultan at the firfl: onfet ; upon which Adil Shaw and 
MaUek Ahmed difcontinuing tlie fight, entered into a treaty on the 
fieldi both retiring to their own dominions. This adribn however is 
diflerehtly related by an hiflorian, who fays, Mallek Ahmed was not 
in the field, but his general Khajeh Jehaun only; that Adil Shaw 
was defeated, arid retired to Beejapore, where he effected a peace, 
with all his enemies'; and fobn after,, learning that difleritions pre- 
vailed in Beejanuggur, marched againfl: Roijore.. 

Upon his arrival on the banks of the Kiftnah, being tempted by 
the beauty of the country, he amufed , himfelf for fome time in 
pleafure, arid excefl brought ori an. ague and fever, which confined 
him.tohis bed for two months; during which, his brother Ghuz- 
zurifir Beg diredled all publick affairs. In this interval, Heemraaje, 
having fettled his diffentions, advanced with the young toy at the, 

P d'2 . head 
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When fultan Mahummud Shaw left this vain world, and diifen- 
tions began to prevail in the kingdom, moil: of the foreign officers 
and foldiers attached themfelves to Eufuff Adil Khan ; who, feeing 
the minifters of fultan Mhamood bent on his deftrudlion, withdrew 
himfelf from Ahmedabad, with his family and followers, to his 
government of Beejapore. Relblving now to be the founder of a 
kingdom, he began to add to his territories by conqueft. 

When the eagle of profperity had Ipread the Ihade of his wings 
over his head, he, with the aflent of Mallek Ahmed Beheree, in the 
year 895, under authority that, * “ The fword is his whofcan ufe it, 
“ and dominion for him who conquers,” read the khoottiSh of Bee- 
japore in his own name, and fpreatl the umbrella of empire. All the 
Turks and foreigners acknowledged his title to royalty. He now 
conquered many of the forts from the governors of fultan Mhamood j 
and brought within the circle of his authority all the country from the 
river Beemrah to Beejapore, the inhabitants of which acknowledged 
his royalty; and he was alfo joined by many Dekkanee amras, who 
had formerly deferred him on his retiring from Ahmedabad, fo that 
great Iplendour began to reign in his court. 

The flames of envy rifing in the breaft of Cafim Bereed, who 
had entertained hopes of founding a kingdom for himfelf in Beeja- 
pore, he wrote to Hcemraaje, the minifter of Beejanuggur, who 
had ufurped that fovereignty, leaving the roies only nominal power, 
that fultan Mhamood would cede to him the forts of Mudkul and 
Roijore, if he could wreft them irom Adil Khan j and at the fame 
time to Bahadur Geelanee, who poflefled Goa and all Direabar, in 
the language of Dekkan called Kokun, tempting him to invade the 
countiy of the ufurper. 

Heemraaje, 

* A vcrfc from the koraun. 
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' , Heemraaje, with a great army, croffed the river Tunimedra, and - 
after laying wafte the country, took Mudkul and Rdijore. without 
advancing fartlier ; and Bahadur Geelanee reduced the fortrefs of 
Jamcondah. Adil Shaw’s power was too weak to refill by force 
this double attack. He made peace with Heemraaje, and drove 
Bahadur Geelanee from his dominions ; but, without attempting to 
recover Jamcondah, led his army, compofed of eight thoufand 
Turks and foreigners, againfi; Cafim Bereed, towards the capital of 
Ahihedabad Biederi ' , 

Bereed, in this exigence, applied for aid to Mallek Ahmedi 
Beheree, 'who joined hirh, with Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee," gover-., 
nor of Poruhdeh. The allies, with fiiltan Mhamood, marched 
from the capital, and were met by Adil Shaw at the diftance Only of 
ten miles. Direa Khan commanded the right wing, Fukhir a! 
Moolk Turk the left, and Adil Shaw the; center. Ghuzzunfif Begi 
his foller brothers commanded a referved corps of a thoufand Turkifh 
archersi to affift wherever there might be occafion. Gafim Bereed 
fled with the fultan at the firfl: onfet | upon which Adil Shaw and 
Mallek Ahmed dilcontinuing tlie fight, entered into a treaty on the 
field, both retiring to their own dominions. This adlion however is 
diiferently related by. an Hillorian, who fays, Mallek Ahmed was not 
in the field, but his general Khajeh Jehaun only; that Adil Shaw / 
was defeated, and retired to Beejapore, where he efiedled a peace, 
with all his enemies; and foon after,. learning that difiehtions pre- 
vailed in Beejanuggur, marched againfi: Roijore.. 

Upon his arrival on the banks of the Kiftnah,, being tempted by 
the beauty^ of the country, he amufed . himfelf for fome time in 
pleafure, and excefs brought on an. ague and fever, which confined 
him .to:his bed for two months ; during which, his brother Ohuz- 
zii'nfir Beg difedled all pubiick aifairs. In this interval, Heemraaje, 

, having fettled his difihntions, advanced with the young rdy at the. 

■ : , . \ d>2: head 
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head of a great army to Roijore, which ftruck terror into the army ' 
of Adil Shaw, for whofe recovery fervent prayers were offered up by 
his fubjedts. The arrow of entreaty reaching the mark of acceptance, 
weaknefs was changed to ftrength, and Adil Shaw , recovering, dif- 
tributed fixty thoufand rupees among holy men and fyeds^of Medina, 
Kerballa, and Nujiff. He alfo committed a confiderable fum to 
Khajeh AbdooUa Herdee, who had come with him to Hindooftan in 
the fame fhip, direfting him to go and build a mofque at Sawehi 
and to give the furplus of the money among the poor of that city. 

Intelligence arriving that Heemraaje had croffed the Tummedra, 
and was advancing by hafty marches, Eufuff Adil Shaw ordered a 
general review of his army, which was found to confift of eight 
thoufand * doafpeh and feafpeh horfe, alfo two hundred elephants, 
great and fmall. He, after the review, addreffed himfelf to Ghuz- 
zunfir Beg, Mirza Jehangeer, and Daood Khan Lodi, his favourite 
nobles, faying, that he had confident hopes of being able to beat 
the enemy with this force, and thought it advifeable to' advance 
towards them. His opinion being ajiproved, he moved immediately, 
and encamped at a little diftance from their army. Dividing the 
ground among his amras to the beft advantage, he threw up in- 
trenchments round his camp, to prevent furprize. Several days 
pafled inadlively, till on Saturday in Regib, 898, both armies 
drew out, and in the beginning of the adtion near five hundred of 
Add Shaw’s troops being llain, the reft were difordered and fell 
back, but were rallied again by the fultan. One of the officers, who 
had been taken prifoner and made his efcape, obferved, thatAe 
enemy were bufdy employed in plunder, and might be attacked 
with advantage. The fultan relilhed his advice, and proceeded; 
when Hedmraaje, not having time to colledl his whole army, drew 
out with fevcn tlioufand horfe and a confiderable number of foot, 
alfo three hundred elephants. Adil Shaw charged his center with 

fiich 


■ Doafpeh is a foldicr having two horfes, and feafpeh one having three. 
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jfucB' fuiyf unable to ftand tbe Iliock. ^dlory 
tvaved;thfe royal' and tbe infidels fledy leaving two hundred 
elephants, ; a thoufand horfes, '. nnd :* fi^ lacks of dons, with many 
jewels arid 'Valuable ejffedts, to the conquerors. Heernraaje and the 
young roy , fled to Beejariuggur j but the latter died on the road of a 
wound he had received by an arrow in; the adlion. Heernraaje feized 
the government of the country ,* bufforne of the principal nobility 
. oppofing; te dilTentions broke out ^ which gave Adii 

Shaw relief from war for fome time from that quar teri ^ ^ 

: ; Dufloor Khan relates, that the victory Was gained by the follow- 
ing flratageni. ; Adil Shaw, after the diforder of his troops, lent a 
melTenger to Hiemraaje, entreating peace, arid .offering to acknow- 
iedge allegiancedo the rpy fOr the country he held j upon which the 
miniftef and roy came, attended by &ree or four hundred followers, 
and theh /principal nobility, to a conference in the field; when Adil 
Shaw fell upbiri theim by furprize with his whole army, arid routed 
' them, killing feventy perfoAs of rank. Their troops, alarmed at the 
death of their chiefs, fled, and left the camp to be plundered by the 
, victors,;. ’ . ■ ■ ' / 

^ ^ d^dil 'S,ha\v, conferred on Soobjung Bahadur 

Khari fifty elepharits, with one " lack of oons, and detacliedhiih with 
a force to reduce the forts of I^udkul and Roijore,. which he effected 
in the fpace 'of forty days, and the fultan then returned to liis capital 
of Beejapore. This victory, and the great acceffion of wealtli, 
Itrengthened his power, extending far the acknowledgment of his 
royalty., .He, Out of refpedt to fultan Mhamood Bhamenee, fent 
him two fplendid veils, the borders of which were adorned With 
precious flones, two horfes fhod with gold, and faddles and bridles 
fet with jewels. - . 

/.• ■ Adil 

About one million eight hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 

> Thirty thoufand pounds® 
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Adll Shaw was preparing to march againft Jamcondah, which, 
Bahadur Geelanee had taken from him j but fultan Mhamood,' upon 
receipt of an embafly from the king of Guzarat, going ,in perfbn 
againft that chief he laid afide the defign, and fent his general 
Kummaul Khan Dekkanee, with five thoufand horfe, to attend the 
fultan j for which fervice Jamcondah was delivered up to his troops, 
as foon as taken from the rebel. When fultan Mhamood returned . 
from his expedition againft Bahadur, ,Adil,Shaw went tO’meet him; 
and having conduced him to Beejapore, then newly furrounded^witli 
a wall of ftone, entertained him for ten days with royal magnificence. 
At his departure, he laid before him an offering of twenty elephants, 
fifty horfts, four arm bracelets, let with jewels, and other rare and 
valuable articles to a great amount. Sultan Mhamood having made 
choice of one elephant, fent back every thing elfe, with a private 
meffage, that' as they would not remain with him, but be feized by 
Cafim Bereed for his own ufe, he had returned them, to be.kept for 
him in truft, till fuch time as Adil Shaw, like a ^ faithful fervant, 
Ihould deliver him from the ufurpation of his minifteV.'" ^ 

Adil Shaw, though he had it in his power to effeft the deCres of 
fultan Mhamood, did not think it accorded with his own intereft, 
and anfwered, that fuch an undertaking could not fucceed, unlefs 
Mallek Ahmed Ihould agree in promoting it, as alfo Ummad al 
Moolk; but that when his majefty Ihould reach his capital, he 
would prevail upon thofe chiefs to join with him in punilhing the 
infolent minifter. Mhamood Shaw was fatisfied with this declara- 
tion, and departed for his capital ; but, before his march, Adil 
Shaw conveyed to him privately a large fum of money, and made 
confiderable prefents to Cafim Bereed and Koottub al Moolk, who 
had attended the fultan. 

: In the year 901, Duftoor Deenar, an Abyflinian eunuch, who 

held the governments of Koolburga and Saugher, with Allind, and 

other 
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other forts and pergunnahs between the river Beemrah and Telingana, 
afpired to royal power : for this purpofe he commenced a friendlhip 
with Mallek Ahmed Beheree, and obferved to him, that as Fatteh 
‘ Oolla Ummad al Moolk had, by the fupport of Adil Shaw, afiiimed 
royal titles in Berar, it would be agreeable to friendfhip to fupport 
him in his claims to equal honours in his own territories. Mallek 
'Ahmed, as Duftoor Deenar was the adopted Ton of his father Nizam 
al Moolk, and had alfb high demands on his own gratitude, agreed 
to fupport him j and accordingly the eunuch Ipread over his head 
the umbrella of majefty; and feizing many diftridls dependant on the 
capital of Ahmedabad, drove out the officers of Cafim Bereed in a 

difgraceful manner. . 

. \ 

Cafim Bereed, through fultan Mhamood, having required the 
affiftance of Adil Shaw againfi; the rebel, he fent his brother Ghuz- 
zunfir Beg, with Direa Khan and other chiefs, to join the royal 
ffiandard; writing to fultan Mhamo'od at' the 'fame time, that, he 
fhould have attended .in perfon, did he not forefee in that cafe, that 
Mallek Ahmed would join Duftoor Deenar with his whole force, 
which would prolong the war. Soon after this, intelligence came 
that Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, at the inftigation of Mallek Ahmed, 
had moved from Porundeh to Koolburga with a confiderable force, 
and that Mallek Ahmed alfo was preparing to march, fhould he fee 
a heceffity for his affiflance. Eufuff Adil Shaw now thought it pru- 
dent to join his amras, and accordingly did fo with great expedition. 
Sultan Mhamood and Cafim Bereed having joined him, the allied 
armies moved againfi: Duftoor Deenar without delay. The eunuch 
advanced to receive them with eight thoufand horfe, moftly Abyf- 
finians, and twelve thoufand auxiliaries, under Mallek Ahmed and 
Khajeh Jehaiin ; but, after a brave ftruggle, was defeated and taken 
prifoner. Sultan Mhamood would have put him to death, by defire 
of Cafim Bereed 5 but Adil Shaw, from motives of policy, not wifli- 
ing to ftrengthen the power of the minifter, interceded for his pardon, 

and 
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and obtained for him reftoration of his government of Koolburga; 
Adil Shaw then, without paying his relpeits to Mhamood Shaw, 
returned to Beejapore, and the fultan and Duftoor Deenar to their 
feveral refidencies. Mallek Ahmed, who had begun his march to 
join the eunuch, hearing of the peace, returned to Ahmednuggur.' 

In the year 903, Mhamood Shaw demanded the daughter of 
Adil Shaw, Bibi Suttee, then an infant in the cradle, in marriage for 
his fon fultan Ahmed; and chufing Koolburga for the place of 
efpoufals, both princes repaired to that city, which much alarmed 
Duftoor Deenar. Adil Shaw privately informed fultan Mhamood, 
that if he wifhed to difplace Cafim Bereed, he mull: cede to Beeja- 
pore the diftridls then undbr Duftoor Deenar, as they lay between it 
and the jaghire of the minifter, which would afford a pretence for 
advancing his troops into them, and ealy opportunities would offer 
of expelling Cafim Bereed, before Mallek Ahmed or any other 
power could hear of fuch a defign being on foot. Mhamood Shaw 
approving the plan, gave the required grants, and dilpoffeffed the 
officers of Duftoor Deenar; who, unable to refill, by the mediation 
of fultan Koollee Koottub al Moolk, made a treaty with the vidtor 
for the reft of his territories. Cafim Bereed, alarmed at this pro-' 
ceeding, quitted Mhamood Shaw, and retired to Allind with his 
dependants. 

Adil Shaw, upon this moved with Mhamood Shaw, Koottub al 
Moolk, and Mallek Elias, to reduce Bereed, whom he defeated 
near the town of Kinjoutee, and the fugitives took fhelter in various 
forts. A rich carpet of cloth of gold, after the vidtory, was fpread 
on the field, and Mhamood Shaw taking Adih Shaw by the hand, 
commanded him to fit; which honour he would not accept till after 
repeated orders. It was determined now, that the following year 
they would march and extirpate Cafim Bereed. As Mallek Elias had 
fallen in the aftion, Adil Shaw conferred his eftates upon his eldeft 

fon 
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.fon Mahummiid, with the title of Ein al Moolk; and, having taken 
leave of Mhamood Shaw, returned to Beejapore, 

^ t ' . 

The next year, Adil Shaw marched againft Duftoor Deenar, but 
Mallek Alimed coming to his affiftance, he retired towards Bieder, 
where he received affurances of fupport from Koottub al Moolk, and 
Ummad al Moolk ; upon which Duftoor Deenar and Ahmed Mallek 
retired, without hazarding an a(5tion, to their capitals. The year 
following, Adil Shaw fent embaffies to Mallek Ahmed and Ummad 
al Moolk, obferving, that Dekkan was too fmall a country to main- 
tain fo many independant powers, that therefore they, out of regard , 
to the happinefs and fecurity of their pollerity, Iliould form a Ilridt ^ 
alliance, and endeavour, in conjundtion with each other, to extend 
their dominions. After much negotiation, it vyas agreed among the 
three princes, that Ummad al Moolk Ihould have Mahore, Ramgeer, 
and kll the territory then in poffeflion of Khodawund JChan Hubfhee ; 
that Mallek Ahmed fliould have Dowlutabad, Antore, Kalneh, and 
all the country beyond them to the borders of Guzarat. Adil Shaw 
for his fliare was to take the territories of Duftoor Deenar and Ein al 
Moolk. Galim Bereed was to .have the country of fultan Koollee 
Koottub aT Moolk, with the capital of Ahmedabad Bieder, anda 
fmall circle of lands round it. By this treaty, no power was to inter- 
fere with the plan of the other, but all join to enforce that laid down 
in the partition agreement. ' ' ' ’ • 

Adil Shaw, in purfuance of the plan, to be certain if Ein a! 
Moolk was attached to his views, difpatched a firmaun, commanding 
him to his prefence, which, before, he had always done by letters of 
equality and requeft. Ein al Moolk received the iirmaun with joyful 
fubmiffion, declaring, that now he was convinced Adil Shaw regarded • 
him as loyal, from his putting his attachment to the teft of trial. He 
made a feftival of a 'week in the fort of Goa on the occafion, and 
repaired with lix thoufand horfe to Beejapore, where Adil Shaw 

' E e received - 
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received him' as hisTubjeft, 'exaftiog royal falutations-from him, and 
conferring upon him an honorary drefs, which he refpedtfully re- 
ceived, and fwore allegiance. 

Duftoor Deenar, apprehending his own deftrudion, applied to 
Ameer Bereed, who had juft then acceded to the miniftiy of fultaa 
Mhamood’s affairs, on the death of his father Caffm Bereed, for his 
protedion from the fchemes of hi? enemies ; and the minifter fent 
three thoufand horfe to his afliftancS- Duftoor now encamped on the 
banks of the Beemrah, and Khajfh Jehaun, , \vho had parted from 
Mallek Ahmed on the partition treaty, from which he was e.xcluded 
as a principal, thought it political to join the eunuch j which he did, 
with his brother and five thoufand ftorfe ; Mallek Ahmed being then 
engaged in taking Dowlutabad, ai»d defending himfelf againft inva- 
fions from Guzarat. 

Adil Shaw, unmoved by the prefent fuperiority of the enemy’s ' 
numbers, colleded his troops j and dividing liberally among them Ae 
treafures he had taken from the Beqanuggur army, marched from 
Beejapore, and encamped within ton miles of the enemy. i The day 
following, he prepared his army for battle, fending on an advanced 
corps of two thoufand chofen hoffc under Yas Koolli, brother of 
Ghuzzunfir Beg, with diredtions to encamp within two miles of the 
enemy’s line, and divert their attention by hovering parties. At the 
fame time he fent a meffage to Dijftoor Deenar, affuring him, that 
Ihould he, diredted by the kinder iofluence of his liars, agree to fub- 
mit to his authority, both he and his dependants fhould receive the 
higheft honours in his government s but if, impelled by folly and ill 
fortune to refufe his gracious protedlion, he fhould turn away his 
head from liis offers, and be blinded by the veil of pride, he muft 
abide by the chance of war. 


Duftoor 
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Dufloor, 'blinded by 'vanity to his real intereil:, fent back a dif- 
reipediul anfwer, and detached a large body of Abyffinian cavalry to 
attack the advanced corps of 'Adil Shaw ; but tliey were defeated with 
great daughter, and many elephants and horfes fell into -the hands 
of the vidtors. Adil Shaw the next morning advanced upon tlie 
enemy, and drew up his army near their camp, in the foliow'ihg 
order : Ghuzzunfir Beg commanded on the right wing, Hyder Beg 
Tubbreezee on the left, and Mirza Jehangeer Koomi had charge of 
an advanced body. The fultan, with 'a chofen band, took .his poft 
in the center. Dudoor Deenar alfo, proud of his numbers, drev/ 
out his troops, modly covered with iron armour, after the ma'nner of 
Hind ; difpofing his elephants in different parts, and all his artillery 
and machines for battering in front. The anxious for reputation on 
both fides now lighted up the flames of conflidt. Mirza Jehangeer 
advanced firfl:, with the velocity of lightning, on the enemy, and 
fcorched up the dores of their exidence with the burning blad of an- 
nihilation. 'Ghuzzunfir Beg and Hyder Beg, charging from the 
right and ^ left, attacked together, with fuch. refidlefs fury, that 
nothing could withdand their charge. By the ble fling of the eternal 
aufpices and the royal fortune, Dudoor Deenar fell in the field, and 
his ^troops fled, overwhelmed in defeat and terrors. Ghuzzunfir 
Beg, who had received a fevere wound, kneeling down with the red 
of ^the amras, performed the ceremonies of congratulation, and 
waved money and jewels over the fultan’s head in offering for the 
^ victory. Adil Shaw, kiffing'his eyes and forehead, clafped his noble 
brother in embrace, -and fuperintended the drefiing of his wounds; 
but all was vain ; -and the hero, according to the declarations of holy 
writ, (When their death comes, they diall not delay an indant nor 
abide) after three days and nights, having drank the fherbet of mar- 
tyrdom, fpeeded to the world eternal. 

Adil Shaw was fincerely affedted at this heart-rending lofs ; but, 
having performed the funeral rites, brightened his countenance with 

E e 2 the 
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the crimfon of patience and fortitude, from neceffity, and attending 
to the important affairs of empire, poffeffed himfelf of Koolburga, 
Saugher, and all the forts and territories of the defeated amra, which 
he committed to officers in whom he could confide, and then return- 
ed in triumph to Beejapore. On his arrival in that city, he raifed 
Mirza Jehangeer and Hyder Beg to the higheft rank of nobility, as 
they had fhewn great gallantly in the affion ; and conferred honours 
and gifts on all the officers and fbldiers who had deferved them during 
the war. 

Being now arrived at the height of his wifhes, as to worldly 
power. Add Shaw refolved to execute a work of religion, which he 
had determined on in his mind for many years. In the year 908, he 
held a grand affembly of his principal fubjedls, and calling Mirza 
Jehangeer and Hyder Beg, who were of the * fheea feit, as alfo fyed 
Ahmed Herdee and other learned men of that perfuafion, addrelfed 
them, faying, that when the prophet, appearing to him in a vifion, 
had hailed him with the prefage of his prefent dignity, he had then 
vowed, if his dream proved true, to promulgate the faith of ._the 
* Imaums, and grace the pulpit with proclamation of their titles ; 
that alfo, when Heemraaje and Bahadur Geelanee had invaded his 
territories, and nearly feized the reins of government from his hands, 
he had renewed his vow, therefore wilhed to have their opinions if 
the prefent was a fit time for performance. 

The aflembly unanimoutly broke out into prayers for the prof- 
perity of his houfe ; after which, feme approved of his holy zeal, 

others, 

■ The Mahummedans are divided into two grand fedls, roonis and thecas. The 
former contend, that Omar vras the legal ruccetfor of the prophet as head of the 
church j and the latter give it to Alee, Mahummud's fon in law. This drvition, 
which alfo gave rife to many other differences, has often caufed much bloodlhed 
among the mufliilmauns. 

* Immediate defeendants of Alee, 
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Others, more cautious, ohferved, that his power was yet but in ia- 
fancy ; that fultan Mhamood, though weak, was ftill the acknow- 
ledged lawful monarch of Dekkan ; that moft even among his own 
nobles, y;rere Turks, Dekkanees, and Abyffinians, of the fooni fed:, 
as were’ alfo the furrounding’ powers of Dekkan,* Mallek Ahmed, 
Ummad al Moolk, and Ameer Bereed, all zealous, for their faith; 
therefore, that it was more than probable an oppofition too great to 
be overcome by his fingle authority, would attend an invalion of the 
eftablilhed religion. Adil Shaw, after a Ihort paufe of rededtion, 
replied, that he had pledged himfelf to God, who had railed him by 
his bleffings to royal power, and did not doubt but, on performance 
of his vow, the fame gracious arm would be his protedtor.^ At this^ 
inftant news arrived, that Shaw Ifmaeel SufFewee had eftablilhed the 
Iheea rites in Perfia, which confirmed Adil Shaw, who was a difciple 
of that houfe, in his determination ; and he took meafures without 
delay to put it into execution. 

On an appointed day, he went in great pomp to the grand 
mofque in the citadel of Beejapore ; and Nukkeeb Khan, one of the 
venerable fyeds of Medina, by his command afcending the pulpit 
firft, in the call to prayer cried aloud, agreeably to the llieea faith, 

“ I bear teftimony that Alee is the friend of God after which he 
read the khootbah in the names of the twelve Imaums. Adil Shaw 
was the firfi: perfon who dared to perform thefe ceremonies of the 
llieea fedt publickly in- Hindooftan. Notwithfianding this bold 
attempt, out of prudence, he did not permit the populace to utter 
fcandalous and abufive exprefiions of the ^ Sahabeh ; fo that fanaticifm 
and overbearing zeal were prevented^ from Ipreading their poifonous 
venom. The learned difciples of Jaffier, and the eminently verfed 
in the tenets of *= Hunnefi and Shafee, lived together in friendihip ; and 

in 

. ® Companions of the prophet, Omar, Aboubekker, and Ofman, whom the (heeaj 
abufe in their devotions, as ufurpers of the rights of Alee. , 

A do£lor of the fheea fe£i:, 

Dodlors of the fooni fedl. 
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in life niofques of different ’fe&s, each worlhipped tjie True 'God, 
according to his own faith, without interference in the ceremonies 
or opinions of each other. The holy teachers and pious rcclufe were 
aftonilhed at this well-regulated moderation, and attributed it to an 
almoft miraculous ability in the wife fultan. The author of thefe 
fheefs recolledts an anecdote applicable to this circumftince, which 
he thinks proper to infert for the information of his readeis. ’ 

i 

■ Molana Gheaus ad Dien, a tiiy celebrated divine of Perfia, much 
relpedled for his abilities and purity' of life, was once afked by fultan 
Ibrahim, Which was the beft of all the various fedls of Iflaam ? He 
replied, Suppofe a great monarch to be feated in a palace, wit!^ 
many gates leading to it, and through whichever you enter you fee 
the fultan, and can obtain admidion to his prefence. Your bufinels 
is widt the prince, and not with thofe-at his gate. Sultan Ibrahim 
agam alked him, '^hich, in his opinion, was the beft’of all faiths ? 
He replied, that the bed: man of every faith in lus idea followed the 
bed faith.' This obf*ervation pleafed Ibrahim, who conferred upon 
the Molansriarge gUtsX 

It is related, that when Eufuff Adil Shaw read the khootbah after 
the ceremonial of the fheeas, and eftablifhed their tenets at Beejapore, 
many of the principal chiefs, "'as Direa Khan, Fukliir al Moolk 
Turk, and others, embraced the fame faith as their fovereign j but 
feme being rigid feonis, were much difgufted, and exprefled defires 
of quitting his fervice j of which Add Shaw being informed, laid 
before them the tolerating maxim of “ My faith for myfelf, and 
“ your faith for yourfelves,” in'fuch a convincing manner, that they 
became fatisfied. But as he was jealous of the great influence and 
power of Ein al Moolk, he deprived him of the chief command of 
his army, and the diftrids he had held from Bahadur Geelanee; 
giving him Sukkcr, Ahrra, and Balgoan in their room, with leave 
to retire from court, and follow his own opinions in religious matters. 

All 
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All the fooni nobility had licenfe alfo in their own jaghires to read 
khootbah in the names of the Sahabeh , and no oppoton was • 
n ado to their cxcrcifing their publick worflnp. Notwrthftandmg 
tliis compliance, the fnltan kept fpies over every nooleman, that he 
might be informed of all Ins motions. 

Mallek Ahmed Bchcreo and Ameer Berecd, who were ftnft and 

zealous followers of lire foonnut, were much enraged at the mnova- 

tLon the eftabUared faith of Dekkan, fpoke openly of rt in re- 

^-cTfnl terms : and at length, forming an alliance, invaded the 
pro.,chf tjjey deemed 

dominions Ad (jefled himfelf of Kinjoutee and many of 

r t... D—r M.11* Al.„d fa. 

ambad-adors to Beejapore peremptorily demanding the delivery of the 
ZLk of Nuldirruk. Adll Shaw, fired by this attack upon his 

Linions. fent back^aJ.B^ 

Kinjoutce, regained po Moolk, and 

„ow requefted aids trom^e^^ Koottub al Moolk, though fecretly of 

Kliodawund Kh ^ ,,nnlhnce with the times and at the infti- 

the flicea feft, “ y°Ydin<^ana’ moved towards the court of 

gation of the ami. | Moolk and Kliodawund Khan 

Mhamood Shaw ; but Ummad id Mo^^^ 

made excufes, and would no J Ahmednuggur, with 

upon this difpatched Ahmed without delay 

fuch powerful remonftrances, ^ powerful train of 

marchedto join him with ten P.^ 

artillery ; whit , a e - 3 Mhamood was placed 

Moolk, made a Jf J, “^Add Shaw thinking it unfafe to 

nominally at *" with his inferior force, fent his fon 

engage them m a^ pitche treafui'es and ele- 

Ifmaeel,. then an infant of five year , 

.phants, from AUind to Beqaporej ^han Dekkaiiee,. 

city and the foie direaion of affairs to Kummaui ttna, 
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Having ftationed Direa Khan and Fukhir al Moolk Turk to protedt 
Koolburga, he himfelf, attended by Ein al Moolk Canaanee and 
many foreign officers, with fix thoufand horfe firmly devoted to his 
fervice, marched with expedition towards Beer, burning and dellroy- 
ing the country as he pafled. Mallek Ahmed, feeing his territories 
attacked, moved with fultan Mhamood and the allies in purfuit of 
Adil Shaw, who had taken this meafure to prevent the invafion of 
his own country. Adil Shaw always avoided an engagement, but 
hovered round the allied army, haraffing their followers and cutting 
off their fupplies. Being however at length exhaulled with fatigue, 
he; after plundering the environs round Dowltitabad, retired into 
Berar, depending on the friendlhip of Ummad al Moolk, who was 
encamped with an army near Kaweel, refolved to obferve a ftridt 
neutrality, and attend only to the proteflion of his own territories. 
He received Adil Shaw with kindnefs > but as he knew the allies 
would invade Berar if he kept him with him, advifed his retiring to 
Boorahanpore, till fome fcheme could be devifed of breaking the 
league formed againft him •, which might eafily be done, if he would 
for the prefent order the fooni rites to be re-eftabhffied at Beejapore. 
Adil Shaw complied with his advice, fent proper' orders to Kum- 
maul Khan, and taking leave of his friend, departed for Boora- 
hanpore, where he was received with kindnefs by the fultan of 
Khandeflte. 

Ununad al Moolk now fent one of his neareft relations to Mallek 
Ahmed and Koottub al Moolk, obferving, that it was clear to him. 
Ameer Bereed had ufed religion only as a pretence to ruin Add Shaw 
and polTefs himfelf of the kingdom of Beejapore ; that if, now he 
\vas matter only, of a fmall territory, he performed fuch plans by the 
nominal authority of the fultan as none of them were equal to, their 
remaining independant in Dekkan would become impoffible, Ihould 
he acquire fo rich a territory. He obferved, that no man had any 
concern in the religious opinions of another, and that every one 

would 
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would be called to account for his adlions at the day of refurredion ; 
but that^ laying ahde that confideration, Eufuff Adil Shaw had 
retradl'ed his- profedion of the flieca opinions, ■ and fcnt orders to 
reltore the fooni rites in Beejapore; fo that no pretence now remaiur 
ed for continuing the war. Therefore he advifed them, indead of ^ 
injuring themfeives by being made the dupes of an artful minifter, 
to retire to their own dominions. Mallek Ahmed and Koottub al 
- Moolk, who' paid great reipedt to the advice of this aged and ex- 
perienced iLatefman, were convinced of its propriety^ and on the 
fame night in which they received it, without taking leave of 
Mhamood Shaw, began their retreat to their own territories. 

* N 

Ameer Bereed, not warned by this defertion of the allies, had 
the folly to apply to Ummad al Moolk for his affidance to invade 
Beejapore, and fuffered himfelf to be kept tome days in negotiation ; 
till, at length, Adil Shaw arriving at Kaweel from Boorahanpore, he 
faw the dangerous dtuation to which he was betrayed by his credu- 
lity, and fled with the fultan, attended only by a few fblldivers, 
leaving his camp danding, which was plundered by the two fl'iends. 
Adil Shaw, having • taken leave of Ummad al Moolk, returned to 
Beejapore after an abfence of three months ^ and, being now fecure 
from all enemies, redored the publick exercife of the flieea faith, and 
bent his mind to the improvement of his dominions, without meditat- 
ing further conqueds. .He fent iyed Ahmed Herraee, with prefents 
and declarations of attachment, to Shaw Ifmael Suffewi, emperor .of 
Perfla, with accounts of his fuccefs in edablidiing the dieea religion. 

In the year 915, the chridians (Portuguefe) furprized the town A. 
of Goa, and put to death the governor, with n'lany mudulmauns. 
Upon intelligence of which, Adil Shaw, with three thqufand chofen 
men, Dekkanees and foreigners, marched with dich expedition, that 
he came upon the Europeans unawares, retook the fort, and put 
many to death ; but fome made their efcape in their fliips out to fea. 

F f The 
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The government and fecurity of Goa being provided for, Adil Shaw 
returned to his capital, and died in that city of a dropfical diforder, 
after he had reigned with great prolperity twenty one years, in the 
fsventy fifth year of his age. Tahir Shaw relates,' that he was in- 
formed by lyed Ahmed Herraee, who_had lived long at the court of 
Adil Shaw, that he was a wife prince, well acquainted with man- 
kind, very handfome in his peribn, and eloquent of fpeech, eminent 
for his learning, liberality, and valour. He wrote elegantly, and 
was a good judge of poetical merit, often compofing verfes himfelf. 
His tafte and Ikill in muCc were fuperior to thofe of moft of the 
mafters of his time, whom he encouraged by princely rewards to 
attend him ; and he performed exquifitely on the ’ timboor and “ code. 
He would frequently fing to them extempore verfes. He mixed 
pleafure with hufinefs, but never for the formef negledled the latter ; 
always warning his minifters to afl with juftice, integrity, and ho- 
nour, and by his own example and attention exciting their emulation. 
He invited many learned men and valiant officers from Perfia, Tartary, 
and Tdrky, alfo eminent artifls, to his court, and made them eafy 
under the lhade of his bounty. He furrounded Beejapore with a 
ftrong wall of flone. He left behind him four children, the prince 
Ifmaeel and three daughters, all by one mother, originally a Hin- 
doo, filler to a Mharatta chief, taken in war. Being of exquifite 
beauty, great underilanding, and engaging manners, Adil Shaw, 
after her embracing the Iflaam faith, married her, and gave her the 
title of Boobojee Khanim. His eldeft daughter was married to Nizam 
Shaw, the fecond to Shekh Alla ad Dien Ummad al Moolk, and the 
third to fultan Ahmed Shaw, fon of Mhamood Shaw Bharaenee. 

’ • ' • SULTAN 


* A fort of lute. 

* A fmall kind of guitar. 
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IsMAEEL Adil Shaw upon his acceffion being too young to dire(5l 
the affairs of his kingdom, the guidance of adminiftration was com- 
mitted 'to Kummaul Khan .Dekkanee. He' had been one of the 
principal nobles of Mhamood Shaw Bhamenee, but, on Eufuff Adil 
Shaw’s aflliming independance, was won over to his intereft, and 
appointed his meer nobut 3 after which, fhewing diftinguifhed gal- 
lantry and activity in the battle againft Heemraaje, he rofe in credit 
and influence above all the other minifters. Eufuff Adil Shaw, upon 
his death bed, added the ofHce of regent, during tlie minority of his 
^fon, to his former dignities 3 and earneftly advifed and entreated 
Direa Klian, Fukhir al Moolk, Mirza Jehangeer, Hyder Beg, and 
the reft of the nobility, to a ftridt friendfhip and agreement with 
' him, as alfo among themfelves. -On this account the above amras 
held him as their fuperior, and, leaving all affairs to his dir'edlion, 
obeyed him as regent. 

j 

Kummaul Khan, on the commencement of his authority, dif- 
played good condud:. He reftored the fooni exercife of religion, 
ffudied to gain the affedions.of the publick, and by his condefcen- 
lions procured the attachment of the nobility. He obferved modera- 
_ tion and agreement with the families of Nizam Shaw, Koottub Shaw, 
and Bereed Shaw. He made peace with the Europeans, who, after 
' ' F f 2 the 
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the retreat of Eufuif Adil Shaw, had befieged Goa, and regained it 
by giving large bribes fo the governor, juft on the aeceflSon of the' 
infant king, on condition that they Ihould be fatisfied with the ifland 
alone, and not moleft the towns and diftrifts. Accordingly, ftnce 
that time, the Portuguefe have kept pofteffion of Goa, and, obferv- 
ing tlie treaty, have not made any encroachments on the Adil 
Shawee territories. 

KummaulKhan, after thus fettling the welfereofthe kingdom, 
held the regency with eafe and fatisfadtion ; and Direa Khan and 
Fukhir al Moolk dying the year following, he divided their jaghires 
among his own relations and dependants, procuring for each ho- 
nours and offices j taking alfo fome pergunnahs from the eftates of 
Mirza Jehangeer and Hyder Beg, to beftow upon his own followers. 
The lands of thofe officers who died, or were convidted of crimes, he 
confifcated, and gave them to his own creatures s by thefe means 
encreafing and confirming his power till at laft he became giddy with 
'dreams of vanity, and his evil imagination formed ambitious defires 
of royalty. 

The ambition of treacherous minifters had already proved fatal to 
the “ lawful kings of Dekkan. Heemfaaje was the firft ufurper. He 
had poifoned the young raja ofBeejanuggur, fon of Sheoroy, and 
made his infant brother a toot to his defigns ; by degrees overthrow- 
ing the ancient nobility, and at length eftabliftiing his. own abfolute 
authority over the kingdom. Cafim Bereed and others had reduced 
fultan Mhamood to nominal royalty, and at length read their own 
names in the khootbah. 

Kummaul JChan, tempted by thefe fuccefsful examples, when he 
had gained the requlfites to power and dignity, addrelfed himfelf 
artfully to Ameer Bereed, obferving, tliat if he wilhed to e.xtend his 

polTeffions, 


FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


poffeffions, the favourable opportunity now offered, as Ahmednug- 
gur was held by the hands of a weak infiint ; and Ummad al Moolk, 
fovercign of Ka^veel, being immerfed in youthful pleafures, had no 
inclination for military glory j therefore, if he would receive him 
among the number of his friends, and allow of his claims to royalty, 
he would in return affifl his views of conquefl. Ameer Bereed em- 
braced the propofal with joy, as he had for years been fecretly wifh- 
ing for opportunity to extend his power ; and a treaty of alliance, 
offeiifive and defenfive, was immediately concluded. It was flipu- 
lated, that all the country conquered from Dufloor Deenar, as 
Koolburga, Allind, Kinjoutee, and Nuldirruk, to the banks of the 
Beemrah, fliould be ceded to Bereed j and Beejapore, Kokun,_ Mud- 
kul, and Roijore, with other places, be confirmed to Kummaul 
Khan, who might depofe, or even put to death, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, 
and proceed to reduce Sholapore and the country belonging to Zien 
IClian. 

Ameer Bereed, having confined fultan Mhamood in his palace 
under charge of his fons, moved to Koolburga ; and Kummaul Khan, 
imprifoning Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, with his mother Boobojee Khatoon, 
in the citadel of Beejapore, marched with a great force to Sholapore, 
which he befieged for three months ^ and no relief coming from 
Ahmednuggur, Zien Khan, on receiving fecurity for the fafety of his 
family and wealth, delivered it up to him, with the five dependant 
diflridts. Bereed, who was then befieging Koolburga, after receiv- 
' ing from the Adil Shawee officers’ the places ceded to him by Kum- 
maul Khan, lent him a congratulatory letter on his fuccefs ; upon 
which the regent, more haughty than before, returned to Beejapore 
to finifh the ufurpation he had meditated, by dethroning his fove- 
reign, and feizing the kingdom. 

i' 

Kummaul Khan, upon his arrival at Beejapore, brought the young 
fultan once for form fake to receive the compliments of the court in 

the 
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the durbar. To ftrengthen his own party, he fuddenly iffued orders 
to reduce the 'hhafleh khiel from diree thoufand foreign troops to 
three hundred ; commanding all the reft to quit Beejapore in a week, 
under penalty, of forfeiting life and property to the ftate. The un- 
fortunate exiles haftened with all fpeed to various parts, to avoid his 
tyranny,’ and the regent, as no obftacle now lay in his way, imitating 
I the rules of the court of Nizam Shaw, to give more confequence and 
dignity to his lervice, ordered the amras of a thouland to be ftiled 
nobles of three tlioufand, and to eftablilh the korawat, or hiring of 
temporary cavalry. When Kummaul Khan, by this manceuvre, had 
railed an army of twenty thoufand horle, he called together his crea- 
tures on the firft of Suffir, in the year 017, to confult with them 
upon a lucky day for his depofing Ilmaeel Adil Shaw, and proclaim- 
ing his own name in the khootbah at Beejapore." After much 
debate, the firft of the enfuing month, Rubbi al Awul, was fixed as 
the day propitious to his defigns; the traitor little fuppofing, that, 
the recorders of providence were then penning the concluding pages 
of the journal of his vain-glorious life. 

The young fultan and his mother, though much alarmed at the 
intelligence of the regent’s daring ambition, notwithftanding the 
final] number of their friends, raifed their minds to defVroy the un- 
grateful rebel. As providence had decreed the prefervation of the 
Adil Shawee family, and its long fway of royal power, fome aftro- 
logers reprefented to Kummaul Khan, that from the appearance of 
the heavenly bodies, certain days of the.prefent month were very 
unfavourable to his defigns j therefore he would do "well to clothe 
himfelf with the armour of caution, and ftndlly avoid the company 
of any perfons he had the leaft caule to fulpedl of dilaffedlion. The 
regent, imprelTcd with their remarks, on the days pointed out as 
unlucky, committed the charge of the city to his own dependants; 
and having chofen an apartment in the citadel clofe to the royal 

palace. 
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palace, fliut himfelf up,, with only his own family and principal, 
officers, keeping all the gates of the fort ftrongly barred within, and 
guards witliout. He himfelf remained in, one room conftantly for 
fome days, pretending a fevere head-aclie, to excufe his retirement ; 
thinking by this prudence, which providence fmiled at, to evade its 
decrees. 

The, queen mother, inwardly rejoicing at the meafures of the 
regent, fo favourable to the plan he had formed to deftroy him, pre- 
pared to carry her defigns into execution, and applied for affiftance to 
Eufuff Turk, the fofter father of Ifmaeel Shaw, who had been 
treated with great indignity, and mortally hated Kummaul Khan. 
The old officer, in reply to the queen’s requeft, faid, that inllead of 
one life devoted to the fervice of his prince, he -lamented he had 
not a thoufand to facrifice for him ; but that againfl; eight thoufand 
Dekkanees and Abyffinians, it was clear to all, one man could effedt 
nothing. The queen replied, that if he would rifque his lingle life 
for his mailer’s fafety, the traitor and his fch ernes would fall together. 
Eufuff Khan anfwered, that as he knew his life would be taken the 
inflant Kummaul Khan Ihould afcend the throne, he preferred giving 
it honourably in ranfom for his fovereign’s, which would acquire him 
•immortal reputation among the illuflrious faithful, and defired to be 
informed how he could be ufeful. 

The queen then lent for an. old female attendant of her own, 
whom fhe knew to be employed as a fpy upon her adlions by Kum- 
maul Khan, and pretending to be under great uneafinefs at the 
reports of his indifpolition, lent her with ® a fum of money, as an 
offering for his fafety, to make enquiries of his health. , When the 
old woman had left her and gone fome paces, fhe called out, as if on 
. fuddeh recolledtion, that Eufuff Turk was very much deprefled, and 

; ' . ; . ■ ' ' wifhed 

a It is cuftomary in India, when princes are iil to fend them money, which is 
diftributed to the poor. 
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wiflied to make a pilgrimage to Mecca ; therefore Ihe delired flie 
would take him with her, and prevail on Kummaul Khan to give 
him leave, and a ‘betel of difmiffion with his ov;n hand, which (lie 
fliould regard as a favour done to herfelf. The ipy.confented ; and 
going firft in to Kummaul Khan, delivered the queen’s prefent and 
meflage in fuch a manner, that the regent was highly pleafed, and 
gave orders to admit EufufF. The Turk on his entrance, with great 
humility, made his obeifance, and uttered feveral flattering fpeeches, 
which pleafed Kummaul Khan, who called him nearer to him, at 
the fame time reaching out his aim to give him a betel. EufufF ad- 
vanced, '• putting his hands under the cloth that covered his flioulders, 
as if to receive it with the cuftomary refpedt. The regent had 
ftretched his hand to put the betel on the cloth, when EufufF, with 
the quickneFs of lightning, plucking out a dagger concealed under- 
neath, flabbed him in the breaft with all his force, fo that he fell 
down and expired immediately with a loud groan ; upon which the 
attendants ruflied upon EufufF, and cut liim.to pieces with their 
fwords, together with the old woman, who they fuppofed had adfed 
in coilcert with the murderer. 

The mother of Kummaul Khan, a woman of dating fpirit, com- 
manded the attendants to refrain from clamour ; and placing the body 
drefled out, fupported by pillows, on a mufnud, in a balcony of the 
palace, as if to receive compliments from the court, inftrufled the 
regent’s fon, Suffder Khan, to go down and command the guards, 
as if from his father, to furround the royal haram and feize Ifrnaeel 
Adil Shaw j alfb to fend orders to the troops without the citadel to 
aflemblc under arms, as his father would fhortly afllime the royal 
dignities, and appear on a baflion of the citadel to receive the com- 
pliments of the people and anny, as their fbvereign prince. 

Suffder 

• The betel is given by fuperiore, on difiniilion tollieie fervants, as a token ofregarei. 

‘An inferior prefenting or receiving any thing, puts a cloth on his hands, as if their 
touch would contaminate thcoficring or gift. 
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Suffder Khan thinking the force witliin fufficient -to take the 
young. fultan.prifoner, kept the gates of the citadel ,fhut,„ . and with 
his relations and followers, armed with mufquetiy, fabres, fpears^ 
bows and , arrows, advanced to the apartments where the 'prince 
rehded with his mother and family. The queen, apprehending that 
-Eufuff Turk had failed in liis attempt, and that Kummaul Khail out of 
refeiitment had haftened his operations to dethrone her fon, thought 
it heft to pretend ignorance of Eufuff 's defigns, and endeavour to 
avert the dorm by . datteiy and fubmiffion'; but the fuitan's foder 
aunt, Dilfliaad Aggeh, who had come from Perlia to Hindoodanin 
the latter part of the reign of Eufuff Adil Shaw, remarked^ that in. 
fuch a crifis as.'the. prefent. valour and fortitude were required, in- 
dead of fubmiffion and entreaties. She then ordered the doors to be 
fliut, and fent out her eunuch Mallek SunduL to the few of her 
countrymen on duty in the outer court of the haram, informing them, 
tliat Kummaul Khan, meditating the depofal of Ifmaeel Adil Shaw 
their fovereign, and of the fame nation as themfelves, was advancing 
to adaffinate him with the .whole royal family, and convert the gar- 
den of empire to a rood of ravens and birds of prey ; that if they were 
men of honour, they fhould not regard the fuperlprity of the enemy, 
•but valiantly affid their prince againd the traitor; who, by tlie divine 
bieffing, would be overwhelmed in the enormity of accurfed ingra- 
titude, and that . they would gather the, flowers of glorious ; victory 
in the field of fidelity. ' y , ; ‘ - >> 

The . guards, bound the belts bf refolutioh on . their waids; and 
touching the ground of loyalty with their foreheads, declared their 
vows of Tuppdrt. and defence . of their young fovereign. Dilfliaad 
Aggeh and Bopbojee Khatoon now came out,, in the drefles of men 
in compleat arniour, with bows and arrows in their hands atteriding 

• on Ifmaeeh Adil 'Shaw,' whp had the yellow unibrella of his father 

• held; over him hy a Turkifli woman,, named jMurtuffeh; Aggeh, and 

Joined the guards.- \ .7. -A. ^ .■...r,: sr ' 
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' ' SufFder Khan, who was endeavouring to iforce the gates," was 
bppofed by the Turks from the wall with arrows, and the young ful- 
tan, with the women, affifted in perfon j .but the enemyls fuperiority 
Was fo great, that the httle>band of gallant Turks had no chance, 
many of them were killed by mufquet balls, and the reftifelling 
back, a mournful cry of deipair ifliied from the .apartments ofthe 
women. Juft then, Muftapha Khan and Seconder Jviian 'Koomi, 
who had fbimerly the charge of the citadel, and whom Kummaul 
IClian thinking tveak and humble had h6t molefted, hearing of the 
difturbance, haftened with fifty Dekkanee matchlock men to the w all 
ofthe mahal, and, hailing'Dilfliaad Aggeh, afcended 'the i terrace, 
and joined her party agiuift the rebels; who, though now keptat 
bay, could not be 'driven' off, and many 'perfons fell' on -both fides. 
Dilthaad privately fertt a fervant over' the wall into the city 'to inform. 
alKthe'fbreigners and others of the danger to which the fultan i was 
e.\pofed from the treachery of his mmifter, entreating them toTiafteh 
to hisaffiftance, andfhe Would admit them over a baftion behindithe 
palace. The rebels nOt 'knowing of this accefs, many.ofrhcr'friends 
mounted by ropes thrown over by 'Dilthaad, till at laft they amounted 
to One hundred and fifty foreign archers, fifty matchlock men, nine- 
teen Turkith Haves, and twenty five 'Abyflinians,' all trelblufe to de- 
fend their prince. 'Dilthaad, with a veil on . her 'head, fought iWith 
them, and by animating fpeeches encouraged their ardour, promiCng 
that the fultan would reward them all by high honours. -Suffder 
Khan, feeing that the defenders encreated in numbers, fent out a 
party to prevent more entering, and made a fierce attack with' five 
hundred men, bringingWo cannon to 'batter down the' wails of the 
haram. Many of the defendants fell, .and all the* Dekkanees .and 
Abyffinians threw themfelves in a panic over the battlements. The 
foreigners now, by the advice of Dillhaad, fat down filent undercover 
of the parapet wall ; and Suffder Khan, judging they had fled alfo, 
broke open th'c outer doors of the mahal, and entered the court; but 
as he was endeavouring to force the other, the gallant Dillhaad fired a 

volley 
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vdllby of riiot and arrbwS' from tlie terrace above, wHich -did great 
ex^cutioni killing and wounding fome principal rebels. An arrow 
alfo pierced the eye of Suffder IChan, who ran under a wall over 
which'thc fultan hiinfelf was {landing ; and the royalyouth> knowing . 
his perfon, rolled down a heavy {lone from the terrace, which crufh- 
ed him^ to • death as he lay couched to avoid the. flrot. The. troopSi . 
feeing their chief killed, ran to the houfe of Kummaul Khan, where 
tliey learned, tliat he alfo was dead; lipon which they opened the 
gates of the citadel and fled different^ ways.; KJiuflerop Khan Turk, 
a faithful il'ave of the iate^.fultan, dreading the numbers of the enemy 
without, fliut the gates again, and by the orders of Dilfhaad fent the. 
headshf the father and Ton with guard by a fally port, to be car- 
ried tlrroagli: the . {free ts;of the’ city, for the information' of the people.;. 
Mahummiid Ein; : al Moolk, who hadr given his ^ daughter tO; Suffder 
Khan" in. marriagcy and - all the principal friends of the regent> quitr, 
tingritheir; houfes and effedls, made their': efcape as expeditioufly a^^^ 
poflible outc of ,die:city.'- . Wifen the; c^pitd was cleared of the rebels, , 
theTultani came -dut^-with. the funeral, proceihbn) his ’ fofler father 
Eufliffp . Whofe: body hC' depbflted ' near, thd. tdmb Jof the venerable: 
‘‘^Ein’' ad‘;©iemjlfn'eed'ee,' .at' wKiehi^he. alfo paid his Vreipeefts ;:'and 
diflributmg^ great- a'lnis;- ordered -aiabhie: to be . eredled • over it, , 'andja' 
mb{qUe'!nea:rvj&i’dhe'{hp]^ort' 6fiWhich lands Were ailottedi;,: During; 
hi^-wHolef'reighy •hel-Went^cdnft^ mbnth : toivifit the' tombi 

oT the;' feithful ihk’fuM'' ' To'^ards’ evening he' retui'ned^mpunted :oniiiii 

^elephsntihtb'tiib^citM^^ 
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'day^ ' iBkriy" in . the^^^ 

throne, and gave generar^hdieiibe/ at- which all-i iHenfh'ceri^mf the* 
court and inhabitants of the city paid their compliments, and made- 





^ A celebrated mufliilmaun divine. 



FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


treacherous defigns. Ameer JBereed, upon receiving the information,, 
immediately raifed the liege of Koolburga j but Heemraaje, who^ 
had taken advantage of the times to invade the fultan’s dominions,; 
ftill continued before Roijore j which at laft was given up to him by 
the garrifon, Ifmaeel Add Shaw being too much employed in rellor- 
ing the domeftic affairs of government,, to afford it timely relief. , , 


• The fultan firft raifed thofe yvho had affifted him in the late crifis 
to high honours, and lent letters , of Invitation to Mirza Jehangeer, 
Sobejung, Hyder Beg, and other noblemen, who had fled from the 
perfecutions of KummaulTChan to different parts, to return to his 
court and refume their ^employments. With mercy, becoming a 
great king, he' drew the line of fbrgivcnefs over the crimes of the, 
regent’s niother and hisifamily, who had been taken prifoners, and,\ 
giving them a confiderable fum of money, ordered them to leave his' 
territories. The aftrologers, who had foretold fo truly the danger 
of 'Kummaul I Khan, he , took .into , his own employment. ''The, 
veterans of his father flocking from all quarters to his court, he'had 
loon a gallant body of Turks, and Moguls in his fe'rvice. Khufleroo' 
Turk, who had aflifted in.his late deliveranc^ .wasj honoured with- 
the title of Alfud.Khan, and had Balgoan conferred upon him in jagh 
hire.c The fultan had vowed ithalihe would not entertain any Dek-i 
kanees or Abyflinians in' his fervicej and .he kept ;this^ promife for' 
near twelve years, keeping none but foreigners j . till at! length, at' 
their requeft, he admitted their children to be received into, the army, 
and afterwards by degrees confented to entertain fuch Afghauns and 
Raajepootsas were not born in Dekkan, the rule againft jvhomrwas 
rigidly obferved till the reign of Ibrahim Add Shaw. ^ 

<, ' , . , - 1 < ^ 

e jMitza Jehangeer, on, his.,return to court, having. the diftrias;of, 
Koo]burga‘jconfen;ed3upoh -him>-, drove, out, the'^forces of Ameer 
Bcreed tvlth'the flaughter of four hundred men, retookhthe forts 
of Nuflcrutabad, Saugher, and Ahngur, wholly regaining all the. 
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couhtty taken from Beejapore during the regency of ICiimm'aul IClian. 
Ameer Bereed, fired with his Ioffes, fent firmauns in the name of 
fultan Mhamood to all the fovereigns of Dekkan, demanding affift- 
' ance ; upon which, “ Boorahan Nizam Shaw, fultan Koolli Koottub 
Shaw,- and 'AllaadDien UmmadShaw, each fent troops to join the 
royal ffandard. In tlie year 920, Ameer Bereed obliged tlie fultan to a, ] 
move from Ahmedabad at the head of the allies, confifting of twenty 
five thoufand horfe, towards Beejapore, and committed every wafie 
and depredation on the country in his route! 

% 

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, out of policy, remained in his capital; letting 
the enemy advance without oppofition to Allapore, a town built by 
Eufuff Adil Shaw, within a -mile and half of Beejapore; when he 
marched out of the city at the head of twelve ^thoufand horfe, all 
foreigners. • Notwithffanding the great fuperiority of the enemy, he , 
defeated them fo completely/ that the allies .fled, leaving behind 
them Mliamood Shaw and his Ion fultan Ahmed, who had fallen 
from their horfes in the adlion. ' All the baggage of the fugitives fell 
into the hands of the vidlors-; and Ilmaeel Adil Shaw, on hearing of 
the fituation' of tire princes, .went to pay his obeifance to them as his 
fuperiors, prelented offerings of horles with fuiiniture let with jewels, 
and would have conducted them in magnificent palanquins to Beeja- 
pore,'' that they might be freed from the bppreflion of Ameer 
Bereed. ’ Mhamood Shaw not confenting to enter the city, encamped 
near Allapore'; where he remained fome time to recover of a bruife 
he had fuftained in- his fall, and afterwards demanded Bibi Sutti, After 
to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, fofhis fo'n fultan 'Ahmed,' to whom fhe was 
efpbufed. • Ifmaeel AdihShaw confenting-, Koolburga was appointed 
for celebrating the nuptials, and both fultans repaired to it in com- 
pany with great pomp/- The ceremony' bf - marriage was performed 

i , , V ^ , - , * . s 5r« I * ' - _ ^ 
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i? Of Ahmednuggur. 

^ Of Golconda. 

Of Berar. 
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witli- royal' magiiificcncc/'and'.tlre: bride, b'eihg'dcHyfered' to 
Ahmed, Jfmaeel Adil-Shaw rent,’fiVe:thdufand.hprfe''.to:a‘ttend the^/ : 
with the fultan-Mhamood Shaws W Ahmedabad.Hvhich.tvas defertedi 
by Ameer^Bereed on their, approach-j fp that the fultan for fome time 
had the pleafure of.liBerty, andrreleafe frdmithe cbntrdul of a^minif-; 
ter; but the Beejapore- troops had' no Iboner left him, f than; Ameeif;, 

Bereedreturnedi'and reihmed thccharge.of atFairs,:as,before, ; •. 

Some, years before this,; the /einperor of, Porlia, , Shaw Ifmaech 
Suffewi, had fent ambalTadors to the powers of Hindooftan, who had 
been ■receiveH;with.due‘.refpedl:-.by'.the;roy..of Beejanuggiir _and ;the 
IcingofGuMratt '..Sultah/Mhamood allb had received.aniambtdfadpr; 
to. him' witteprpper. attention; and wi/had to difmifs hte 'withdpyah 
p'feients j'-'biif AmeeriBereedinot.coofenting, the ambaflador^wroteitO; ' 
IfmaeebAdil Shaw, complaining of Ws boing,detained;at Ahmedabad.' ' 
'The fuUaw immediately-. demanded ihis, diftniflionj pnd;'accordihgly,', 
having 'obtained his:audienceofleave, the ambafl’ador cameto 3 eeja'i;/ 
pofejtwhe'rehe.war.met ,by. Ifraa'eehAdil Shawat^Allapore; hono'ureh 
with rich.prefents,’ . and fefcor tedas-firas the port; of Dabul hy- a' .proper; 
guard/ on'his.return to{Per(ia., ..-'I>he, emperor of Perlia/in, acknoty-j 
ledgmeht.of. thist fervice' tai his .ambaflador,-in-the,>y«r;r'92j,;fenti 
Ibr^mi Beg;, Turkomanpiam officer .pf/'his court, jwith'-'detters. andj ' 
preferits t'O'Ifmaeeli Adil Shawji.a'ndramongdthe’ latter was a. fihre^fet. 
with valuable jetyels. . . The' emperor, indus letren addreffed hirmas.a-, 
fov'ereign prince. Ifmaeel Adil Shdw Went tWelve-miles. to .meet thei 
ambaflador and' being highly gratified aMhe'acknowiedgnientjofhisi 
royalty by- fo’ great a;, monarch, , received ’Ibrahim-BegiWith.extraor-; 
dinary honours, ordercd the march'of vifloryto be, founded, aodjconrrj 
mandcd the officers of his army to wear fcarlet caps, of twelve 'pointSj'v 
Hi.h?.ing;_thci diftinition- of ,the .difciplesi'of Ihekhr^Suffi;, ,iHe alloy 
ordered, that on Fridays and holidays a prayer Ihould be recited at the' 
moftpies for the royal family of Pcrfia.' . ‘ 

iOlh ' 

, . ■ , ' iO '• 

.VxrrD^T jO * 
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In the year 9.27, 'Ifmaeel Adil Shaw made prejparations for march- A» 
ing to recover Mudkul and Roijore from the roy of Beejaniiggur ; who 
gaining early intelligence of his defigns, moved with a great force, 
and Rationed his. camp on the banks of the Kiftnah, where he was 
joined by -many of his tributaries-; fo that his army amounted at ieafi: 
to fifty- thoufand horfe, bcfides a vaft hofl of foot. The fultan would 
now 'have delayed his expedition, as. the enemy pofTeffed all the 
ferries of the Kiftnah, but that his tents were pitched, and it would 
have been difgraceflil to retrad: fi*om his declarations.' . He therefore 
•marched with feven thqufand horfe, all foreign, -and encamped on the 

■ bank of the river oppolite to the enemy, waiting to prepare floats to 
crofs and attack them; . Some days after his arrival, as he- was 
repofing dn his tent, he heard one of his courtiers without the' 
'’hvreens reciting this verfe ; Rife, and fill the golden goblet- witli 
'' the wine of- mirth, before the cup itfelf fltah be laid in hull;,” 
The- fultan, inlpired by the verfe, called his .favourites before him, 
and fpreading the carpet of pleafure, amufed himfelf with mufic and 
wine. When the banquet had lafted longer than realbnable, and 
■the fumes of the wine had- exerciled their power, a, fancy feized the 
lultan to pafs the river and attack the enemy. /He .called. -his officers 
‘befbre:hini, and enquired the reafbn for the delay, in .preparing the 
/floats, and' was anfwered, that onec hundred were jalfeady .finiflied, 

and the- refl; would bC ready in a-few days. The fliltan,. warm with 

■ wine, f efolved to crofs immediately ; and mounting His elephant, 
without making his intentions known, proceeded to ; the rivef;: as if 
to reconnoitre, but .fuddenly gave; orders Tor as:many of his troops as 
could to, go upon ‘the rafts, and '-.o'thefs-toTollow him.-'oh elephants 

/through The -fiver. The p'fficefs-reprefented-theifolly and danger of 
/precipitation ; but theHultah, ./without reply, plunged his own ele- 
phant into the flream,. and was- follbwed-dnvoluntarily by the, amras 
and their followers, on about two hundred and fifty elephants. By 
great good - fortune, 4 ihreached the oppolite fliore in fafety, and as 




many 


® The tents of the great -in Jndla are enclofed^by walls, or fkreens of cloth. 
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jAany troops as could crofs on the floats at two embarkations had' 
time to arrive, when the enemy advanced to battle in fo great force, 
as excluded every probable hope of efcape to the fultan, who had not 
more than two thoufand men ready to oppofe thirty thouland. The 
heroes of Iflaam, animated with one Ibul, made fo gallant a refiftance, 
that above a thoufand of the infidels fell, among whom was Sungeet 
Roy, the chief general of Beejanuggur; but at laft, haraffed beyond 
all power of oppofition, by cannon Ihot, mufquetry, and rockets, 
which deflroyed near half their numbers, the furvivors threw them- 
lelves into the river, in hopes of efcapmg, and Nuribo Bahadur and 
Ibrahim Beg, who rode on the fame elephant with limaeel Add 
Shaw, drove the animal ac'rofs the ftfeain ; but fo great was the cur- 
rent, that except the royal elephant and feven foidiers, all the reft 
were drowned. The fultan’s raflineft was heavily punilhed by fo 
great a lofs. He took a folemn vow never to indulge in wine, tdl he 
had revenged his defeat j and then, throwing away deipair, bufied his 
mind in repairing this unfortunate ihifcamage. 

As Mirza Jehangeer had fallen in the adlion, the fultan confulted 
with Aflud Khan on whit meafures would be beft to take in the 
prefentcriCs of his affairs. Affud Khan replied, that as his lofs was 
great, and the troops difpirited, it would be proper to retreat for the 
prefent to Beejapore, and lay afide thoughts of revenge on the roy 
of Beejanuggur, till he could ftrengthen himfelf by alliances .with 
Nizam Shaw, and remove his natural enemy Ameer Bereed from his 
borders ; after which, the puniftiment of the infidels might be ealily 
effedled. The fultan, approving the advice, matched from the 
Kiftnah to Beejapore, and conferring the dignity of ’ fippeh iallar on 
Affud Khan, added feveral diftridts to his jaghire, and made hun his 
principal advifer in all important affairs. 

Syed Ahmed Herraee, who had formerly been fent as ambaffador 
from the fultan f o the emperor of Perfia, was now difpatched in that 

capacity 

. • Commander in chief. 
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c.\]vacity to Ahnicdiraggur, to Pcrcnglhcn the bonds of agreement 
with that ftatc j and being met near the city l)y Shaw Tahir and all 
the principril jiobility, was introduced to fullaii Booralian Nizam 
- Shaw, and received with great fivoiirs. When letters and civilities 
had been repeatedly intcrcltangcd by the two fultans, an interview 
was fixed upon, and accordingly they met at tlic towii of Sholapore. 
Booralian Nizam Shaw having aflccd in marriage the ftflcr of Ifmaeel 
Adil Shatt', and the latter agreeing to grant his requefh, nuptial feRi-^ 
vals were prepared, the princefs Mancm was cipoufed to liim, and 
the ceremonies of marriage concluded with great pomp and mag- 
nificence. Prefents of valuable curiofities, elephants, and horfes, 
were given by both kings ; and the royal rejoicings for the accom- 
plifliment of the alliance continued the whole month of Rejib, of the 
year 930 ; after wJiich the royal brothers took leave, and returned 
each to the capital of.his own dominions. 


It is related, that it was ftipnlatcd in the treaty of alliance that 
Ifmaeel Adil Shaw fliould give up, as the marriage portion of his 
fiflcr, to Boorahan Nizam Sliaw, the fort of SJioIapore with its five 
diftriais, taken by the late regent from Zien ICIian ; but that this 
article he delayed to perform, and Boorahan Shaw for feme time took 
no notice of the breach of treaty ; but having the next year fecured 
the affiftance of Ummad Sliaw, fultan of Berar, and Ameer Bereed, 
regent of Bieder, he marched to beiiege Sholapore, and feize the 
ceded pergunnahs, wdth forty tiioufand horfe. 


* Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having colledled ten thoufand foreign cavalry, 
moved to oppofe the invafion ; and both' armies lay forty days 
between the forts of Sholapore and Nuldirruk, at the diftance of four 
miles from each other, without coming to adlion. Three thoufand 
foreign archers of Adil Shaw exerted themfelves daily in hovering 
round the enemy’s camp, and cutting off fupplies of provikons ; in 
which,' and haraffing the foraging parties, they were very fuccefsful. 

H h Khajeh 
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Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, governor -of Porundeh,' Vexed at this dif- 
grace and the inadlivity of Nizam Shaw, without orders feparated 
from the camp with four thoufand feled: Dekkanee cavalry, , refolved 
to furprize the archers. Tihe following evening, the archers, after 
a fatiguing excurfion round the enemy’s camp,' had chofen their 
poll for the night on the banks of a rivulet j and having picketted 
their’horfes, were unarming, and waiting for their fervants to drefs 
their vidiuals, unfufpedting any attack. The night had juft fliut in, 
when Khajeh Jehaun arrived near, but was perceived at a little 
diftance from the outpofts, by one of the foldiers, whu had_gone in 
front on fome occafion. He immediately ran back and gave the 
alarm j upon which the archers took to their horfcs," but before they 
could all mount, Khajeh Jehaun charged, and killed about three 
hundred. The reft made their efcape,- by the fwiftnefs of their 
horfes, and the Dekkanees returning from purfuif to the Ipot on 
which the archers had been encamped, difmounted, and employed 
themfelves in plunder and eating the viftuals; which had been left in 
the pots on the fires. The archers, when they had rode out of dan« 
ger of purfuit, rallied; and. judging the Dekkanees would be off 
their guard, refolved to furprize the camp of Nizam Shaw. They 
accordingly moved, and the centinels, taking tliem for Khajeh 
Jehaun’s detachment returning to camp, which was alfo the, cafe, let 
them pafs. The archers, letting ily a Ihower of arrows, wounded 
Khajeh Jehaun, who fled with his followers into the camp. The 
archers purfued, and made great Daughter in their way to the tents of 
Nizam Shaw. A ftrange confufion now prevailed, friends could not 
be diftinguUhed from foes, and the archers, when -fatiated -with 
Daughter and plunder, retired with very little lofs. Early in the 
morning, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw advanced to give battle to the enemy, 
not recovered fully from the night’s alarm. .Nizam Shaw and Um- 
mad Shaw drew up tlieir line in great diforder and precipitation,- but 
could not long ftand againft the fierce attack xif the Beejapore troops. 
Umraad Shaw, being charged by Aflud Khan, fled from the field 

almoft 
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almoft without making any oppolition, and did not halt, except at 
night, till he had reached his fort of ICaweel in Berar. Nizam Shaw 
being joined, as he was on the point of giving way, by Ameer 
Bereed, with. fix thoufand horfe, ail frefli, continued to oppofe for 
fome time longer. At laft Kooldi Aga and Ifmaeel Aga, Turkifh 
chiefs, with two thoufand liorle, gained the enemy’s rear, and AfTud 
Khan attacked the right wing at tlie fame time. This confufed the 
enemy much j and Boorahan Nizam Shaw, overcome by the weight 
of his armour, was near falling from his horfe through faintnefsj 
upon wliich, fome Turkifh flaves, feeing his condition, led him fx'om 
tlie field, and the route of his army immediately became . general. 
About tliree thoufand men were (lain in the purfuit, and the royal 
flandard of Nizam Shaw fell into the hands of AfTud Khan. Forty 
elephants, with' many pieces of cannon, and all the tents and baggage, 
became the prize of the vidlors. • Many principal officers and nobles, 
feU on the fide of the vanquiflied. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, after his 
victory, returned in triumph to Beejapore, where he made rejoicings 
for a month together,- and conferred rewards and magnificent drefies 
on his nobility. He gave AfTud Khan five large and fix fmall ele- 
phants, taken from Nizam Shaw, and doubled the pay of every 
foldier in his army. To enable him to bear this expenfe, he divided 
all the lands appropriated for the fupport of the royal haram among 
his officers, and alfo half the duties of all his forts. Being one day 
told that forhe officers were flili unprovided for, and the minifters, in 
anfwer to his .injundlions to fatisfy them, obferving, that the treafury 
could not maintain To many troops on thp^flablifhed pay, he afked, 
what number of farms were colledled under the heads of his wardrobe 
and kitchen ? It was anfwered,* four and twenty. Upon which he 
commanded half to be divided i to - the troops, faying, • ’that it was 
better he fhould fuffer fome iiiconveniences, than they have reafon to 
complain. 


H h 2 
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In the year 935, Nizam Shavr, with Ameer Bereed, again in- 
vaded the territories of Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, againft- the ftrongefl. 
remonilrances of his own minifters. He was ' completely defeated, 
within twenty cofs of Beejapore, by Affiid Khan, when Khajeh 
Jehaun, and feveral officers of -the firil diftindtion, were takea 
prifoners in. the adtion. Affud Khan purfued the fugitives as far as 
Porundeh, and took, much baggage and twenty elephants, among 
which was that which carried the throne of Nizam Shaw. Ifmaeel 
Add Shaw gave him all the elephants, except one named AllehBukfh, 
or the gift of God, and honoured him with the title of fon in all his 
lirmauns. The fultan, by his advice, this year gave his filler Khadi- 
jah Sultana to Alla ad Dien Ummad Shaw of Berar } and” the two 
fultans had a meeting in the town of Oorjaan to celebrate the nup- 
tials j after which they took leave of each other with mutual prefents 
and profeffions of regard and fupport. 

.This year alfo, fultan Bahadur of Guzarat invading the territories 
of Nizam Shaw, Ifmaeel Add Shaw fent ‘ ten lacks of oons and fix 
thoufand horfe to affift the latter, in conjuniftion with Ameer Bereed. 
Thefe troops, after the retreat of fultan Bahadur, returning to Beeja- 
pore, informed their fovereign, that Ameer Bereed had endeavoured 
to covrapt their hdehty , avA prevail on them, to join, him in. nn attack, 
on Beejapore, promifing to reward them with a fliare of territory. 
Ifmaeel Add Shaw, jullly provoked, refolved to punilhhis treacheiyj 
and in the year 936 fent intelligent ambaffadors to Nrzam Shaw, 
complaining that Ameer Bereed had frequently conlpired againft his 
family, and more than once induced his enemies to invade his do- 
minions; which treachery he had as yet declined punilhing, but 
that now he had refolved to requite his behaviour, led to it by botli 
religious and political arguments ; for. to life the wolf with gentle- 
nefs, or the fnake with favour, was contraiy to the didlates of tviC- 
dom. He obferved, that if Nizam Shaw, out of regard to their 

conneflion 
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fcoimeftion and friendfldp, would remain neutral, he would in a Ihort 
time give him a full retribution for . his evil- deeds. ^Nizam Shaw, 
who lay under obligations to the fultan for his late fuccours, ac- 
quiefced in all his defires ; obfemng, that whatever he wiflied to 
effea would undoubtedly be pleafmg to his friends. The ambalTa- 
dors returned with this anfwer, and Ifmaeel Adil Shaw immediately 
prepared for his intended expedition. 

The fultan having formed an army of ten thoufand cavalry,- con- 
filling of -Arabians, Perfians, Turks, Ulbeks, Koords, and other 
foreigners, whom his liberality had bound to his interell, inarched 
towards Ahmedabad. On his approach. Ameer Bereed, who was 
very old and infirm, by the advice of Heemaje, a bramm, his 
minifter, committed ■ the citadel of Bieder to the charge of Ah 
Bereed, his eldeft fon, and the reft of his family, going himfelf to 
refide at the fortrefs of Oudegur. 


Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, upon his arrival before Ahmedabad, blocked 
up the city on all fides; but the garrifon made repeated fallies, and, 
bLg nearly equal in numbers to the befiegers, greatly retarded their 
operations, and at length the' fons of Ameer Bereed, with five diou- 
fand horfe, came out of the city, refolved, as the Beejapqreans were 
only archers, to charge upon, them covered with Ihiel^, and cut- 
them to pieces ' in dole combat, with the fwords of the Dekkaneesj 
but Ifmaeer Adil -Shaw, who hadforefeen fuch an attack, had pro- 
vided three thoufand cavalry, expert in the ufe of the fabre, and both 
men and horfes covered with iron armour, under the command of 
Syed Houlfein, an Arab chief ' of great reputation. A very fevere 
' aiftion enfued on the plain before the gate-of the bramin fuburb, and 
foreigners and Dekkanees both difplayed the liigbeft examples o 
valour in rivalry of each other. * Adil Shaw, in fpite of the remon- 
.flrances of .Affud Khan, engaged in tlie adlion, and killed two bro- 
thers of Ameer Bereed, who had attacked him in fingle combat. 

Both 
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Bot5i armies were loud in the praifes of the'fultan’s valour, and his own 
officers, alighting from their horfcs, killed his ftirrup. At' this inftant, 
four large bodies of troops were feen upon the right, which appeared 
about four thoufand. AITud Khan fent off one of his attendants, named 
Goderz, to learn who they were, with forty horfe. It proved .that they 
were' four thoufand horfe detached by fultan Koollee for the affiftance 
of Ameer Bereed. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw ordered Affud Khan to oppolfc 
them, and prepared to engage the troops of Ali Bereed himfelf; 
when Syed Houffein Arab earnertly requefted to be honoured with 
that charge, and obferved, that the fultan fhould not too much ex- 
pofe his perfon. The fultan, moved by his remonffrances, confented 
to his requeft, and prcfented him with his own fword, yet reeking 
with the blood of his enemies. Both generals, were fuccefsful, and 
the troops of the allies, after lofing about , five hundred men each, 
fled in diforder, leaving the field of viftory to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw., 
Affud Khan in this battle gained great honour, as, after driving off 
the four thoufand Telinganees of Koottub Shaw, he came to the 
affiftance of Syed Houffein. On this account, wheh the fultan after 
the viftory difmounted upon an eminence to thank his officers, he 
honoured Affud Khan above all the reft, by clafping him in his em- 
brace. To Syed Houffein he gave the horfe he had rode in the adtion. 
Two fons of Ameer Bereed, and Gufthum Beg, commander of the 
Koottub Shawee auxiliaries, were llain. 

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw now blockaded the city clofer than before 
and Ameer Bereed, being reduced to great diftrefs, wrote to Um- 
mad Shaw, earneftly requefting him to come and mediate a peace 
for him j upon which he, witliout repairing to Oudegitr, came and 
encamped within a mile of the fultan. Ifmaeel Add Shaw went to 
viffthim with'his principal nobility, and Ummad Shaw, .after con- 
gratulations on tlie late fuccefs, declared,, that he had marched 
merely for the purpofe of Iharing in his viftories, but that he hoped 
to be able to obtain his forgivenefs of the faults of Ameer B^eed. 

The 
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The fultati replied, that Bereed had done his' family more injuries 
than could be enumerated, and that in this war many -gallant men 
had fallen, who had great claims to his efleem ; therefore he wifhed 
not to hear of peace, till their lofs was fully revenged on the infidious 
enemy. Ummad Shaw, feeing his refolution firm, did not prefs 
him farther j and the two princes, after fpending a week together 
in feftivit}*, parted. Ameer Bereed now left Oudegur, and travelling 
with great expedition, came to the camp of Ummad Shaw, entreat- 
ing him to procure peace for him ; but being informed no other 
offer than tlie furrender of the city would be liflened to by Iflnaeel 
-Adil Shaw'-, he retired in difgufl to his own camp, near that of Um- 
mad Shaw j and to relax his cares engaged in drinking and mufic. 
His troops alfb, fatigued with long marches, were carelefs of duty, 
and even the outpofts lay down to deep, not dreading any danger j 
while majiy, following the example, of their chief, had recourfe to 
wine to drown their forrows, ' 

/ 

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having: heard of the arrival of Ameer Bereed, 
ordered Affud IClian, with feveral chiefs and two thoufand chofen 
horfe, to furprize his camp. Affud Khan prepared the troops, as if 
'to relieve thofe at the trenches 3 but when he had got without the 
camp made known his intentions, and proceeded as filently as poflible 
towards the tents of the enemy. Being arrived clofe to the outpofls, 
and hearing not the fmallefl noife or challenge, he ordered his troops 
to flop and obferve the ftridlefl filence, fending fpies to learn the fitu- 
ation of the enemy 5 'who foon returning, declared, that they had 
advanced uninterrupted to the tents of Ameer Bereed, where the few 
on guard were all alleep. To prove their affertions they prefented 
fome turbans and fabfes they had flolen from tliem. Affud Khan 
then ordering his troops to remain in profound filence, on the borders 
of the camp for his further orders, advanced himfelf, with twenty 
five horfemen and a few foot, through the fleeping enemy to the 
teiits of Ameer Bereed. Here he faw the guards lying about in 

flrange 
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flrange poftures, fnoring amid the broken velTels of liquor. Affiid 
Klian, thinking it ungenerous to murder them in fuch an helplefs 
condition, ordered fome footmen with drawn fabres 'to Hand over 
them, in cafe any Ihould awake, to prevent them giving the alarm. 
He then difmounted, and entered the tents with fome part of his fol- 
lowers, hoping to take Ameer Bereed alive, but if he could not, in- 
tending to put him to death, and cany his head to the fultan. Thofe 
within he found as faft afleep as their friends without. Ameer 
Bereed lay fenlelefs on a bed, round which the dancers and fingers, 
male and female, were jumbled together in flrange poftures, amid 
their own filth, broken veifels, and fpilt liquors, fnoring in concert. 
Afliid Khan obferved, that to murder fuch perfons was ungenerous, 
therefore it would be more glorious to carry their chief alive on' his 
bed to the fultan, without injuring any of his followers. The bed of 
this old, experienced, and wily minifle'r, was then lifted up by tlie 
attendants of Aflud Khan, who was moving out of the tents with his 
prize, when one of the lamp-men, called deotees in Dekkan, and 
who have the body watch of tlie chief at night, awaking, 'was 
going to ciy out, but Alfud Khan clapped ’his hands timely on his 
mouth, and his people llrangled him ; after which he reached his 
troops on the border of the camp without accident. He then repre-- 
fented to them, that as their chief end was obtained, it was better to 
defifl from farther enterprize, as in the darknefs of the night the 
Hindoo could not be diftinguilhed from the mufiulmaun ; and Confe. 
quently many of the faithful muibbe flain, which he wifhed to avoid. 
All the detachment approved of his generoCty, and Aifud Khan 
moved towards the royal camp, carrying his prifoner on his bed in 
jocofe triumph. Ameer Bereed awaking on the road, and finding 
himfelf in motion, thought he was among evil fpirits, or genii, and 
began to ciy out in terror to God for relief from enchantments ; but 
A/Tud Khan told him who he was, and after relating his exploit at 
large, upbraided him with his imprudence; obferving, that lor a 
reverend old man, experienced as he was in the arts of government, 

to 
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to have fufTered liiinfelf to be intoxicated fo near an enemy, was 
highly derogatory to his charadter and wifdom. Ameer Bereed, as 
he was covered with ilaame and forrow, returned no anfwer; but 
Adud Khan, defiring him to be comforted, afTured hirn of his in- 
fluence with the fultan to procure kind treatment and forgivenefs. 

The detachment arriving at the royal camp, Aflud Khan without 
delay prefented his important prize to the fultan, who was oveijoyed 
at the poflefTion of his enemy, whom he afked. How, with fuch art 
and cunning as he had difplayed in a long life, he could fall into fuch 
a fnare ? Ameer Bereed faid. Fate and providence had thus decreed ; 
therefore to queflion him on the fubjedl was ufelefs, as he could give 
no fatisfaftory anfwer. The fultan then delivered him over to Afliid 
Khan, whom he ordered to bring him to the Durbar in the morning. 

Ifmaeel Adil Shaw in the morning, being feated on his throne in 
full court. Ameer Bereed was placed oppofite to him, with his head 
bare, and his hands tied behind his back, ' expofed to a hot fun. 
When he had flood for two hours in this manner, the fultan gave 
orders for his being put to death, and an executioner advanced to do- 
his duty with a drawn fcymetar. Ameer Bereed, feeing his danger- 
ous fituation, now opened his lips to- entreaty ; faying, that undoubt- 
edly he had been guilty .of many infults to the fultan* and his late 
father of bleffed memory, and was confcious of deferving death at his 
hands j but the fultan could forget his crimes, and fuffer him to 
live and repent, he would furrender to him the city of Ahmedabad, 
with the fortrefs of Bieder, whofe battlements the ladders of royal 
ability had never, yet foaled ; and alfo all the treafures and eflefls of 
-the royal family of Bhamenee. “ - ' . . 

The king having confented to mercy on this condition. Ameer 
Bereed difpatched one of his attendants to his fbns, acquainting them 
. with his fituation and the agreement he had made. They returned 

I i ' for 
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for anfwer, that as he was very old, ar?d the fun of his exiftence near 
fetting, to furrender fueh a fortrefs for a few remaining days of Ide 
would be unbecoming his charaaer or their own intereft. Their 
intention in this melfage was only to gam time, in hopes ofaffiftance 
from their aUies, for tliey fent out privately an intelligent perfon with 
inftruaions to make terms of furrender, thould their father be in real 
danger. Ameer Bereed knew this, and with much art complained of 
the cruel neglea of his fonsj but Ifmaeel Add Shaw, who fufpeaed 
the fcheme, without delay ordered him to be thrown before a vicious 
elephant, refolved to punilh his treacheiy, and truft for gainine the 
city an aflault of his troops. Bereed had again recourfe to entreaty 
begging that he might be carried before a certain tower of the fort 
that his fans might behold his mifery, and be moved to five his life 
byfurrender. This was done accordingly, and the fons, feeing no 
ather means but fubmiffion to procure the fafety of their 
offered to refign the city and fortrefs, on condidon that they and 
dieir women Ihould be allowed to depart with the clothes o/theh 
aerfons without fearch. Their demand being agreed to, theyJoS 
hemfelves and women as heavdy as they could bear with the 
ible ornaments and robes of the royal family of Bhamenee, and with 
their followers retired unmolefted to the fortrefs of Oudegur. 

Affiid Khannowenteredthe city, with fome chofen troODS to‘ ' 

irevent plunder, and colleet the treafures and effbas belonnino- tn’il, 
■anquilhed. Ifmaeel Add Shaw at a lucky inS, Sj 
he prmces and nobdity on foot from thegate of ty to tJe nsf 
•ntered the grand hall of audience, and afcended thTfk ’ 

Ihamenee fultans. Having given God thank.! c o^the 

« dirp..h,d s. r,. mXS.S 
n“r^d‘irm til" ®ffeIeelmetT'‘' “f o' 

nd the ttvo kings then fat down togethe'rTone mE^' 


The 


FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN.. 

. ' The treafures of the fort were now laid before them. * Ten lackS' 
of oons, valuable jewels, gold and hlver plate, magnificent china,- 
and rich effedls innumerable were found, and the fultan defired Um^ 
mad Shaw to take whatever he chofe. To avoid the fcandal of hav- 
ing poffefled himfelf of the riches of tlie Bhamenee family, he divided 
every tiling into prefents to the furroundihg powers and to his own 
army, not keeping a fingle coin for himfelf. He entrufted fifty 
thoufand oons to Syed Ali Ukheel, a perfon celebrated Tor learning 
and integrity, to be diflributed in charity to the poor inhabitants of 
Nujiff, Kerballa, and Mefliid, and gave fifty thoufand to Syed 
Ahmed Herraee, to be bellowed on the deferving in his own domini- 
ons. He then defired the poet Molana Shied Koommi to ^go to the 
treafuiy and take as much gold aa he could lift ; but the poet, who 
was, very ill and infirm, obferving, that when he firfl came to his 
Court he was as flrong again as at prefent, the fultan defired him to 
take as much as he could carry away at two attempts, laughing at his 
ready invention : and the poet 'flill defiring to wait till he fhould re- 
cover, before he made the effort, the fultan repeated the following 
verfe^ There is' danger in delay, and it hurts the petitioner.”. The 
poet made fiiift to lift'at twice as many bags as contained twenty five 
thoufand oons, and the fultan being told the amount by his treafuret, 
replied. The molana fpoke truth ih complaining of his, weaknefs. 
He then, ^declaring that he would not rife till he had difpofed of all 
the plunder,- corhmanded Aflud -Klian to make a divifion- among the 
troops j which was effedled in fuch a jufl manner, that every perfon 
was contented with his fhare. 

Ummad Shaw.now again requefled his parddri for Ameer Bereed j 
and. the fultan confented' to receive him among his amfas, upon 
Aflud Khan's becoming, pledge for his' fidelity. He, had Kalle^n, 
Oudegur, and other pergunnahs out of the colledion of the^ city lands, 

^ • li. 2' ■ ' ■ ■ . allotted 

' / ' jr ' ' 

* Three hundred thoufand pounds and upwards. • - 

^ Nearfy ten thoufand pounds. . . ' > 
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allotted for his Jaghire, on condition of attending the fultan with three- 
thoufand horfe on his expedition to Roijore. The fultan a week' 
after put his army in motion, attended by Ummad Shaw and Ameer 
Bereed with their forces; and the affairs of Beejanuggur being in 
confufion, owing to the death of Heemraaje, -who was newly luc- 
ceeded by his fon Ramraaje, againft whom rebellions had arifen by 
feveral roies, met with no interruption to his arms. Rotjore and 
Mudkul were taken, after a liege of three months, by capitulation, 
after they had been in polfelfion of the infidels for feventeen years. 

Ilmaeel Adil Shaw, who had vowed to refrain from wine till the 
reduftionof thefe fortreffes, at the requeftofhis nobility now made a 
Iplendid feftival, at which he drank wine and gave a full loofe to 
mirth and pleafure. Ummad Shaw and Ameer Bereed partook of 
the banquet, and AlTud Khap was alfo admitted to fit and drink out of 
the fame cup with his prince, who helped him, and received wine in" 
return from his hands. At his requeft, fifteen hundred captives 
were releafed, and received prefcnts of Icarlet caps and vefts. Many 
of them chofe to remain in his fervice, which the fultan permitted. 
At this feftival alfo, the fultan promifed on his return to Beejapore, to. 
give Ameer Bereed the government of Ahmedabad Bieder. The 
camp continued in conftant rejoicings for a whole month, and 
Moolla Ibrahim Isferanee wrote a poem of a thoufand verfcs defciip- 
tive of them. As intelligence arrived that fultan Bahadur of Guzarat 
was preparing to invade Dekkan, Ifmaeel Add Shaw, having dif- 
mifled Ummad Shaw to his capital, returned in triunqih to Beeja- 
pore, and agreed to return the'city of Ahmedabad, fix months after 
Ameer Bereed Ihould relign to him the forts of Kallean and Carida- 
har ; giving him leave to go and prepare for the exchange. It is 
related, that in this expedition the fultan, being one day entertained 
by Ummad Shaw, was prefented with feveral trays of valuable-' 
jewels, which were prefled upon him againft his inclination. The 
fultan a few days afterwards invited him to -a banquet, and upon 

Ummad. 
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Ummad Shaw’s rifing-to go, drew up twelve thoufahd of his. foreign, : 
cavalry before him, obferving, that they' were the . jewels . he ‘ had 
acquired during his reign, and he might take his choice of a number 
from among them. - Ummad Shaw praifed his obfervation, and faid 
with a %h, had he taken care to acquire fuch jewels, he.fliould not 
have loft, his fortrefs of Mahore. ‘ 

In the year 938, Ameer Bereed having neglected to fend the keys 
of the fbrtreftes of Kallean andCandahar, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw refolyed 
to reduce them by force, and. fent his tents with one of his fdns out 
of.Beejapore to prepare for march.* Ameer Bereed' applied for affift- 
ance to Boorahan Nizam Shaw ; who fent amballadors to Beejapore, 
to reprefent, that as Bereed had lately done him great feryiceSj he 
wifhed lie would lay afide his enmity againft him^ which iwould- 
oblige his 'friend. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw obferved in anfwer, that on; 
Boorahan Shaw’s attack of Mahore, he had never interfered with 
requeftsy and to oblige him had refrained going againft Goa ; that as 
it was the cool feafon, and he did not chufe to remain at home,. he> 
fho'uld make a tour of his dominions, and particularly vHit Sholapore 
and Nuldirruk; therefore he hoped Boorahan Shaw would- iffiie 
orders to his amras on that frontier not to be alarnied or conceive 
imaginary terrors., Boorahan Nizam Shaw, being perfedly ealy from 
apprehenfions on the lide. oh Guzarat and Berar, replied, to: Ifmaeel 
Adil Shaw, that he would' do well; not to depart froni his defire, and 
efteem remaining unmolefted at home as the luckieft event for his. 
mterefti. . ; : ^ , . , . ' 

- : Ifrhaeel Adil Shaw> . who had marched from Beejapore, received , 
this mefiage at Bahmen Ali, - while 'at evening prayers f after which; 
he moved with only four hundred horfe. and forty . foot, and reached^ 
the river flowing under Nuldirruk before evening prayer the mext day. - 
HC;then .difmifled the /ambafiadors of Nizam Shaw? telling them,-; 
he had performed every_ office incumbent - on friendfhip, : and fhduM^^^^ 

_ '■ • ■ ' ■ ■ ■ '■■■■' . - ' ■■ now 
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now wait for his royal brother to come,^ as he had done repeatedly 
before, and amufe himfelf with a view of the tempefhjouS fea of 


Boorahan Nizam Shaw did not refufe the invitation ; but & con- 
junftion with Ameer Bereed, marched fpeedily, witli twenty Bve 
thoufand horfe and a great train of artilleo? to the frontiers of Beeia- 
pore. Ifmaeel Adil Shaw left the difpofition of his army to Afliid 
Khan, who formed all the fons of foreigners, and Raajepoots' into one 
body, as a light corps, under command of SunjirjKhan, fon of 
Mirza Jehangeer Koomi, obferving,, that their fathers 'were moftly 
old, fo that this was a day for the fons to fliew their aftivity JJe 
took, as ufual, command of the right wing, leavings the left to 
Mufepha Aga,. Seconder Aga, and Khoofh Kuldee, , Turkilh amtav 
of diftmguilhed abdities- The.center was commanded by the fultan 
inperfon, who joined as foon as the line was formed. When the 
umbrefla, ftandard, and flags of the enemy, which were formerly 
white, appeared green, the fultan alked the caufe, add was told they' 
were given to Boorahan Nizam Shaw by fultan Bahadur of Guzarat 
While he was fpeaking, the light corps began to engage. -Ifmaeel 
Adil Shaw, upon this, advanced brilkly with his whole line, and an> 
enpgement enfued, fo well fupported, that vifloiy ,hung on the 
balance between both parties for fome time. At length IChoorfheed 
Khan, commander in chief of the Nizam Shawee army, beiny 
killed, his troops fled in the utmoft diforder Boorahan ® 

and canriedhim from’the field wifh Ae 
to collea, Ac fcattered^'* capital of ^ednuggur, without waiting 

' Taifed 
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taifed to the rank of nobility, in reward for their fcrvices. - This was ' 
the laft cohteft between Ifmaeel Adil Shaw and Boorahaa Nizam 
Shaw. An alliance was formed ^etween the two fultans, who had ' 
an interview on their frontiers, in which it was agreed that the former 
fliould have full right to reduce the country of Koottub Shaw, and 
the latter to add Berar to his poffeffions,. 

In confequence • of this agreement, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, , in the 
year 940, having brought over Ameer Bereed' to join him, marched A.D. 
into Telingana, and laid fiege ^to Kowilcondah, one of the capital 
fbrtreJfies on the frontiers of that kingdom. When he had nearly 
reduced it to furrender, he was taken ill of a violent fever which 
obliged him to take to ' his bed. Finding his difbrder encreafe, the ‘ 
fultan fent for Affud Khan and Ameer Bereed, who were detached 
to lay wafte the country of Telingana, and expreffed his defire that 
they fliould continue the fiege, while he retired to Koplburga for^ 
change of air, till his recovery fliould enable him to rejoin his‘army6 
It was accordingly fixed that the fultan fliould begin his journey the 
next morning in a palanquin } but, before day, a fevere fit returned, . 
and joined him to the eled: on the fixteenth of Suffir, 941, after a 

glorious reign of twenty five years. 

•* \ - 

Affud Khan having embalmed the royal corpfe, placed it in a 
clofe litter, and fent it privately to Kookee. He concealed the fiil- 
tan’s death for two days ; at the end of which he communicated' the 
fatal event to Ameer Bereed and all the principal nobility, whom he 
advifed, to avoid difputes between the tvv^o young princes, fqns of the 
deceafed, in an enemy’s country, to raife the fiege of Kowilcondah, 
and defer fettling the fucceflion till their arrival at Koolburga, where 
they nught 'feek infpiration to dired; their choice at the tomb of the 
bleffed “ Syed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz, who lay buried near’ that 
city. All the amras approving the advice, both the princes, with 

' ' ^ Affud 

* A celebrated muflulmaun devotee. 
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Affud Khan at the head of the army, began their march horn 
Kowilcondah. 

Ameer Syed Herraee relates, that Ifmaeel Adil Shaw was pni- 
-dent, patient, and liberal. He did not jealoully inlpedl the payments 
and receipts of his treafury. He was generous, ibnd of forgiving 
criminals, never liftening to Hander. He never ufed paffionate lan- 
guage. He had much wifdom, added to a found and penetrating 
judgment. He was a complete artift in painting, varnilhing, mak- 
ing arrows and laddie cloths. In mulic and poetiy he excelled moll 
of his age. He was fond of the company of learned men and poets, 
numbers of 'whom were elegantly fupported at his court. He was 
delighted with repartee in converiation, and had a great fund of 
humour, which he often employed among his courtiers.' No other 
fultan of Dekkan ever equalled him in the ftrength and wit of his 
remarks. He was fonder of the Turkifli and Perlian manners, 
mufic, and language, than the Dekkanee, which he feldom ufed. 
This partiality was owing to his being kept -whde young under the ' 
tuition of his aunt Dillhaad Aggeh, who by defire of his father kept 
him as much as poffible from the company of Dekkanees, To that he 
had little relifh for the people or their manners. He was buried at 
JCookee, near his father Eufuff Adil Shaw. 


SULTAN 
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MULLOO ADIL SHAW BEEJAPOREE, 


"When fultaia Ifmaeel Adil Shaw was about to take his departure 
from this temporary maniion of care, he addrefled Aflud Khan, ob-* 
ferving, that although he feared his eldeft fony MuUoo Klian, had 
not abilities; to govern, -yet paternal aifedlion led him to wilh' he 


: .might fucceed him, according to birthright. He appointed Affud 
Khan regent of the kingdom, with the fulled: powers, and iriftmc- 
' tions to edabliih the 'prince in conjuring him to 

, r&airi ftedfaft in loyalty to him, -as he had' full reliance on his 
abilities to balance the folly and imprudence of his fon.' 


. Sultan Ibrahim, the youngeft fon, had long entertained ambition 
of the throne, and had brought over many of the nobility to his 
intereft; fo that at their father's death, the brothers were near com- 
ing to open war, though in an enemy's country, and carrying on the 
iiege of Kowilcondah. Koottub Shaw, learning the dilputes of the 
' brothers, thought them favourable to his caufe, and commanded his 
troops to hover round the camp and Hop fupplies of provilions 3 alfo 
to cut off the ears and nofes of their prifoners, and then let them go, 

- to terrify , their fellows by fhewing their miferable conditions. All 

- amras being engaged in one party or other, none would lead 
detachments againd; tlie- enemy, left advantage ihould be taken by 
their rivals of their abfence 3 and the camp followers, after having 
fuffered by the attacjks of the Telingas, refrained from bringing in 

' K k forage 
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forage or grain, fo that fatnine &on began to rage in the camp, and 
difcontent and dread feized the whole army. Affud Khan, who was 
refpedted by all ranks, finding the diforders daily encreafing, refolved 
to put an end to them by the exercife of his authority. ^He firft put 
to death fome evil minded perlbns who had excited the princes to 
enmity, and confined others. , Then Mlling together all the amras, 
he ftriaiy forbad them to vlfit either of the princes, and attend him, 
as ufual during the life of the fultan, at the audience tents, that they 
"might condudfpublick affairs till a lucky inftant fliould arrive for feat- 
ing one or other of the princes on the throne. Both the princes and 
the whole army approved of the orders of Affud Khan, and agreed to 
acquiefce in his determination. The regent now detached a force 
to diilodge the Telingas from the vicinity of the camp, and placed 
ftrong guards of his own dependants over the princes, informing 
them, that the aftrologers had unanimoufly declared ten days muff yet 
pafs before an inftant favourable for acceHion to the throne would 
arrive, and that it was his opinion, remaining fo much longer in an 
enemy’s country would be imprudent ; therefore he advifed the im- 
mediate march of the army to Koolburga, where they might invoke 
the bleffed fpirit of Syed Mahummud Geefoo-derauz to influence 
the inauguration. 

The princes conlenting to follow his advice from neceffity, the 
fiege of Kowilcondah was raifed without delay, and the army moved 
to Koolburga, where Affud Khan confultQd with the principal 
ladies of the haram of his late fovereign and the nobility on the choice 
of a king. Moft of them being of opinion that his laft will Ihould be 
followed, he acquiefced; and confining fultan Ibrahim, to prevent 
difturbances, placed MuUoo Adil Shaw on the throne, who was 
immediately acknowledged by the nobility and army. Affud 
Khan, on his return to Beejapore, being dilgufted at the behaviour of 
the new fultan, gave up fultan Ibrahim to the care of his grand- 
. mother, Boobqjee Khatoon, and refigning his employment at court, 

retired 
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retired to his jaghire of Balgoan, with all his family. Mean Ifmaeel 
Dekkanee was raifed to the office of prime minifter in'his diead. 

Sultan Mulloo, now left without a check on his inclinations, 
gave Iiimfeif up to the pleafures of wine, mufic, dancing, and low 
vices ; in gratifying which he Ipent the whole of his time, leaving 
the direction of affairs to his abandoned favourites. He foon became 
dilguilful to all the' worthy part of his fubjedls, whofe children, if 
tliey pleafed him, he .feized by force, and dragged to his palace for 
fliameful purpofes. At length he demanded the fon of Eufuff Khan, 
a nobleman of high rank among the Turkifh officers, who Ipurning 
at the tyrannical order, the anger of the fultan was raifed, and he 
fent guards witli orders, if Eufuff refufed complying with his de-^ 
mands, to bring him his head. ’ The Turk beat off the royal lyco- 
phants, and the fame day retired, in fpite of great oppolition, to 
his own jaghire of Kuppore, with all his family and troops. Other 
perfons of honour following his example, left court, and repaired to 
their eftates 3 but the fultan, notwithftanding thefe commotions, did 
not alter his condudl. 

Bopbojee Khatoon, mother to the late king, diigulled at the ful- 
tan’s fhameful vices,, refolved to depofe him, for the eafe of the 
fubjedl and fecurity of government to her family.' She wrote to 
Eufuff Khan, that as Mulloo was unworthy of the throne fhe wifhed 
he would affift in depohng him, and proclaim fultan Ibrahim. 
Eufuff Khan, difpatching one of his friends to Balgoan without 
delay, advifed Affud Khan, that, forced by the tyranny of Mulloo 
Khan, he had fled from Beejapore, and had received fuch orders from 
the dowager queen. Affud Khan in reply obferved, that as the 
behaviour of the fultan was difgufting to all ranks of men, the fafety 
and honour of the flat© required that he fhould follow the advice of 
Boobojee Khatoon without delay. Eufuff Khan now fent back her 
meffengers with affurances of implicit compliance with her com'-- 

K. k 2 " - mands 5 
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rnandsj and Ihortly after, on a day appointed between them, making 
a forced march to Beejapore, fuddenly entered the citadel with two 
hundred friends well armed. Noor Khan, the commander of the 
garrifon, made but little oppofition. Mulloo Khan was feiaed, and 
blinded, by orders of his grandmother, together with his youngcft 
brothers' Ulloo Khan, after an ii^lorious reign of only fix months. 
Sultan Ibrahim was immediately after fcated on the throne, ‘amid the 
acclamations of the nobdily and people. 


SULTAN 
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SULTAN 

ABOU AL NUSSER IBRAHIM 
ADIL SHAW BEEjAPOREEe^^^ 


Ibrahim Adll Shaw/ immediatMy' ^>h his accehiori to the throne, 
rejeding the nariies of the Ifnaurhs' from the^ kHoothah, rdlfored the’ 
exercife of the fooni ceremonies 5 and coinmanded that no perfoA 
iliould wear the fcarlet cap of twelve points’, which had been worn 
by all the troops of his father,, m' imitatioh of the Perfians, He 
entertained Dekkanees in his Jfervipe, arid adniitted only four hiindfed 
'foreigners to remain in his body guard. All the foreign nobility, 
except AlTud Khan Laree, lUioofh Kuldie Aga Roomx, "and Shujahut 
Khan Koord, were degraded. 'Dekkanees ahd' Abyffiniaris Were 
promoted to their offices. All the foreign' trodps being dffimiiTed, but 
four hundred, they entered into' the ferviCCs of different pfirices^ 
Ramraaje of Beejahuggur took three thoufand of them into his- pay, 
gave therh great indulgences, and allowed them to eredt a rhofq[ue 
in their quarters at Beejanuggnr^- He had the korauri placed before' 
liini when, they came tO 'pay their, compliinents, that they rriight 
falute .him without' breach of the ruLs of their feiigioh. ■ 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, ,, by his rrew regulations, obtained an army 
of thirty thoufarid cavali-y,' but' mOfll^ hirelings who rode his' horfes. 

- The Guffoms of Ifrnaeel. Adil Shaw were' totally laid a/ide,- and the 
■ publick accounts, which ha'd^^ kept in- Ferdc, were changed 

^ to 
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toHindooeh, under the management of bramins, who foon acquired 
great influence in the adminiilratioa of government. Afliid Khan 
was ordered to keep Dekkanees in his fervice, and follow the Iboni 
faith. He out of a thoufand foreigners dilcharged fix hundred ; but 
refufing to change his religion, in camp and on his own jaghire pub- 
lickly encouraged tlie fheea ceremonies, and the fultan thought it 
prudent to wink at his difobedience. Ibrahim Adil Shaw the year 
after his acceflion led his army to Beejanuggur, on the requifition 
of the roy j but before the particulars of^he expedition are recited, it 
is neceflary to difplay the caufes which led to it, and give fome 
account of the revolutions of Beejanuggur. 

The government of Beejanuggur had remained in one family, in 
uninterrupted, fucceffion, jfor feven hundred years; when Seoroy 
dying, was fucceeded by his fon, a minor, who did not live long 
after him,> and left the throne to a younger brother. He alfb had 
not long gathered 'the flowers of enjoyment from- the garden of 
royalty, before the cruel fkies, proving their inconftancy, burned up 
the earth of his exiflence with the blafting wind of annihilation. 
Being fucceeded^by an infant, only tljree months old, Heeinraaje, 
one of the principal minifters of the family, celebrated for great wif- 
dom and experience, became foie regent, and was cheerfully obeyed 
by all the nobility , and vaflals of the kingdom for forty years ; 
though, on the arrival of the young king at the age of manhood, he 
had poifoned him, and put an infant of his femily on the throne, in 
order to have a pretence for keeping the regency in his own hands. 
Heemraaje at his death was fucceeded in office by his fon Ramraaje, 
who having married a daughter of the Ion of Seoroy, by that alliance 
greatly added to bis influence and power. By degrees raifing his own 
family to the higheft ranks, and deftroying many of the ancient 
nobility by various intrigues, he at length alpired to reign in his own 
name, and totally extirpate the family of Seoroy. Many of the 
nobility, however, refufing to acknowledge his authority, he, in 
. com- 
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: compliance with their prejudices, placed on the throne an infant of 
the jfemale line, and committed his perfdh to the care of his uncle 
'Hoje;-Termul Roy,; who was not without, a call 6f . .infanity in his 
mind, and from whofe weakriefs he . apprehended no. danger of com- 
petition. - Ramraaje, in the fpace . of five or fix years, . by treachery 
cut off all thofe chiefs who . had declared againft his claim to the 
throne ; and, having left the city of Beejanuggur under charge of a 
{lave whom he had . raifed to high rank, marched with a great army 
againft fome roies of the country of. Malabar, who had withheld their 
trihutes. Thefe he foon reduced, and deprived them of their for- 
treftes ; after which fiiccefs, he moved againft a powerful zemindar 
■to the fouth of Beejanuggur, who held out for fix months without 
the fmalleftimpreffion, though feveral general aOtions were fought. 

Ramraije, having expended all the treafiire of his military cheft, ^ 
wrote to his flave to fend him a: fupply. from Beejanuggur, to "enable 
'him to: continue the war. ^ The flave, on' opening the vaults of the 
■treafuiy, was' overcome with the defire of poffefting fuch immenfe 
wealth as they contained, and irefolved on rebellion, againft his patron. 
'He-fet - at -liberty the young roy; and having procured Hoje.Terniul 
Roy to: embrace his "intereft, affumed the office of minifter, and 
• began to levy! troops. Several tributary roies, who were difgufted 
with Ramraajej, .flew with Ipeed to Beejanuggur to obey their lawful 
■'king ; and in a lliort time thirty thoufand horfe, and vaft hofts of 
foot, ' vv'ere affembled under his ftandard at the city where now, by 
the advice of Hoje Termul Roy, - they put the flave to death, left he 
'fhould repent of his rebellion to Ramraaje. : 

: Ramraaje hearing of this revolt, inftantly patched up a peace with 
. .bis enemy, : and returned towards Beejanuggur ; but being deferted 
by feveral of his firft nobility, who left him on the route to join their 
lawful fovereign, he thought it advifeable at prefent to deflft from 
war, and reft contented Avith his extenfive jagHires. A treaty was 

, accordingly 
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accoi dingly concluded between him, and the young roy,- by which, ho: 
was allowed to remain in independant polTeffion of his conntryj and. 
quiet being now reftoredj the’nobility who had fupported the revoa 
lution, left their fovereign under the care of his uncle Hoje Termul 
Roy, and returned to their feveral diftfiiSs. Not long after this, ihe 
uncle 1 becoming ambitious of royalty, ftrangled his nfephew, .and 
feized the throne of Beejanuggur. As he was of the royal family, 
the nobility, preferring his authority to that of Ramraaje, as the more 
honourable, became fubmiffive and)obedient;,but in alhort time, as 
he governed with tyranny and oppreffion, they became difaffefted, 
and invited Ramraaje to return, and take upon him the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs. 

Hoje Termul Roy having intelligence of the deligns forming 
againft him, difpatched ambaffadors, with a large fum of money and 
many valuable prefents, to Ibrahim Adil Shaw, begging he would 
march to his affiftance j in return for which he would acknowledge ' 
himfelf his tributary, and pay down a fubfidy of ’ three lacks of oons 
for every day that his army fhould march. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, 
tempted by the greatnefs of the offer, and the glory of having the 
5. roy of Beejanuggur for a tributary, ijj the year 94a, by advice of 
Affud Khan, moved from his capital, and arrived at Beejanuggur by- 
regular marches, without oppofition. He was condufted into the 
city by Hoje Termul Roy, who fcated him on the mufnud of the 
raaje, and made rejoicings for feven days. Ramraaje and the con- 
federate nobility now fent letters to the roy, expreffive of fo’rrow for 
their rebellion, and affuring him of their future firm allegiance. 
They reprefented in flrong colours the evil confequences of the 
muffulmauns remaining in the country; that their holy places and 
gods would be defiled and deftroyed, and the children of all ranks of 
people, as in the' times of the Bhamenee fultans, be made cap- \ 
tlves. They fwore, finally, never more to depart from obedience, if 

he 
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he would procure the retreat of the fultan to his own dominions. 
Hoje Termul Rby, thinking he had now no farther ufe for his allies, 
requeued the fultan to return, and paid down ‘'fifty lacks of oons, 
the amount of the fettled fubfidy, befides making prefents to a vaft 
amount ; among them were twelve fine elephants and fome beautiful 
horfes, 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw had not yet recrolTed the ICiftnah, when Ram^ f 
' raaje and the confederates, who had bribed many of the troops in the 
city, broke their newly made vows, and haftened towards Beejanug- 
1 gur, refolved to put the roy to death, on pretence of revenging the 
•murder of his predecefibr. Hoje Termul Roy, feeing he was be- 
trayed, Ihut himfelf up in the palace, and becoming mad from 
dej^air, blinded all the royal elephants and horfes, alfo cutting oif 
their tails, that they might be of no ufe To his enemy. ' All the 
diamonds, rubies, emeralds, other precious Rones, and pearls, which 
had been colledled in a courfe of many ages, he crulhed to powder 
’between ‘heavy millRones, and fcattered them on the ground. He 
then fixed a fword blade into a _pillar of his apartment, arid ran his 
bread: upon, it with fuch force, that it pierced through and came out 
at his back ; thus, putting an end to his exiftence, juft as the gates of 
the palace were opened to his enemies. Ramraaje now became roy 
of Beejanuggur without a rival. . ‘ 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, hearing of this revolution on his arrival at 
Roijore, difpatched Afiud Khan with the greateR part of his army to 
reduce the important fortrefs of Oodnee, which was on' the point of 
furrender, when. Negtaderee, the \ younger brother of Ramraaje, 
marched from Beejanuggur with a great army to relieve it. ARud 
Khan, upon his approach, raifed thp fiege and moved towards him. 

A Riarp engagement enfued, and Afllid Khan, finding that he was 
•'likely to have the worR of the acRion, from the vaR fuperiority in 
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numbers of the enemy, retreated In good , order, „but was followed 
fourteen miles by the viftors, when Jhe encamped j and Negtaderee, 
in order to be ready to barafs the retreat the next day, halted in full 
fecurity at the diftance of. only -two miles from him. jAffud iKhan, 
who had ardently wifhedjfdr foch an event, jtowards th'ejdawn.of day, 
with four thoufand chofen horfe, furprized the camp of Negtaderee, 
whofe felf-confidence had left him wholly off his guard againft fuch a 
' manceuvre. Affud Khan penetrated to .his tents before he received 
tlie alarm, and he had fcarce time ito m?ke his.efoape, Jeavingbis 
treafures,' family, -and elephants, .to the mercy ofthe .viilors. .Whep 
■the eday had ' fully cleared up, Negtaderee icolledled Jiis foattered 
troops, and drew up as if to engage ; but feeing Affud Khan refolute 
to maintain his -advantage, and fearing forjthe .perfonal fafety pf 
'his'wife and children,' he declmed hazarding -a ibattle, ^and, .retiring 
dome miles off, fixed his camp 5 from whence he wrote iRamraaje ap 
account of his difafter, and requefted reinforcements .to .enable ;him 
to repair'it. Ramraaje immediately fent fupplies of men.and money, 
openly declaring his intentions of carrying ondheiwar, but pnvately 
informed his 'brother, that he 'had reafon to imagine Ibrahim Adff 
Shaw had not been led merely of his own will ito beiiege Oodnee j 
that he fulpefted the zemindars df that quarter had.invitedihimitp 
make war, and that many of the nobility with him were.fecretly.in 
his intereft j therefore, he thought he -would aiff prudently hy mak- 
ing peace with the muffulmauns at prefect, and procuring the releafe 
of his wife and fomily from Affud Khan. Negtaderee, in confe- 
quence of the defircs of his brother, having .procured the/mediation 
and influence of Affud Khan, addrelled-the fultanffonpeacej. which 
being granted, and all affairs letfled to the latisfiuffion of both ffates, 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw returned to Beejapore, .with Affud .Khan, and 
the refr of his nobility and army. 

In this expedition, fome malicious .perfons told the fultan that 
Affud Khan had received an immenfc film of money, belides jewels, 

, and 
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atid gold and filver plate to . a great amount, from, Ramraaje, as.a 
prefent for the releafe of his prifoners and mediation of the peace c 
Ibrahim Adil ShaWj inflead of being difpleafed, or coveting the great 
fum faid to have been received, reproved the informers for their dif~ 
honourable proceeding ; faying, He returned God thanks that he had 
a ferv.ant, whom great kings feared fo, as to pay him contributions 
and wear the * Collar of his fubmiffion on their necks. He then, in 
prefence of the informers, called for Aflud Khan, and honoured him 
with a fuit of his own robes, and other diftinguhhing marks, of 
favour ; which confounded his enemies> and for fome time prevented 
their machinations againll him. . - ' . . 

The fultan having On his return to the capital made Aifud Khan 
prime minifter and commahde'r in chief of his armies, added ftill 
more to the envy of his enemies,, who took all opporturiities of hint* 
ing to the fultan, that his influence was growing to a dangerous 
pitch. Though thefe inflnuatiofts had for a long time no effei^, yet • 
at length fome impreflion was made by therh on the royal mind, and 
the fultan, in private, exprefled his wifli to hurnble the;mmifl:er,i 
EufUfF, a cornpanioh of the fultan’s pleafufes/ thinking' .th^ a lit 
inftant to alarm the fears of his mafter, obferved, that' Aflud Khan, 
from a flmilarity of religion, held friendly correlpondence with 
' feoorahafi Nizam Shaw, tO‘ whom he meditated reiigning the fort of 
BalgoaU, and becoming his feryant. This report alarmed Ibrahim, 
and he alked^ his Confidant the - furefl: method of ruining his miniflier.' 

Eufuif advifed that he Ihould invite Aflud Khan to ; court from BaH 
gdan, bn pretehCe of . the ; feftival : of the circumcifioh of the young 
pnhce ; Ali, when, - if he Came, it would be eafy to confine his per- 
. foh, of reduce hiS; authority. ' The fiiltan’s water-cbpler happened to 
he, prefent at this confultation, and. told it iniconfidence yp his .own 
famiry, to their frien'dsi'ro that ih a fliort time die. 

fultan’s difpleafurC at .the-minifl:er becam^^ the topic of coriveriatiGn 
atnong all ranks j- and Afliid Khaii became. on his guard, ? , When the 
; ■ - L 1 2 ... " royal 
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royal order was fent commanding hjm to court,' he ' excnfed himfelf 
from attending, on pretence of illnefs. Attempts were then made to 
cormpt his fervants to poifon him, but all in vain j only ferving ftill 
more to guard him from the elFedts of treachery. At lall: it was de- 
termined, that Eufuff fliould have grants of lands in,the wicinity of 
Balgoan, and retire to them with his dependants,’ to be at hand to 
feize any favourable opportunity that might offer of furprizing the 
minifter. 

' Aflud Khan, who was experienced and cautious, was not to be 
deceived by the arts of his enemies. One day, however, he chanced 
with few attendants to vifit a garden-houfe at fome diftance from 
Balgoan, leaving orders for four hundred horfe to follow him. A 
Ipy of Eufuff ’s, who was ignorant of this order, haftened to inform 
his employer that the minifter had gone out almoft alone, and might 
with eafe be taken prifoner, if he would be Ipeedy in his motions. 
Eufuff immediately advanced towards the garden, which, to hi? 
difappomtment, he found furrounded by troops. Seeing however his 
own force fuperior, he refolved to effedl his defign by force ; but was 
fhamefuUy beaten off by Affud Khan, who returned triurriphant to 
Balgoan, with many prifoners. , 

' Ibrahim Adil Shaw pretended that this attack was made without 
his confent ; and to make it fo believed, ordered Eufuff to court, and 
confined him; at the fame time writing to Affud Khan that' he was 
much difpleafed at the imprudent boldnefs of a miftaken fervant, and 
would punifh him in any manner the faithful minifter of his kingdoms 
fhould delire. - Affud Khaii, who knew fully the fultan’s real wilh, 
fent back a petition, rcfpeflfully fetting forth, tliat he himfelf was 
the guilty perfon, and withed to Come to court to implore pardon for 
his faults ; but that as his majefly from his gracious dilpolition had 
been pleafed of his own accord to overlook his tranfgreffions, he was 
at a lofs for words to exprels a fenfe of fuch bounty. He with his 

letter 
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letter feiit ^back all his prlfoners, after having prefented them vs 
khelauts, and committed to their charge a valuable offering for 

liiltan. - . ^ , 

. ' ' - - ' ' ' ' 

This difagreement of the fultan and the' minifter being kno 
tlirougff all Dekkan, Nizam Shaw and Ameer Bereed call; their t 
on tlie dominions, of Beejapore, and circulated a report that A 
Khan' had proniifed to deliver up Balgoan, whenever they flic 
approach with an army. In the year 949 they invaded the territo 
of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and having wreffed the five difiridts depe 
ant on Shqlapore firom his officers, gave them up to the fervanti 
Kh^eli Jehaun Dekkanee, afterwards moving towards Balgo 
Affud Khan, though he had originally not the leafi; fiiare in the 
vafion, out of necefiity, to fave his eftates from devaftation, joi 
them on their approach with fix thoufand horfe. The allies, infpi 
' with frefii courage by this fuccefs, fpread fire and daughter thrdi 
the country to the environs of Beejapore ; and Ibrahim Adil Shaw 
' thinking himfelf able to oppofe in the field, retired with' his famil} 
Koolburga. 

Affud Khan, ffill earnefi: to ferve his prince, though abandoi 
by him, privately difpatched Ali Mahummud Budukhfhi, one of 
faithful iervants, to Elichpore, the capital of Berar, reprefenting 
Ummad Shaw, that from the ffrange turns of inconffant fortune, 'a 
the vicifiitudes of chance, an aflonifhing event had taken place, 
which he was confounded in a labyrinth of diftrefs^ but that if 
would march to the aid of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, he .would join h 
immediately when he fhould reach the borders of his country. U; 
mad Shaw, in compliance with his requeff, moved without de' 
towards Koolburga ; and Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Ameer Beres 
who were then before tho citadel of Beejapore, upon intelligence 
his march, railed the fiege, after burning the fuburbs of the city a 
laying wafte the environs, intending to prevent a jundlion with Ibi 

hi 
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Hifi ’Adil SKM. ' AffuS; Ehan on tlie" route (juitted ihe alliEil, arid 
fill Ills foliovveirs jolried Unimfid Shaw] id whbSi he reprelefite'dj 
that the traitor Eufuff, having filled the mind of- his prince with 
-fuipicibnfi of his loyalty, 'and Ibrahim liftening irnplicitly to every 
rejibfi: to His Hiihohouf,- the ttiinifters of Boofahan -Niaatri Shaiv had 
from, Ji'bliticfil irie^s openly declared; fh’at He /had bferfcd td join 
tteir iriafter if he would ihVfide Beejap'ore; . Sultan'Ibffihim,- Hblidvirig 
this. Had entertained the.Highfcft'dilpleafufe .ag^inft hifh, removed 
Himfrdm oihce, and^atiefnpied to del^oy His lifehy leyeHl iriethdds’.- 
The enetriy, ftelrig their arts fiiccelsful; had invaded the cSuritiy; 
arid, rieglefl'ed by his mifguidef fovereign; HejwaS blit of felF-j)re- 
fervatibn obliged to join theni for a'tiihe ; but that as Uriimad Shavti 
hid come to HB dfliHahce, he threw , hirrifelf on hiS prdteftiori; fo 
cieaf him if pdfeble from the acciilatibris of his 'erieKies in’ the eyes bf 
fiiitari ibrahiiii': hut if that coiild.hdt 'be efFc'dledv.He.'declired he- 
■tvouid fefigri'ediyfubmit to inf punilhm'erii He- nibuld decree for his 
ihvhluhtirypffences. . ' ' ■' 

. ^ Ummad.Shaw, convinced of the integrity of Afiiid Khdlri;; Id6n- 
drifled him the fame day tp'fulfan Ibrahim ; to whom he fobn made 
clear the error he had been guilty of in lifleriirig to the ’enemies of his 
foiihfid roiDifier, jbrahim Adil SMw Halp'ed Aflild' IChan in his' 
ethbrace, expreffihg forrow.' for his ill-ulage j and lo coriyincc him 6f 
his firicetity; . ifnpriforied Eufuff and his creatures, .who had ahliTed - 
his cohfidetice; beftp wing the traitor’s ellates bh Eiri alMo'blk'Ginai'; 
ariee, ah officer 'of diftiriflion; whoih Affud I^ahhad prevailed upon 
to quit the Teirvice of Anicef Berecd. This -rcconciliatiori -fijori' 
changed- the ilate of affairs. ■ Ibrahim with t)mmad Shaw'm'arch’ed', 
to give' the allies battle; but they fc'trea'ted with expeditiori towards'' 
Dblvlutabad and Ballagfirit. The fiihan follotvCd tb'erii; arid took' . 
ariaple revenge for the 'depredations ■ on 'his ebuntry, by burning and-, 
deftroying the territories of his eriemie's. Ameer -Bereed dying at , 
BallagaUt; Bobrahan Nizam SKiiw was ’reduced to beg for peace, rind . 

- the 
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the^venerable Shaw Tahir was fent as his ambafTador to obtain terms. 
It was ‘agre,ed, that the hv^e .diftrit^ jfhould be jeftored to Ibrahim 
Adii ;Shaw, ,and )that Soorahan 'Nizam Shaw ihould not again invade 
his dominions. The, treaty being figned, ,and exchanges made, the 
fovereighs returned to^their .feveral capitals. 

4 . 

The following year, 950, Ibrahim Adil Shaw. married the daugh- 
- ter of Alla ad Dien Unimad Shaw, named Rabieh Sultana, and the 
nuptials were celebrated with royal magnificence. Hoorahan Nizam 
Shaw, jealous of his military reputation, and vexed at his late defeat, 

- could enjoy no repofe till he recovered the pergunnahs he had been 
obliged to cede to Beejapore. ,On , fome difgufis breaking out be- 
tween Ibrahim Adil Shaw and Ummad Shaw, he found opportunity 
of executing his defigns ,* and having formed alliances with ,Ramraajp 
and Jumfheed Koottub Shaw, marched with his own army and the 
troops of Ali'Bereed and Khajeh Jehaun.to the borders of Beejapore. 
He laid wafle many difi:rid:s, and feveral times defeated the .army fent 
to oppofehis progrefs. Jumfheed Koottub Bhaw. entered the countiy 
by another road, and feized the diflridl of Kaknee, in which he built 
a ftrong fort, pofiefied himfelf of all the pergunnahs to the walls .of 
Koolburga,' and laid fiege to^theTortrefs of Angeer, near the city of 
Saugher. 'Ramraaje feht'^his brother Negtaderee with a great army 
to reduce the fort of Rqijore i fo that Beejapore, attacked at the fame 
time by three powerful princes in feparate quarters, was full of 
danger and diforder. 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw was at a lofs how to adfc ; and no opinion of 
his counfeUors ifatisfying him, he at length called Afiud^Khan Trom 
Balgoan to his prefence, and demanded his „advice on the alarming 
crifis- of affairs. AlTud Khan replied ' by obferving, that Boorahan 
Nizam Shaw was the true enemy, who had prevailed on the reft, to 
commit hoftilities, and if he could be removed, it would be eafy to 
manage the others. He advifed, that peace ffiould be made with him 

by 
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by, refigning the five diftrifts dependant- on Shokpore, and that am- 
bafladbrs ftiould be' fent to Ramraaje vfith letters and prefents to 
procure his friendfhip ; obferving, that fmall conceflions would obtain 
his forbearance from war, as his own country, Carnatic, was not yet 
fully fettled, many roies being in a ftate of rebellion ; that when free 
from the attacks of thefe two great powers, he would take the 
chaftifement of Koottub.Shaw upon himfelfi and, by the royal 
aulpices, in a little time recover-all the places he had taken from 
Beejapore fo unjuftly. 

■ Ibrahim Adil Shaw, lending the 'ear of confent to this advice, 
nfled according to it, and found every point turned out as the pru- 
dent minifter had foretold. When peace was concluded with Boora- 
han Nizam Shaw and Ramraaje, AfTud Khan marched agamft 
Jumiheed Koottub Shaw, took the newly eredled fort of Kaknee in , 
three months by ftorm, and levelled it vyith the ground. He then 
moved tovjards Angeer, but Koottub Shaw raifed the fiege on his 
approach) and, "not thinking it prudent to hazard an engagement, 
retreated to his own dominions. Affud Khan followed him clofe to 
the walls of his capital, Golconda, when Jumiheed gave him battle, 
but was defeated in a very fevere adlion, himlelf reqeivmg a wound in 
his cheek from Aflitd Khan as they fou^t, without being known to 
each other, hand to hand., Allud Khan after a glorious campaign 
returned triumphant to Beejapore, where he was received by the 
fultan, who regarded him as his deliverer, with the highefl honours. 

Some little time after this, Boorahan Nizam Shaw, at the infti- 
gation of Ramraaje, moved again to reduce Koolburga, and Ibrahim 
Adil Shaw marched from Beejapore to oppofe him. Upon^ his 
a'l rival near the town of Oorjaan, he found Nizam Shaw flrongly 
polled on the oppofite bank of the river Beemrah; and feeing it' 
impollible to crofi, the fultan encamped on this fide. Both armies 
lay inaftive during three months of the rains, in 'fight of each 'other,' 

' with' 
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with tlie river between tliem. At length, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, tired 
of delay, found means to crofs, and a general adtion enfued imme- 
diately, in which Nizam Shaw was totally routed with very great 
■lofs i leaving two hundred and fifty elephants, feventy pieces of can- 
non, and other appendages of royalty,, to the vidtors. Ibrahim Adil 
Shaw in this battle fought perfonally with the greatefi: bravery, killing 
three antagonifls with his own hand ; but he attributed his vidtory to 
the condudt of Afiiid Khan, on whom he conferred feveral dihridls in 
addition to his jaghire. 

-The fultan, puffed up by vain glory, after this vidlory growing 
haughty and imperious, treated the ambafiadors of Nizam Shaw in a 
contemptuous manner, and behaved tyrannically to his own fubjedts, 
putting to death many, and feverely punifhing others of his principal 
nobility, for flight offences, which occafioned difaffedlion to his 
• government. Boorahan Nizam Shaw taking advantage of the diflen- 
tions, again invaded his dominions, and defeated him in two general 
engagements in the fpace of fix months, taking many elephants, and 
committing fuch ravages as threatened the very exigence of his govern- 
ment. Ibrahim, thinking his Ioffes were occafioned by the difaf- 
fedlion of his amras and the bramins at the head of civil affairs, put to 
death forty Hindoos and feventy mufiiilmauns of rank, in the fpace of 
two months, on mere fufpicion ; fb lighting up the flames of feverity, 
that high and low about his court were terrified and difmayed, living 
in confiant apprehenfion for thefr fafety. At lafii, numbers reduced 
to defpair, formed a confpiracy to dethrone the fultan, and place his 
brother Abdoolla in his room. One of the confpirators, in hopes of 
’ great rewards, betrayed the plot to Ibrahim, who put him to death, 
with mofl of thofe againft whom he had informed. His brother, 
fultan Abdoolla, with much difficulty made his efcape to Goa, where 
he was honourably received by the Portuguefe, who afforded him 
protedlion. The fultan, enraged at his flight, puniffied all the bra- 
min fpies with various tortures, in the great fquare- of Beejapore, till 

M m they 
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they expired'in agony. Having again entertained fuQjicions of the 
fidelity of Afllid Khan, he neglefted hun fo much, that the old 
minifter was feized with grief, and' for felf-proteftion took up his 
refidence at Balgoan, from whence he fent a confidential friend, wjtH. 
an offering of nine elephants, nine horfes, and many valuable curi- 
ofities, with the following letter to the fultan. 

VERSE. 

“ Why, Ah ! why art thou thus ellranged from me ? What have 
“ I done, what haft thou heard, what haft thou &en of me ? 

“ If I have committed a &ult, to my head the labre and the 
“ ftvroud ! But to vex a friend is not generous. 

“ I know not the caufes of this unkindnefs, nor what can have 
“ occafioned fuch great coldneft. ' 

“ Whatever crimes interefted perfons may at the moft glorious 
“ audience of the fultan have attributed to the charge of this loyal 
“ flave, I acknowledge an hundred in place of one ; but I know not 
“ their accufationsi and, like the • wolf of Eufuff unfecn, amanno- 
“ cent of their forgeries. I never paffed them from my tongue, nor 
“ conceived them in my mind j fiich ideas have no place in the 
" conception of the flave. 

“ The reafon of the delay of the humbleft of flaves in his for- 
“ trefs, and not coming to the court glorious as the fun, is to pre- 
“ vent the injuries of his enemies j who, in the auguft prefence, 
“ reprefent the purity of his intentions andLfincerity of attachment in 
“ the moft unfaithful manner. Drawing the ftams of difaffedtion 
“ over the fice of his behaviour, they have made the peaceful recels 

“ of 
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of die king's heart a cell of forrow, nay, a mine of fire. Some- 
times accufmg the faidiful flave of treachery, diey diminifli the 
purple glow of his chearfulnets ; and fbmetimes mixing the pure 
gold of liis loyalty with fufpicious alloy, melt him in the torment- 
ing crucible of^rief and forrow. 

If the unreflraining kindnefs of the king of kings compaffion- 
ates ihy fituation, and the aufpicious hint fhould be ilTued for the 
diigrace and fiiamc of my enemies, I will at the end of a, month, 
“ when the rains fiiall be concluded, haften to kifs the feet of the 
tlirone of illuflrious royalty. In one month, with prefents and- 
offerings, I will haften glad and rejoicing to the court.’* 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, moved by the above letter from Afiiid Khan, 
having treated his family with many marks of favour, was going to 
fend them to Balgoan, when fuddenly the rebellion of the prince 
Abdoolla breaking out, his mifirufi: of the minifter was renewed, and 
his favourable intentions towards him laid afide. 

Sultan Abdoolla, after his ejfcape to Goa from the cruelties of his 
brother, by the advice of many of the nobility of Beejapore, entered 
into a correfpondence with Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Jumfheed 
iCoottub Shaw, in hopes of obtaining their fupport of his caufe. 
Thefe princes, feeing the confufed fiate of affairs at Beejapore, and 
the difgufi: of Affud.Kihan, joined in promifes to place him on the 
throne 5 and wrote the Portuguefe of Goa, that from the 'Cruelties 
and tyranny of Ibrahim' Adil Shaw fuch troubles mufl foon break 
out in ' his government, as he could by no means overcome or ex- ^ 
tinguifh 5 therefore they v^ifhed the prince Abdoolla might be lent to 
them, as they intended feating him on the throne of Beejapore. The 
, Portuguefe agreed to join, in promoting their views, but obferved, 
they could pnly fucceed by the co-operation of Affud Khan. - 

Mm2 Boorahan 
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Bdbrahan Nizam Shaw, on receipt of this anfvver, difpatched' 
one of his principal bramins to Afliid Khan,' to prevail on him to join 
in the plan j but that faithful minifter, darting with horror at the idea 
of dilloyalty, told the bramin indignantly, that but for the laws of 
nations which forbid the killing ambafladors,, he would put him to 
death ; commanding him, if he regarded his lafety, to depart in- 
ftantly from the reach of his authority, left refentment fliould get the 
better of his paflions, and make him offend againft the rules of 
policy. The' bramin returned , with hafte to Nizam Shaw, but the 
Portuguefe feeing that all the powers of Dekkan, excepting Afliid 
Khan, were joined to fupport AbdooUa, marched with him from 
Goa, and he afl'umed -the royal titles. Almoft all the nobility of 
Beejapore were preparing to defect fultan Ibrahim, and come over to 
him, when ' an accident changed the face of affairs. Afliid Khan 
being taken very ill, Boorahan Nizam Shaw, fuppofing he might 
die, call the eye of avidity on the fort of Balgoan, and inftead of 
marching to Beejapore widi fultan Abdoolla, which would have en- 
fured him acceflion to the throne, halted at Mirch, to cany on his 
own deflgns. He fent his bramin again to Balgoan, with a vaft fum 
of money to corrupt the foldiers of the garrifon to give it up to him, 
in cafe -Afliid Khan fliould die.' The bramin had nearly fucceeded in 
his commiflion when the plot was difcovered by Aflud Khan, who 
put him to death, together with feventy of the foldiers whom he 
had bribed to give up the fort to ■■his employer. The nobility of 
Beejapore upon this event, fully convinced tliat the old minifter had 
no (hare in the rebellion of Abdoolla, returned to their allegiance to 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw; and the other adherents of the rebel prince 
began to fall off daily. i 

The difordcr of Aflud Khan continuing, and old age rendering, 
nature too weak to ftruggle againft it, he prepared to meet death, 
and entreated fultan Ibrahim to honour him with a farewell vifit in > 
the following verfts: 


" Hafte 
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« Hafte, like the morning breeze,- to tlie garden of friendfliip } 

“ Come, lilce the Iportive cyprefi, to the parterre. ’ ' . 

Sultan Ibrahim tliinking it advifeable to comply with his requeft, 
in tlie month of Mohirrim, 9 56, marched expeditioully towards Bal- A. D 
goan ; but when he had paffed Sikkree received accounts of his 
death. Tlie fultan, arriving the fame night, at Balgoan, com- 
forted his mourning family with klielauts, and alTurances of royal 
iavour, but all his eftates. and treafures he took for his own ufe. 

The Portuguele marched back to Goa with fultan Abdooila, and 
the other allies tliought proper to retreat to their own dominions. 


Affud IChari was famed for his judgment and wifdom, and m his, 
condua of the important affairs of government during the reign of 
Add Shaw,- he juftly exalted the ftandard of celebrity. For 
near forty, yeairs he was the patron and proteaor of the nobles and 
diftinguiflied of Dekkan. He lived in the highell: refpea and 
efteel with a magnificence and grandeur furpafrin| all his cotem- 
poraiy nobility. The fovereigns of Beejanuggur and every country 
-- obfer^ing a refpea to his great abaities, frequeptly honoured him 
with letters and valuable prefents. His houfehold fervants, Geor- 
gians, Circaffians, Hindoos, and Abyffinians, amounted to two hun- 
Ld and' -fifty. He had fixty of the largeft elephant and one 
hundred and fifty of a fmaller fize. In his ftables he ^ four hun- 
dredhorfes of Arabia and Perfia, exclufive of thofe of mixed breed 
foaled in India. His tteafures and effeas were beyond amount ;In 
his- kitchen were everyday expended “one hunted maunds of rice, 
Dekkan weight, fifty fheep, and one hundred fowls j from whence 
the expenditure of other articles may be judged. He invented a 
robe of cloth of gold, and a dagger, which have been ever fince 
worn by perfons of rank in Dekkan; and was the firll perfon who 

ufcd the mode of riding elephants .with a bridle, and managing t em 

. without 

=» Eight thoufand pounds weight. ‘ 
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without the kujjuk, or goad; but as, thofe animals have frequently 
fudden ftarts of vice, this mode of guiding them has not been much 
followed. Ibrahim Add Shaw, agreeably to his laft will, gave his 
daughter Mataab Bibi in marriage to Ali Bereed Shaw, with whom 
he fought an alliance. , 

Boorahan Nizam Shaw, foon after the death of Affud Khan, 
having fent ambaffadorsito Ramraaje, prefents and profellions of 
regard were interchanged between them j upon hearing of which, ' 
Ibrahim Add Shaw treated the ambaffadors of the latter who were 
with him at Beejapore with great flight, and they returned abruptly 
without taking leavp, to Beejanuggur, where they avowed to Ram- 
raaje, that fultan Ibrahim, out of refentment to his alliance with 
Nizam Shaw, had they not made their efcape, would have put them 
to death. Ramraaje, enraged at this affront, wrote to Nizam dhaw, 
that as Ali Bereed had preferred to his alliance that of fultan Ibrahim, 
it would be prudent to take from him the fortrefs of Kallean in 
revenge for his defertion. 

Boorahan Nizam Shaw without delay moved from Ahmednuggur 
with a great army, and, furrounding Kallean, effeftually blocked 
up all communication from without. Ibrahim Add Shaw marched 
to relieve itj and advancing within light of the enemy, pitched his 
camp, round which he threw up a mud wall, not chufing to offer 
battle. As Nizam Shaw would not raife the fiege, he allb fortified 
his camp. Sultan Ibrahim now ordered his * Bergee officers, who 
were very expert in predatory excurCons, to flop up the roads, and 
prevent all fupphes of grain and forage from going to the enemy. 
His orders were fb well executed, that a famine foon prevailed in the 
camp of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, fb thatin the month of ^ Ramazan, 
the king and his army, the believers and Hindoos, all failed alike 

from 

» A term giien to the Mharattas. ^ 

" The month of fahing among the muflulmauns, ' 
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irom abfolutc ncccOlty. Nizam Shaw in this diftrefs confulted his 
generals and nobility, feme of whom advifed railing the fiege and 
retreating to Ahmednuggur, and others, making peace with Ibrahim 
, Adil Sliaw j but Sha^v Jafiicr and Cahm Beg gave their opinions for 
oftering battle to the enemy, and Nizam Shaw approved their coun» 
fcl. Accordingly, Syefad Dicn Ein al Moolk, with other amras, on 
tJie morning of the *Eccd al Fitter, at dawn of day, furprized the 
camp of Ibrahifii Adil Shaw, tvhofc troops were oiF their guard, and 
employed in preparing for the fcftival. The fultan, who was then 
in the warm bath, had fcarcc time to make his efcape ; and his 
troops fled in fuch confufion, that all the tents, baggage, and 
artillcr)'-, were left to the pofTcflion of the vidors. Nizam Shaw, 
elated by his fuccefs, afiaulted the fort of Kallean, and the garrifon, 
alarmed at the defeat of tlicir friends, laid down their arms, and 
furrcndcred without attempting any oppofition. 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw after his defeat, in order to fave his own ter- 
ritories from devaftation, invaded the enemy’s country ; and coming 
fuddcnly before Porundeh, finding the gates open, ru/lied with a 
large body of troops into the fortrefs, which . fubmitted, and was 
given in charge to one of his Dekkanee amras. He then laid wafte 
5ie country round, and having colleded contributions, upon advice 
that Nizam Shaw was approaching, retreated towards Beejapore. 
Nizam Shaw marched to’ recover Porundeh; but before he. had 
arrived within many miles, the cowardly governor, being alai*med, 
without acquainting any one of his defign, fled by night, and his fol- 
lowers the next morning imitated the example of their chief. The 
third day after, the empty fortrefs was taken ppfTeflion of - by the 
former mafters. 

, / 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw put the cowardly Dekkanee to death on his 
arrival at Beejapore, and began to make preparation to retake the 
‘ fort 


^ Feftival of concluding the great fall. 
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fort of Kallean. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, upon advice of his defigns, 
fent ambafladors to Ramraaje, who agreed to 'meet him near Roijore> 
when they might form a plan for their mutual operations in the war. 
;ji, Ramraaje, agreeable to his promife in the year 959, moved with a 
confiderable force to the place appointed for an interview, and Nizam 
Shaw meeting him, it was relblved, that the former fhould have 
Mudkul and Roijore, and the latter the city and dependancies of 
Sholapore. The allies laid liege to Roijore without delay ; and upon 
its being taken, the garrifon of Mudkul furrendered the keys to 
Ramraaje, without making any oppplition ; and he, having left his 
younger brother with an army to affifl Nizam Shaw in the reduftion 
of Sholapore, returned to Beejanuggur. Nizam Shaw took the place 
in a fhort time, and having ftrengthened it, returned to Ahmed- 
'niiggur. , ' . 

Upon the death of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, a peace was eftab- 
lillied between his fucceflbr fultan Houflein and Ibrahim Add Shaw, 
who had a friendly meeting on their borders, and parted much fatis- 
fied with each other ; but this good underftanding did not laft long, 
andagreement was changed to war. Khajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, who 
had fled to avoid the refentment of his fovereign Houflein Shaw, 
coming to Beejapore, infpired fultan Ibrahim with the deCre of 
retaking Sholapore j and for this purpofe he concluded treaties of 
friendihip with Ramraaje, and invited into his fervice Syef Ein al 
Moolk, commander in chief to the late Nizam Shaw, who had taken 
reliige in Berar from the oppreflions of his fucceflbr. His offers were 
accepted by that general, and the fultan conferred upon him high titles, 
with confiderable jaghires, and an immediate prefent of money. By 
his advice he foon after Ipread the umbrella of royalty over the head 
of Shaw Alij fon of Boorahan Shaw, who had taken refuge at his- 
court; intending, firfl; to feat him on the throne of .Ahmednuggur, 
and then to poflefs himfelf of Kallean and Sholapore, in reparation of 
his former defeats and Ioffes. He firfl fent Shaw M, with two 

thoufand 
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and horfe that had joined him .from Ahmednuggur, to attemp 
ing over the nobility of that kingdom to his caufe, but witli little 
fs } and Houfiein Nizam Shaw having put his army in motion, 

[ Ibrahim marched from Beejapore, after diftributing large fums 
g his forces by way of encouragement. 

oth armies met in the plains of Sholapore, and drew up to en- 
Ibraliim gave .the command of his right wing to Syef al 
k Canaanee and Ankufs Khan, and that of 'the left to Noor 
and Immaam al Moolk } himfelf taking poft with the houle- 
troops in the center. The herawul, or advanced line, was 
landed by Syef Ein al Moolk, who began the .adtion with great 
uolity ; but fultan Ibrahim difapproving his reparation fo far 
the main body, fignified, that on the day of battle the herawl 
1 remain nearer the army, in order fooner to receive fupport, if 
ary. The general returned for anfwer, that his majefty’s obferva- 
^as very juft j but that as he had advancedfo fkr, to return would 
give-ipirits to the enemy. When he had faid this, he puflied 
the charge ; and on the firft onlet feized the enemy’s cannon, 

L he fpiked up, and drove the enemy’s herawul back on their 
body : by this he was refolutely oppofed, Houllein Shaw .com- 
ing in perfon. Many hundreds were flain,- the army of Nizam 
began to give way, and muft have been inevitably defeated, 
le gallantry of Syef Ein al Moolk met with the fmalleft fupport. 
is crifis, feveral amras who had been repulfed from the left of 
im A'dil Shaw advanced to the affifta'nce of their fovereign, and 
b furrounded Syef Ein' al MooHi ; who now in his turn began 
confufed • but feeincr the umbrella and ftandards of fultan Ibra- 
he, as v/as always his euftom on defperate occalions,' difmount- 
m his horie, reiblved to conquer or die. Some weak people 
aw him difmount, told the fultan, that Syef Ein . al Moolk, .. 
g gone over to the enemy for a bribe, had juft alighted to pay 
Dmpliments to Houftein Nizam Shaw. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, 

" N n ' who 
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who upon his firfl; advancing had enteMained fufpicions of the gene- 
ral’s fidelity, was now convinced of their truth, and without an 
inftant’s delay fled from the field, and did not flop till he reached 
Beejapore. SyefEin al Moolk, feeing the rout of the king, nobly 
fought his way through the enemy with great lofs, and, upon his 
arrival near the city, fent word relpedlfully to the fultan, that he 
had loft all his baggage, and was without tents or any covering for 
himfelf or miferable followers j therefore he begged an advance of 
money from the treafury, to enable him to repair his Ioffes and come 
to the prefence in a proper manner. The fultan, who regarded his de- 
feat as owing to his firft difobedience of orders, replied, that he wanted 
not fuchpnattentive anfl obftinate lervants as himfelf, and that he 
might provide for himfelf wherever he could. Syef Ein al Moolk, 
who could not accufe himfelf of any crime, was overwhelmed with 
aftoniftiment, and -fent back his meflenger to reprefent to the fultan, 
that he had ferved him to the danger of his life with unlhaken fidelily, 
and facrificed five hundred brave relations and friends in the battle for 
his majefty j that in his prefent miferable fituation he could not move, 
had no other refuge but his threftiold, and no other place where to 
lay his head } that he was his flave, and could not move to any other 
court. The fultan imagining there was fomewhat of infolence in the 
latter part of the meflage, ordered the bearer of it to be beaten and 
turned outpf the prefence. ^ 

Syef Ein al Moolk now defpairing of affiftance from the fultan, 
had recourfe to the advice of his friends how to proceed. They 
propofed his going to his jaghire, and rafting the colledtions of the 
autumn harveft, then juft ripe ; after which, Ihould the fultan fend 
'a force to expel him, he might retire 'wherever he Ihould fee beft,' 
Ein al Moolk, approving the plan, marched from Beejapore to the 
diftridts of Maan, and colledting the revenues, divided them among 
his_ followers. Ibrahim Adil Shaw foon after fent one of his amras 
, with five thoufand_ horfe to expel him from the country j but the 

royalifts 
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royaliils were defeatecl ; and Ein al Moplk from this fuccefs being - 
grown bolder, collected the revenues, of many diftridls, as Malweh, 
Mirch, and fbme others. The fultan upon this, detached againft 
him, ten thoufand horfe and foot, under command of Beafs Koolli 
arid Ddlawer Khan Hubfliee, ' who were alfo defeated ; and fo many 
elephants and horfes, with fuch a quantity of valuable baggage, fell 
into tlie hands of the rebels, that Ein al Moolk, hecoming fbrmida- 
able, extended Ills views to eftabli/li himfelf in the country as an 
independant chief, for which purpofe he be^n to levy additional 
troops. , ' 


. Ibrahim Adil Shaw thought proper iiow to march againfl' the 
rebel in perfon, at the ■ head of five thoufand chofen horfe, three 
thoufand foot, and a great train of artillery. Ein al Moolk encamp- 
ed on the river of Maan ; and the fultan arriving, remained fome 
days on the oppofite bank ■without attacking him ; which encouraged ; 
the rebel, who now refolved not to leave the country without fight- 
ing, and for. three days together advanced towards the fultan’s' camp^ 

. as if to engage, but as often retreating 5 and the royal army remained . 
under arms each day from dawn till fiinfet, expedling the attack. Oh 
the fourth day, Syef Eiri al Moolk' alfo put his troops in motion ; but 
the royal army, fuppofing that his defign was only, to parade, as on 
the preceding days, negledled to make : preparations, only keeping 
■ up; the common guards of the camp. At length, the enemy’s 
fiandard appearing in fight,; Ibrahim Adil Shaw' drawing, up his troops 
iii great hafte and irregularity, moved out of the camp to give ba.ttle. 
Em al Moolk, averfe from engaging the fultan in perfon, ' confulted 
with his fi’iends;:phferving, that 'it, wkS treacherous to .fight ;againfi: 


the royal umbrella j to which all afle'n ted, except Mprtiza . Khari; 
Anjdo, '.who ; reiriarked, that the umbrella did not figh'ty the'reforei 
was :nd i danger of fhedding rpyar blood.; Ein al Moolk, pleafed 
lyhh; this inirid, \and without delay charged the 

' ' royal;: rirmy^j;; arid ,^tacldi^i;theb cerrEer>-vlwhere;yultan:: Ibrahim 


N n . 2 


. polled. 
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pofteS, prefled fo vigoroufly that it was^foon difordered,'and’ the 
fultan fled; upon which his whole line broke, and the viftory was 
decided in favour of Ein al Moolk, who feized the royal umbrella, 
elephants, artilleiy, and other infignia of empire, befides all the 
tents and baggage. The fultan flint himfelf up in the citadel of 
Beejaporej and fo great was the alarm of the people on this defeat, 
that the ruin of the royal family was pronounced to be inevitable. Syef 
Ein al Moolk followed his fuccefe, and came before Beejapore, 
where he for feveral days aflaulted various parts of the city, and en- 
deavoured to cut off all fupplies of provifions from the inhabitants. 

In this e.xigence, Ibrahim Add Shaw applied to Ramraaje for 
afliftance againfl: the rebels, fending him a prefent of a large fum } 
upon which, that roy difpatched his brother Negtaderee with a great 
force to expel the enemy. Syef Em al Moolk, imitating Affud 
Khan, refolved to furprize the infidels 5 but Negtaderee having in- 
telligence of his defigns, ordered his troops to be on their guard ; and 
having procured long faggots, with cloth fleeped in Oil bound round 
cue end of each, commanded his followers upon the alarm being 
given to light them, and, holding them up as high as poflible, give 
the troops -a full light of the' enemy, Em al Moolk, agreeably to 
his intentions, having one night chofen two thoufand men for tlie 
purpofe, marched With Sullabut Khan to the enemy’s camp, which 
he was allowed to enter unmolefted ; but upon a lignal given, all the 
brands were inftantly lighted up, and Negtaderee, who was prepared, 
with his troops, rulhed upon the furprizers, who expedted no refift- 
ance, with fuch fuccefs, that above five hundred of them were killed 
before the detachment could clear the camp. Ein al Moolk and 
Sullabut With the greatelb difficulty made their efcape j but loling the 
road through the darknefs of the night, a report Ipread in his camp 
on the return of fome of the fugitives, that he was killed j and his 
troops being immediately flruck with a panic, feparated, and fled to 
different quarters. Em al Moolk and Sullabut Khan, with two hun- 
dred. 
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dred Korfe, about daylight arriving at their ground, ad^ it de-^ 
ferted, fled in confulion by tlie route of Maan to. th^ 

Nizam Shav?", where they fought protedlion,. but were aflaffin-- 

ated by his treachery;, tlie particulars of which will;^PP^^^ ^®ir; - 
proper place, in tlie hiftor}'' of that- dynafty. 


Ibrahim Adil Sha^, foon after tlie refloration of pi^ affairs, fromt.^ 
hard drinking and promifcuous amours witli women o'f was 

afHidied with a complication of difbrders. During hi® he put, 

to death feveral phyficians who had failed in cure, bj^heading fbme, 
and treading otliers to death by elephants ; fo that furyiving 

medical practitioners, alarmed, fled from his dominiorj®* length,, 
he departed tliis life, in the year 96 i;-,. and was bur.i^^ iCookee^^; A»D..r; 

near his father and grandfather, after a reign of twentf 
fome months. He left behind him two fons and tw:o| daughters.. . • : 
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SULTAN 

^ 1 

abou al muzzuffir ali 

AniL SHAW BEEJAPOREE. 


Sultan ah Adll SKaw, from his chadhood, was remarkable for 
his ready wit and various accomplilhments. -When he had but juft 
entered into youth, his father, fultan Ibrahim, one day in his prefence 
praifed God who had given him grace to quit the heretical opinions of 
his father and grandfather, and embrace the orthodox religion. The 
prince humouroufly remarked, that as the fultan had thought it proper- 
to quit the faith of his parents, it was incumbent upon all children to 
follow fo excellent an example. The fultan, being difpleafed at this 
repartee, aiked his fon what fedl he followed ; to which the prince 
replied, that at prefent he was of the fame opinion with his majefty, 
but hereafter God muft dire£l him. Sultan Ibrahim from this 
anfwer gueffing him inclined to the flieea faith, dilgraced his pre- 
ceptor, Khajeh Einaiut Oolla Sheerazee, and in a few days after put 
him to death by the fentence of the divines of the fooni j and ap- 
pointed Moolla Fatteh Oolla Sheerazee preceptor to his fon. This 
learned man was fecretly a Iheea, though for his own fafety he out- 
wardly profeffed the doftrines of Hunnefi ; fo that he was much 
efteemed by his pupil. Not long after this, a parly of the nobility 
having entered into the fchemes of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, propofed 
bribing the clerk of the kitchen to poifon fultan Ibrahim, to feat his 
' brother 
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brother Abdoolla- on the throne, andreflore the publiek exercife of the 
Iheea faith. The clerk of the kitchen, who had at firft favoured the 
defign, no fooner heard the intention of changing, the religion eftab- 
li/hed, of which he was a ftridt follower, than he revealed the ploi 
to the fultan, who put all tlie conJfpirato'rs to deatli, but his brothei 
efcaped to the port of Goa. Ibrahim now became fufpicious of hi; 
fon, and fent him with , his tutor to the fortrefs of Mirch, giving 
ftrid; orders to the governor , ^ecunder TChan to watch him clofely 
and prevent any pcrfons of the flieea fedt from approaching, his per- 
fon, or their dodlrines to be mentioned in his prefence. It: happened 
however, that the g-overnor 'and his fon in law, Kamil Khan Dek- 
kanee, were privately flieeas,* fo that inftead of obferving the order 
of the fultan, they attached themfelves firmly to the prince, endea- 
vouring to acquire his good opinion by indulgence. When the fultar 
was taken ill, and his end appeared nigh, the prince frequentl) 
afcending the pulpit im a mofque, read the prayers after the ritual o; 
the fiieeas, and fometimes Karml Khan officiated. Tliis behaviour com- 
ing to the knowledge of the fultan, he refolved to appoint his youngei 
'fon, Thamafp, to the fucceffion ; but learning that he Was by ; far £ 
more zealous fiieea than his brother, he was enraged againfi; him, anc 
committed him to confinement in the fortrefs of JBalgoan. He . then 
faid he ffiould leave the fucceffion to be determined by the decrees oi 
providence, and the minifiers of government; to eledt either of the 
princes they might chufe for their fovereign. 

; When the life of Ibrahim Adil ShaW was defpaired of, Mahum- 
mud Kiffiwer Khan, governor of the diftridts of Bikree, Balgoan, 
. and Roibaugh, .of great wealth and influence, moved, towards the 
fort of Mirch, reprefenting to Secunder Khan, who .comrnanded that 
garrifon, that as the fultan’s end was approaching,^ it was probable 
that many officers of the > court and; jaghiredaurs would embrace 
the caufe of fultan Thamafp, and raife diflentipns. in the ilate ^ there- 
fore it would be pmdeht to fpread ;the umbrella'of royalty over the 
‘ ' ■ ■ ' ‘ ■''' head 
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head of prince All immediately, and let him encamp under the walls 
of Mirch, tliat the people might join his ftandard, and he be able to, 
move to Beejapore without delay on the death of his fatljer. Seconder 
Khan, approving this precaution, invefted fultan Ali with the inlignia 
of royalty, and fent his fon in law, Kamil Khan, to attend him out of 
the fort. He was immediately joined by Kilhwer Khan, who pre- 
fented him with a large fum of money, and was honoured with the 
khelaut of commander in chiefs and Kamil Khan Dekkanee was alfo 
raifcd to the rank of nobility. The news of the prince’s operations 
Ipreading abroad, the troops repaired to bus ftandard from various 
quarters, and thany of the nobility of the court, with the body guards, 
quitted Beejapore, and haftened to pay their compliments. Upon 
the death of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, fultan Ali without delay moved 
towards the capital, and was met on the route by all the officers of 
the court, with the infignia of royalty belonging to his father, which 
they laid at the feet of their fovereign. On his arrival within two 
miles of the city, he afcended the throne in the garden of Kifli- 
wer Khari. All the fyeds and learned men pronounced prayers 
for his fuccefs, and the nobility and officers, railing their voices in 
congratulation, prefented offerings. The fultan gave orders for a 
town to be ereifted near^ the place, to commemorate his acceffion ; 
which was foon built, and called Shawpore. His attention to the 
flourilhing ftate of religion he gave immediate proofs of, by illuing 
orders for the khootbah to be read through all his dominions in the 
name of the Imaums, as during the reign of his grandfather. He 
ordered forty perfons to be employed in his train as criers, to utter 
curfes againft and abufe the Sahabeh, agreeably to the ceremonies of 
the Iheea fe£l;” which was accordingly done in the mofques, at the 
publick audiences, and whenever the fultan appeared abroad. As 
juftice.is a treafure, which encreafes by expenffiture, and a building 
which fire cannot burn, nor the engines of viciffitude deftroy, the 
fultan, by his attention to equii^, became enrolled among the juft . 
monarchs ; payiiTg fuch regard 'to the eafe and rights of the fubjea, 

that 
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that tlie revenues of His dominions w6re encreafed, and the circle of 
His kingdom greatly extended, 

, s 

In die firfl year of his reign, as he \Vas eager to recover the forts 
of Kallean and Sholaporc, ivhich had fallen into the pofleflion of 
Nizam Shaw, without waiting for the cuftomary compliment of am- 
hahadors from the furrounding powers to congratulate his acceffioh, 
he difpatched Kifliwer IClian and Shaw Abou Teraab Sheerazee to 
negotiate a treaty of alliance at Beejanuggur ; at the fame time fend- 
ing Mahummud Houffeiri Suddeekee for the fame' purpofe to Ah- 
mednuggur. Ramraaje received the ambaifadors with proper ho- 
nours, and fent back one of his confidential ofiicers with Kifhwer 
IGian, to congratulate the fultan’s acceflion ; but Nizam Shaw, who 
Was jealous of the defigns of AH Adil Shaw, did not fbew the proper 
compliments to his embafiy, nor fend any in return, but gave ftrong 
marks of difgufi; and enmity. Ali Adil Shaw, who was intent on 
extricating his dominions from the lofies of his father by alliance Vith 
Ramraaje, on the death of a fon of that monarch, with uncommon 
prudence and refolntion went, attended by one hundred horfe, to 
Beejanuggur, to offer his condolance on the melancholy pccafion, 
Ramraaje received him with the greatefi; refpedt,* and the fultan with 
the kindeft perfuafions prevailed upon him to lay'afide his mourning. 
The wife of Ramraaje adopted the fultan as her fon, and at the end 
of three days, which were fpent in interchanges of friendly profef- 
fions, he took his leave 5 but as Ramraaje did not attend him out of 
the city, he was difgufied,- and treafured up ^ the affront in his mind,, 
though too prudent to -/hew any figns of difpleafure for the^pre/ent. 

' Ali Adil Shaw, on his return from Beejanuggur f tiding that 
the enmity of Houffein Niz’arh ShaW was daily encreafing, hitim’ated 
to him that it was clear to the ■ whole World, that the forts of Kal- 
- lean and'Sholapore belonged to his fafnily by ancient right,- though,. 
Giving to the misfortunes of his father;, they had -paffed into that of 

O o - Nizam' 
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Nizam Shaw j but that no%v he hoped they would be reftored, - or at 
leall the former, from confiderations of regard. Shaw Houflein 
Anjoo, though he ufed every argument, could not prevail on Nizarn 
Shaw to give up either place to remove the caufes of contention j fo 
that the ilames of enmity every day blazed higher. > At length Ali 
Adil Shaw fent another amballador to Ahmednuggur, reprefenting, 
that paffion and negleft in matters of fuch importance did not become 
great kings j therefore,' to prevent ill conlequences, Nizam Shaw 
muft give up the forts, when agreement and friendftiip . would en- 
creafe between their ftates j but if not, he might expedt the march 
of an army into his dominions, which fliould be laid wafte without 
mercy. 

Houflein Nizam Shaw, inflamed by this mefiage, fent back a 
reply fo indecent in expreflion as to be unlit to relate ; which en- 
crealed the anger of Ali Adil Shaw, who without delay changing 
the colour of his umbrella and ftandard from yellow to green, the 
colour of Niz^m Shaw, by way of defiance, according to the cuftom 
of Dekfcan, challenged him to come and reclaim his honour. 

f 

\ 

58 * In the year g66, Ali Adil Shaw having called Ramraaje to his 
afiiftance, they in concert invaded the dominions of Houflem Nizam 
Shaw, and laid them wafte in luch a manner, that from Porundeh to 
Khiber, and from Ahmednuggur to Dowlutabad, not a mark of 
population was to be feen. The infidels of Beejanuggur, who for 
many years had^been wifliing for fuch an event, left no cruelty, un- 
pradtifed. They infulted the honour of the muffulmaun women, 
deftroyed the mofques, and did not reljiedt even tlie facred koraun. 
Houflein Nizam Shaw, by the advice of Cafim Beg Hakeem, Shaw 
Jaffier, and other minifters, declining any oppofition in the field) 
retired toPuttan, and after fomeyime purchafed his peace by giving 
up Kalleantq Ali Add Shaw j but the enemy had no fooner retired ' 
from his dominions, than he entered into alliance with Ibrahim 
f ’ . " f Koottub 
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Koottub Shaw, and marched in conjunftion with him to retake tlie 
fort he liad juft furrendered. AH Adil Shaw, upon receiving intel- 
ligence of the Icagtie againft him, difpatched Kifliwer Khan and- 
Abou Tcraab to Beejanuggur, to demand aid from Ramraaje^ and 
alfo invited Ali Bereed to enter into alliance. Ramraaje, who ■ 
knew the abilities of the fultan, judging that fliould he refufe his . 
aftiftance, he would maltc peace with tlie muftulmaun powers, and 
attempt die recover}'- of Mudkul and Roijore, marched to join him 
with fifty thouland horfc and a great army of foot. The allies met 
on die banks of the Kiftnah, and moved immediately towards Kal- 
lean, which was then befieged by the united armies of Nizam Shaw 
and Koottub Shawee. 

Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, according to his ufual mode of embracing 
die ftrongeft party, quitted his ally, and came over, fuddenly to Ali . 
Adil Shaw 5 upon which Nizam Shaw without delay retreated to' 
Alimednuggur ; but as the allies followed him with the utmoft expe-' 
didon to that city, he did not diink proper to remain 5 and having 
thrown a reinforcement and fiipplies into the citadel, retired to the 
•town of Kliiber. The three fovereigns laid fiege to Ahmednuggur, 
and difpatched detachments various ways to lay wafte the country 
round. The Hindoos of Beejanuggur committed the moft outrageous 
devaftations, burning and razing the buildings, putting up their 
horfes in the mofques, and performing their idolatrous woriliip in the . 
holy places 3 but, notwithftanding the fiege was pufiied with the 
greateft vigour, the garrifon held out with refolution, hoping, 
that at the approach of the rainy feafon, the enemy would be 
neceflitated to raife the fiege. 

V.. V 

* ' « ' / \ * - 

When the rains had fet in, from the floods, damp, and want of 

provifions, diftrefs began to prevail in the camp of the allies, and 
■ Koottub Shaw alfo fecretly correfponded with the befieged, to whom 
he privately fent in grain. Ali AdiL Shaw, fuipefting the caufes of 

. O, o 2 the 
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the obftieancy of the be/Jeged, and, probably, jealoue of the beha^' 
viour of his Hindoo allies, perfuaded Ramraaje to raife the liege, 'and 
march againft Shokpore. Upon their arrival within fome miles of 
that fortrefs, Kifliwer Khan, feeing the danger of 'the aggrandize^ 
ment of the Hindoo prince, reprefentedi to Ali Adil Shaw,-tliat 
Ihould the fort of Shokpore fall, Ramraaje would moll probably 
keep it for himfelf, and extend his views to the neighbouring coun-f 
tries j that; therefore, it would* be more advifeable to endeavour at 
acquiring the fort of Nuldirruk by his aid, and leave the reduftion of 
Shokpore to a more convenient time, when there would be no feat 
of rivalry in the pofleflion. Ali Add Shaw, approving this advice, 
perfuaded Ramraaje to alter his views, and move to the place where’ 
raja Nul had formerly eredled a llrong fortrefs/ Here, after throw-' 
ing up an extenfive work of Hone, the allies took leave of each 
other, and returned to their feveral dominions. 

' ' ' 

- In the firft expedition, oh which Ali Adil Shaw prefled by -the 
behaviour of Houflein Nizam Shaw, had called Ramraaje to huh 
aflillance, the Hindoos at Ahmednuggur committed great outrages, 
and omitted no mark of dlfrelpedl to the holy religion of the faithful, ‘ 
linging and performing their fuperftitious worlhip in 'the mofques. ' 
The fultan was much hurt at this infult to the faith; but, as' he had' 
not the'ability to prevent it, he did not feem to oblerve it. Ram-i 
raaje alfo, at the conclulion of this expedition, looking on the Jllaam 
fultans as of little confequence, refufed proper honours to their am- 
bafladors. When he admitted them to his prefence, he did 'not' 
defire them to fit; and treated them with the moft contemptuous 
referve and haughtinefs. He made them attend when in publick in' 
his train on foot, not allowing them to mount till he gave orders. 
On the return fromtlie laft expedition to Nuldirruk, the officers and 
foldiers of his army in general, treated the mufluhnauns* with info- 
lence, fooffing, and contemptuous language; and Ramraaje, after 
taking leave, cafting an eye of avidity on the countries of Koottub 

^ Shaw 
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Shaw and Adil Shaw, difpatchcd armies to the frontiers of each. 
All Adii 'Shaw, to purchafc peace, and preferve^the reft of his 
dominions, gave up the diftridls of Outungpore and Bakreekobe ; 
and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, for the fame end, refigiied Kowilcon- 
dah, Bankul, and Kunbore. 

Ramraaje daily continuing to encroach on the dominions of the 
muftiilmaiins, Adil Siiaw at length refoh^ed, if poftible, to punifh 
his infbicnce and curtail Jiis power, by a general league of the faith-' 
fill againft him j for which purpofc, he convened an alTembly of his 
friends and confidential advifers. ICiftiwcr ICJian Laaree and Shaw 
Abou Teraab Sheerazee, whofe abilities had often been experienced, 
reprefented, that the fultan’s defire to humble the pride of the roy of 
Beejanuggur was undoubtedly meritorious, and highly politic, but 
could never be effedled, uiilefs by a general alliance of the fultans of 
Dekkan, as the revenues of his country, colleded from fixty feaports, 
and numerous fiourifiiing cities and diftridls, amounted to an immenfe 
fum ; which enabled him to maintain a vaft force, againft which no 
- fingle fultan of tlie mufiulmauns could ftand with the fmalleft prof- 
pedt of fuccefs. Ali Adil Shaw, approving thefe remarks, com- 
manded Kifliwer IChan to take meafures to effedl a general alliance ; 
and an ambafiador was difpatched without delay to found the wifties 
of Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, and open to him, if prudent, the defigned 
plan. 

Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, v/ho- had long been inwardly ftung with 
indignation at the haughtinefs, infolence, and ufurpations of • Ram- 
raaje, eagerly agreed to the propoled alliance, and offered himfelf as 
mediator to effedt a union of friendfhip between Ali Adil Shaw and 
Nizam Shaw, promifing to obtain for the former the fort of Shola- 
pore, which had been the caufe of all their difagreement. With 
this view, fiiltan Ibrahim immediately difpatched ^ Muftaife Khan 
Ardiftaanee, the moft intelligent nobleman of his court, to Ali Adil 

Shaw, 
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Shaw, with orders, if he fliould find him fincere in -his intentions, to , 
proceed to Ahmednuggur without delay, and conclude, the' alliance. 
Muftafa Khan, on his arrival at Beejappre, feeing every reafon to, 
believe that the fultan was refolved on the defign of alliance, and) 
war againft the infidels, departed for Ahmednuggur without delay, 
and laid his commiffion in a private audience before Houflein Nizam 
Shaw. He reprefented to him, that during the times of the Bhame- 
nee princes, when the whole ftrength of the muflulmaun power was 
in one hand, the balance between It and the force of the roies of 
Beejanuggur was nearly equal; that now the muflulmaun authority 
was divided, policy demanded that all the faithful princes fhould 
unite as one, and obferve the ftridleft: friendfhip, that they might, 
continue fecure from the attacks of their powerful common enemy,^ 
and the authority of the roies of Beejanuggur, who had reduced all 
the rajas of Carnatic to their yoke, be diminiflied, and removed far, 
from the countries of Iflaam ; that tile people of their feveral do- 
minions, who' ought to be confidered as the charge of the Almighty 
committed to their care, might repofe free from the oppreflions of the 
unbelievers, and their mofques and holy places be made no longer 
the dwellings of infidels. 

Thefe remarks had a full efledl upon the mind of Houflein Nizam 
Shaw, who was pleafed at the lincerity of Muftafa Khan, and treated 
him with the moft honourable attentions, fo that the mmifter had 
every opportunity he could defire of promoting his views, and which 
he did not negledt. ' After a negotiation of fome days, it was deter- 
mined, that Houflein Nizam Shaw fhould give his daughter Chaund 
Bibiin marriage to Ali Adil Shaw, with the fortrefs of Sholapore as a " 
portion ; and that he fliould receive the lifter of that prince, named 
Huddeeah fultan, as a confort lor his eldeft fon fultan Mortiza ; that 
a firm friendfliip fliould for the future fubfift between both ftates, 
and that they Ihould unite fincerely to reduce the power of Ramraaje, 
and march againft him in conjunflion without delay. When thefe 

' points 
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pomts were fettled, Moolla Einaut Oolla came with Muftafa Khan 
as ambafiador to Beejaporej the proper treaties and agreements' 
were drawn up, and confirmed by die moft folemn oaths. On 
die fame day, nuptial rejoicings and feftivals were held at Beejapore 
and Alimednuggur, and die two princefies fent in great pomp and 
magnificence to their feparate courts ; after which, Houfiein Nizam 
Sliaw, Ali Adil Shaw, and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, as alfo Bereed 
Shaw, began with great vigour preparadons for the war againd 
Ramraaje. 

z' — 

( Ali Adil Sliaw, preparatory to the war, and to afford himfelf a. 
pretence for breaking with Iiis ally, difpatched an ambaflador to 
Ramraaje, demanding reditution of fome didrids that had been 
wreded from him. As he expeded, Ramraaje expelled the am- 
baflador in a veiy difgraceful manner from his court ; and the united 
fultans now hadened die preparations to crufh the common enemy of 
die Iflaam faith. In the year 972, the four princes met with their A, D. 1 
armies, on the plains of Beejapore, and on the twentieth of Jumrnad ' 
al Awul die fame year, marched in conjundion from that neigh- 
bourhood. .After feme days, they arrived near the banks of the 
Kidnah, at Talicote j where, as" that place belonged to Ali Adil 
Shaw, he entertained his allies with great fplendour, and fent drid 
orders to all the governors of .his dominions, to forward fupplies of 
provifions from their didrids regularly to the camp. 

Ramraaje, though he faw the union of the mudulmadns againd 
. him, did not defeend in the lead from his former haughtinefs, but 
treated their ambafladors with fcornful language, and regarded their 
enmity as of little moment. He fird difpatched his younged bro- 
ther Eeltumraaje, with twenty thoufand horfe, five hundred ele- 
phants, and one hundred thoufand foot, to remain on the bank of 
the Kidnah j and block up '‘all the paflages-of that river. After this ' 
force, he fent his brother Negtaderee with a great army, and follow- 
ed 
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ed himfelf, by flow marches; with the whole power of his dominions. 
The allied princes, finding that^all the known ferries and fords were 
blocked up by the enemy, difpatched their Ipies to explore the river, 
in hopes of finding fome place ht which they might be, able to drofs 
their troops j but, after much fearch, it was found that the only fafff 
ford for an army was diredlly in their front, and in pofiefiion of the 
enemy, who had thrown up works fortified with canndn 'and firC' 
works on the oppdfiie bank. The allies upon this informatibn held 
a council, at which it was determined that they fliould march ex- 
peditioufly to another part of the river, as if to profs, in hope that the 
enemy might quit their ftation to follow, when they might return 
fuddenly, and gain the defired ford v/ithout interruption. “ The army 
of Iflaam, agreeably to this plan, moved the next morning, and 
continued to do fo for three days fucceflively, which deceived the 
enemy, who quitted their llations, and followed their courfe along 
the oppofite bank of the river. The fultans on the thifd night fud- 
denly decamped, and moved with lb much rapidity, that the next 
day they gained the ford Which the enemy had deferted, and crofled 
the river without oppofition. In the morning they moved to within 
ten miles of the camp of Ramraajej who, though fiirprized at their 
adtivity, was not alarmed, commanded his brothers to join him, and 
kept ftrifl; watch during night round his camp, apprehending a 
furprize. The day following the allies arranged their army in order 
of battle. The right was entrufled to Ali Add Shaw, the left to Ali 
Bereed Shaw and Ibrahim Koottub Shaw, and the center to Houfiein 
Nizam Shaw. The artillery, faflened together by ftrong chains and 
ropes, was drawn up in front of the line, and the war elephants 
placed in various pofitions, agreeable to cullom. Each prince exalted 
his particular ftandard in the center of his own army, and the alhes 
moved in clofe order againft the enemy. 

/ 

Ramraaje entmfted his left to his brother Eeltumraaje, to oppofe 
Koottub Shaw, andhis right to his other brother Ncgtaderec, agalnfl: 

AH 
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All Adil Shaw ; while he hinifelf commanded in his center. Two 
thoufand war elephants and one thoufand pieces of cannon were 
placed at different intervals of his line. About twelve o’clock-in the 
day, Ramraaje . mounted a “finghaufin, in fpite of the remonftrances of 
his officers, who wiflied him to be on horfeback, as much fafer ,• but 
lie faid, there was no occafion for taking precaution againft children, 
who would certainly fly on the firfl: charge. Botli -armies being in 
motion, foon came to battle, and the infidels begun the attack by vaft 
flights -of rockets and rapid difcharges of artillery, which did not dif- 
courage the allies. A general adtion took place, and niany were (lain 
on both fides. - Ramraaj e finding a different behaviour in the enemy 
from what he had expedted,* defcended from his finghaufin,; and, 
feating himfelf on a rich throrie fet -with jewels, under a canopy of ^ 
crimfon velvet, embroidered with gold and adorned with fringes of 
pearls, ordered his treafurer to place heaps ofnioiiey all round him, 
-that he might confer rewards on fuch of his followers as deferved his 
attention. There were ahb rich ornaments of. gold and jewels 
placed for the fame purpofe. -The infidels, infpired with the genero- 
fity of their prince, charged the right and left of the allies with' fuch 
vigour, -that they were thrown into diibrder^ and Ali Adil. Shaw and 
Koottub Shaw began to defpair of vidtofy,- and prepare for retreat.- , 
■Houflein Nizam Shaw remained firm ; in the center, and rpuflied fo , 
vigbroufly that of' Ramraaje, that it began 'to be confufed; upon 
which the roy again, mounted his finghaufin, which was foon after 
let fall by the bearers on the approach of a furious elephant belonging 
to Nizam Shaw ; and before he had time- tb. recover himfelf and 
mount a horfe, .a hody of the allies took him priloner, and condudted 
him to Ghela Roomi, who cominanded the artillery. : He carried 
'him to Nizam Shaw, who. ordered inftantly his head to be flruck off, 
i^nd placed upon the point of a long Ipear, that his death, might be 
proclaimed to the enemy. . The Hindoos, according to cuftom, when 
they faw their , chief .deftrpyed, fled in the utmofl; cpnfufion and difor- 
der frpm the field pf battle, and were purfued. by ithe allies with iuch' , 
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feccfefsful flaughter, that the river which ran near the field was dyed 
red with their blood. It is computed; on the belt authorities, that 
above one hundred thoufand infidels were llain in fight and durin<- 
the purfuit. The plunder was fo great, that every private man in 
Ae allied army became rich in gold, jewels, efFefts, tents, arms, 
horfes and Haves, as the fiiltans left every perfon in pofleffion of what 
he had acquired, only taking elephants for their own ufe. Firmauns 
with' accounts of this -very important vidtory were dilpatched to their 
feveral dominions, and the fultans, a few days after the battle, 
marched onwards into the country of Ramraaje as far as Anicondeh, 
and the advanced troops penetrated to Beejanuggur, which they 
plundered, razed the chief buildings, and committed all manner of 
cxcefs. When the depredations of the allies had deftroyed all the 
country round, Negtaderee, who had efcaped From the battle to a 
diftant fortrefs, fent humble entreaties of peace to the fultans to 
whom he gave up all the places which his brother had wrefted from 
them; and. the viftors being fatisfied, took leave of each other at' 
Roijore, and returned to their feveral dominions. The raaie of Bee 
januggur fince this battle has! never recovered its ancient fplendour • 
and the city itfelf has been fo deftroyed, that it is now totally in ruins 
and uninhabited; while the countiy has been feized by the zemin- 
dars, each of whom hath afliimed an independant power in his 
own diftria. 


Houffein Nizam Shaw dying not long after this event, was fuc- 
ceededby his-fonMortiza, then a minor; and Ali Adil Shaw think- 
ing this a proper opportunity to execute his deCgns, moved with an 
army to Anicondeh, in order to place Timraaje, the fan of Ram- 
raaje, onthemufnud ofBiIcondah, and depofe Negtaderee, hooine 
by degrees to acquire for liimfelf Anicondeh and Beejanuggur. Netr- 
toderee, being mformed of his defigns, wrote to Mortiza Nizam 
Stov and his mother IChoonzeh fultana, who direded his affairs Tr 
affiftance, as he regarded himfelf as their dependant. The fultana, ' 

' ' 
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by the advice of Moolla Einaiut Oolla, taking her fon with her,' 
marched at tlie head of an army to Beejapore ; upon which Ali A^il 
Shaw retreated expeditioufly from Anicondeh, and returned to his 
capital ; before which frequent flcirmiflies happened between the two 
armies, but at length die fultana thought it advifeable to return with 
her fon to Ahmednuggur. 

t 

The next year, at die requeft of the fultana regent, Ali Adil 
Shaw, accompanied the army of Nizam Shaw to Berar, which was 
laid wafte j but the fultan returned on the approach of the rains to 
Beejapore, This year the done wall round that city was completed. 
As, on account of the ill management of die relations of Khoonzeh 
fultana, the government of Nizam Shaw was much weakened, Ali^ 
Adil Shaw formed views of reducing fome parts of the country' to his 
authority. He prefeiited Kummaul Kilhw‘er Khan with the jftandard 
of Affud Khan Balgoaanee •, on which was embroidered an angry lionf 
and’ in the beginning of the year 975 fent him, with twenty thoufand 
horfe, to invade the territories of Nizam Shaw. The general poffell- 
ed himfelf of fome pergunnahs with little oppplition, and in a Ihoit 
time eredled a fort for their defence, which he named Darwer. 
Mortiza Nizam Shaw, having at length wrehed his power from, the 
hands of his mother, marched' to recover his p'olTeffions ; upon which - 
Kifhwer Khan fhut himfelf up in the fort, which he had well ftock- 
^ed with ftores and provihons, to fuftain a fiege. ' Ankufs Khan, and 
other amras who had been fent to his fupport by Ali Adil Shaw, 
either out of hatred to him, difhonefty, or folly, chofe to quit him, 
under pretence of drawing off the enemy’s -attention by plundering 
and laying wafte the enykons of Ahmednuggur. ' Nizam Shaw, uii- 
intimidated by this feint, as he had taken an oath not to retire with- 
out reducing the fortrefs, made an immediate affault upon it, without 
any regular approaches, and fucceeded, contrary to the expedtations of 
his own troops, foy the lucky accident of KiftiwerKlian’s being killed 
by an arrow, as he was condudling the defence j after which his fol- 
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lowers fled through a wicket out of the place, which fell into the 
hands of Nizam Shaw, with all the diftrifts that had been wrefted 
from his territories by the army of Ali Adil Shaw. Khajeh Meeruk 
and Peer Ifpahanee were immediately detached with a large force 
after Ein al Moolk, who had moved towards Ahmednuggur j and 
overtaking him, a delperate affion enfued, in which that chief was 
killed, Noor Khan taken prifoner, and the fhattered remains of Adil 
Shaw’s army returned to Beejapore with great difficulty and much 
lofs. ' , , , 

( 

In theft years. All Adil Shaw marched againft Goa to reduce the 
Europeans, but retreated without effedling any tiling, after the lofs 
of a great number of men. He then moved agalnfl; the fortrefs of 
Oodnee, then in pofleffion of one of the principal amras of Ramraaje, 
who on the death of his mailer had affumcd independence. Ankufs 
Khan was dilpatched on^this fervice, with eight thoufand horfe, 
infantry, and a conliderable train of artillery. Several adlions were 
fought on the plain j and at length the chief Ihut himfelf up in the 
fortrefs, which was well fupplied -with llores and provifioas ; but 
Ankufs Khan carried on the liege with fuch vigour, that at length it 
fubmitted to his arms. Oodnee was lituated upon the fummit of a 
very high hill, and contained many ponds and fountains of clear and 
fweet water, with numerous princely llruaures. The roies of Bee- 
januggur regarding it as impregnable to the arms of Iflaam, had aU 
contributed to make it a convenient alylum for their families ; and it 
was fortified with eleven walls, one witliin another, fo that it appear- 
ed impoffible to reduce it by force, and nothing but the dole and 
long blockade of Ankufs Khan could have reduced it to the arms of 
Beejapore. ■ ' . 

This acquilition having given great reputation to the arms of Ali 
Adil Shaw, he refolved on other conquefls j prior to entering upon 
which, he judged it proper to have a meeting with lyiortiza Nizam 
’ - Shaw,, 
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Shaw, who, at his reqiieft, came to an interview on his borders, at 
which it was agreed, that he fhould poffefs himfelf of Berar, and 
that Ali Adil Shaw might Oonquer as much of the dependancies oa 
Beejanuggur as he thought proper, without any , interference firom. 
Nizam Shaw to interrupt his plans. 

_ i 

In the year 981, Ali Adil Shaw marched againft the fortrefs of A.D. 
Toorkul, which he had loft during the invafions of Ramraaje, after 
whole death it had fallen into the hands of Vingti and Buflabie, who. 
after a liege of leven months furrendered themfelves prifoners, arid 
were put to death 'by painful tortures. The fultan then moved to 
reduce Darwer, one of the hrongell forts in Carnatic, and at that 
time pqhelled by one of the mobility of Ramraaje, who paid annually 
■a fmall acknowledgment to Eeltumraaje, and had acquired great 
power. By the good condud of' Muftafa. Khan Ardiftaanee, who 
had been appointed prime miniller, the fort was taken in' fix months $ 
and "when the furrounding country was perfedly reduced to order, 

Ali Adil Shaw, at the .perfuafions of his vizier^ carried -his arms 
againft Bihkapore, the principal refidence of Velub Roy, who had 
been betel-bearer to Ramraaje, after whofe death he had alfumed 
independance, and had reduced tlie foies of Jerreh, Chundercote, and 
Caroore to become his tributaries. Upon the approach of the royal 
army he Ihut himfelf Up in the fort, and detached his fon, with a 
thoufand horfe and ten thoufand foot, to line the woods and pafies, 
in order to harals the enemy as opportunity offered, and endeavour to 
cut off'fupplies of provifions. At the fame time, ,he fent letters to 
l^egtaderee, grandfon of Ramraaje, confelfing great penitence and 
fbrrow for his difaffedtion to him as his legal fovereign, and begging 
for afiillance againfi; the fultan ; in confideration of which he promifed 
to pay an annual tribute, and in fiiture continue- firm to his alle- 
giance:, Negtaderee in reply wrote him, that by his wickednefs and ' - 
evil example, molt of the dependants on his houfe ■ had become 
rebels, and departed from their duty, fo tliat it was with difficulty he 

could 
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could fupport himfelf at Bilcondah and Chundageereh, which the 
fultans of Iflaam had left hidi; therefore he would advife him, if 
money or jewels could purchafe_ peace, to lay afide his avarice, and 
procure it at any price j but if helhould find that impoffible, he muft 
by all means in his power bring over the neighbouring roies to his 
caufe,' and prevail upon tliem to join his fon with their followers, and 
harafs the muffulmauns by cutting off provifions, and by night rob- 
beries. He promifed to iffue his firmauns to all his vaflals to alfift 
him, though he could not rely on their obedience- 

Though Velub by this anfwer was reduced to delpair, yet ugrcu- 
ably to the advice of his prince, he prevailed on fome chiefs to join 
his fon j who adted with fuch vigour, that grain became vety fcarce 
in the royalcamp, which he molefted at night by parties of robbers, 
who did much execution- The footmen of the Carnatic, who valued 
their lives but little, quite naked, and their bodies anointed with oil, 
to prevent their being eafily feized, entered tents at night, and llab- 
bed the fleeping inhabitants without mercy. Every night numbers 
were killed by them in this treacherous manner ; and fo great a dread 
and difcontent prevailed ampng the foldiers, that they were near 
forcing the fultan to raife the fiege. At length Muftafa Khan pro- 
vided a remedy, both to prevent famine and the nightly murders. 
He detached the Bergee chiefs, with fix thoufand horfe, againfi: the 
enemy in the field, and flationed a chain of eight thoufand foot round 
the camp every night. By this precaution the robbers were fbon tired 
of attempts, as they found it impoffible tb efcape with impunity. 
The Bergee chiefs performed their orders fo well, that the commu- 
nication was kept open, and plenty reftored to the camp. The fiege 
however continued for one year and three months, when provifions in 
the garrifon began to fail, and the fbn of Velub dying, all the vaflH 
roies who had attended him retired home. Velub, delpairing of 
relief, at length fent offers for furrendering the fort to the fultan, on 
condition of being allowed to march away with his family and effefts, 

which 
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which All Adil Shaw thought proper to grant, and the place was 
evacuated accordingly. The fultan ordered a fuperb temple within' 
- it to be defti'oyed, and he himfelf laid the firft Hone of a mofque, 
which was built on the foundation, offering up praifes for his vidlory. 

• Muftafa Klian by this fucccfs acquired new credit, was honoured 
with a royal drefs, and had many towns and diftridts of the con- 
quered country conferred upon him in jaghire. The fultan, who 
vras much given to pleafurc, entrufted to Jiis foie management all 
affairs of Hate, and refigned to him his feal, with orders to ufe it as 
he pleafed, without waiting for particular inftrudions. 

Four months after the redudlion of Binkapore, when the country 
%vas properly fettled by the royal officers, and the ’different chiefs had 
lubmitted to pay tribute, Ali Adil Shaw took up his refidence in the 
fbrt> where he ipent his time in a round of amufements, and detached 
Muftafa Khan, with twenty tlioufand horfe and a great body of 
infantry with artillery, to reduce the forts of Jerreh and Chundercote. 
On the arrival of tlie miniffer near the former, the roy made offers 
of fubmiffion and tribute, which were accepted ; and the army 
moved on, without molefting him, to Chundercote, the roy of 
which prepared for refiflance. Muftafa Khan laid ftege to the 
place, and detached the Bergee chiefs to employ the roies who had 
come to his afliftance. At the end of fourteen months the fort was 
carried by ftorm, pin the year 983, and Ali Adil Shaw came from 
Binkapore to vifit it ; and having continued at it three months, re- 
turned in triumph to Beejapore, after an abfence of fomewhat more ■ 
than three years. Muftafa Khan remained at Chundercote to regu- 
late the country, and the royal feal was left in his poffeffion ; while 
orders were given to the heads of offices for all firmauns to be ex- 
pedited by them from Beejapore for his approval. 

The following year a petition came ffom Muftafa Khan, fepre- 
fenting, that the ancient fortrefs of Chundercote was fituated upon a 
' , , lofty 



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


lofty hill, and better calculated for defence than that now ftanding on 
the plain; lb that he wilhed the fultan would come and view the old' 
lite, that, if he approved, it might be refortified without delay. All 
Adil Shaw, in compliance with his requeft, went with a fmall train ; 
and approving the defign of his minifter, ordered a fort to be ereited, 
It was finilhed in the fpace of one year, and the fultan came again 
from Beejapore to view it. , Subgeer Naik having come to vifit the 
fultan, invited him to make the tour of his country; and Ali Adil 
Shaw accepting the offer, left' his army at Chundercote, and with 
Muftafa Khan and four or five thouland men, proceeded to the for- 
trefs of Caroore. This place was fituated in a mountainous country, 
full of forefts, and fo difficult of accels, that in moft paflages only 
one horfcman could enter at a time. The fultan dilliking the ap- ‘ 
pearance of the ’country, returned to Chundercote, leaving the Naik 
all his poffelfions ; but Muftafir Khan, in order to make a merit of 
his mailer’s generolity, told the Naik, that it was with difficulty he 
had perfuaded him from reducing the terrifory; therefore, if he 
wifhed his own fafety, he had better fubmit to pay tribute, and draw' 
over the furrounding roies to do the lame. Subgeer Naik, by his 
reprefentations, pevailed on Seeb Naik of Jerreh, the jannee of 
Barcelore, and feveral other chiefs, to pay their relpedls to the fultan ; 
to whom they prefented an offering of confiderable firms, and agreed • 
to pay an annual tribute. On the day on which thefe chiefs received 
their drefles of difmiflion fi-o'm the lultan, women’s habits were pre- 
pared for Baradeo, the rannee ofBarcelore, and another rannee, which 
they declined accepting, faying, that though women in fex, they 
held their dominions by malculine llrength : upon which the lultan 
gave them men’s drelfes, and praifcd their valour. Thefe countries 
have been long governed by women, the daughters always fucceeding 
to the raaje, and the men fcrving under them as officers, the hulbands 
of the rannees having no power in the Hate. 


Ali 
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All Adil Shaw having fettled his new conquefls, appointed a 
bramin governor, and Muftafa Khan commander in chief of the 
whole, conferring the office of vaqueel upon Afzul KJian Sheerazee j 
after which regulations, he returned to Beejapore. Muftafa Khan, 
who was a faithfuTfervant, and anxious to extend the power of his 
fovereign, fent, not long after, one of his confidential friends to court, 
propofing to his majefty to march againfi: Bilcondah. ' Ali Adil Shaw 
approving the plan, ordered his forces .,to aflemble, and moved in 
great pomp to Oodnee ; from whence, on the jiindtion of Muftafa 
Khan with the troops of Carnatic, he proceeded towards Bilcondah, 

■and Negtaderee, on his approach, committing the place to the care 
of one of his nobility, retired with his treafiires and effedts to the for- 
trefs .of Chundageereh. - The fultan furrounded the city, blocking 
it up clofely for three months f at the end of which the garrifon 
were near fubmitting for want of provifions, when Negtaderee bribed 
Hundeattum Naik, the chief of the Bergees, with twenty four 
.lacks of rupees and five elephants, to defert from the fultan with his 
followers and harafs the camp ; which he did fo efedtually, that Ali 
Adil Shaw thought proper to raife the fiege, and retire to the neigh- 
bourhood of Binkapore ; from whence he ffiortly after marched back 
to Beejapore, leaving Muftafa Khan to protedl the frontiers. 

In the year 986, the Bergees committing excefies in their jag-, A.D. 
hires about Beejanuggur, the fultan fent againfi; them Mortiza Khan 
Anjoo, with three thoufand foreign archers, and a number of Dek- 
kanees and Abyffinians, with whom tliey carried on ficirmilhes for 
near one year, without being at all weakened. . Muftafa Khan then 
reprefented to the fultan, that it was ufelefs fending troops againfi: ^ • 
them, and he had better prevail upon them by^ ftratagem to come to 
Beejapore, when he might puniffi them in a manner worthy of their 
treachery. Ali Adil Shaw approving this advice, difpatched Vafoo 
Pundit, and others of their friends, to invite them to return. Hand- 

Qlq ' ^ ' eattum 

> • t 

* Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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eattum Naik ini vain reprefented to them, that it was hot poffible the. 
fultan could forgive a treachery, which' had difappoihted him of the ; 
cohqdell of Bilcondah, biit had invited themtbacfc to, effedt their, de- 
ilruftion; Moil: of the, chiefs and their followers however returned j, 
but Handeattum Naik retired to Bilcondah,'- where, he, took fervice' 
with Negtaderee. • For fome time the fultan treated the Bergees with; 
kindnefs, but 'at length piit moil: of them to death by treachery. 

In the year '987,. as the fultanihadi'np ;foh;,he'iappointed:his 
nephew Ibrahim^ fon of his. brother^ Shaw Thamalp, his ,-fucceflbri 
and the following year he ; was aflaifinated by.a eunuch, whom he 
had forced againil his inclination to come to his court from Ahmed- 
nugguii ..f; , . ' . , 
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SULTAN 

ABOU AL MUZZUFFIR IBRAHIM 
ADIL SHAW 2<* BEEJAPOREE. 


Ibrahim Adil Shaw upon his acceffion to the throne, being only 
in his ninth year, the management of publick affairs was given to 
Kamil Khan Dekkanee, and Chaund Bibi Sultana, wife to the late 
king, was. entrufled with the care of the education of the minor 
'monarch, JEvery day, excepting Wednefdays and Fridays, publick 
audience was given, at which fuitan Ibrahim appeared feated on the 
throne, when publick affairs were tranfadled in his prefence. For 
feme time Kamil "Khan behaved with due moderation in his high 
office 5 but, at lengtii, intoxicated with power, he was guilty of fome 
infolence towards Chaund Sultana, who turned her thoughts to effecSt 
his deftruftion. She fecretly fent a rheffage to Hajee Kifhwer Khan, 
an officer of j high rank, obferving, . that as the regent was unfit for 
/his important office, fhe wiflied to remove -him, and beftow his 
honours upon himfelf, provided he would deflroy the minifler before 
,his power fhould.become fo great as to render his removal impoffible. 
"Hajee Kifhwer Khan, infligated by the hopes of advancement to the 
ffiighefl honours of the flate, rformed -a party with feveral chiefs, and 
.on&^evening, when Kamil Khan was holding a durbar in 'the green 
-palace, fiiddenly entering the citadel with four hundred men, fhut 
^the gates, confined, the commanding officer of the garrifbn, and pro- 
' ■ 2 ceeded 
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ceeded to feize' the regent. Kamil IChan, being alarmed, attempted 
to fly towards the haram, in hopes of protedtibn from Chauhd Sul- ' 
tana ; when he was informed, by fome eunuchs his friends, that the 
plot to feize his perfon was formed by<her. Confounded at this in- 
telligence, he ran out of the palace, and, as his only chance for 
efcape, flung himfelf over the wall of the citadel into the ditch, then 
full of water. He fwam over, and paffed' undilcovered to the 
Imaum gate of the city, which was however Ihut. ■“ By the help of 
his turban, fafh, and other clothes tied together, and fixed to a battle- 
ment of the city wall, he dcfcended, and haftened'to his own houle 
at no great diftance, where he prepared for flight with his friends., 
Hajee Kiftiwer Khan not finding his intended vidlim, fuppofed he 
was concealed in the fort, and employed near an hour in fearching all 
the private buildings and retired'places j after which he dilpatched a 
force to feek him without. Kamil Khan having provided himfelf 
with as many jewels and as much money as time would allow, fled 
with feven or eight friends towards Ahmednuggur 5 but had not 
gone above four miles before he was overtaken,' and feized by the 
people of Kilhwer Khan, who cut off his head, and carried it to 
their patron j but plundered all the jewels and treafure for their 
own ufe. ' ’ 'j ' I £• I. 

' ' ’ t ■' 

Hajee Killiwer Khan after this event,' copying the example of 
Kamil Khan, by the patronage and fupport of Chaund Sultana, 
grafped the whole authority of the Hate, and ruled with uncontrouled 
fway. At this period, Behzaad al Moolk Turk, meer nobut to 
Mortiza Nizam Shaw, advanced from’ Ahmednuggur with fifteen 
•thoufand horfe, to reduce fome diftriifts belonging to Beejaporej 
upon which the regent detached Ein al Moolk Canaanee with an 
army to repel the enemy on the frontiers. Behzaad al Moolk received 
a total defeat near Shawdirruk, and all his tents, baggage, elephants, 
and artillery, fell into the hands of the viftors, who returned trium- 
phant to Beejapore. The regent, by the advice of Chaund Sultana, 

ordered 
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ordered rejoicings for three days, and conferred rich gifts and 
honoraiy diflindiions upon all the amras who had fignalized them- 
^ ielves during the expedition 3 but fome time after, tliouglit proper to 
iflue firmauns demanding the elephants taken in battle from the Cap- 
tors, for the royal ufe. This order gave much difguR, and many of 
‘ the nobility refuting to comply? fecretly combined together to re- 
move him from the .regency. Some advifed addreffirig Chaund 
Sultana to call Muftafa Khan from Binkapore, to take upon himfelf 
tlie adminiflration of affairs? and others were for deferring any refb- 
lution for the prefent, as Syed Mortiza, governor of Berar, was upon 
.his march from Ahmednuggur to revenge the defeat of Behzaad al 
Moolk ? therefore it would be dangerous to attempt a change till the 
enemy was driven away from the frontiers ? bult that being effedted, 
they might then retire to Beejanuggur, and take meafures, by;,the 
approbation of Ghaund Sultana, to accomplifli their wiflies for a new 
regent, . 

- Kifliwer I^ian being informed of the defigns forming againft his 
power, took meafures to prevent them. He fent an order under the 
✓ royal teal to Meer Noor ad Dien, a jaghii*edaar near Binkapore, to 
■'affaffinate Muftafa Khan, promifing to reward him for , the deed with 
the' eftates and honours of that nobleman. Noor ad Dien, though he 
had'been patronized by him, and was obliged to him for his prefent 
.ftatidn, undertook the adtion. He fent the bearer of the firmaun into 
the fort, and' at the fame time a private meflage to, the principal 
officers of the garrifon, informing them, that Muftafa Khan medi- 
^ tated ,t6 put them to death, and deliver the fort up to the raja of 
. Carnatic, with whom he had entered into deiigns againft the royal 
/ authority? therefore they would do well to obforve the contents of 
the firrnaun in the hands of Maliummud Ameen the bearer, and rid 
themfelves of their treacherous governor, for which they would be 
' amply rewarded by the fultan. ' Mahummud Apieen, upon' his ar- 
rival at the gates of Binkapore, fent word to Muftafa Khan, that he 
■ ' . ' . • - ' ■ . had 
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had brought a firmaun from the fultan ; mppn which ;he waS admit- 
ted with great reipeit, and orders given for his accommodation. 
'Pretending that it was late, he delired to be excufed 'Ihewing the 
firmaun till the next mornings ttnd Muftafa Khan, unfufpedling 
deceit, agreed to the delay.- During the night, Mahummud Ameen 
fliewed the paper to the officers of the garrifon who feeing the 
king’s order for the death of Muftafe Khan, agreed to put it into 
execution. While he was at prayers the following morning, a num- 
ber of them rufhed upon him, and ftrangled him with a bow firing. 

When intelligence of this adtion arrived at iBeejapore,i-Chaund 
Sultana was highly difpleafed, and uttered in bitter terms of reproach 
her difapprobation of the conduit of Kafhwer Khan. The regent for 
the prefent concealed Jiis refentment againft her j but in a fhort.time 
accufed-her of having fecretly inftigated her brother, Mortiza Nizam 
Shaw, to invade Beejapore, and obtained the fultan’s orders to con- 
fine her for feme time in the fortrefs of Sittara. She was accord- 
ingly forced out of the haram; with many indignities, and ftnt 
prifoner to that place. After this fuccefsful treachery, Kifhwer Khan 
became felf-fecure, and condudled affairs -with unbridled authori^. 
He fent Mean Buddoo Dekkanee, on whofe fidelity he had the 
greateft reliance, to command on the frontiers, with inftruffions to 
feize by treachery moll of the Abyffinian nobility of the army, and 
confine them in Shawdirruk. This defign by accident coming to the 
knowledge of the intended viflims, they refolved to feize Mean Bud- 
doo in his own fnare, and then remove Kifhwer Khan from the 
regency. With this view, Aklaafs Khan, the principal Abyffinian 
chief, pretending that he had received news from Beejapore of the 
birth of a fon, made a grand entertainment, to which he invited 
Mean Buddoo ; who, not fufpeiling his intentions, went to his tents, 
attended only by a feledl number of his friends, and was made prifon- 
cr by the very fame flratagem he had deligned to pradlife. Aklaafs 
Khan, with all the amras, and the whole army, moved the fame day 
' towards 
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towards Beejaporc j and Bin al Moolk and Ankiifs Khan/ with-fuch 
of the nobility as- were friends to Kifhwer Khan, deferted on the 
route to their feveral jagliires. 

Kifliwer Khan on hearing of this league againfl: him, gave over 
all thoughts of oppofition ; but to preferve appearances, and prevent 
being feized by the inhabitants of the city, he invited the young ful- 
tan to a feaft at his own houfe ; but as he attended him through the 
ilreets, the common people, and even women, uttered loud exclam- 
ations of abufe againfl him, calling him the murderer of fyeds, and 
confiner of Chaund Sultana. The regent, feeing the minds of the 
publick enraged againfl him, thought it high time to prepare for his 
efcape. When he heard that the army was arrived within a day's 
march of the city, he prevailed on the fultan to go with him, on 
pretence of hunting, to Koollabaugh, one' of the royal gardens ^ 
where, on his arrival, he expreifed fears left the heat of the fun fhould 
. hurt his maj efty’s health, and begged he would return to the palace, 
promifing to follow himfelft as foon as he had taken a view of tlie 
gardens of Shawpore. The fultan returned, agreeably to his requeft; 
when Kifhwer Khan, who had a train of four hundred horfe, among 
whom he had diftributed his jewels and money,' leaving his women 
and children behind in the city, took the road of Ahmednuggur. On 
his arrival, he found that court did not wifti to afford him protedlion 
on which, he moved towards Golconda, the capital of Koottub Shaw, 
and he was'fliortly after affaflinated in that city, by one of the friends 
of Muftafa Khan, in revenge' for his treachery to that nobleman. 

The Abyflinian amras entered Beejapore without oppofition, and 
were honoured by the young fultan with khelauts and other marks of 
approbation. -Aklaafs Khan affumed the regency, and Chaund'Sul- 
tana being conducted from her confinement in Sittara to the capital, - 
was again entrufted with the care of the young fultan's perfon. At 
her requeft, Afzul Khan Sheerazee was appointed pefhwa, and Vafoo 

Pundit 
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Pundit muftofee of the kingdom j but the new regent not long after 
put them both to death, on fulpicion of their entertaining defigns 
prejudicial to his intereft in concert with the fultana. He banilhed i 
many principal noblemen from Beejapore j and, in conjunflion with 
Hummeed Khan and Dillawer Khan, > ruled the ilate as his caprice 
diredled. He invited Ein al Moolk from ’his jaghire to court, and on 
his arrival near the city, with his companions, went out to meet him, 
in order to ihew their refpedl for his dignity. Ein aJ Moolk, feeing 
the three minifters with but few attendants, treacheroufly feized them, 
put them all into heavy fetters, and the next morning prepared to 
enter the city with his prifoners upon elephants, in order to feize the 
regency. Upon his entering the city, he was told that the garrifon 
had ihut the gates of the citadel, and meant to oppofe him j upon 
which, without regarding his captives, he withdrew \vith expedition, 
and retired to his jaghire. Aklaals'Khan and his companions being 
thus unexpedledly releafed, reaflitmed their authority 5 but fome of the 
nobility at court oppoling them, great dilTentions prevailed at Beeja- 
pore, which gave encouragement to enemies to invade the kingdom. 

Behzaad al Moolk, who after his defeat had retreated, returned 
with Syed Mortiza, the ameer al amra of Berar. Mahummiid 
Koolli Koottub Shaw alfo, having entered into alliance with Nizam 
Shaw, and marching from 'Golconda, , joined his generals before 
Shawdirruk ; which place was laid clofe liege to by the allies 5 but 
the commanding officer, notwithftanding the confufed Hate of affairs 
at Beejapore, made a firm refiftance, and refufed ^lendid offers made 
him by the enemy to give up his charge ; obferving, in anfwer to 
their promifes and temptations, that he would not forfeit his honour, 
the lofs of which nothing could reJlore, as he mull give up with it the 
efteem of the world. The allies finding all their ^attempts fruitlefs, 

' relblved to raife the liege, and march againll Beejapore ; whelre ,the 
dilTentions prevailing among the TOinillers, would probably favour 
their caule, and if they lucceeded in taking the capital, the depend- 

^ ancies 
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ancies muO: iboh fall. The allies accordingly broke up their camp 
before ShaWdirruk, and, after laying wafte the country in their route, 
appeared before Beejapore with forty' thoufandhorfe. 

As there were not then at the capital more than two . or three 
thoufand horfe, the Abyffinians kept themfelves clofe in' the city till 
the arrival of Ein al Moolk and Ankufs Khan, with eight thoufand 
horfe ; after which they encamped near the gate of Allapore, and 
had repeated flcirmifties with the enemy, whofe fuperiority of num- 
bers gave them the advantage. About twenty yards of the wall of the 
city falling down, owing to heavy rain, and Ein al Moolk and An- 
kufs Khan going over in difguft at the Hubflieh chiefs to the enemy 
the fame night, the allies meditated, an 'alTault on the place in the 
morning but Syed Mdrtiza, who was difpleafed at being fuperfeded ; 
' by Behzaad al Moolk,' prevented the execution of that deiign^ and 
the Beejaporees found , time to repair, the breach.: At length, the 
Abyhinian chiefs feeing that the principal nobility and- officers diiliked 
their authority, and on that account declined coming to the ful tan’s 
affiftance, in conlideration of the ftate of affairs, reprefented to the 
fultana, that they were willing to give up theii* power to whoever fhe 
fhould appoint, as they were loyal, and wiflied to fee the govern- 
' ment rendered flourifhing, though they could not conduft it them- ' 
felves, owing to the refufal of the nobility to obey their orders. ( 

Ohaund Sultana believing their declarations, at their defire con- 
ferred the khelaut of ameer Jumlegee on Shaw Aboil kl Houffun, fon 
of Shaw Tahir, who immediately fent off expreffes with firmauns of 
encouragement to the Bergee chiefs of Carnatic, inviting them to 
return to tlieir duty. He alfo .wrote to Syed Mortiza, who had a 
, profound veneration forfhe family of Shaw Tahir, advifing him to 
prevail upon the allies to quit- the tefritories'of Beejapbre ; threaten- 
ing, if they did not, : that when the aiiiras joined the. fultan, which 
would ffiortly happen, their retreat fhould he cut off. ' Syed. Mortiza, 
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who did not wifh that Koottub Shaw or Behzaad al Moolk fhould 
fucceed, immediately began his meafurcs to oblige them .to retreat. 
He fent to Bin al Moolk and Ankufs Khan, who had deferted to him 
from Beejapore, defiring them to return ; obferving, that at a time 
offuch danger to quit the fervice ofjtheir fovereign, on pretence of 
diflike to his minifters, was afting unworthy the charadters of noble- 
men. They took Kis advice, and returned the/ame evening to Bee- 
japore, where they renewed their allegiance to Ibrahim Adil Shaw. 
Moft of the nobility and the Bergees hearing of the change of affairs, 
haftened to court with their followers, and by the loyal endeavours of 
Aboil al HoulTun, in lefs than a month an army of above twenty 
thoufand men was colledled at the capital, where affairs once more 
affumed a promifing appearance.. The Bergee chiefs were detached 
. to harafs the environs of the enemy’s camp, and fucceeded, fo well, 
that in a ftiort time famine prevailed, and the allies repented of their 
expedition to Beejapore. 

As the diftrefs of the allies encreafed, they held councils what mea- 
fures to purfue j and it was at laft determined that they fhould divide 
their armies, that Koottub Shaw fhould proceed againft.Koolburga, 
and Behzaad al Moolk and Syed Mortiza recommence the liege of 
Shawdirruk. They accordingly moved fuddenly from before Beeja- 
pore j but the Nizam Shawee army, on account of &me events 
which will be mentioned, proceeded immediately to Ahmednuggur, 
plundering the diftridls of Mirch and Kulhir on their route and 
Mahummud Koolli Koottub Shaw, having left a detachment under 
Muftafa Khan to reduce fome diftrifts of Adil Shaw, returned to his 
capital of Golconda. Muftafa Khan at the end of three months was 
totally defeated, by an army fent from Beejapore under the command 
of Dilla wer Khan, who, after the vidloiy, alpired to the office of 
prime minifterj for which purpofe he entered into a plot againft 
Aklaafs Khan with Hyder Khan, commanding officer in the citadel 
of Beejapoie, to whom he made great promifes for his fupport. 

When 
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When every thing was fixed for the execution of his defign, he 
marched expeditioufly to the capital, and encamping near the gate 
of Allapore, fent in fuch flattering melfages' and declarations of 
attachment to Aldaafs Khan, as threw him oif his guard, and made 
him 'negledtful of the fecurity of ,the city and palace. One day, 
when Aklaafs Klian was repofing in his own houfe without the 
cifadel, Dillawer Klian with his fons, feven hundred horfe,’ and 
fifteen elephants fuddenly entering the city, proceeded to the palace, 
into which he was admitted according to promife by Hyder Khan 3 
and after paying his compliments to the fultan, flationed his followers 
in every part. Aklaafs Khan foon after advanced towards the gates 
with four thoufand men 3 but the cannon from the walls obliged him 
to retire to a diftance. He blocked up the citadel for near four 
months, but being then deferted by Bulleel Khan, his principal 
chief, with the greatefl; part of his followers, and difdaining to fly,, 
he was taken. in his houfe by Dillawer Khan; who, forgetting all 
his favours and kindnefs, ungratefully put out his eyes, and confined 
him. During this dilpute, the inhabitants of Beejapore fuifered 
many injuries from both parties, and many fine edifices were deilrby- 
ed by the cannon. - • ' 

Dillawer Khan, oh his acceflion to the regency, endeavoured to 
attach the nobility to his interefl:, by courting their alliance with his 
family and placing his relations in the highefl: oifices, particularly his 
fons, who had thofe immediately about the fultan’s perfon. ^ Bulleel 
Khan, who had by his coming over to him from Aklaafs Khan con- 
tributed greatly to his exaltation, he adopted for his fon ; and chufing 
about one hundred foreigners and fixty. Abyfiinians, baniflied all the 
refb from- the dominions of Ibrahim Adil Shaw. Shaw Abou al 
Houfiiin, who had been made prifoner in one of the forts by Aklaafs 
Khan, he firfl: blinded, and then put to death ; as alfo Hajee Pofeer, 
^ favourite of the late fultan ; and circumfcribed the influence of 
Chaund Sultana in fuch .a manner, . that none of the court any longer 
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attended to her pleafure. He by llratagem got into his power Ghalib 
Khan, governor of the fortrefs of Oodnee, who had rebelled, and, 
to deter others, pulled out his eyes. He eftablifhed the foonni cere- 
monies of religion in Beejapore, and ruled with abfolute fway and 
authority in every department for eight years ; during which period 
he reftored the affairs of the kingdom to a flouriftiing fituation. 

’ «■ 

Thefirftadlofhis power, after he found himfelf fecure, waS, 
to detach Bulled Khan with an army to coUea the arrears of tribute 
from the roies of Malabar. BuUeel Khan, after being joined by 
Arfub Naik, roy of Jerreh, marched againft Sunkir Naik, roy of 
Koorg, who refufed to comply with his demands. One night, after 
he had begun the liege, as he was vifiting the batteries, he had the 
ill fortune to be taken prifoner by a body of the enemy, and was car- 
ried into the fort, where he was put into heavy chains and confined. 
His troops, mining their chief, railed the liege, and feparated to 
various quarters. Bulled Khan after fome time, by promifes of 
great rewards, prevailed upon his keepers and' a .feller of grals to 
affill his efcape j and he was carried out by tbe latter upon his Ihoul- 
ders, concealed in a bundle of forage. When he had got to a Con- 
venient Ijjot, he contrived to pull off his chains, and haftened with 
all expedition towards the frontiers of Add Shaw ; where arriving 
in fafety, he procured a horfe, and proceeded to Binkapore, .from 
whence he informed Dillawer Khan of his fituation, and requefted 
another army to take revenge on Sunkir Naik ; but the regent chofe 
for the prefent to lay afide farther attempts. ' , 

Dillawer Khan, the lame year, in order to fettle a treaty of 
alliance with Mortiza Nizam Shaw, font ambafiadors in the name of 
the fultan to Ahmednuggur, by whom it was effedtcd ; and in the 
year 992, Nizam Shaw requefted of Ibrahim Shaw his lifter Khadi- 
jeh Sultana in marriage for his fon fultan Houffein j which being 
agreed to, Cafim Beg came with a train of four "hundred horfe to 
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Bcejajiore to receh-c the princefs, and efcort her to Ahmednuggur. 
She departed in great pomp at the end of four months, and^ was 
nccompaincd by Chaund Sultana, who defired to vifit her brother 
AToitIza Nizam Shaw, 

In the year 995, as Mahiimmud Koolli Koottub'Shaw negleded 
complying with die requeft of Ibrahim Shaw to fend his lifter Chaund 
Sultana, to whom lie was betrothed, to Bcejapore,' Dillawer JChan 
marched with die fultan towards the frontiers of Nizam Shaw, at die 
inftigation of whofc minifters die princefs had been detained. On 
• his arrival at the fort of Oofeh, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who had long 
retired from publick afiairs, judging that the condudl of his minifters- 
had occafioned the invafion, confined Sullabut KJian, and gave the 
ofiice of premier to Cafim Beg ; who by his entreaties prevailed upon 
Dillawer Khan to quit the country. The regent then moved to- 
wards the dominions of Mahiimmud Koolli Koottub Shaw, who, to 
procure peace, fent his lifter in great pomp and fplendour to Ibrahim 
Shaw, without delay, and the nuptials were concluded with royal 
magnificence at Shav/dirruk ; after which die fultan returned to 
Bcejapore. 

In the year 996, Mortiza Nizam Shaw, who was become diftraeft- 
ed, erideavoured to take the life of his fon fultan Meeran Houftein ; 
upon which the minifter, Mirza Khan, thought it beft to join the 
prince, and dethrone Nizam Shaw 5 to eftba: which, he requefted 
aft] ftance of Dillawer Khan, who marched with his fovereign from 
Beejaporein confeqiience of his application, but before he arrived at 
Ahmednuggur, fultan HoulTein had dethroned his father. Ibrahim 
Adil Shaw fent congratulations to him upon his acceflion, and intend- 
ed to have had an interview with him and the fultana his lifter j for 
which purpdfe he remained encamped Ibme miles from_A'hmednug- 
gurj but upon hearing that Houftein Shaw had atrocioully ' put 
- his father to death, he was ftruck vrith horror at the parricide, and 
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refolved not to fee’ him. He fent Meet Houflein Koord, who was 
remarkable for his free manner of Ipeaking, to Houflein Shaw with a 
meflage, that he had marched from Bcejapore folely with the defire 
of placing him on the throne, and obliging lus father to retire to 
fome fort where he might pafs his lime in religious exercifes j but as - 
he had wickedly put him to death, he would not fee him j yet, left - 
the world ftiould fuppofe that he afted from views of conqueft, he 
fhould leave him to the vengeance of jhe Almighty, and return to 
his own dominions. The fultan, after fending this meffage, returned 
to Beejapore j from whence Bulled Khan was again detached with 
twelve thoufand horfe to colledl the arrears of tribute from the roies of 
Malabar, and, in cafe they refufed payment, to reduce their forts. 

' 1 ‘ 1 ' 

' A year had fcarce elapfed, when Houflein Niiiam Shaw was 
airaflinated, and Jemmal Khan became all-powerful in the govern- 
ment; upon which, Dillawer Khan advifed Ibrahim Add Shaw to 
move towards Ahmednuggur, to take advantage of the diflentions ; 
and firmauns were difpatched to Bulled Khan, commanding him to 
return from Malabar without delay. The fuitan in 997 marched 
from Beejapore, and Dillawer Khan made the army halt near Shaw- 
dirruk above a month, in hopes of the jundion of Bulled Khan ; but 
he not appearing, the regent judged farther delay dangerous, and 
moved on towards Ahmednuggur. Jemmal Khan, with. Ifmaeel 
Nizam Shaw, attended by fifteen thoufand horfe, a great body of 
foot, and artillery, advanced to meet him, and both armies lay near 
each other for many days without engaging. At length, Jemmal 
Khan thought proper to beg peace, and Dillawer Khan confented to 
grant it, on condition, that the princefs Khadijeh, After to Ibrahim 
and widow to the late Shaw HouITein, fhould be fent back to her 
brother ; alfo that he fhould pay a fum of money. JemmafKhan 
without delay fent the princefs, with all her effedts and a large fum 
of money ; upon which Dillawer Khan retreated ; and upon the fame 
day Bulled Khan joined the army, where his fervices were not now 
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wintcd, ' and his departure from Malabar regretted, as he had nearly 
brought affairs in that quarter to' a 'proper adjuflment, which was 
diffurbed by his recall. . ' ' 

Dillawer Khan, who was di{j3leafed at his delay, whicli he fup« 
pofed to be defigned, undervalued the effc(5i:s which Bulleel Khan 
Jiad brought as part of the tributes, and demanded the balances 
from tlie roics who had acccompanied him to pay their compliments 
to the fultan. In order to affront him ftill more, he accufed him, in 
prefence of the fultan, of difobeying the royal orders in not haffening 
fooner to the royal camp; but Bulleel Khan, knowing the fultan 
was well inclined towards him, boldly replied, ' that he had been 
guilty of no fault, nor delayed longer than he could well avoid. He 
obferved, that he was juff on the point of receiving a large fum in 
part of tlie arrears of tribute, which would have been loff to the 
treafury had he made publick immediately his orders of recall, and 
the troops would alfo have met with great difficulties. He obferved, 
tliat the regent, rather tlian he, was to blame for having led the- ful- 
tan precipitately againft an enemy; whereas if he had remained 
fifteen days longer at Shawdirruk, the Malabar troops would have 
joined, and the country of Nizam Shaw might have been fuccefsfully 
invaded. Yet he^ was ready to confefs his own errors, and threw 
himfelf on the fultan's mercy for the crimes he might have com-^ 
mitted. Dillawer Khan, though much enraged at this boldnefs ; 
apprehending that his notice of it might occafion ditlurbances,- 
thought it beft to conceal his difpleafure. Ailuming then an air of 
approbation, he addreffedthe fultan, faying, that Bulleel Klian was 
a loyal fubjedt, and had performed great fervices ; fo that fince his, 
excufes for delay had reafonable foundation, he requefted his majeffy 
to forgive his errors, and confer upon him marks of the royal favour. 
The fultan, readily complying with ^this requeff, honoured Bulleel 
Khan with a rich khelaut ; and after the breaking up of the court 
Dillawer Khan took him with him to his tents, where he entertained 
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him with much magnificence ; and in order to ajlologife for his late 
ufage, faid, that as it was known by the publick that he had adopt- 
ed him as his fon, if in the affairs of government he did not behave 
to him with the fame ftriftnefs as to others, it would be faid that he 
was partial to his own children. Shortly after, a khelaut was con- 
ferred bn the fon of Arfub Naik, who had attended Bulleel to pay his 
compliments to the fultan, as well as many others of the roies of 
Malabar, who were all honourably difmifled to their own country. 
The regent ha'^ihg by his hypocritical behaviour thrown the gallant 
general off his guard, a fetV months after the return of the 'army to 
Beejapore, forgetting 'all his great fervices to himfelf in the time of 
Aklaafs Khan, had him treacheronfly feized and deprived of fight, 
tvithout the knowledge of the fultan j who, though much diipleafed, 
was too much in the power of Dillawer Khan to be able to exprefs 
his aiffatisfadlion ; but opportunity fhortly offered of freeing himfelf 
from 'his intolerable influence. ^ • i 

'll! the year 998, Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at the requeft of Dillawer 
Khan, marched from Beejapore to aflift Boorahan Nizam Shaw in the 
recovery of the throne of Ahmednuggur from Jemmal Khan, who 
had fet up the fon in oppofition to the father. ' Jemmal Khan having 
raifed a confiderable army, advanced with his fovereign, Jfmaeel 
Nizam Shaw, to within fixteen miles of the fultan’s camp, but 
without any intention to engage. He fent ambaffadors with great 
offers to Dillawer Khan if he would grant him peace ; but the regent 
refufing to liften to any terms, and many officers defecting from 
Jemmal Khan, that general, to fecure himfelf from fudden attacks, 
retired to a ftrong poll: furrounded by declivities and broken ground, 
at fbme diftance from his former camp. Dillawer Khan thinking his 
enemy weak, and lelf-fecure of vidtory, againft the exprefs requeft of 
the fultan marched after him, with thirty thoufand horfe, in hopes 
of taking him prifoner. Upon his arrival at the fpot where Jemmal 
Khan, contrary to his expedlations, was ftrongly encamped, he 
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repented of his raflinefs ; but, afliamed to retire, halted, in hopes 
that all his troops would foon join. At this indant an officer from 
Tl^rahim Adil Shaw arriving, reprefented, that as the army was not 
warned for adion, tlie fultaii dcfired he would put it off for the pre- 
fent, and day till the troops were properly arranged. Dillawer IClian 
returning for anfwer that he would diortly bring Jemmal Khan 
bound to the prefence of the fultan, advanced towards the enemy, 
Havint^ with great difficulty paffed over much mardiy ground, full 
of hollows, he at length, without proper order or difpofition, reached 
the enemy’s front, and detached the Bergee amras with their cavalry 
to dill upon tlie rear, to prevent any of their baggage efcaping. 
Jemmal Khan, feeing no chance of efcape but by the fword, drew 
out his troops, and prepared for a defperate reddance. In the very 
becrinning of the adlion, Ein al Moolk Canaanee, Ankufs Khan and 
Aidum Khan, who knew that Ibrahim Adil Shaw was much dif- 
pleafed with tlic regent, deferted him with their troops, and leaving 
him in tlie gulph of dedrudtion, hadened to the royal carnp at 
Darafung. Dillawer Khan, notwididaiiding this, fought fo valiantly 
with his own troops, tliat he put the enemy into diforder; upon 
which his followers feparated to feize the plunder of the camp, ac- 
cording’ to tlie loofe cudom of Hindoodan, leaving hini^ with not 
more Aan two hundred horfe. A party of the enenry, who had 
retired in good order with their prince, Ifmaeel Nizam Shaw, feeing 
this returned to attack him ; and Dillawer IChan, after much gal- 
lant ftrueele, preferring fafety to deftruftion, fled with feven perfons, 
among whom was the author of this hiftory,. from the field of battle. 
On his way, fpies brought intelligence that Ein al Moolk, with the 
other amras who had deferted him, were haftening to the liiltan, m 
hopes of deftroying his influence; upon which he redoubled his ex- 
. peLon, and reached Darafung before them, with three thoufand of 
.his defeated troops, who joined him by parties on his route. Left 
the vigors diould purfue, he marched with the fultan all night 
towards Shawdirruk, where he arrived the next morning. Jemmal 
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Khan, afters this very unexpefted fuccefs, having taken above one 
hundred elephants, advanced to Darafungj where the author Of this 
hiftory, who had received fome wounds, and could not travel from 
weaknefs, fell into his hands, but made his efcape from him by a 
frratagem. Jemmal Khan, learning that Boorahan Shaw, with his 
allies, Khajeh Ali Khan, and the amras ofiBerar, was advancing 
againft him, moved immediately from Darafung ; upon which the 
Beejapore army returned again, and purfued him for near one hundred 
and lixty miles. The fultan then thought proper to halt with the 
main body, and detach on the purfuit the Bergee amras j but Dilla- 
wer Khan difrelpeflfully infifted that the fultan Ihould march on, 
without delay, to Kaat Rohngur. This infolence gave great diffatis- 
fadlion, and Ibrahim Adil Shaw, now of an age to aft for himfelf^ 
tired of being led in the trammels of a regent, refolved to free him' 
felf by effefting his delVruftion. 

As all the officers of the royal houfehold and the body guards 
were attached to Dillawer Khan, the fultan was fearful of commU' 
nicating his wiffies to them, left they Ihould betray him. After 
much precaution, he fixed upon two Hindoos, common fervants of 
no note, to be his confidants on this important occafion. Thefe he 
fent privately to Ein al Moolk, the ameer al amra, to complain of 
the unreafonable power of his minifter; and received in anfwer 
facred promifes of affiftance, if he chofe to engage in depofing him 
from authority. After much negotiation by the two Hindoos, it 
was fettled that the fultan Ihould, on a certain night, when Dillawer 
Khan was afleep, repair luddenly to the camp of Ein al Moolk, 
which was only at a mile’s diftance, where he ihould be joined by 
him, Ali Khan and Ankuls Khan, who would faithfully obey his 
commands. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, relying Upon thefe declarations, 
on the night of the fourteenth of Rejib, 998, came out of his pri- 
vate apartments, and commanded KuQifdaar Khan to bring him a 
horfe. The keeper of the ftables refufed obedience, faying, that 
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without the orders of Dillawer IClian he dared not comply. Kufhf-. 
daar Khan, provoked at this iiifolence, gave him feveral blows; 
upon which the grooms of the ftables were terrified, and brought 
horfes immediately. The fultaii mounting, ifliied, attended by his 
flaves from his tents ; and on the way Elias IChan, his nurfe’s fon, 
who was upon guard, running up to him, afieed the caufe of his 
motion, and received for anfwcr, that the prefent was not a time for 
explanation, but' he fliould know the caufe if he chofe to attend him ; 
which he did immediately, witli rather lefs than an hundred horfe. 
When he arrived within a fliort diftance of the camp of Ein al 
Moolk, he halted, till that nobleman, with AH Khan and Arikufs 
iCIian, joined him. As foon as the fultan’s march was known, 
feveral officers, among whom was the autlior of this hiftory, with 
about three tlioufand foldiers, haftened to join him during the night. • 

Dillawer Klian, though above eighty years of age, had that 
night dedicated his hours to pleafure with a beautiful virgin of Dek- 
kan,- whom he had long fought .after, and jufi: obtained ; fo that, 
though feveral fpies often requefted admittance to his prefence, to 
inform him of the fultan’s flight, his attendants, who had received 
orders not to diflurb him, refufed to acquaint him with their coming 
which neglect gave full time to Ibrahim Adil Shaw to complete his 
defigns. Towards funrife, the regent was roufed from his dream of 
pleafure, • and with his fons and fix thoiifand horfe, with many ele- 
phants, followed his fovereign, in hopes that on his arrival he would 
be defe'rted by his friends, and again be obliged to throw himfelf into 
his hands. When he came in fight of the royal army, the fultan 
ordered Ein al Moolk to prepare to oppofe him ; but that nobleman 
fent privately a meflenger to the regent, offering to Hand neuter, 
while he might attempt to carry off the king. Dillawer KJian, en- 
couraged by this affurance, flopped his followers at a little difiance, 
and coming on with an hundred horfe and four elephants clofe to the 
fultan, addreflfed him, faying, that marching at night was improper, 
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but he hoped he would now return to his encampment. The fultan/ 
enraged at this infolence, exclaimed. Will no one punifli this traitor ? 
Upon which an inferior officer of the body .guard, named Awut 
Khan, fpurring his horfe up to the regent, gave him a wound witli 
his fabre, and i was preparing to inflidt another Ilroke, .when the 
regent’s horfe rearing at the flafliing brightnefs of the weapon, threw 
him } and his elephant drivers rufliing between him and Awut Khan, 
he had time to efcape to his own troops, whom he endeavoured te 
lead on againft the fultan ; but they were alarmed at the enormity of 
aflaulting their fovereign, and refufed, many of them deferring him 
immediately. Dillawer Khan, overwhelmed with confiifion and 
difmay, fled towards Ahmednuggur; but his fon Kummaul KhaU 
was overtaken at Darafung by the royalifts, and put to death. 

When the hand of providence had removed the thorns of the 
regent’s ufurpations from the Ikirts of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and the 
veil of obfcurity was taken from the luftre of his majefty, he gave 
khelauts of encouragement to Bin al Moolk, Ali Khan, and Ankufr 
Khan, notwithftanding their failure of promife, and, encamping, 
afcended the throne to give publick audience. Such as had difr 
tinguiffied themfelves by their loyalty during the night, he retyarded 
with a generofity beyond their expedtarions, and gratified the nobility 
and army by his liberal behaviour. Upon his retiring into his pri.- 
vate apartments to take repofe, a circumftance happened worthy of 
remark. As Dillawer Khan, being of the difciples of Hunefi, had 
eftablifhed the fooni ceremonies during his regency, many of the 
nobility, among whom were fome llridt foonites, judging that the 
fultan, copying his father and uncle, muft be a Iheeah, to pleafe hinr 
gave orders to the criers to proclaim evening pijiyer in the manner of 
the latter fedt. The fultan, who however had by education become 
a difciple of Hunefi, on hearing the call to prayer, was offended at 
the change, and gave orders for the criers to be confined j but upon 
being informed of the caufe of the alteration, he fmiled at the fudden 
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converfion of the foonitc nobility, and would frequently rally them 
upon it, calling them political ilieeahs. He however left every one 
to follow tlieir own opinions in matters of faith, and both fe<fts were 
publickly allowed to pradtife their religious ceremonies, as in the 
time of EufufF Adil Shaw. 

As, foon after the expullion of the regent, intelligence arrived of 
tlie defeat of Jemmal IClian, and tlie acceffion of Boorahan Nizam 
Shaw, the fultan fent letters of congratulation to him on the occafion ; 
and, as there now remained no caufe for continuing in the field, 
returned expeditioufly to Beejapore, where he employed himfelf in ' 
regulating the affairs of his government, which he' did with fo much 
jufHce, clemency, and prudence, that his people foon forgot their 
late troubles, and had reafon to congratulate each other on the happy 
deliverance of their fovereign from the thraldom of his miniflers. 

When Dillawer Khan fled to Alimednuggur, he was received by 
Boorahan Nizam Shaw among his nobility, and appointed to reduce 
the forts of Sholapore and Shawdirruk ; which coming to the know- 
ledge of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, he fent ambafladors to requefl: that he 
might be fent to him, together with the elephants which had been 
taken from him by Jemmal Khan. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, inftead 
of granting this demand, forgetting every former obligation, pre- 
pared for war 5 and at the inflagation of Dillawer Khan, in the' • 
month of Jemmad al Sani, 1000, marched towards the territories of 
Beejapore with. a great army ; and, having pafled the frontiers, laid 
wafte the country as he advanced. Upon his, arrival at Munglerreh, 
feeing that no army was fent into the field to oppofe him, he became 
fufpicious of ffaratagem to draw him into the heart of the kingdom, 
and on that account would have retreated, but was prevailed upon 
. by Dillawer Khan to remain, and advance as far as the river Beem- 
rah, where he. Halted, and there finding a ruined fortrefs, ordered it 
to be repaired. -Ibrahim Adil Shaw, who all this time had given 

no 
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no orders to dflemble his nobility, or ‘taken meafures to defend Iiisj 
country, on hearing this, laid, that Boorahan JSfizam Shaw would 
Ihortly adt llke'the child, who builds walls of clay, and then deftroys 
them with his own hands. . He feemed to be' unmindful that an 
enemy was in his country j and contentmg himfelf with "dHpatching 
a few horfe to obferve their motions, appeared to give himfelf totally 
up to amufements j which, mode of conduit became the wonder of 
all, and every man formed his own conjedtures upon it, both in his 
own dominions and the enemy’s camp, without be’mg able to account 
for his intentions. Boorahan Nizam Shaw confulted upon it with his 
own officers and Dillawer Khan, when feme fald that Ibrahim Adil 
Shaw, being a youth, was immerfcd in pleafu'res, and unmindful of 
the affairs of -his kingdom ; others, that, as he was jealous of the 
fidelity of his nobility, he was afraid of calling them together. ,The 
fultan’s fpies brought him regular infermation of all that paffed, and 
gave alarming accounts of the confidence of the enemy at his very 
extraordinary fupinenefs. 

Ibrahim Adil Shaw, at length, finding matters ripe fer the exe- 
cution of his intentions, fent a meffenger to Dillawer Khan, requeuing 
him to return, and once more take the charge of affairs upon him- 
felf; obferving, that he faw, though late, the folly of his own con- 
dudt, in having liftened to the reprefentations of defigning men 
againilfo' worthy a fervant; but if he would once more accept of his 
office, he might depend bn the utm'oft encouragement. Dillawer 
Khan, overjoyed at, this invitation, returned for anfwer, that if his 
majelly would aflhre him he Ihould not feffer any injury in his life or 
property, he would haften to throrv himfelf at his feet. All fecuri- 
ties he required being granted, the regent, in the hopes of once more 
attaining abfelute power and confining the fultan as formerly, ob- 
tained his difmiffion from Boorahan Nizam Shaw; who in vain 
reprefented to hiin that he was haftening to his own deftruftion, as 
behaviour like his to his fevereign Could never fincerely be fSrgiven. 

The 
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The regent haflened to Beejapore, where' he arrived in the evening, as 
the fultan \^^as returning in great flate from- the garden of the twelve 
Imaums towards tlie palace, and, having paid his refpedls, proceeded 
on foot in the train. When he had paffed on a little, :the fultan call- 
ing to Elias Khan, ordered him to fliew tlie regent a fpecinien of his 
own favourite punifliment in pulling out eyes, Dillawer Khan in 
vain reprefented that he had come to court on his majefty’s alTurances 
of pardon and fafety. The fultan told him, that he had only promifed 
not to injure his life or property, and that depriving him of fight 
could effedt neither. He was accordingly blinded, and fent to the - 
fortrefs of Sittareh, where he remained a prifoner tdl he died. 

The fultan having fuccefsfully rid himfelf of his dangerous minif- 
ter, fent orders to all his nobility to haften from their jaghires with- 
out delay, and made preparations to march againft the enemy. He 
' firll fent the Bergee amras, with lix thoufand horfe, to cut off all 
communication of fupplies from the enemy’s camp j and in the month 
of Shaaban, having appointed Roomi Khan Dekkanee commander of 
his armies, difpatched him at the head of ten thoufand horfe, and, . 
foon after, fent Elias Khan to reinforce him with three thoufand of 
the houfehold troops. The ’ Bergee amras greatly diftreffed the 
enemy, and defeated feveral detachments fent againft them ; till at 
'laft, Boorahan Shaw marched in perfon; upon which, unable to 
oppofe, they recroffed the Beemrah, which was then fordable ; and - 
' a lucky flood of the torrents from the mountains fwelled the river fo 
much immediately after, as to prevent their beiiig purfued^ upon -' 

.. which Boorahan Shaw returned to his camp. A famine and peflilen- 
tial diforder growing to a great height, arid carrying off great numbers 
of men and animals, obliged him to retire fome marches back 
fowards his own country, to obtain relief. When he had received 
' fjpplies of provifions, and the plague had fomewhat ' ceafed, he 
moved again, with a defign to lay fiege to the fortrefs of Sholapore; 
but wa^'bppofed on his march by Roomi Khan and Elias Khan, who 
_ • defeated' 
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defeated a principal part of his army under Noor Khan, ameer al 
amra of Berar, and took an hundred elephants ■and four hundred 
horfes. , 

After this lofs, the affairs of Boorahan' Nizam Shaw declined 
daily, and numbers of his troops, tired of long fervice and fatigue, 
deferted from his camp. A conlpiracy was formed againft his life by 
feveral of the nobility, who wifhed to place his fon Ilmaeel upon the 
throne in his room. Difeovering the plot, and growing fulpicious of 
all around him, he began his retreat towards Ahmednuggur j but 
was fo haraffed on his firll: march, that he thought it imprudent to 
attempt moving further till he could make peace with Ibrahim Add 
Shaw, to whom he fent ambafladors for the purpofe. The fultan for 
near a month refufed liftening to any terms j but was at laft prevailed 
upon to ceafe enmity, on the condition that Boorahan Nizam Shaw 
fhould deftroy the fort he had erefted upon the bank of the Beemrah, 
which he did accordingly, throwing down the firft Bone with his 
own hands i after which his troops demolifhed the whole febric, 
which had coft much trouble and expenfe. He then marched ex- 
peditioufly back to Ahmednuggur, heartily repenting of his unpro- 
voked invalion of the territories of Ibrahim Add Shaw. 

3. As affairs were now reflored to order, the fultan refolved to hum- 
ble the roies of Malabar, who, lince the recall of Bulled Khan, had 
negledted paying their tribute ; and for this purpofe difpatched Mun- 
jun Khan with a confiderable army. This general upon his arrival 
at Binkapore halted, and fummoned all the roies to meet him with 
their tributes, promifing thofe who obeyed, protedlion and en- 
couragement, but threatening the refradlory with certain deftrudtion. 
Mofl of them prepared to comply with his demands, and intended 
coming in a body to vifit him ; but as Gung Naik, who was one of 
the principal roies of Malabar, and had eight or ten thoufand horfe 

1 and foot in his p.ay, went firfl to pay his refpeds, the re%jealous 
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of his power, and fufpedting that he had gone .to form fome plan 
againft them with Munjun Khan, broke off their engagements, , and 
wi til drew to the mountains. Munjun Klian hot thinking it prudent 
to follow them info an unknown country, marched with Gung Naik 
againft Jerreh, which belonged to Arfub Naik ; who with his allies,, 
to the number of twenty thoufand men endeavoured to interrupt the 
liege. For three days bloody Ikirmiflies were kept up, and, as the 
Beejaporeans could not ufe tlieir cavalry, owing to bad ground, 
the fuccefs was frequently . doubtful ; but at length the good 
fortune , of the fultan's arms pre vailed, and Arfub, feeing farther - 
reliftance vain, confented to pay a tribute, and made a prefent of two 
fine elephants to Munjun Khan, with many curious and valuable 
effedls for the fultan. He alfo joined the army,, and affifted at 
the fiege of Myfore, belonging to Negtaderee Naik, which .was" 
reduced in three months, and twenty .fine elephants were taken with 
it. Munjun Khan was proceeding rapidly in his, conquefts, -when 
the rebellion of. the fultan’s brother in Balgoan occafioned his recall, ’ 
and left the affairs of Malabar once jiiore in- an unfettled fituation.' 

■ Sultan Thamafp had two fons, Ibrahim Adil Shaw and .SuRan 
Ifmaeel, who -was brought up with his brother till the age of puberty, 
.when Dillawer Khan lent him to be kept prifoner in the fortrefs of 
Balgoan, according to the ufual policy of government. After the ! 
-expulfion of the regent, Ibrahini Adil Shaw fent immediately one of 
his confidential fervants • to his brother, to exprefs his concern that 
reafons of Rate' would not permit him to fatisfy , the. defire he had that 
they fliould live in the fame place together, and’ to affure .him of 
every indulgence and mark of affediion that could be allowed. At 
the fame time he fent orders to the governor of Balgoan, . to give ' 
fultan Ifmaeel the full liberty of the fort, and to pro vide every con- 
venience and amiifement^that could make captivity lefs irkfome. He 
alfo allowed him a monthly income of “ one thoufand oons, for his 
f ' ’ ■ T t ■ ’ " ; private 

, - = Three , hundred pounds, - ' 
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private expenfes. The prince for fome time’ feemed fatisfied with, 
his condition; but fuddenly loling all fenfc of the generolity of 'his 
brother, confpired againft him, and by degrees bringing over the 
governor and garrifon of Balgoan to his intereft, and fecretly cor- 
rupting many of the officers of the court, on the ninth of Ramazan, 
1002, took polTeffion of the fort, and openly; exalted the llandard of 
rebellion. < 

Ibrahim lAdil Shaw, regarding this behaviour as proceeding chief- 
ly from the treachery of fome of his ungrateful nobility, and unwil- 
ling to proceed to extremities againfl: a brother, thought proper to 
try firft upon his mind the effedb of admonition ; for which purpofe 
he fent to him the venerable Shaw Noor Aalum, with folemn affiir- 
ances, that if he laid afide his extravagant defigns, he fliould receive 
pardon, and he treated with every refpedl and mark of affedlion due 
to a brother. The prince, inftead of liftening to the remonftrances 
of the Shaw, put him into confinement, and quickened his prepara- 
tions to take the field ; at the fame time fendmg ambafladors to de- 
mand the affiftance of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who promifed to fup- 
port him with a confiderable army. Sultan Ifmaeel alfo brought 
over to his intereft Ein al Moolk, ameer al amra, and the adopted 
fon of Ankufs Khan. The former wifhing, for his own intereft, 
that the difputes for the throne might not foon be fettled, would not 
break out all at once, fo that Ifmaeel was obliged to content,himfelf 
for the prefent with the fortrefs of Balgoan and its environs; 'where 
the khootbah was read in his name. Ein al Moolk, to deceive Ibra- 
him Adil Shaw, redoubled his Ihew of loyalty, till matters fliould 
be ripe for the execution of his defigns in favour of the prince. The 
fultan on learning the behaviour of his brother to Shaw Noor Aalum, 
was much enraged, and immediately difpatched Elias Khan, his meer 
nobut, with an army to quell the rebellion and befiege Balgoan. 


•- Elias 
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Elias Klian, with fix thoufand men, fooii arrived before Balgoan j 
and as fultaii Ifmaeel had not yet been joined by his adherents, he 
fliut liimfelf up in the fort, which was clofely befieged by the royal- 
ifis. Ein al Moolk alfo, agreeable to .|he fultan’s firmaun, joined 
the befiegers to preferve appearances ; but, fecretly attached to the 
rebel prince, kept up a conftant correlpondence with the enemy, 
and fupplied them at night from his camp with grain and other ne-* 
ceflaries. Intelligence of this treacheiy reaching the fultan, hd, in 
order to try his fidelity, difpatched a firmaun, fummoning him to 
court, on pretence that he wiflied to have advice from him on fome 
affairs of importance, > which could not be communicated to any 
other than himfelf. Ein al Moolk, in order to deftroy fu^icion, fet 
out with many of his friends immediately on receipt of the firmaun to 
Beejapore, where he adled with fo much art, as left the fultan in 
doubt of the tmth of the accufations againft him ; and Ibrahim Adil 
Shaw, unwilling ^ to defiroy an old fervant on fufpicion only, hoped 
that, fhould it have any foundation in reality, the favours he received 
at his hands would imprefs his mind in fuch a manner, as to make^ 
him lay afide treacherous defigns, and revive his loyalty. With this 
view, to do him honour, he received him with the greatefl marks of 
attention "in a full court. Ein al Moolk, according, to cufiom, killing 
the ground three times, advanced to the throne, the feet of which he > 
alfo killed 3 but his own guilt at this time (truck him fo forcibly, -that 
he was feized with a trembling, which was obferved by the fultan, 
who, deliring him to fit down, turned his face another way, that he 
might give him time to recover. He afterwards permitted him to 
eat with him, and after every niark of kindn'efs and diltindtion, hav- 
ing conferred upon him a khelaut of great value, a dagger fet with 
jewels, fine horfes, and a bracelet of diamonds, gave him leave to 
return to the army without delay. The traitor departed from the 
capital the next day to his jaghire 5 and, forgetting his majefly’s 
clemency, renewed his correfpondence with fultan Tfmaeel, and’ 
afforded him every aid of provifions as before ; which condud: fbOii 
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became the topic of common converfation throughout the royal camp. 
Not long after this, -Hyaut, Khan, cutwal of Beejapore, who had 
been to efcoft ammunition ahd ftores, palTed on his return from camp 
near the refidehce of Em al Moolk, who invited him to an enter- 
tainment. Hyaut Khan, 'in' hopes of obtaining a fum of money 
from him, upbraided him with his treachery, , of which he 'had 
received full proofs in the camp ; at the lame time threatening to 
difclofe all he knew to the fultan. Ein al Moolk, gueffing that his 
conduit was now beyond the^power -of hypocrify or prevarication to 
conceal, put Hyaut Khan into fetters for his ralh infolence, and 
openly avowed his defedlion, -writing letters without delay ^to the 
governors of garrifons to join him in favour of the prince. Moft of 
them "fent &ir promifes, but waited to fee the turn of affairs, before 
they would dare to aft openly j but the foldiers of the garrifon of 
Mirch inftantly confined their governor, and proclaimed, fultan If- 1 
maeel. ,Ein al Moolk then fent exprelTes to Boorahan Nizam Shaw,, 
defiring him to expedite his march from Ahmednuggur, as the affairs; 
of fultan Ifmaeel were in^a profperous train, and, with his aid, 
would eafily attain an happy iffue, for which the forts of Sholapore and 
Shawdirruk, with their dependant diftrifts, Ihould be given up with- 
out delay. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, allured by this offer, began his- 
aisrch, and Ein al Moolk, oncoaraged hy this fapport, , withdrew 
his troops from Elias Khan before Balgoanj upon which great con- 
fufion prevailed through all the territories of Beejapore." The Hin- 
doos of Malabar feizing the opportunity, invaded the diftrifts of 
Binkapore ; and Elias Khan, either through fear or treachery, raifedj 
the fiege of Balgoan, and without orders returned to Beejapore, 
where his arrival threw the court and inhabitants into great difmay 
terror. Dangerous infurreftions enfued, and many courtiers 
formed defigns of taking polfeflion of the palace for the rebel prince, 
to gain his favour; but the firmnels of mind of Ibrahim Adil Shaw 
^ on this trying occafion, at length prevailed over the'fchemes of the, 
feditious. He diiplaced Elias Khan,'Hajee Mahummud, and Koomi 

' ’ Khan, 
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Khan, and put them into confinement, to 'deter others from 
treachery, of which he had fiirong prefumptions of their being guilty, 
at the fame time ifiuing firmauns to all the amras to repair from their 
jaghires to court. ' ' , . 

- Ein al Moolk, feeing no army to oppofe him in the field, marched 
without delay, with ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot, to 
Balgoan, ^vhere he prevailed upon fill tan Ifmaeel to quit the fort j 
and without waiting. for the'jun<5tion of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, > who 
had began his march from his capital of Ahmednuggur, refblved to 
move againft the fiiltan at Beejapore. Ibrahim Adil Shaw, upon 
intelligence of this' defign, having appointed Hummeed Khan to the 
command of his army, fent him againfi; the rebels ; who', upon his 
arrival-at Eefapore, fent fome confidential perfons to make him great 
offers of rewar-d if he would come over to them. Hummeed Khan, 
- by the inftrudtions of his fovereign, received the meflengers ' with 
much kindnefs, afluring them that he had no defigns of oppofition, 
and meant to join fultan Ifmaeel , who, if he would quit the fort and 
take command of the army, ‘might gain pofieflion of the throne with- 
out trouble, or putting himfelf under any obligations for the aflifiance 
of Boorahan Nizam Shaw. Ein al Moolk, deceived by this promife, 
forgot his ufual caution, and imprudently moved with fultan Ifmaeel 
to an extenfive piain at fome difiiance from Balgoan, where, fecure in 
his own mind, he was intent only on making magnificent preparations 
for the reception of Hummeed Khan and- the other chiefs of the 
royal army. His fon, Ghalib Khan, who had remonftrated- to 
him without effect on his' ingratitude to Ibrahim Adil Shaw, now 
warned him againfi' the treachery of Hummeed Khan, and begged 
him at all events to be upon his guard againfi furprize, but all in 
vain. Hummeed Khan advanced in great order towards the camp 
of the rebels, where the prince and Ein al Moolk waited, witli their 
principal adherents, in a magnificent tent to receive him j fo that he' 
was allowed to approach clofe to their lines without apprehenfion. 

. . ■ He 
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He then, iiiddenly throwing ofF the malk,. made a vigorous charge,, 
which threw the camp into confufion and diforder. The prince and 
Ein al Moolk, upon'beiiig undeceived, mounted their horfes,.and 
endeavoured to colledt their troops for oppofition, but/in vain. Ein 
al Moolk received a wound from a fabrc, and, ftlling from his 
horfe, his head was immediately cut off by Soheil IHian; Sultan 
Ifmaeel was taken prifoner in trying to make his efcape to Anfculs 
Khan, with whofe affiftance he intended to join Boorahan Nizam 
Shaw. The rebel army difperfed to different quarters, and Hum- 
meed Khan fent the head of Ein al Moolk, with i congratulatory 
accounts of his vidlory to Beejapore. Ibrahim Adil Shaw ordered 
the head of the traitor to be placed on a high pole, before the prin- 
'icipal gate of his palace, where it remained near a week ; and Shuja- 
hut !^an Koord was fent to the camp, where, to prevent freih 
rebellions, he by the fultan’s orders put an end to the ejdftence of 
fultan Ifmaeel. Hummeed Khan returned to Beejapore, and with, 
many other amras was highly diftinguiCbed by the royal favour. The. 
head of Ein al Moolk being put into a great gun was blown into the 
air, that no traces might remain of him j and feventeeen perfons of 
the garrifon of Mirch, who had confined their , chief and declared, 
for the rebels, were put to death, after being brought in chains to 
Beejapore, by way of example. Boorahan Nizam Shaw, who had 
advanced as iar as the fort of Porundeh to affift the rebellion, on 
hearing that it was quelled, and the order of government rellored, 
retreated with expedition towards Ahmednuggur. 

The great Author of events, and the Former of the world fyy 
words only, in order to dilplay the fulnefs of his power, at frequent 
periods effedls revolutions furprizing to human imagination, of which 
there could not be a greater proof than this vidloQ^, which was un- 
expefled by all, as moil of the nobility favoured fultan Ilmaeel, and 
the zemindars were throughout the kingdom of Beejapore ripe for 
revolt. 
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‘ Not long after this, Boorahan Nizam Shaw entering into alliance 
^ with die roy of Biicondah, refolved again to invade the territories of 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw j and accordingly^ difpatched Mortiza Khan 
Anjoo, at the head of ten thoiifand hbrie, with intentions to reduce 
-Shawdirruk and Sholapore, wliile his ally laid dege 'to fomc of the 
forts on the frontiers of Carnatic. Mortiza Khan, when he had ad- 
vanced as far as Porundeh, finding that the roy of Biicondah had not ‘ 
yet begun his march, thought proper to halt } but font out 'detach- 
ments to lay wafte and plunder the adjacent country. Thefe received 
a fevere defeat from the troops of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, and their com«> 
mander, Uzbak IChan, was killed in the adtion, which ftruck the 
reft of the army with terror, and flopped their operations. In the 
month of Rejib, Boorahan Nizam Shaw was taken dangeroufly ill of 
a bloody dyfentery ; the hews of which occafioned great commotions 
in the army at Porundeh, where diffentions arofe among the amras, 

- and Mortiza Khan, with many of his friends, fearing aflaflination 
from the mutinous chiefs, left his command^ and retired to Ahmed- 
nuggur; at the fame time Khalifah Arab and Kuzzlbafli Khan ded 
for refuge to Ibrahim Adil Shaw. Boorahan Shaw, waflcd by illncfs 
^ and the diffentions of his government, dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Ibrahim,, and Mean Munjoo Dekkanee became regent of the 
kingdom; but the young fultans mother, who was an Abyflinian, 
gave fb much encouragement to the chiefs of her o wn nation, that 
the power of his office was withheld from him, and the' upflart Abyf- 
finians behaved fo difrefpedfully to the ambaffadors from Beejapore, 
as to make them quit Ahmednuggur in difgufl. 

Ibrahim Adil, Shaw was fo much offended at the affront offered to 
his throne, that he refolved to be revenged on Nizam Shaw ; for 
which purpofe, he on the Twentieth of Shaaban having marched A.P./59 
from his capital, encamped at Bhamenalee, and moved from thence 
towards Shawdirruk. Being however not fond of unncce/lary war, 

he had determined in his own mind, if ambafladors fhould be fent 
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from Ahmednuggur with apologies for the jconduiS faf the minifters 
and defires of peace, tO' lay afide his expedition ; and in this hope 
made defignedly but very flow marches to ShawdirruK, where he 
fixed his head quarters. ■ ' i' 

Aklaafs Khan and the Abyflinian amras of Ahmednuggur, inftead 
of endeavouring to make peace, marched with the fultan Ibrahim 
Shaw, at the head of thirty thoufand men and a great train of artil- 
lery, to their borders ; upon which Ibrahim Add Shaw, thmking 
delay no longer advifeable, dilpatched Hummeed Khan with other 
amras of diftindtion againft: them ; at the fame time giving inftruftions, 
that if Ibrahim Nizam Shaw did not attempt marching into his 
country, they Ihould refrain from hoftilities. The Nizam Shawee army 
pafled the boundaries of Beejapore ; upon which Hummeed Khan 
without delay marched to attack their camp, and a fevere aiftion 
enfued, in which he was near being defeated, his left wing giving 
way and flying from the field, clofely purfued by the right of the 
enemy. Hummeed Khan however relblutely continued the -battle 
with his center and right wing'. Ibrahim Nizam Shaw, who had at 
firfl: remained in the rear, to be out of danger, feeing the flight of 
part of the enemy’s line, advanced ^ with his houfehold attendants; 
which being perceived by Soheil Khan, a, eunuch, who commanded 
the right wing of the Adil Shawee army, he charged him; upon 
which the fultan’s attendants begged him to retire, but he would not 
confent, exclaiming, that as his brother Ifmaeel had difdained to fly 
from Dillawer Khan, it would be diflionourable in him to give way 
before a eunuch. Having faid this, he drew his fabre, and with the 
elephants ruflied towards Soheil Khan ; but, after a fliort flruggle, 
he received a mortal wound from an arrow, and died immediately. 
His attendants fdok up the body, and fled towards Ahmednuggur; 
and the other part of the army engaged with Hummeed Khan, learn- 
ing the death of their king, were feized_ with a panic, andhaftened^ 
from the field, of which they had nearly been the vidlors, leaving all 

their 
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many days. He endeavoured to prevail upon him to fix his refidence 
at his court, ^ut the holy man was earneft to perform the pilgrimage 
to Mecca j and at his departure the fiiltan conferred upon him many 
rich prefents, and received from him two of the lacred hairs, , which 
he placed with care in a golden flirine let<with jewels, and_ conftantly 
vifited it every Friday night, and upon all holidays. ' 

i 

Diljiutes growing to a great height in the government of Ahmed- 
nuggur, fultan Moraud, fon of the emperor Akber,- was invited into 
Dekkan by one of the parties; and, , eager to take , advantage' of 
dilTention to Ipread the authority of the Moguls in that country, 
marched from Guzarat to Ahmednuggur with an army of thirty 
thoufand men, and laid fiege to that city, which he was after many 
months obliged to raife, as Ibrahim Add Shaw difpatched Soheil 
Khan with a great army to the relief of the befieged Nizam'Shaw- 
eeans, and, before his arrival, the Moguls retired. " ”, 



Ferishta concludes his hiftoiy of the Beejapore fultans in the 
year 1005. What follows relative to them, is tranfiated from a work 
called Lub al Towareekh,(a fiimmary hiftory of , Hindooftan, , by 
Binderabun, a Hmdoo, in the reign of Aurungzebe, as J,could-not 
obtain any fuller authority. 

Binderabun writes, “ I know not of any hiftoty, after Ferilhta’s, 
“ of the fovereigns of Dekkan ; but as the conclufion of his was at 
“ the clofe of the reign of the emperor Akber, 1 have feleited fome 
“ information from his hiftory, Ibme from that of the fucceeding 
“ emperors, and the reft ftom the converfation of well-informed, 
•• credible per&ns, and partly 1 write from my own knowledge.” 


In 
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.v SULTAN , . 

MA.HUMMUD ADIL SHAW: ■’ 


Sultan Mahummud bttaw, on ' tfte death 'oL'Hsr feth'er 
acceded to the throne of Beejapore. As the' Moguls -were daily 
extendirig their conquefts in Dekkan, and. he knew.thk Ihould the 
country of^Ahniednuggur be .reduced, .his own would Become the 
objeft of attack, he affifted Nizam Shaw againft the imperial arms i 
and more than once fuffered for. 'his condiift, being obliged .to-pCir- 
chafe peace by large contributions. . In the.year ,1044, the armies of 
the emperor Shaw Jehaun, under Khan Dowraun,; Khan Zuminaun, 
and Syed jehaun Khani invaded Dekkan on three quarters, and laid 
wafte the country of Beejapore without mercy. After the'reduffion 
ofDowlutabad and other forts, ' with moft part of the- kingdom of 
Nizam Shaw, MahunmrQd Mil Shaw agreed to. pay a cohfiderable 
tribute to the emperor Shaw Jehaun. Though the government of 
Dekkan wris entrufted to the prince Auriingzebe, he" courted the 
patronage of Dara Shekkbh, and by his influence obtained royal titles 
from Shaw Jehaun, to whorn he prefented ‘ forty lacks of rupees and 
forty elephants, with houfings of gold and lilver. He gave alfo ’’ live 
lacks and fome elephants to the princefs Jehaunara Begum' j and 
' fifteen, lacks of rupees, as ' many elephants, and fome valuable 
jewels, to the prince Dara Shekkoh. , Afterwards, having dilpleafed 
■ ■ - . Aurungzebe, 

> Four' hundred thoufand pounds. . 

* Fifty thoufand pounds, 

' One-hundred and 6fly thoufand pounds. 



FERfKHTA‘i HISTORY OF DEKKAN. ' 

that prhirc obtained pcnnlHion to invade Bccjaporc ; 
v.'htc!i he f ntcreJ, and rook the lortrcf^ of Kallc.m and other places • 
hut at tih< juncdufc in'r!li;:cncc arriving of the illnefs of Shaw Jehaun, 
and the rouUif; ui cunrr‘.|atn* at rtmrt, he moved from Dekkan, 
Mamtmmu.l Ad?l Srutw for (he prcfcnt fivcd lib country. In the 
hitter pan of hi’ fclgn, ft;’-* vajT.d b'cwajcc, the Ton ofSahoo Bhofilch^ 
hy firatagcin and treachery tdnaiued gtc.u power, and the foundations 
the Hcciayv*, c rnomrehy heiuinc weaketted, as will be accounted 

c 

fr.c year 1071 


1 1 


far in the indory {>f the reign of Aut'ung'xbc. Maliummud Adii 

Slia'.vthcd i 
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' (> i . 

'sultan 

ALEE-'AblL SHAW 2 ^' 



This prince fucceeding his fether in his childhood,’ wa§ un- 
able to remedy the dilbrders which had occurred in his kingdom 
by the rebellion of Sewajee. This chief had poffeffed lumfelf of 
ail the ftrong holds in the Kokun country, and erefted leveral new 
forts. Under pre'tence of making his fubmiffions to the fultan, he 
bpgged an interview with the Beejapore general, Afzul Khan, whom 
he treacheroufly ftabbed in an embrace. Ruftum'Khan was after- 
' wards fent againft him, and defeated. Alee Add Shaw died 'in the 
. year 1083, after a turbulent reign ofbetween eleven and twelve years 3 
during which he enjoyed little of royalty but the name, his country 
being ufurped by Sewaj'ee and other vaflals. • He was fucceeded by 
his fon Seconder Add Shaw, an infent, who never acquired any real 
t. qower, bein^the tool of his nobdity; and in the year loqy, Beeja- 
pore, with its remaining dependancies, was reduced to the Mogul 
yoke by the emperor Aulumgeer. 


END OF ADIL SHAWEE HISTORY. 


The hiflory of the reigns fubfequent to that of Ibrahim Adil Shaw ad, the 
tranflator laments being too conctfe , but more detailed accounts were not to be ob- 
tained, though no enquiries have been fpared in the fcarch for them. The chaftn 
however will be found m fome meafure filled up to the reader, by the account of the 
operations of the Mogul emperors m Dekkan, in another part of this work. 
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SULTAN 

AHiVIED NIZAM SHAW BEHEREE. 


Ahmed Nizam Shaw was the fon of Mallek Naib Nizam al 
Moolk Beheree, originally a bramin of Beejanuggur, but being' takea 
prifonef in bis infancy by the army of fuitan Ahmed Shaw Bhamenee, 
was made a mufTulmaun, received the name of Mallek Houflim, and 
was educated as one of the royal Haves. The fuitan, feeing him a 
youth of abilities, gave hirn to his eldeft fonJVIahummud fuitan, with 
whom he fihifhedhis education, under the fame tutor, and became 
eminently learned in Perlic and Arabic literature. On fuitan Ma~ 
hummud’s acceffion to the throne, he was raifed by that prince to 
the. rank of a thoufand, and the charge of the royal falconry was: 
entriifted to him, from which he acquired, the appellation of 
* Beheree. By degrees he rofe to the higheft honours, received the 
titles of Afhrulf Humaiqon Nizam al Moolk Beheree, and by the 
patronage of Khajeh Jehaun Gawan, being appointed governor of 
Telingana, had Raajmundree and Cundapul, with their dependancies, 
conferred upon him in jaghire. Upon the death -.of Khajeh Jehaun, 
he fucceeded him in office, and was honoured with the title of Mal- 
" lek^Naib. Upon the death of Mahummud Shaw, he by his will 
became firA miniAer to his fon fuitan Mhamood, who added Beer 
and other diftri<fls to his jaghire ^ which he committed to the charge 
of his fon Mallek Ahmed, who took up his relidence at Khiber, and 
• * _ W w ' employed 


» Behec is a ipecies of hawk. 
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employed himfelf diligently in the affairs of his government. As 
fome of the forts granted to him were garrifoned by Mharattas, who 
refufed to evacuate them, on pretence that fultan Mhamood, being 
an infant, was not capable of condudting affairs, Mallek Ahmed pro- 
ceeded to reduce them by force j and firft marched againfl the fortrefs 
of Seer, which was very ftrong, built round the fummit of^ high 
hill. The garrifon,'’ after a long fiege, being in great diftrels, and 
feeing no hopes of rehefi threw their weapons and Ihrouds on their 
' necks, and came out to him with the keys of the place ; at the lame 
time laying at his feet five years tribute of the Kokun, ■ which had 
been laid up there. This amounting to a very great fum enabled 
him to confer ample retvards upon his Ibllowere, and gave credit to 
his name. He fuccellively reduced the" forts of Johnde/ Lahgur, 
Sukkee, T-erronee, Nuggoreh, Knndaneh, Perrub, Huflbdun, Goher- 
derruk, Meerunje, Maholee, and Palee, by wluch conquells all the 
country -of Kokun fell into his hands. He was befieging the fort of 
Dundaraajepore when he received intelligence’ of the aflaflination of 
his lather, Nizam al Moolk, and immediately -relumed to Jthiberj 
where he aflumed the titles of the deceafed, and was generally jenovtn 
by thofe of Ahmed Nizam al Moolk Beheree, to which the people 
of Dekkan, though he did not afieCt it, added the name of Shaw, 
which we Khali alKb uKe in mentioning him hereafter. 

' Ahmed Nizam Shaw, on his return to Khiber, after hehad Ipcnf 
ffie ufual time in mourning for his father, turned his attention to the 
welfare of his people 3 and fo juftly fettled his country, that the 
loadftone dared not attract iron! and the * karooba refrained from 
molefting grafs. ' As he had diftinguifhed himfelf repeate'dly as a 
general in the field, though fultan Mhamood wifhed to femove'him 
from pbwer, none of his nobility would accept the talk of reducing ’ 

hira> 

" ■/ . _ 

» A plant, the leaf of which has the fame effcfl on fraall bits of gtafs, as the load- - 
ftone on iron. 
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him. ' By the infligatlon of Cafim Bereed, the fultan fent repeatedly 
firmauns to Eufuff Adil IClian, commanding him,, in conjundion 
Vvdth Khajeh Jehauii Dekkanee and Zien ad Died Ali Talifs, To. 
march againft Khiber;.but Adil Khan exciifed himfelf, -and even 
fent an envoy to warn Alimed of his dangerous' fituation, and-to 
prepare- for the defence of his dominions j at the fame time ordering 
his troops to evacuate to him the fortrefs of Indapore, and promifing 
him afliifance, fliould he require it. . - ' 

Ahmed Nizam Shaw, having appointed Zerreef al Moolk 
Afghaun his ameer al amra, and Nufi'eer al Moolk Guzaratee his 
meer jumleh, lent a meflage to Zien ad Dien Ali Talifs, that as the 
rights of neighbourhood deferved the tokens of regard and-generofity,, ' 
and he efteemed him as endowed with valour and magnanimity, he 
wiilied that, erafing the characters offtrangenefs from his mind, and 
forgetting the paft, he would look upon himfelf as the partner of 
his riling' fortunes. Zien ad Dien meeting his advances, made pro- 
feffions of duty and fubmiffion,. but on Nadir al Zumman’s marching 
to reduce^ Ahmed Shaw, with twelve ^thoufand horfe, wavered in’ his 
friendfliip, and refblved to join that noblenran. Ahmed Shaw on 
the approach of Nadir, having fent his family for fafety to the fort of 
Seer, marched with intentions to harafs the enemy; butashewas 
greatly fuperior in numbers, to avoid, corning to .an engagement. 
With this -view he keptTroih* them at 'the diftance of eight or ten 
miles, taking precautions to prevent a furprize. Finding that Zien 
ad Dien Ali Talifs- waited only for an opportunity to join Nadir, he 
left his main boc^y to the charge of Nulieer, .al Moolk, and with a 
feleCt party, under pretence of hunting, moved fiiddenly .to wards Jag- 
neTi,' the refidence of Zien ad Dien, who had no fufpicion, and kept 
but a loofe difcipline in the garrifon. He arrived at night, and apply- - 
ing ladders to the ‘walls, mounted hrft himfelf, followed by feveh- 
teen perfbns, -while others efcaladed at various quarters. , Having got 
into the fort without oppofition .from the drowly and unfiilpedling 
- W w 2 guards,- 
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guards, he made a' general flaughter, of the garrlfon, and Zien adi 
Dien avith about feven hundred followers were put to death. Nuffeer 
al Moolk upon hearing of the ftll of Jagneh, became ambitious of 
diftinguiihing himfelf by fome important fervice, before the return of 
his fovereign, and with only tliree thoufand horfe marched againft 
the enemy, of whom he defeated twOtConfiderable detachments; 
which encouraging him, he imprudently with his fatigued party gave 
battle to Nadir, but was defeated with great lofs. Ahmed Shaw, 
on his return from Jagneh, went to vifit him, and ufed every means 
to encourage him in his difagreeable fituation. Some nights after, 
having left his camp Handing, he furpriaed the enemy fo effedlually, 
that Nadir, with many' of his principal officers,- were killed, and his 
army totally difperfed, leaving all their baggage and tents to the for- 
tunate Ahmed Shaw ; who after his vidtory returned to JChiber, and, 
as before, turned all his attention to the flourifhing Hate of his people. 

i » _ s 

Sultan Mhamood Bhamenee, enraged at the defeat of his general, 
fent towards Khiber Uzmut al Moolk Dobeer, with eighteen amras 
of diftindtion and a great army ; upon which Ahmed Shaw, quitting 
the fortrefs, moved with his army into the mountainous country of 
Kadabad ; and when the royal army had reached the pafs of Meeree,' 
he with three thoufand horfe marched expeditiouHy to Ahmedahad 
Bieder, and arriving during the night, was admitted by.^the guards, 
whom he had previoully bribed ito his interefts. He proceeded im- 
mediately to the palace, and having taken all the fimily of his father 
into his proteition, fent them off immediately towards Khiber; then, 
having fecured the women and children of all the amras who were 
with the army fent againft him, left the capital in the morning, and 
carried them with him towards the fortrefs of Porundeh, but took the 
greateft care that no infults fhould be offered to the honour of the 
women. - i , , , 


The 
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Tlie amras at the; pafs of Meeree,: upon hearing of this bold-en- 
terprize, and the fucceis with which it had been atte'nded, returned, 

• in hopes of intercepting him ,* and . arriving near, fent him* a melTage,. 
that as he had adled tov/ards their wives and children as his own, 
they: all were obliged, and bound by gratitude not to attack him 
but that it was unbecorning his magnanimity to fly from . them like, 
robbers or banditti and diftrefs vvomen ; a behaviour not allowable 
among Koords' or Fringes. Ahmed Shaw, hurt at this remark, im- 
mediately fent back to them the women and childrenV and: marched 
to Porundeh. Juft tlien a firmaun full of reprimand arid difpleafure 
came from fultan Adliamood to his amras, fetting forth, that Ahmed 
the fon of Nizam al Moolk,' the falconer, fpreading his pinions like- 
the hawk, foared on high, while they, trembliiig in the hefts bf their 
tents, could not preferve the : innocent mates of their affebtions froih 
his talons; that if, having taken the rebel prironer, they flioiild 
repair paft errors,, it was well ; otherwife, being feized by the royal 
anger and difpleafure, : they would .‘give the Honour pf .theihfelvea-and 
their anceftbrs 'to the winds.'. -The athras upon receipt of this; firfhauh 
halted, and fent off reprefentations fo the fultan,- that' they were fol-, 
diers, whbfe: bufinefs it was only, to ;%ht the enemy, of whole mo- 
tions if the proper intelligence had been neglected, they were not to 
blame,- bu t , U zmut Dobeer, who , cornmanded the army • ; that if 
another chief fho'uld be fent them in his ropin, .by the'aufpices bf ;the 
royal fortune, the expulfibn of the . enemy would be effected.- ; Sultan 
Mhamood immediately recalled 'Uzmut, . and , fent: Jehaungeer^^K^^ 
governor of; Telirigana, 'with, three, thoufand horfe . as?, a, 'reinforce^ 
tneht, -tb’ Gbfnmahd? the army in Fis roomy This, general, who' was 
.one ofthe'iirfl: miniflers of the court,: had performed mahygreatex- 
■ploits, ■ and in:courage and condudt was unequalled in. Dekkan, ;upon 
his? junaibn -with^'the :drmyy ^encouraged, all the ainras,- .and -without , 
delay advanced- by continued marches 'tb- Porundeh.. ^ 

' . ' Ahmed 
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Ahmed Shaw, not thmg it prudent to engage, applied to Ummad 
al Moolk for affiftance j jbut /eeing no hopes of obtaining^it,-and 
Jehaungeer Khan arriving near Puttun, he moved towards Khiber, 
and entering the hilly country by the pafs of Jejpore, was joinechthe 
fame "day by Nuifeer al Moolk Gu2aratee, .with 'his army from 
Kadirubad, and a great ifupply of treafure and provifionsj upon 
which he placed guards in the pafles, and halted in the mountains. 
Jehaungeer IChan at length entered the hills by the pafs of Bieiganou, 
and encamped near the town of Binkar. . Both armies remained near 
a month inadlivfe,' within eighteen miles of each Other j when Jehaun- 
geer Khan on the fettmg .in of the, rains, fuppofing that Ahmed 
Shaw mull perilh blocked up in the hills, or furrender to his fuperior 
army,, became Incautious, and gave himfelf up to his pleafures j and 
his example was followed by the officers and foldiers of his camp; , 
who became negligent of duty, i . , 

\ ^ J ^ 1 •'4 « ^ J 

Ahmed Shaw, Avho hadgood^^intelligence ofthefprgelfulnelsapd 
g. felf-fecurity of the enemy, on the night of the third ofjlejib, 895, 
moved from' his camp with A 23m IGian, and marched fo rapidly," 
that juft at daybreak he reached the enemy’s camp, and rulhing upon , 
them, like a hidden calamity of fortune, gave not a man, time to 
oppofe him. Some, in the lleep of intoxication, took the road of 
futurity j and bthers, on opening their eyes, feeing death before ' 
them, gave themfelves up a prey to annihilation. Jehaungeer Khan 
and many officers of rank were killed in the confufion, and thofe . 
who furvived were taken prilbners by Ahmed Shaw ; who, after , 
putting them on buffaloes, with their veils tom in flips down to their 1 
waills, and leading thein round his camp for die fport of his foldiers, . 
gave them leave to return to the capital with the accounts -of their . 
difgrace. This vidtory was called the vidlory of the garden, ,as 
Ahmed Shaw laid out on the Ipot a magnificent garden, in which he 
built a Iplendid palace, which was added to by all his fucceflbrs, ' 
who fortified and made it their general refidence, by the name of 

Baugh 
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Baugh Nizam. Ahmed Shaw, after returning thanks to God for his 
vidlory, and giving a town near his camp as a charitable foundation 
for holy men, returned to Khiber 5 where he now fat without an 
oppofer on the mufnud of royalty ; and, by’ the advic^e of Eufuff Adil 
Shaw, having » difcpntinued reading the Jdiootbah in the name of 
Mhamood Shaw, put iii his own, and Ipread a white umbrella over 
his head. Khajeh Jehaun and feveral amras, however, reprefenting 
to him that his doing this while tlie Bhamenee fultan lived was un- 
grateful, he, to retain their attachments, left his own name out of 
the khootbah, and faid, that he ufed an umbrella only to Ihelter him- 
felf from the fun, and not as a fign of royalty. The amras obferved 
to him, that as that was the cafe, they had no objections, provided he 
gave general leave to them and all his fubjeCls to ufe the umbrella. 
As he could not well refufe, permiffion was given,* and from that 
time to this in his country, the king/ and the beggar carry it over 
their heads ; but to diftinguifli the fultan from his fubjeCts, the royal 
umbrella has a piece of red upon it, while 'the others are all white. 
This cuftom fpread throughout all X)ekkan,’i contrary to that in the 
Mogul empire, ' where no one but the fovereign dare ufe an um- 
brella. A few days after, Khajeh Jehaun "repented of his bpld- 
nefs, and, with all the amras, requefted him to replace his name in 
the' khootbah, which at their earned; entreaties he agreed to ,* at the 
fame time pretending, it was only in compliance with their willies, 
and not from any ambition of his own. Soon after this he marched to 
reduce the fortrefs of Dundaraajepore, a flrong place near the feaport 
of Choui s and having talten it after a long fiege, and by this means 
fecured quiet pbfTeffidn' of "the country of Kokun, he turned- his 
thoughts to the acquilition of Dowlutabad j for which purpole he 
forrhed connexions of friendfliip with the governors, on -whom he 
hoped to prevail to deliver it up. - " . ' * 

;;; ' ' \ ^ i ■ - Mallek 

* This is the cafe at prefcnt, except in the EngliHi dominions. 


351 



FERlSHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. . 

i" 1 MallekAVojeh and Mallek Aftiruff were brothers, and originally' 
fervants ofKhajeh Jehaun' Gawan, after whofe death jhey became 
enrolled among the corps of lillehdaars of fultan Mhamood, and were 
at length raifed to the rank of nobility, by the patronage of Mallek, 
Naib Nizam al Moolk Beh'eree, when Mallek Wojeh'jwas appointed 
governor of the garrifo’n of Dowlutabad, and Mallek AIhruff of the 
dillrifts dependant upon that fortrels.'. They condudled affairs fo well, 
that the banditti of Dowlutabad, long famous for their daring rob- , 
beries,’ were expelled, and the roads to the frontiers of .Sult^npore, 
Nuddirhar, Buggellana"' and Guzarat became fo fecure/ that mercbantsj 
and travellers palled without guards ; and the inhabitants being happy t 
under their government, the country became populous and flour^ing. j 
Both the brothers, in gratitude for the .patronage of Nizam al Moolk,, 
kept on> terms 'of fthe ftridleft frlendlhip ,with,his fon Ahmed^Shaw j . 
who,' to cement their alliance ftill ftronger, after .the vidlory of Baugh j 
Nizami gave his filler IBibi.Zeenut in marriage to Mallek,Wojeh.J Aj 
fon beingiborn from this union, the younger brother, Mallek AlhritlF, 
who had entertained ambitious views of.fucceeding Mallek''V^ojeh 
and. founding a kingdom for hitnfelf, was alarmed at it, and atro-1 
cioiilly contrived to aflallinate both father and fon j after which crime; 
he aflumed independance at Dowlutabad, and- endeavoured to form, 
alliances with the fovereigns of Boorahanpore, Berar, and Guzarat.'j 
Bibi Zeenut, .after the murder of her hulband and fon, haying piadel 
her efcape to Khiber, demanded protedlion of her brother, Ahmed- 
Nizam Shaw; who, in confequence, moved in the year, 899, jWith- 
intention to reduce Dowlutabad. lllpon his arrival at the garden'of, 
Nizam, ambafladors came, to him.from-Cafim, Bereed, requefling^ 
his affillance againll Eufuff Add Khan, who. had laid liege to tlie; 
capital of Ahmedabad Bieder, and^ promifing, if he would , com-t 
ply, to afford him aid in the reduftion of Dowlutabad. Ahmed, 
Shaw confenting to the requell, marched to Bieder, which Ke reliev- 
ed in the manner we have related in the hillory of Eufuff Adil Shaw; 
and then returning by the fame route, proceeded to execute his ' 
' ' . I 1.- '1 e ' ' , 'original 
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•original defign ; but finding, after a fiege of two months, that Dow- 
lutahad was too ftrong to be taken by force, he retreated towards 
Khibcr. On Ins arrival at the town of Binkar, fituated nearly at an 
equal difiancc from both places, he formed the defign of raifihg a 
city for the capital of his dominions ; from whence he refblved, every' 
year at the harv^efi; fealbns, to difpatch an army to lay wafte the ter- 
ritories dependant upon Dowlutabad, hoping that the garrifon,' being 
deprived of rcfources and difirefied for provifions, would in procefs of 
time defect their cliicf, and give up that important fortrefs. With 
this view, in the year 900, at an inftant fixed upon by the aftrologers A« Do 
as aufpicious, hc‘ began the foundations of a city near the garden of 
Nizam, upon the bank of the river Seen, to which he gave the name' 
of Ahmednuggur. Such diligence was ufed in eroding buildings, by . 
tlic fultan and all his dependants, that in the lliort fpace of two years 
the new city rivalled in ^lendour Bagdad and Cairo. His army every, 
year marching into the territories of Dowlutabad, left nothing undone - 
in ruining cultivation, wafiing grain, and fetting fire to the habita- 
tions of the farmers at both the harvefts. In the year 905, fultan A.D. 
Mhamood of Guzarat, at the 'requefi: of Mallek AfiiruiF, marched 
towards Dekkan ; refolving fir/l to humble Adil Khan Farooki, 
fovereign of Khandefhe, and then proceed to Dowlutabad, which 
was befieged as ufual by Ahmed Nizam Shaw. Uport his arrival at 
Sultanpore, Adil Khan 'being alarmed, requefted the aflifiance of 
IJmniad al Mbolk and Ahmed Shaw; upon which the latter imme- 
diately evacuated the vicinity of Dowlutabad, and haftehed with 
fifteen thoufand horfe to Boorahanpore, fultan Mhamood being then 
encamped with a great army near Afere. Nufleer al Mdolk, by the 
advice of Ahmed Shaw, 'by means of a large fum' of money, prevailed 
upon the keeper of the fultan’s elephants to let loofe from his' chains 
one of thofe animals, who was remarkably' vicious. On the night 
appointed;' Ahmed Shaw, with five thoufand men,' marOhed towards 
the Guzaratee camp ; and at twelve o’clock, when, by a fignal agreed 
upon, the- elephant was let loofe and occafioned great confufion, he 
’ ' X X® fuddenly 
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fuddenly poured in upon the line ftiowers of rockets and mufque- 
try. Sultan Mhamood and his officers, who apprehended nothing 
lefs than an attack from fo inferior an enemy, and, were fleeping 
quietly in their tents, alarmed at the uproar, rofe from their beds 
with hafty confulion. At this inftant, the elephant ran towards the 
tents of the royal hara’m, the ladies of which, frightened, made 
dreadful llirieks ; upon this the fultan, fuppoling the enemy had 
penetrated his camp and were beginning a flaughter of his family, 
made his way out of his tents, and fled with a few attendants to the 
diftance Of fix miles. The Dekkanees continued at the limits of the 
camp firing rockets, till the Guzarat amras had turned out their 
troops, and them retreated; upon which, the latter haftened in a 
body to the royal tents, to congratulate the fultan on the repulfe of 
the enemy; but not finding him, they thought proper to follow 
with the whole army ; and Ahmed Shaw in the morning took up the 
ground they had left, with his allies, Adil Khan apd Ummad al 
Moolk. A peace being concluded with fultan Mhamood Ihortly 
after, Ahmed Shaw returned towards Dowlutabad, and encamping 
on Ballaghaut, relaxed from his cares in a variety of amufements. 
While here, feme gardeners brought him feveral bafkets of mangoes, 
which they faid had grown from kernels, that had fellen on the 
ground he was encamped upon, when befieging Dowlutabad feven 
years before, which the fultan regarded as a lucky omen, that prefaged 
his Ipeedy acquifition of the fortrefs. Afhruff Khan being reduced to 
great diftrefs, applied once mor? for affiftance to fultan Mhamood of 
Guzarat, promifing, if he would relieve him from the powen.of 
Ahmed Shaw, to read the khootbah at Dowlutabad in his name, and 
pay an annual tribute. The fultan, tempted by thefe offers, returned 
with a great army to the bank of the Tapti ; upon which Ahmed 
Shaw raifed the fiege, and retired to his capital, Afhruff, agreeable 
to promife, read the khootbah in the name of fultan Mhamood, and 
going to his camp, made him valuable prefents, which he agreed to 
renew every year as his vaffal. The fultan, after colledVing the arrears 
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of tribute from Adil Khan of Boorahanpore, returned to Guzarat; 
which was no fooner made known to Ahmed Shaw, than he again 
marched towards Dowlutabad, the garrifon of which, difgufted at 
their chief for reading the khootbah in the name of Mhamood, fent 
him affurances that they were his fervants, and- would, ^ ’ e aiiive 
expeditioufly, give him a convincing proof of their attachment. 
Ahmed Shaw, who received thefeTetters oivthe banks of the Gung, 
fet out inftantly, with three thoufand cllofen 

Dowlutabad the fame night furrounded the place. Mallek AAruff 
difcovering the defeftion of his .followers, who were mofUy Rtta- 
rattas, was taken ill with vexation, and died five or fix days after; 
upon which the garrifon immediately delivere '’P * ® 

Ahmed Shaw, fending a deputation to him with the keys^. He im- 
mediately went to view the fort, and gave orders for necelfary repairs, 
fettling in ita garrifon oH- own faithful «oops; after 
returned triumphant to Ahmednuggur, . and ui ^ , »reen 

garden of Nizam, in which he had eredted a J 

lone. - He alfo reduced Afiiwer and other forts, and made the rajas 

of Kalneh and Buggellana become his tributaries 


about the fucceffion to e ;„cipal amras of the govern- 

Hifbam ad Dien Mogu , on ci-,a.w to favour the caufe of 

ment, req^uefted affiftance of Mme _ g- p j^fere. Sultan 

Aalum Khan, a defcendant tUon. Adil 

Mhamood at the fame time refolvi g _ p niarched 

Khan the fon of HoufTun Khan Faroo i, Vi' Mallek 

Khandeflie with a confiderable army ^ upon- which, Malle 
'towards Ktianaeine wiui and Ummad al 

Hiftiam ad Dien calling for the aid of fo,^er, - 

Moolkof Berar, they marched where 

finding difputes grow high, returned fliort y o of fultan 

Aalum Khan came to feek his proteaion. Upon return 

Mhamood to Guzarat, Ahmed Shaw advance wit an 
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frontiers, and fent an atnbaflador, with a^letter to the fultan,' defiring, 
that as Aalum Khan had taken protedUon with him, he would give 
him part of the territory of Afere and Boorahanpore ; but Mhamood 
behaved roughly to the ambafiadors, exclaiming, What right had 
the fon of a llave to the fultans of Bhamenee to write to liim, and 
extend his feet beyond his covering ! that if he did not Ihortly change 
his behaviour, and repent, he fliould meet punilhment ! Ahmed 
Shaw, thinking it ralh to proceed to extremities, upon this returned 
with Aalum. Khan to Ahmednuggur, without delay, by continued 
marches. , 

In the year 914, Nufleer al Moolk dying, his office was conferred- 
on Mukkummul Khan Dekkanee j and two or three months after,. 
Ahmed Shaw was taken dangeroufly ill. He appointed his fon 
Bootahan, an infant of only feven years, his fucceflbrs and conjur- 
ing all the nobdity to obey him faithfully, took their oaths of 
allegiance, and ihortly after paid the debt of nature., 

Though the virtues of this prince exceeded all that can be com- 
prized in the bounds of defcriptton, yet, in compliance with the 
cuftom of hiftorians, the author, attempts to relate a few.' Among 
Ks great qualities, were continence andj modefty. When he rode 
through the ftreets of the city, he never looked afide to,the right or 
left, left Ids eyes might fall upon another’s wife. When he ,was a- 
young man, and marched to reduce the fortrefs of Kaweel, there was 
taken among the captives a young lady of exquifite beauty, who was 
prefented as an acceptable gift to the fultan by his firft mimfter. 
Ahmed Shaw was charmed with her perfon, but being told by her 
that Ihe had a huiba'nd, who, with all her family,, was among the 
prifoners, he bridled his defire, and reftored her uncontaminated to 
her friepds, with prefents to a great amount. 


It 
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It was the cuftom of Ahmed Shaw, if any of his officers in the 
day of battle negleded difplaying a proper fpirit, that, inftead of 
reproaching, he rewarded them among the firft who had diftinguiffi- 
ed' themfelves by their gallantry.. One of his courtiers once taking 
the liberty of enquiring the caufe of this unuffial condud, he replied, 
that he fliould have an explanation of it another time; Nor was it 
long before an officer, who had been backward in his duty and had 
been noticed by the fultan„ diftinguiflied himfelf very particularly ; and 
the fultan having honoured him with marks of approbation, faid .to 
his courtier. Princes are mafters of the hunt,, and fhould thus prepare- 
young warriors for the game of war. 

The cuftom of yulleek, or lingle combat,, in. Dekkan, is aifo a 
memorial of this prince, who was well Ikilled. in the fword,. and 
delighted much in the fcience, Accordingly, as is ever the cuftom, 
the people being, eager to copy the prince, both high and.'low devoted 
themfelves. to it j .and' inftead of colleges, cuftomary’ in the cities of 
Illaam,, jfchools for fword-playing were eftabliflied in all quarters of 
Ahmednuggur,. and nothing was talked of but defence in', every 
aflembly. , As is the efted of the ftriffi-breeding climate of Dekkan, 
every perlbn’ opened his mouth in vaunting over his fellow, and many 
contentions occurred between ra£h- young men, who brought them- ' 
for decifton before "the fultan.. He gave orders for them- to fight with, 
labres in his own: pfefence,. deciding in.= favour of him' who firft 
wounded his adverlafy. In confequence of this encouragement, a 
crowd of young men every day attended in the hall of audience, to 
contend before the king; and, by’ degrees,, this extravagance rofe to 
fiich a. height, that every day two or three of the combatants were- 
killed... At length, the fiiltan' taking a. difguft at fuch tragedies, 
commanded'that nO trials of Ikiil fKould be niadb in his prefence;, but. 
on the plain before the fort claimants might decide theii* pretenfions,. 
and that their friends fhould not interfere.. He alfo commanded,, 
that if either of the duellifts was flain in conflict, retaliation, on 

puniffiment' 
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punMliment for his'death, fliould not be demanded. This'evU cuftom 
proving agreeable to the muffulmanns of Dekkan, fpread from Ah- 
mednuggur into every city ; and its abomination was fo far forgotten, 
that to this day even the learned and venerable fages, and the princes 
and the nobles of the land, pradtife duelhng, and efteem it a'great 
accomphihment; fo that if their children do not court it, they do not 
number them among the valiant, but reprove them. Tbe writer of 
thefe ^Iheets, Mahummud Cafim Feriihta, faw the following occur- 
rence in the ftreets of Beejapore. Syed Mortiza and Syed Hou/liin, 
two white-bearded brothers. Who were in great efteem with Ibrahim 
Adil Shaw, and regarded by all as refpeftable in Dekkan, had a dif- 
pute about a very trifling matter with three Dekkanees, alfo brothers, 
white-haired, and known to the kmg. Firft, the fon of Syed Mor- 
tiza, a youth of twenty, engaged a Dekkanee, and was kdled , upon 
which his .father fingled out another, and, like the fon, religned 
himfelf to death. Syed Houflun next fought the third Dekkanee, 
and fcattered the duft of annihilation upon his own countenance. 
The three bodies were not yet removed from the ftreet, when the 
Dekkanees, who had received mortal wounds from the flaughtered, 
gave up their hves to the Keeper of fouls : and thus, in an inftant, 
without any former, enmity to each other, fix refpedtable perfons 
wwe -deftroyed. The muflulmauns' of Dekkan are certainly un- 
equalled in the management of the fabre, and in Angle combat,' and 
no one can face them, who has not learned the fcience , but as moft 
of them pradtife on foot, and are ignorant of horfemanftup and 
throwing the lance, before an anny, efpecially of Dekkanee cavalry, 
they are much inferior j but for private quarrels and ftreet conten.. 
tions, they are as tearing lions. 

J 

Since the dynafty of Bhamenee, no princes of Dekkan have tried 
to difcourage or abohfti this abominable cuftom, but have rathep 
endeavoured to promote it, except Ibrahim Add Shaw zd of Beejapore, 
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in whofe reign it has been much difufed ; and there is hope, that 
this deteftable pradlice, which never exifted in any other country, 
will, by the happy aufpices of wife and juft princes, be altogether 
done away j and this country, refembling paradife, be purified 
from fuch abomination. 


-.SULTAN 
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. ■ SULTAN , 

BOORAHAN NIZAM SHAW. 


Boorahan Nizam Shaw afcfended the throne of his father, at 
Ahmcdnuggur, in the feventh year of his age. Mukkummul Khan 
Dekkanee, who was an able ftatelman and general, as in the life- 
time of Ahmed Shaw, tvas honoured with the offices of “pefhwa 
and ‘meer jumla, and his fon Jummaul ad Dien became diftinguilh- 
ed by the title of Yezzeez al Moolk and poll of ' fer nobut. The 
father and fon, having thus brought the royal houfehold under their 
controul, obtained full power over all the affairs of government- 
Near three years palfed in this manner, when the pride and want of 
moderation of Yezzeez al Moolk exceeded all bounds, and the other 
minifters and' nobles, as Roomi Khan, Kerrum Khan, and Meer 
Khan, became jealous, and weary of his authority. But as much as 
they llrove to remove him, they could not accomplilh their wilhes- 
At length, they gained over to their views one of the women of the 
haram, named Bibi Aielha, who was nurfe to the mother of Boora- 
han Shaw, and enjoyed much of her confidence. It was agreed that 
Ihe Ihould contrive to deliver over to them Raja Jeou, the infant bro- 
ther of the king, whom they would place on the throne, and thus, 
by depofing Boorahan Shaw, free themfelves from the tyranny of 
Yezzeez al Moolk and Mukkummul Khan. Bibi Aielha accordingly, 

one 
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one day, having dreffed the' young prince,, Who was only four years 
old, in girl’s clotlies, and put him in her own litter; took him 'from 
the palace towards the city. She was fcarce gone, when the rnother 
called for her fbn, and, upon his not being found, a great tumult 
arofe among the attendants within and without the palace. Some, 
guefling that he might have fallen into a' canal or fountain, - went to 
fearch ; while others purfued j^ibi Aieilia, towards the city, and over- 
taking her before die reached the houfe of Roomi Khan, brought her 
back with the child. As Bibi Aiedia was regarded as a grandmother 
, to the princes, and now and then took them to • her own houfe^ 
where (lie kept tliem for two oij three days at a time, die now pre- 
tended that die was carrying the young prince only on a vidt ; but. in 
a few days the fecret was difclofed, that die had done it in concert 
with the amras. Upon this,, the minifters todk greater caution than 
ever for the fafety of the princes. They ufed fo much attention in 
the education and indrudtion of Boorahan Shaw, that in his tenth 
year he read verfe and wrote with elegance; and the writer of this 
hilfory has feen a treatife on the duties of kings, written by him, in 
' the library of the Ahmednuggur fovereigns. 

As the enmity between the miniders and the abovemention'ed 
three amras now exceeded all bounds, the latter fuddenly fled from 
Ahmednuggur, .with near eight ,thoufahd followers ; and, taking the 
road of.Berar, excited Shekh Alla ad Dien Ummad al Moolk to in- 
vade the dominions of Boorahan Shaw, by reprefenting the conqued; 
as eafy. The Berar chief, deceived, and tempted by their declara- 
tions, collected his forces, and, marching from Elichpore,' moved to 
the frontiers of Nizam Shaw, and poffelTed himfelf of feme towns and 
. diftrids. Mukkummul Khan, upon intelligence of this invafion, bent 
his whole attention to expel it, . and marched with Boorahan Shaw, 
attended by Kliajeh Jehaun Dekkanee, in great force againft the 
enemy. An' engagement enfued near the town of Ranooree, in the 
_ year 916, in which the invaders received a total defeat; and Ummad A.D. 15 
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al Moolk flying frofn the field, did not draw in his reins, till hfi 
teached his capital of Elichpoi e. His baggage, hoffes, and elephants> 
fell into the hands of the Nizdnt Shaweeans, who laid wafte great 
partofBerar. In this battle, BoorahaniShavv, on account of his 
tender years, was carried on horfeback before Ardoo Khan, a coni 
fidential Turkilh flave. ‘ Ummad al Moolk, upon Mukkummul 
Khan’s following him into Berar, feeing his fafety in flight, went to 
Boorahanpore, the chief of which fent learned and relpeiftable per- 
fonages to the camp of Boorahan Shaw, who reprefented, from the 
authority of the koraun and the traditions of the prophet, the dilgrace 
of the faithful making war on each other, A peace was concluded, 
and both parties retired into their own country. ' 

It is faid, that the anceftors of the Nizam Shawee kings were 
natives of Paterree j but for fome caufe, one of them, quittmg his 
birthplace, removed to Beejanuggur, where he lettled. When th^ 
family arrived at royalty, all the relations came to Ahmednuggur, 
and expreffed a defirc to recover their ancient home of Paterree s 
upon which Mukkummul Khan fent a meflage to Ummad al Moolk, 
as from Boorahan Shaw, requeuing that he would, from regard, give 
up this trafl: with which he was fo conneited.-'and receive in lieu of 
it a pergunnah yielding a richer revenue. Ummad al Moolk would 
not confent to the exchange j and fbrefeeihg that^ quarrel mull 
tnfue on this point, began to build a fort for the protedlion of the 
pergunnah. Mukkummul Khan requefted him to defift, but in vain, 
and the work was Completed. Mukkummul Khan, pretending to go 
to Dowlutabad, marched fUddenly againft this place, and carried it 
by florm i after which he left it in charge of Mean Gpri, who had 
Ihewn great Ipirit in the attack, and conferred upon him the title of 
Kamil Khan. , 

Boorahan Nizam Shaw upon his approach to manhood, became 
enamoured of a dancing girl, named Araeena, whom he married, 

and 
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and placed at tlie head of his haram. From' her example he learned 
to drink wine upon knowing which, Mukkummul Khan, who 
was a wife and virtuous perfon, bowing Ids head to the ground 
before the throne, and laying down the feals of his office, faid to the 
fultan, « While you were a child, I, the humbleft Have of the 
throne, to the utmoft of my ability, carried on the affairs com- 
mittted to my charge, under the royal aufpices ^ but now, that 
your majcfly is able perfonall^f to condiidt the^ affairs of the Kate, 
you will excufe your ancient Have from buline/s.’" JBoorahan 
Shaw complied with his requefl, and exalted Ids fons among the 
chief amras, but conferred the office of pefliwa on fliekh Jaffier 
Dckkance. Mukkummul Khan lived retired in his own houfe ; only 
now and then, at the eariieft rcquefls of his relations, going to court 
on days of fcflivals, but would not engage in any publick bufinefs ; 
till at length he became united to the mercy of the Deity. 

In the year 930, Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, A.D. 15 
by the endeavours of Shaw Tahir, had a meeting -in. the fort of 
Sholaporc j and Bibi Maricm, lifter to the latter, was given in mar- 
riage to the former, and the nuptials celebrated witli great pomp. As 
Affud Khan Balgoanee had promifed to give Sholapore as a marriage 
portion, Boorahan Nizam Shaw demanded it; but Ifmaeel , Adil, 

\Shaw denied having knowledge of the promife, and faid, if it had 
been made unknown to him, it was not binding upon him. Boora- , 
han Nizam Shaw, by advice of Shaw Tahir, did not infift on the 
performance, but returned to Ah'mednuggur. ArUeena behaving 
very improperly to Bibi Mariem, flie, after fome time, complained to 
her brother Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, who obferved to the ambafladors of 
• his brother in law, then at Beejapore, that placing a dancing girl over 
the head of tlie daughter of a king, was departing from true dignity ; 
which fpeech being told to Boorahan Shaw, became the caiife of a 
long dilpute. Boorahan Shaw inftantly difpatched embaffies to Ameer 
Bereed and Ummad al Moolk, courting both princes to his alliance. 
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f. In the year 931, in conjunftion with them, he' moved at the head of 
thirty thoufaijd horfe and a confiderable artillery, with intentions to 
befiege Sholapore. 

' " Ifmaeel Adil Shaw advanced to meet the enemy with nine^thou- 
fand archers, and an engagement took place on the borders, fo 
bloody, that nature feels horror at the remembrance. Ummad al 
Moolk was broken by the attack of Aflud Khan Balgoanee, and fed 
" precipitately to Kaw'eel without halting ; and Boorahan Nizam Shaw 
being overcome with heat and thiift, in the height of conflift, faint- 
ed away, and was borne off haftily in a pallanquin by his Turkifh 
Haves to Ahmednuggur, which.he reached with great difficulty. 

• J 

5 " In the year 933,' Ummad Shaw, at the inftigation of Ifmaeel ■■ 
Add Shaw, in conjunffion with Sultan Koblli Koottub Shaw, led an 
army againft the fort of Paterree, which he recovered from Boora- - 
han Nizam Shaw 3 who, however, Ihortly after retook it,rrazed the 
fortifications, and gave the diftrifl dependant upon it to his relations 
the bramins 5 in whole hands it continued for generations, till the 
reign of the emperor Akber. From thence, Boorahan Shaw, having 
marched to Mahore, took that fort, and then moved towards Elich- 
pore. Ummad al Moolk, unable to withftand him, fled as formerly 
to Boorahanpore. MahummUd Shaw Farooki, chief of that countiy, 
affifting him with troops in perfon, they .moved againft Boorahan 
Shaw, who defeated them 3 taking from them near three hundred 
elephants, their tents, infignia of royalty, and much baggage. Alany 
places in Berar fell into his hands. Ummad al Moolk and Mahum- 
mud Shaw feeing affairs in this fituation, fent ambafiadors with 
valuable prefents to fultan Bahadur Shaw of Guzarat, to requeft his ' 
affiftance. Sultan Bahadur regarding their requeft as fortunate to his 
8. arms, in the year 935 entered Dekk'an with .a great army, by the 
route of Nudderbar and Sultanpore. 


1 Boorahan 


■ FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. • 

Boorahan Nizam Shaw being much alarmed, fent letters to Shaw 
Baber of Dhcly, • congratulating him on his accejfTion, ' profefling 
allegiance, and begging Iiis prote<5tion. He at the fame time requefl- ' 
cd aflidaticc from Ifmacel Adil Shaw and fultan Koolli Koottub Shaw* 
The former fent Ameer Berced with fix thoufand foreign horfe' to 
join him j but the latter cxcufcd himfclf, under pretence of being 
engaged in war in another quarter. 

Bahadur Sliaw having entered Berar with a view to retakc/Ma- 
bore and Patcrrcc, and liking the country, remained fome time in it ; 
upon wJiicIi Ummad al Moolk, dreading the wafle of his dominions, 
reprefented, that if he would move into Boorahan Shaw’s epuntfy, 
and procure fome parts of it for him, he would remove his family 
' from Kawcel, and, re/igning that place up to him, attend conflantly 
on his ftirrup. Sultan Bahadur, complying with his requeil, moved . 
towards the army of Boorahan Shaw, which was encamped in the 
hilly countr)^ Ameer Bereed, with the auxiliaries of Adil Shaw and 
about three thoufand liorfc of his own, attacked part of the Guzarat 
army fuddenly, on its march between the towns of Beer and Puttun, 
killed near tlircc thoufand men, , took much baggage, with feventy 
mules laden with trcafurc. Sultan, Bahadur, enraged, detached 
Khodawund Khan, his vizier, witli eight thoufand horfe, to revenge 
the affront, . and Ameer Bereed defeated them hy an ambufli. The 
fultan then fent twenty thoufand horfe to reinforce Khodawund 
Khan, under the command of Ummad al Moolk. Boorahan Shaw 
with his allies,' finding it impoffible to oppofe fo great a forced fled 
to Porundeh, and from thence, being purfued by the enemy, towards 
’ Joneer. Sultan Bahadur now proceeded to Ahmednuggur,^ where he 
:took up his refidence in the palace, and his amras chofe their quarters 
dn the houfes of the citizens. The fultan commanded a gi'eat terrace 
•to be formed of lime and fldne, that had been colledled for build- 
ings, which was raifed in one night, and called the black terrace, the •, 
ifone being of that colour. -Upon this,’ the fultan fat for forty days 
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fiicceffively, to receive the compliments of the people, and amufe . 
himfelf -with fights of elephants and other animals. , Boorahan Shaw 
and his allies laid wafte the country round, and prevented fupplies 
from ‘coming to his army; fo that famine prevailed. About this 
time, he dreamed one night, that a number of frightful daemons and . 
evil fpirits furrounded his bed, fome with brands of fire, and others 
With great ftones in their hands, which they threatened to caft upon 
him. He was affrighted from deep, and immediatdy fummoned a 
confultation of his nobles, who informed him, that in that Ipot 
Ahmed Nizam Shaw had fought a battle, in which great numbers of 
infidels and mulfulmauns were flain.when intoxicated, and that their 
fpirits, unable to afcend the upper regions of the air, now hovered 
about this Ipot. Sultan Bahadur was alarmed at this account, flept in 
his tents the next night, and a few days afterwards moved from the 
city towards Dowlutabad; and leaving Ummad al Moolk with the 
Guzarat amras to befiege that fortrefs, encamped with Mahummud 
Shaw Farooki, on the mountains of Ballaghaut. 

Boorahan Nizam Shaw now wrote to Ifmaeel Adil Shaw, that 
though he had fent him aid, as became a brother, unlefs he came 
tohis affiflance in perfon, he fhould never be relieved from the prefent 
troubles. In anfwer to this, Ilbiaeel Adil Shaw replied, that the 
infidels of Beejanugg'ur were encamped near Roijore, and> if he left 
his country, would inftantly invade it;' but that he had fent him five 
hundred chofen hprfe in additional aid, under the command ofHyder 
al Moolk Cafbeenie, and hoped that he would ihortly be gladdened 
by viflory. Boorahan Shaw, dilappointed, was at a loft how to adt. 

As the people and army were difpleafed at the adminifiration of 
Shekh Jaffier, he removed him from the office of pefhwa, which he 
bellowed on Kanwerfein, a bramln, who was endowed with wifdom, 
penetration, and integrity. By his advice he moved,.' with all the 
troops he could colledl, from Joneer to his capital of Ahmednuggur. 
Soon after this, he marched with great caution, and fixed his camp 

.in 
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in me mils, witH^ miles of - the Gnzara t army, “ whicH he 
haraffed by fkirmiflies for near three months. At length, finding 
that this had no effed upon the fortitude of the Guzaratees, he, by 
the advice of ICanwerfein, prMtely allied peace*6f Mahumhiud Shaw 
and Ummad al Moolk, promifing to return: the forts and elephants 
he had taken from them y upon' which they reprefented to Khoda- 
wuhd Khan, that tliey had .called in fultan^ Bahadur only to recover 
Paterree arid Mahore, for which they had engaged to read the 
' khootbah of Berar and Ahmedriuggur, in his naihe, and make him 
annual preferits, but that the fultan had extended his views to the 
prifiefliofi of theii- country. The vizier in reply told them,' that' this 
was their own fault, for if the kings of Eiekkan would agree with 
each other, all would be well. They unde'rfiood, liis meaning, -and 
departed. ' Ummad Moolk fuffered large fupplies of provifion to - 
be conveyed to Dowlutabad through his lines, and’ at the commence- ' 
ment of the rains retired fuddenly towards Elichpore. . 

'' y Siiltari i^adur. ^nd Ivfeeran" Mahuinrriud Shaw ; now' cbnfiilted 
whether to day, pr retreat j and all the miniliers oblerved, that when 
the rivers ihbuld.be full from the rairiy lealbn, it would be impoflible 
to obtain fupplies from Guzarat -or Khandelhe, and it was poffible 
the. princes of Dekkan might unk^ therefore it would be prudent to 
leave thuir . feveraT countries in the pofieflion of Ummad al Moolk 

and Nizam Shaw; ^d he Content with their afcknowledgments of 
homage. Multan Bahadur , confenting to this, Boorahan NizainShaw 
and Unimad ai Moolk ient' their ambafiadors with prefents, and read 
the khootbah in the name of Bahadur ShaW j who afterwards, re- 
turned 1x) Guzarat. Boorahan Nizam Shaw on His arrival at Ahmed- 
nUggur received ^ demand/fiom Meeran Mahummud Shaw fbr the 
elephants he had promifed him, ^and the forts for Ummad al Moo 
#ith .the: firft:he ' complied in'part, hnt refbfbd ^e latter ^ and as 
ii/Iah.umrb:ud Shaw obtained his 'o’^vn wifhes, he did not urge more 



FERISHTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAM. . ^ 

on the fubjeft, but- kept up a friendly conneftion with Boorahan 
Nizam Shaw. ' ■ ‘ 

. Boorahan Shaw the following year fent Shaw Tahir with prefcnts 
of rich goods, elephants, and horfes, to fultan Bahadur of Guzarat,' 
who delayed giving him an audience, and wrote to Meeran Mahum- 
mud Shaw, that he had heard, Ummad al Moolk had only once 
read his name ’in the khootbah.. Meeran Mahummud Shaw in 
anfrver, allured him, that Boorahan Shaw was his loyal vallal, and 
that if he had only read it once, it was to fave appearances with the 
other fultans of Dekkan; therefore he Ihould forgive him, and 
receive his embally. Sultan Bahadur accordingly received Shaw 
Tahir, but did not for fome time Ihew him much encouragement; 
till at length his great qualities and learning fa won upon him,- that 
he altered his behaviour, and at The end of three montijs difmifled 
him with honours and prefents. 

In the year 937, when fiiltan Bahadur Trad fubdued Malwa, 
Boorahan Nizam Shaw, being alarmed, fent Shaw Tahir -with Nerfoo 
Pundit to congratulate him upon his conquells. They were intro- 
duced to the fultan at Boorahanpore, by Meeran Mahummud Shaw ; 
who ohferved, that as the empire of the chief provinces of Hindoo- 
Itan had now devolved on the family of Timur,, the ftar of whole 
profperity was daily afcehding, it was political to make a friend of 
Boorahan Nizam Shaw. Sultan Bahadur, who was ,a prince of 
much ambition, and fought an equality with the fovereigns of Dhely, 
lillened to the advice of Mahummud Shaw, and conferred many , 
favours on Shaw Tahir ; who was difmilTed with expedition to Ah- 
mednuggur, m order to prevail on Boorahan Nizam Shaw to come to 
- an interview with the fultan. Shaw Tahir on his arrival, at lirft 
dilTuaded the fultan from the meeting j but, being overcome by the 
■arguments of Kanwerfein, confented. Boorahan Shaw'having left 
his fon Shaw-HoulTein as his heir, and the direftion of all affairs under 

the 
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tlie care of Kanwerfein, 'moved towards Boorahanpore, with a force 
fomewhat lefs than feven thoufand horfe, and difpatched Khajeh 
Ibrahim and Sabajee as ambalTadors before him, to fettle the mode of 
interview, and the proper offerings. Upon Boorahan Shaw’s arrival 
on the bank^ of the river Chattukdeo, near' Boorahanpore, he was 
met by Meeran Mahummud Shaw, who informed him, that fultan 
Bahadur would receive him oh his throne, on each fide of which 
holy men were permitted to iit,* but all perfons elfe, of whatever 
- rank, flood with their arms crofled before them in the front -of the 
throne. Boorahan Shaw, underflandiiig his reafons for this remark, 
faid nothing in reply ; but, when Mahummud Shaw took leave, 
called his confidants to him privately, and declared, that he would 
never fubmit to the indignity of Handing before the throne of Baha- 
dur Shaw, after having drawn his head from the yoke of the houfe of 
Bhamenee ; that he would rather decline the meeting, and trufl his 
fafety- to the goodnefs of the Almighty. Shaw Tahir replied, that 
God was merciful, and would, he hoped, grant every thing- agreeable 
to his defire ; but that he mufl not be hafly, nor repeat fuch declara- 
tions, fince policy demanded that he fhould for one day agree to a 
humiliation, that he might pafs the remainder of his life in power 
and dignity. Boorahan Shaw, who was a perfon of judgment, 
ceafed from violence, and agreed to the reafoning of Shaw Tahir; 
who nowobferved, that he had in his mind a remedy againfl indig- 
' nity. He faid he had in his pofTeflion a koraun in the handwriting of 
the hoiy Ali, which Bahadur Shaw was very defirous of feeing ; that 
he would carry it with him, fo that Bjahadur Shaw might from necef- 
fity defeend from his throne, and meet him. Boorahan Shaw was 
pleafed with this, and the next morning fet out to the place appoint- • 
ed for the 'interview, in company, with Shaw Tahir and Meeran 
Mahummud Shaw. "When they arrived near 'the royal tents, Shaw 
Tahir placed the koraun upon his head, and Bahadur Shaw feeing 
him at a diflance, afked his vizier, Khodawund KJian, what he was 
carrying., Upon being anfwered, a koraun in the hand of AH; he 

Z z inflantly 
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inftantly defcended from his.throne out of refpedl, and having received 
it, kifled it three times,! and rubbed it on his forehead; then received 
the compliments of Boorahan Shaw, and aiked him, in the Guzarat 
language, after his health ; to which Boorahan Shaw replied in Perfic, 
that by the aulpices of the fultan he was happy. Sultan Bahadur 
then reafcended his throne, and Boorahan Shaw and Meeran Ma- 
hummud Shaw Hood before it. Sultan Bahadur feeing Shaw Tahir 
Handing, delired him to lit, which he declined; but being repeatedly 
prelied, he reprefented that he was ready to obey, but it did not be- 
come him to lit, while his mafter Hood. The fultan then delired 
Boorahan Shaw to lit. Sultan Bahadur entered into converfation 
with Boorahan Nizam Shaw, in the Perlian language, enquiring 
how he had palTed the days of diftrelsfiil yiciliitude. Boorahan Shaw 
replied, that afflidtions, which lead to, prolperity, and abfence 
bounded by enjoyment, make the approach to be forgotten in the 
conclulion ; that the prefent moment was a fufficient recompenfe for 
what evils had happened to him for a feries of years. When fultan 
Bahadur heard this anfwer, he turned to Meeran Mahummud Shaw, 
and faid, Heard you the anfwer of Boorahan al Moolk ?” He re- 
plied, that he did not. Upon which fultan Bahadur repeated his 
queftion, and received the fame reply. He then praifed him in a 
voice loud enough to be heard by all prefent. Shaw Tahir then 
arofe, and faid, Thefe are the marks of the royal bounty, which I 
hope will daily encreafe towards us. Sultan Bahadur, taking a fword 
and dagger"' fet with jewels from his own waift, girded theni on 
Nizam Shaw ; and as he had not till that time ftiled him Shaw, laid. 
May the title of Shaw prove aufpicious to you ! At the fanje time he 
prefented him with the umbrella of royalty taken from the fultan of 
Malwa, and commanded Khodawund Khan, his vizier, and Meeran 
Mahummud Shaw , to conduft him to the tents pitched for his recep- 
tion, which had, belonged to the fame prince, fultan Mhamood 
Khiljee of Malwa. The following day, fultan Bakadur -made a 
grand entertainment, and feared Boorahan Nizam Shaw and Meeran 
' , Mahummud 
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Mahuilimiid Shaw: Gh chairs of gold befc tJiroiie. At the 
breaking Up . of- the' affemblyi lie prefeiited Boorahan Nizam Shaw 
with five jhorles, two elephants, and twelve' fightiiig deer. The 
two kings then played together at the * chowgaaiiV: Nizam Shaw 
prefented fultan Bahadur his offerings, . all of which he approved, but 
taking only a k6raun, 'and a fcymetar, on : which was engraved the 
name of one of the Abaffide caliphs, with four elephants, and two 
Arab horfes,' faid to Nizam Shaw, " I give you back the remainder 
of your .prefents, with all the cbunmes of Pekkan f" at the fame 
time difmifling :.him, with permiffion to return to Ahmednuggur. 
Accordingly he took his departure ; and going by the way of Dowlu- 
tabad and Ballaghaut, paid his, devotions at the tombs of holy men at 
thofe places after which he encamped for fome time at the refer- 
voir of Kuttulloo, where he Was met by his- foil Houfiein Shaw, 
Kanwerfein, ' and his other miniflers, alfo.;. the ambafladors of Adil 
Shaw and Koottub Shaw, who came to congratulate him. 

^ V The difagfeements between the fultan of Guzarat and Boorahan 
' ^Shaw being now done away, the latter was at leifure to attend to the 
regulation of his dominions 5 arid, accordingly, by the wife policy of ' 
his minifter ' Kanwerfein, he took thirty forts from the rajas of the 
Mharattas, who had riot paid obedience fince the death of Ahmed 
Nizam 'Shaw, arid entertamed thofe chiefs in his fervice, leaving 
them lands -for their . fupport. He honoured Khajeh Ibrahim with 
the title of liUtteef Khan, and Sabajee with that of Pertab Roy, , 
adiTiitting them among his confidential fervants. The gardens of ' 
Nizarii, which had, been injured by the Guzaratees, he repaired and 
improved. . , , 

•/ In the year 938, Ifmaeel Adil Shaw having meditated the con- a, 
' quefi: of the forts of Kallean and Candahar, Ameer Bereed fought the 
r . / - • - . . . .Z z 2 . ' protedion 

» A game fomewhat fimilar to that in Scotland called goff, only it' is exercifed on 
' horfeback. , - , • . . • 



FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


prdteftion of Boorahan Nizath Shavi^awhoi wrote a haughty lettef to 
Adir’Shaw, commanding him<to defifti ’which was janfwerOd by" 
defiance. This brought ontdifputes about „their‘ borders. Ifinaesl 
Adil Shaw, in his anfwer t6 Nizam Shaw, aiked if he had forgotten 
the;former,defolation' of Ahmednuggur j'fremarking,jif ihe jprided 
hiihfelf on the tattered infignia of the Mafwa 'princes,’ the iboaft was 
ridiculous; nor had he fuperiorily in the title of’fultan, bellowed 
upon him only by the chief of Guzarat; whereas his royalty(Was 
given him by the kings of Perfia, defcendants, of ,the_iprophet; ^that 
if he repented of fuch follies, it would be' fortunate, .but if, not, jhe 
fliould quit the gardens of Nizam, where he would meet him and 
try the force of arms to humble his vanity. ’ , , , , 

Boorahan Nizam ShaW, though alhamed of ^ his vaunting, yet 
marched im’mediately to Ameerapore, where he remained feme days 
to colledl his forces, and then moved towards the borders of Adil 
Shaw, who gave him a total defeat, and obliged him to retreat W 
Ahmednuggur, with the lols of all his baggage and near fbur,thou^ 
fand men; which dil^ce fully lellened his pride and vam glory. 'O 

. ' . f, 

In the year 939, by the mediation of ambafladors, a meeting 
was effeSted between Boorahan Nizam Shaw and I&naeel AddShaw ; 
when it was agreed, that the former Ihould undertake the conquelt 
ofBerar, and the latter of Telingana; and that they Ihould divide 
Dekkan in a brotherly manner between them : but this plan was 
dellroyed by the premature death of Ifmaeel Adil Bhaw, and the 
dilputes which took place between his fuccellbrand Nizam Shaw.! 

In the year 944, at the inftigation of Shaw Tahir, Boorahan 
Nizam Shaw rejedled the names of the Sahabeh from the khootbah 
for thofe of the Imaums ; and as the colour of their ftandards was 
green, and tradition relates, that at the refurreflion thofe of the 
prophet wdl alfo be of that colour, he changed his umbrella and 

llandards 
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flandards to it; He alfo (God forgive him) fettled penfions on per- 
tons to curfe and revile the three companions and their followers in 
the mofques and flreets; thus accbmplifliing a wilh which Eufuff . 
Adil Shaw, tlirough fear of his principal amras of the foonni feft, 
was obliged to cany with him to the grave, unelFeded. Boorahan ' 
Shaw however- ran fome hazard from his religious^ zeal. He was 
befieged in his palace by a number of malecontents, headed by ' 
Moolla Peer Mahummud, a furious foonni, whom he took prifoner 
and confined; upon which the tumult fubfided. - The kings of 
Guzarat, Beejapore, and Khandefhe, enraged at the infult offered 
to the foonnites, ■ entered into alliance with each other, and agreed . 
to divide the dominions of Boorahan ;Nizam Shaw between them ; 
upon which he fent an embafiy. to the emperor Humaioon, offering 
his fervices . to afiifi: in an invafioii of Guzarat; but the rebellion' of 
Shcre Shaw falling out, prevented its fuccefs. Boorahan Shav7 found 
means to fatisfy the fultaiis of Guzarat and Khandeflie; and enter- 
taining in . his* fer vice all the . foreigners diibanded , by Ibrahim Adil 
Shaw; marched to invade -Beejapore. ' • Being fuccefsful, he brought 
triumphantly ^to ' Abmednuggur an hundred elephants and fonie pieces 
ofcannoiii . 

. . In the year 949, -Boorahan- Shaw again invaded Beejapore;;. but,- A*D. 
though fuccefsful in the beginning, was at laft forced to retreat to the 
fortrefs of Dowlutabad, leaving his capital a prey to the Beejapore 
troops. He made his peace by giving up many places. The ac- 
count of this expedition ' has. been related in the hiftory of tlie reign 
of Ibrahim Adil Shaw,, as well as of feverdl .others, : ; which compofe 
the whole tranfabtions of the reign bf Boorahan Nizam Shaw, and = 
would be tirefome in the repetition.' He died in the year 961, and a.D. 
wks buried in the fame tomb with his . father; : . • ' 

' . SULTAN. 
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proteftion of.Boorahan Nizam .Shawj jwhbiwrote a'.ha’ughty lettef. to,' 
Adili'Shaw.icbmmanding.' himi to ;defifti!.which',.wasoanfweredi;by; 
defiance.' - This brought on idifputes' about jtheir; borders’, r, Ifmae’e! 
Adil'Shaw, ■ in his anfwer t6 Nizatri ShaWj . aiked if he had forgotten' 

thei former :defoiatioh!‘of''Ahmednuggurjh'remarking,; if ;he,i prided, 
himfelf.on the tattered infignia of the Mafwa'.princes,-;the iboaft was’ 
ridiculous; nor bad he fuperiority in -the "title' of ifultan,;, bellowed 
upon him ; only ; by the , chief of - Guzarat ; Whereas . his royally, was 
given him by the kings of Peffiav.defcendantsi of ^thcj!prophetj _that 
ifhe repented bf’fuch- follies, dt iwould beifortunate, ,but;if;not,,vhe 
Ihould quit the gardens of Nizam, where .he -would meet him and 
try the fotce'bf arihs to humble his vanity.-.: il Lrrri 'j'.f-.i 

. ■' ^ ••• ‘jfjjt.; 's' oil 

■: -Booraten 'Nizam- Shaw, ;though. alhamed'pf^his^yaunting, yet 
marched im'mediately •.td Ameerapore, where :he remaiiied , fome days 
to colled his forces, and then moved towards- the borders of.AiM 
Shaw, who gave him a total defeat, arid obliged him to retreat to 
Ahmedriuggur, 7 with the -lots of all his baggage and near four 'thou- 
fand men j which dilgrace fully lellened his pride and vain. glory, 

• ■; ; to vt . 

' . In the year 939, by the mediatioii of ambafladors, a .meeting 
was effefted between Boorahan Nizain Shaw and Ilmaeel AdilBhavv; 
when it Was . agreed,- thafthe-former Ihould undertake.’ the rconqueft 

• ofBerar, and the latter of Telinganaj and -that they. lhould.:divide 
Dekkari in a brotherly -manner between them f but this .plari, was 

• deftroyed by; the premature death of Ifin’aeel AcW Bhawy arid the 
'dilputes vvhich took place betweenhis fucceffor arid Nizaih Shaw. , - 

, In the year 944; at- the mitigation of Shaw Tahir, Boorahan 
.Nizam Shaw rejedled the names of, the Sahabeh frorn the.-khoqtbah ~ 
for’thofe of the Imaums j ..and ;as the colour of their llandards;;was 
green, and tradition relates, that at the refurredion thofe of the 
prophet will alfo be of that colour, he changed his umbrella and 

' ' * ' ■ - ■ ftahdards- 
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idards to it. He alfo (God forgive him) fettled penfions on per- 
: to curfe and revile the three companions and their followers in 
mofques and ilrcets ; thus accomplifliing a wifli which Eufuff ' 

1 Shaw, tlirough fear of his principal amras of the foonni fed, 
obliged to carry witli him to the grave, uneffeded, Boorahan 
w however ran fome hazard from his religious^ zeal. He was 
eged in his palace by a number of malecontents, headed by ' 
olla Peer Mahummud, a furious foonni, whom he took prifoner 
confined ; upon which die tumult fubfided. The kings of 
sarat, Beejapore, and Khandeflie, enraged at the infult offered 
he foonnites, entered into alliance with each other, and agreed - 
ivide the dominions of Boorahan Nizam Shaw between them ; 
n which he fent an embafiy to the emperor Humaioon, offering 
[ervices to afiifi: in an invafiori of Guzarat; but the rebellion of 
re Shaw falling out, prevented its fuccefs. Boorahan Shaw found 
ns to fatisfy the fultans of Guzarat and Khandeflie } and enter- 
ing in his fervice all the foreigners dilbanded by Ibrahim Adil 
w, marched to invade Beejapore. Being fuccefsful, he brought 
mphantly-to Ahmednuggur an hundred elephants and ibme pieces 
annon. 

In the year 949, -Boorahan- Shaw again invaded Beejapore ; but,- A*D. i542« 
igh fuccefsful in the beginning, was at lafi: forced to retreat to the 
refs of Dowlutabad, leaving his capital a prey to the Beejapore 
ps. He made his peace by giving up many places. The ac- 
It of this expedition 'has been related in the hiffory of the feign 
brahim Adil Shaw, as well as of feverah others,' which compofe 
whole tranfadlions of the reign of Boorahan Nizam Shaw, and 
lid be tirefome in the repetition.- He died in the year 961, and a.D. 155J. 
buried in the fame tomb with his father. 

SULTAN. ' ' 
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HOUSSEIN^NIZA.M SHAW. - 


HoUSSEIN Nizam Shaw fucceeded his father in the thirtieth year, 
of his age. His brother- Abdul Kader ■ and the other princes efcaped • 
from the palace- the day of his acccffion; and: two pities were form- 
eiin-the ftate-j,' the foreigners and Ethiopians embracing the caufe of 
Houffein,' and the Dekkanees, both mulTulmauns and Hindoos,' that 
of Abdul Kader j who, ' However, tyas at length ; deferted, and fled 
into’Beraf for. prdtedtion to' Ummad al:Moolkfhis brothers, :Shaw- 
Ali and Meeran Mahummud'. Bahh, fought an afylum at Beejajjore. 
Khajeh Jehaun,-govefnor of Porundeh, fefufed to come to Court,, and 
claimed the -throne for his fon in law, Hyder Shaw, alfo.fohto the- 
late king. Houflein Shaw marched , againft him, and Khan Jehaun 

■- Xbe- folfawteAwted. the. fort... 

returned to . Ahmednuggur. The king of Beejapore' embraced the 
caufe of Shaw. Hyder. - iHouflein entered into an " aUiance with Urn- 
mad alMoolk, who furnilhed him with feve'n thoufand horfe. ; He 
marched to relieve Sholapore,' then befieged by Adil Shaw. Ah 
account of :this expedition has bden given in the hiftory of that prince., 
Sycf Eiti al Moolk, who had left his fervice, and gone oyer to BeejaU, 
pore, being driven from that kingdom, alhed leave to return to Ah- 
mednuggur. Houffein Nizath Shaw affured him of a ’ favourable 
reception, but upon his arrival cut him off by treachery. . His women 
and effedls were faved by the gallantry of his chief dependant, Kub- 
bool Khan, who condufted them in fafety to Golconda, where he 
' ' was 
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was received into tlie lervice of Ibrahim Koottub Shaw. The grave - 
of Syef Ein al Moolk is frequented by foldiers, who eat the turf near 
it, as a flimulus to valour. He was celebrated for the goodnefs of 
his troops, and living with them in a brotherly manner. Ibrahim 
Adil Shaw dying, Houdein Shaw invaded Beejapore in conjuridlioh 
with Koottub Shaw, who after fome time defertedhim, and he was 
obliged to return to Ahmednuggur. Ali Adil Shaw formed an 
alliance againft him with Ramraaje and Koottub Shaw^ in revenge 
for the invafion ; upon which he ilrengthened hiiiifelf by treaty, with 
Ummad al Moolk, and tliey met in the year 966. The daughter of A. D. 1558, 
the latter was married to the former. The fame year Hbudeia 
Nizam Shaw detached Mahummud Afiad Neefliaporee and Cheleli 
Roomi againfl Reegdonda, a fort built by the. Portuguefe, on the 
coaft of Malabar. They begged peace, and entered into a treaty 
not to moled: the fubjedls of Nizam Shaw 5 who, upon this, ordered 
. his army to retreat. Tn 967, Nizam Shaw fubdued .feveral forts A, D. 1559. 
belonging to Annee Roy. . The allies invaded .his 'territories.-’ He 
was offered peace on condition of iurrenderihg the fort of Kalleari, 
but refufed, and fled from Ahmednuggur, which was befleged by 
the allies'. The city held out, owing to the treachery of Koottub 
Shaw, who privately conveyed pro vifions . to the 'garrifon, ’ and. at ' , 
length deierted his.allies. Houflein Nizaiii Shaw, .aflifl:ed:!by the . 
troops of Ummad al Moolk, cut off fupplies from the enemy’s camp, 
in which fcarcity of proviflons prevailed. They raifed the fiege on 
this account, and 'encamped at Afhtee.' ^ 1 

Houffein Nizam Shav/, by the advice of Cafim Beg, fent Moolla 
Einaiut OoUa to afk peace of Ramraaje j who offered to grant it on 
three conditions' : ' firfl, that he fhould cede, the forCrefs of Kallean to 
; Ali Adil Shaw': fecondly, 'that he. fliould put to death Jehaungeer ' 

' Khan, . who commanded the. auxiliary troops • from Berar,- as he had 
done much injury- to his army -by ; his attacks^ and rthirdly, that 
/ Niza..m= Shaw, fhguld- fuhmit, to' pay him a = vilit, and receive : from 

‘ ' • . him 


FERISHTA’s HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


him^a betel of encouragement.' The fultaii, in order to prefervc his 
kingdom, accepted the conditions ; and opening the doors of in- 
juftice^on his friends, fent aflaflins to the tents of his guell and faith- 
ful i auxiliary, Jehaungeer Xhan.f After having thus, tat the inftiga-' 
tion of an'infidel,^ murdered one\of tire faithful,, and verified | the 
remark, that “ There is no confidence in princes,”, the fultan pro- 
ceeded to the camp of Ramraaje, who rofe on his entering his tents, 
andkifledhis hand. The fultan, from foohflii pride, called for a 
bafon and ewer, and waflied his hands, as'if they had been polluted by 
the touch of Ramraaje ; who, enraged at the affront,'' faid in his 
own* language, '• If he was not my guell, he lliould repent this 
“ infulti” then calling for water, he alfo walked. Houllein Nizam 
Shaw, giving the keys of Kallean to Ramraaje, faid, “ I give,them 
" a prefent to you and Ramraaje immediately fent them to All Adil' 
Shaw. Having received a betel from Ramraaje,'he took his leave; 
and, without vifiting Ali Adil Shaw, quitted the camp, and returned 
to his own capital, which he furroimded with a deep ditch, and 
ftrerigthened by building the citadel of Rone. , 

' j ' . 

In the year 970, the fultan had an interview with Koottub Shaw, 
and their alliance was cemented by intermarriages. They befieged 
the fort of Kallean, but were obliged to retreat by Ramraaje and Ali 
Adil Shaw, who gave them a total defeat, and Houllein iNizam 
Shaw, with difficulty, reached the fort of Oufeh, with the lofs of all 
his artillery and baggage. In his flight he carried the umbrella of 
royalty over his own head, and, though attended only by a thoufand 
horfe, made his way good through fix thoufand of the ^enemy. Being 
remarkably dlria in his obfervance of the Rated prayers, one after- 
noon, when clofely purfued, his friends reprefented the danger of 
difmounting (to pray, but he regarded them not; and the enemy 
were fo Rruck with his gallantry, that they flopped at fome diflance 
to admire it. After prayers, on obferving that he had on a girdle 
interwoven with gold, he recollefted that it was unlawful to pray in 
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it, tliereforc calling it off^ he repeated Iiis devotions*- The enemy 
agreed, that to fuccecd againfl him was impoilible, and refolved on 
giving over their purfuit. The fultan having thrown fupplies into 
Ahmcdnuggiir, retired to the fortrefs, of, Joneer. The allies now 
bcfiegcd Ahmcdnuggiir, and the Hindoos of Ramraaje committed 
every cruelty on the fiithful, polluting the mofques, and difhonour- ' 
ing the women. Ali Adil Shaw, vexed at thefe indignities to re- 
ligion, but unable to prevent tlienii advifed Rbnraaje to raife the * 
fiege and purfuc Nizam Shaw ; who, upon this, retired to the hills, 
and diipatchcd a force to lay waile all tlie country in tlie enemy’s 
front, fo as to diflrcfs and retard their march ; but this detachment 
was defeated, and the general flain. At the approach of the rains, ^ 
the allies returned to the ficgc of Ahmednuggur. A great rife of 
die waters drowning near tivelve thoufand horfe, a great number of 
elephants and footmen, much baggage, and cattle innumerable, 
Ramraaje retired to his own country. 

/ 

An alliance was now formed between the three fultans againft 
Ramraaje, whofe defeat and death has already been related in the 
Iiifloiy of the Adil Shawee fovereigns. Hou/Tein Nizam Shaw died, ^ 
eleven days after his return from this expeition, of a diforder occa- 
ftoned by excefs of venery and drinking. He left behind hirn four 
fons and four daughters. ' , . - • , 


A a a 
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^SULTAN 

' f \ 

MORTIZA NIZAM SHAW. 


As this prince acceded to the throne in his minority, his mother; 
Khoonzeh Sultana, became for fix years chief manager of afiairs. She 
raifed her brothers, Ein al Moolk Taaje Khan and Etibar Khan, to 
the firft rank of nobility. Having appointed MooUa Einaiut Oolla 
peftiwa, file fat daily in court behind a curtain and tranfafted bufinefs. 
Mortiza Nizam Shaw was engaged in amufements becoming his 
age, and took no part in the affairs of government. 

At this crifis, Ali Adil Shaw led an army againfl: Anicondeh, 
hoping to reduce to his dominions all the terntories of Beejanuggur. 
Vingtaderee, chief of Bilcondah, upon this ^applied to Khoonzeh 
Sultana for affiftance, and flie with her fon led an army againft 
Beejapore j upon which Ali Adil Shaw, giving over his expedition, 
returned to the defence of his own country. The two powers con- 
cluded peace at the reprefentations of holy men,- and the next year 
marched againft Tufial Khan, who had ufurped Berar, which they 
plundered, and returned at the beginning of the rains. On the march 
Adil Shaw confpired to feize the perlbn of Nizam Shaw j but Khoon- 
zeh Sultana difcovering his defign, marched fuddenly to Ahmed- 
nuggur, affifted by the fudden fwelhng of a river between the camps. 

In the year 975, Adil Shaw invaded the country, and taking 
. feveral places, defeated the Nizam Shawee army, by his general 

Kummpul 
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Kummaiil Kjfliwer Khan. ^ Khoonzeh Sultana difgufted all the ainras 
by hei- partiality to her brethren, who expended the publick treafures 
on their own pleafures, without attending to the wants of the army. 
At length, ^Shaw Jenimal ad Dien Houlfein Anjoo, Cafim Beg, and 
others, the fultan's companions, became alarmed at the difordered 
flate of the royal houfehold, and complained to him in private of his 
mother s condudt. The fiikan oblerved, that the whole' mlniftry 
were attached, to her, how then could he remove her ufurped autho- 
rity. They replied, that with his permiffion they would bring over 
the principal amras, and eifed a cure for the prefent evils. Nizam 
Shaw having given his confent, they, ■ with their friends, repaired to 
the palace 5 but as it happened, the queen at this inftant having the 
fultan with her, his childilh/ fears made him fuppofe the fecret 
betrayed, and, ‘ to fave himfelf, he told his mother that certain chiefs 
had'confjpired to feize her 5 upon which fhe confined the principal 
confpirator, and the red efcaped. . , 

In the year 977, the fultana marched with her fon to oppofe the 
encroachments of Kilhwer " Khan, the Beejapore general. Mortiza 
'Nizam Shaw, now able to judge for himfelf, refolved to be free from 
the ufurpation of his mother. Having brought over the principal 
amras,' he fent to her Hubfheh Khan, to inform her that it was his 
pleafure fhe fhould no longer engage in publick affairs, but live 
retired like the other princefies. Enraged at this, fhe fummoned 
her creatures } ^and, throwing a veil over her face, came from the 
palace on horfeback, armed with a bow, fword, and dagger. She 
yvas, however, feized after a fhort refiftance, and her attendants fled. 
The fiiltan noW' took affairs under his own management ; and, having 
levied forces, marched againfl the fortrefs of Harwer, and to expel 
the invader Kifhwer Khan. 

i 

When the fultan arrived v/ithin a fhort diftance of Darwer, a 
mefienger from Kifhwer Khan brought him a fealed paper, wliich, 
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upon opening, was found to contain fuch Infolent expreffions, as en- 
raged him to the higheft pitch. Mounting his horfe, hcj fwore that 
he would not difmount till he fliould enter Darwer.. When he 
arrived near, he rode towards the, gate ; upon which his^ attendants 
reprelented, that ’fortrefles were not to be taken in thisj manner, an^ 
'that expofing his perfon was improper. The fultan rephed, ,that by 
the divine bleffing he would force the gate with his fword, and hew 
his paflage ; that if viiSory wasMecreed him, no injury could occur; 
and that if his death was fixed, it was vain to avoid the danger. The 
officers, feeing that the royal determination was unalterable, begged 
that he would put on armour, which was allowed by the prophet. 
To this he confented, and then proceeded. By this time ihowers of 
fhot, arrows, and rockets, pbured from the fort walls, and kdled - 
many perfons, elephants, and hories. The fultan ftill went on, and 
efcaped unhurt. - At length, the fire from the fort fuddenly ceafed. 
The fultan was aftonilhed. He lent perfons to enquire the caufe. 
They entered unoppofed, and found the fort evacuated. An arrow t 
had pierced theTieartofKifhwer Khan, who lay dead on the ground. 
They cut off his head, and hung it over the battlements ; when the 
fultan offered thanklgivings for his vidtory. The fultan now invaded 
Beejapore, in conjundlion with Koottub Shaw; againft whom he 
fuddenly became incenfed by, the artifice, of Shaw Abou Houffun. 
Koottub Shaw efcaped, but his camp was plundered.-\ Nizam Shaw 
concluded a treaty with Ali Adi] Shaw, and returned to Ahmednug- 
gur. He appointed Jemmal ad Dien Houffein his prime minrfter, 
and marched againft the fort of Reegdondah, belonging to the Por- 
tuguefe ; but was obliged to raife the liege, after a blockade of Ibme 
months, as the enemy obtained provifions by fea, and, from the 
treachery of the fultan’s own amras, who were bribed by prefents, 
particularly of wine. The fultan, upon his return from this expedi- 
tion to Ahmednuggur, difplaced feveral of his chief amras, and confer! 
red the office ofvaqueelut on Chungeeze Khan, a nobleman of great 
abilities, who by his attention reftored the publick affairs. He de- 
feated 

I 
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feated a proj^ofed alliaiice between Ali Adil Sha Shaw, 

and effedted one b et ween the former and his mafteri who had an in« 
terview on tlieir borders. It was agreed between the fultans, that 
All Add Shaw iliould conquer as riiiiGh of t:he‘'Garnatic as would pro- 
duce a revenue equal to Berar and Bieder ^ which countries Nizam 
Shaw fhould be at liberty to wreit -frotn the' hands of TufFal Khan 
and Ali Bereed; Koottub Shaw was excluded from any fliare in 
this treaty. In tlie year 980, Nizam Shaw began his . expedition, to A 
Berar 5 and fucceeded hy the” gallantry and conduct of Ghungeeze 
Khan, who drove TufFal Khan from Elichpore, forced him to feek 
flielter in the woods, and brought, over the inhabitants of the diftridts 
by his clemency. TufFal Khan fled froni place to place, and wood 
to wood, for fix months V at the;, end of which he was forced 'into a 
■ defile, ; which: had no other pafFage but what could be. blocked up: by 
the fultah’s troops,' and' w-duld have been take^^ had hot the fultan 
been flopped by a religious • fuperfiition' for fome time On his march* 

A mad devoteei Meer' Mdufeh^ M thpTultmmn 

march," arid conjured: hirii for the' love he •b'Dre the" twelve Imaumsi 
' iiot- to rhove farther till he bad given him a large fum of money :} and 
, the fultan complied A^rith his requefl, though the ihinifldr entreated 
him to defer giving the money tovthe fanatic till the camp was pitch- 
' ed. He would not,” and the opportunity of overtaking TufFal Khan 
was lofi by delaying the' riiareh.*-^ Khan fled to Khandefhe, - 

. the fultan of which, at the threats of Nizam Shaw, refufed him 
^ protedtionv He returned into Berar> took refuge in; the fort iof Per- 
rialleh,' and applied for affi the emperor Akber;; who fent ^ 

an aTribaflador to Nizam Shaw, Goriamanding him to defifl from his 
invafiori of Betar 5 but no attention was paid to the ihelf^gei Per- 
nalleh was taken, as - alio other fortreflfes, with TufFal Khan and 
'0irea'1LJmnaad al hd 

Nizam Shaw / next marched ' againfl iBieder, when , a pretendei 
flafted up in Berar, aflifted by troops froni Meerari Mahummud Shaw, 

. and 
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and was joined by feven thoufand of the inhabitants. The fultan’s 
officers entreated him to come in perfon, and quell the rebellion. 
He marched with the greateft expedition, and commanded Chun- 
geeze Khan to follow him with the main army. Syed Mortiza, 
who had gone on in front with a detachment of eight thoufand 
horfe, came up with the pretended Ummad al Moolk, obliged him 
to fly, and his adherents to difperfe. Nizam Shaw entered the pro- 
vince of Khandefhe, where he did much damage, even to the 
neighbourhood of the capital Boorahanpore. 

Chungeeze Khan having heard great praifes of the fortrels of 
Afere, where Mahummud Shaw had retired with his army, went 
with two or three thoufand horfe, by the fultan's permiflion, to view 
the country. Mahummud Shaw fent fome of his nobility, with feven 
or eight thoufand men, in the hope to intercept and cut him ofl^; but 
Chungeeze Khan defeated this detachment, and took marly chief 
men prifoners. Nizam Shaw then moved to the vicinity of Afere, 
from whence he fetic out parties, who left not a veftige of popu- 
lation in the furrounding country. At length, Mahummud Shaw 
purchafed the retreat of Nizam Shaw by a prefent of a large fum of 
money. 

, Mirza Ifpahanee, who had come to pay the comphments of con- 
gratulation on his viilories to Nizam Shaw from Ibrahim Koottub 
Shaw, judging that the attack of Bieder would be renewed, endea- 
voured to prevent the expedition. He offered Chungeeze Khan a 
.great bribe with .this view j but that minifter refufed it, obferving, 
that he had the treafures of Nizam Shaw at his command, and 
wanted nothing. He faid, it was his wilh that, Bieder being reduced, 
Nizam Shaw, Koottub Shaw, and Adil Shaw, Ihould join in bro- 
therly alliance, and preferve themfelves from the attack of the 
foonnite emperor of Dhely, Akber. 


The 
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The amhafTador, finding it vain to .bnbei the, mmifter, endea- 
voured to effedt his purpofe by bringing, over; "to his defigh Saheb 
a favourite minion of the fultan's, who had been roughly - 
treated by Chiingeeze Khan. Me infinuated to him, that the liiinif- 
teir had intentions of afluihihg Hie royal titles ih-Berar. ' Saheb.Khan 
’willingly believed the accufation, arid informed ; the fultan ; who at 
firfi: would not believe it, and told his favourite, that he knew his 
fiories to be the effed: of malice, for the.punifiiment he had received 
. from the minifter. Saheb Khan however would not give over- the 
attempt, but pretended to weep ^ and defired the fultan, if he would 
not .believe him, to ferid for Mirza Ilpahanee, who was of the fame 
city with the minifter, and hear what he had to fay . The fultan did 
ib> and his declarations made foine impreflions on his mirid,' but he 
fefolved to -wait for proof of his fufpicions. At length, for a trial, 
he one day feht for Chungeeze Khan, and figniiied ' his wiflies to 
' return to Ahmednuggur, as he was tired of the field.' The- rriinifter 
obferved, . that as this was a newly conquered province, it was :mdre 
advifeable for his’ majefty to remain in itfive or fix ,mpri^^ - 

to attach the inhabitants, to his government y or, , in^ cafe that was not 
agreeable, to leave ’ him with an ,.arrriy for that purpO^. ; Nizam 
Shaw, uppnfhis anfwer, believed all the accufers of the .minifter 
had faidy : arid immediately altered, his hehaviour to\yards him. 
.Ghuiigeeze Khan perceiving tliis, was alarmed, and, under pretence 
of illriefs, ftayed foine ‘ days from court. - The fultan, dilpleafed at 
this, refolved to difpatch him, arid; fent his phyficiari to him with a 
poifoned draught,', .under the . pretence of medicine. Chungeeze 
Khan at hrft refufed to : take it i • but, fortifying; His mind,’ at laft 
refolved on facrificirig himfelf to loyalty,- and drank the . poifon. 
During his laft moments he wrote the following, addreft .to ‘the 
: fiiitari.;:'--' :■ 

The faithful fervant Meeruk, . the fun.ofwhofe age has pafled 
“ through fixty marifions, and was haftening to the feventieth, hav- 
' ing. 
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“ ing laid the head of fubmiffion on, the threfliold of your majefly, 
“ reprelents, that the draught mixed \vith the water of life he has 
“ knowingly, and with eager defire, drank. Having placed the 
" treafiires of duty and loyalty to the fultan, by whofe bounty I was 
“ cheriflied, in the cafket of my bofom, I Ihut my eyesf from the 
“ obfervance of llrangers. As laftmg as the grave will be to me, fo 
“ be the life of your majefly. 'I hope thus much from the fultan, 
“ that, efteeming me both in life and death among the number of 
“ loyal fubjefts, he will aft according to the ihaxims I fend written 
“ in my own hand ; thk he will fend my body to KerbaUa j that he 
“ will efteem certain amras, named in the petition, as worthy of 
“ diftinftion, and entertain my foreign fervants among his own 
“ guards.” This addrefs, with fome inflruftions, he committed to 
the care of Syed Mortizaj and then reclined upon his bed till the 
next day, when he departed from this borrowed, fading manfion, 

Mortiza Nizam Shaw was fhortly convinced of the uprighfnels 
and lincere attachment of his minifter, whofe death he regretted with, 
unfeigned forrow s and, upon his return to Ahmednuggur, refolved 
on retiring from the world. He called before him the principal in- 
habitants of Ahmednuggur, and laid to them, “-Know ye, that I 
“ have not abilities for empire, for I find not in myfclf the capacity 
“ of diftinguilhing juftice from injuftice ; fo that I frequently am 
“ guilty of oppreffion under the cloak of juftice j and when the 
•• truth becomes known unto me, I am difgufted at my own domin- 
“ ion. Therefore I now take you to witnefs, and fhall call upon you 
“ to teftify at the day of refurreftion, that I have appointed Cauzi 
“ Beg my vaqueel muttulluk, who is of the defeendants of the pro- 
“ phet 1 that he may do unto eveiy one agreeably to law and juftice j 
“ and, not in the leaft giving a preference to the ftrong over the 
“ weak, may have no regard to private claims. Should any perfon 
“ take even the needle of a weak old woman, and itlhall be quef- 

" tioned me concerning it at the day of judgment, that fuch oppref- 

“ fion 
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. occurred m my rdgn/jand I,was unmindM of it, IkUIdn^ 
'anfwer, that I had no biiliiiefs in fuch affairs, -^hie^ 

Cauzf ;Beg,; the defcendant of the .prophet/^; Then; a 

« himfelf. to .tliatvminifter, ;he,faid, “^Affairs areinow in your hands; if 
thoU canff :hot^dnea: diem .a .let 'Ameer ^aT M Mirza 

« Mahummud Nukki, and Cafim JBeg,. be your partners in publick 
affairs ; while I, who-, am fearful and appreheiihve of {the anger 
^ and pUnifliment of the Almighty; . and afliamed of my behaviour 
^55 in ,, the .affair :..of:;Chunge.eze iKliani: ffeek. retirement/; and "employ *■ 
« my days .in f epentahce and , prayer/.* The. fultan, after this, retired 
.to an apartment in the palace of . Ahmedniiggur, called -Bagdad, 

- where ; no one/ :male lor I female, yyas admitted to his, pfefenee, but 
Saheb Khan. ' , . ; iil /1 1. 



• In the year 9.84;' the emperbr Akber advancihg to the frontiers; of A. D. 15J 
• Dekkan to .hunt/.the fultaii moyed. with a^f^ butiii: a eover- 

-ed litter, ? to obferve.. hislniQtiohs> and ;be‘in;:>readmefsito jdefehd^^^h^^ 

; dominions. He would haye marehedV'fo: attack "the empemr, di^^^^ 
he. not been . pfevehted hy, the.., entreaties ; of his- nobility. ; .At their 
requefthe remained -.oh his borders,, till lAkber feturned.to' his own 
hominions, when he 'retired again, do : his privacy in . . Ahmednuggur. 
dn-die rains ^hefulkn;.went;.tdlD.qwlutabad> and; yifited,die.:tombs^b^ 

'the faihtS.v. Being .feized- with a religious ,enthuliafm> He one 'day, 

■ UriknoWn even^to withdrew from his lapartment, and 

iv/as goinghloheon foot^qwards -the tomb of Imaum.'Reza, when he 
was known hy ai countryman;' Who gave • information to the miniffers.. 

It was with much entreaty- that they could prevail upon him. to return. • 

. ^Heihaftehed:back.td Ahmednuggur, khdltook quarters in the. 

rgardeh of Heht Bphifft, hr-the^ei^th.paradilb. 


At.lhis time,' his :favourik'y haheb Khah> . conirnitted great excedes, 
- With ' his; .adherents, about three^ .thbuknd . fcoundrel ^ Dekkahees, .fre- 
l-'Quehtly forcing children from their parents/ for the word: of purpofes. 
' . ^ : '- Bbb He 
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He felzed the daughter of Meer Mhadiej ’who was killed in defend- 
ing the honour of his family. Thefe injuries gaveigreat dilguftj' but 
the regent was afraid of the favourite’s influence with the fultan. At 
length, 'SahehlChan became foinfolentj’a's to order a 'nobleman fo 
change his name, becaufe' it happened to be the fame as his own, 
and, upon his not confenting, refolved to deftroy him, blit was pre- 
vented by Sullabut' Khan’s informing the fultan of his behaviour. 
Saheb Khan, enraged, fled j but the fultan,' diftrefled at the lofs of his 
' favourite, purfued him, and overtaking him at Ahmedabad, perfuaded 
him to return by agreeing to his unreafonable requells of difplacing 
Sullabut Khan, and taking for him the city of Ahmedabad from Ali 
Bereed, who, upon his befieging it, required and received aflillance 
from Ali Add Shaw. ' ' ' ' ’ j 

At this time, Boorahan Shaw, the fultan’s brother, efcaped from 
prifon, and raifed a rebellion j which obliged the fultan to tetum 
fuddenly to Ahmednuggur, and recall Sullabut Khan to his prefence, 
1 Saheb Khan, ditguftcd at this, fled a fecoiid' time. Boorahan Shaw 
was defeated and obliged to fly to Beejapore. The fultan endeavour- 
-ed again to obtain Saheb' Khan’s return, but he was put to death by 
the amras, weary of his inlblence, who perfuaded Nizam Shaw, that 
he was killed in oppofing the troops lent to conduft him to the pre- 
fence. Upon his death, Sullabut Khan became minifler without a 
rival, and continued in power for feme years, to the fatisfaftion of 
the pubhek. The country of IMheerut was never fb well governed 
as by him, lince the reign of liiltan Mhamood Bhamenee. >• 

I t ' 

,8o. ' In the year 988, Ali Add Shaw dying, was fucceeded by his bro- 
ther Ibrahim, then only in bis ninth year. Sullabut Khan, judging 
his minority favourable to conquell, perfuaded Mortiza Nizam 
Shaw to invade his dominions. An army was accordingly lent, under 
Behzaad al Moolk, who was defeated, with the lofs of all his ele- 
^ phants. 
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phants. L . The event of this war has been :^ready related, in the : 
hiftory of tl^/Adil Shawee kings^: ^ : v 

In tlie year 992, the fultan lent a fplendid embafly.to Beejapbre, 
to ■ demand in marriage the lifter , of Ibrahim : Adil Shaw for his . fbn 
Meeraiin Houftein ; ' and- his requeft being complied with, the prin-; 
cefs'was brought to Ahriiednuggur in : great pomp. Several nobles 
forming a combination to .difplace the regent,; Sullabut I^an,. he 
perfuaded the; fultan to take up ^his refidence in. the .citadel, and 
marched againft -the rebels, who were defeated. Shortly after this, 
a difcontented fadlion -having brought Bborahan Shaw, the fultan s 

brother, in the difguife of a religious to Alimednuggur, confpired^ 
fet him on tlie throne j - but on the . very day intended , for the attempt, 
Sullabut Khan difcovered the plot.; Boorahan Shaw made his efcape, 
and fled to the Kokunj but, not thinking Hmfelf fecure in- ^ 

count^, fought an afjrluin with the emperor Akber, from whom.he 

obtained;a force to invade Oekkan;but,without focGefi.,^ :^ 

i '.Fatteh ShaW, a dancer, wbo bad Succeeded Saheb ^an in the^b 
tan’s affedtions, began to make an ill ufe of his power, by:_ob ^ 
large grants of land, and gifts of the 
beftowed : upon him' by his ^mafter. , . At lengfo 

rofariei -^whk had been, brought:int6.the.treafury.^fr^^ 

of Ramraaje, compofed of moll .valuable xubies, 

pearls.: ; The fultan commanded them, to be giY^n_ta im ^ ^ 

■ Lt .Kharif .unwilling; that :fuch ineftimable: curiofities .fooi^W.. 

foitbe royal faffiily/lfubffituted two.ftrings.of.: mock .jowels-.m A 

. placev-i After fomO lime,-: Fatteh. Shaw, difcovering t e impo i iffl 

Lnplained to:the.lultani ^ho b^ing^,enra^d..^>^^ 

- sJlabUt-IChari/rhaying. concealed: the.ipoft.p f tha 

■ he threw.alb before,;him into a large fire,, and withdrew.paffionatel. 
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to his chafnber. On lus departure thcregdnt haftened to'fave tlrem’ 
from the flames, and only the pearls ifiad' received 'an/i damagd. * 
From this time the fultan was confidered and treated as a madman. 

, , ^ ■■ i 1 'I'-jf 1 otfj ,'OQ ir^(_ c '! 

' The fultan'^havlfl^ cd}icdivey''that hfe fon Meerantt Houflcin de- ) 
figned to dethrdnS him, afiejilplid to’put hiibho death ; buf Sullabut'i 
Khan Watched the fafety of theyoimg prince. lA-t this time, Ibrahim j 
A dd Sh-iw demanded that thd nuptials of his'fifterlhouldbecelehrat-'' 
ed With the fultan’si fon, or the phneefs bel ferit ibac£ to tBeejdpore ) 
but Sullabut Khan refufed Oompliance with cither demand^ •nhlers hen 
Would deliver up the fonrefs of Shokpore to Nizam Shaw; Ibrahim 
Add Shaw, enraged at this, laid fiege to the fort of Oufeh. NitJam 
Shaw, dilpleafed at the conduit of his mmitter, upbraided hiranvithi 
treachery, and declared himfelF^eaiy faf his controul p on'whicH thcS 
regent, to flietv Ins loyilty, begged the fultanito appoint anjl place 
fcr his confinement, and he would voluntarily put chaiiis on his own 
feel and repair to it. NiZam Shaw nanied the fort ofDunda'Raaje-i 
pore, and Sullabut Kban, m tpite of the remonftrances of his friends 
and numerous dependants, immediately refigned himfelfto the fultaU’s 
guards, and was carried to his prifon. ^ t 

.> O 1 t - ^ 1 

t Mortiza Nizam Shaw, on thccfinprifdnmenrof’Sulkbut Khan,* 
conferred the regency on Cafim Bdg,) and the viZarut 'on MirZai 
Mahummud, commanding them to conclude i^peace with Ibrahimi 
Add Shaw, whichuhey did, and the nuptials of his filter with thej 
prince Houflein were celebrated \Vith great pomp and feftivity. Not! 
long after this, the fultan, jealous^ of "^his .foifsi fidelity^ In ca. fitjof 
madnefs refolved to dellroy tm. Heitold his.miniftcra''thaf'he longed^ 
for the copipany of his fon, and they, delighted at his returning 
kindnefs, fent the yoUng prince into tbefortto him t ■•The fultan pre-, 
tended great alFeftion, and gave him a chamber near,hisiown , but 
the next morning whde the'youth’was fleCping, he fet fire to his bed 
clothes, and fattened the door upon him.i r The ponce, awakened 
- " V by 
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by tli6* fiiiokej arid freeing huiifelf fi’oiiri’tlie , clothes, liaftened to.the_ 

door. Finding it locked, he cried out fo'r help,' but was^almoft fuf-" 

focated wth fmoke, when he- was releafed by his father’s favourite, 

Fatteh Sha#, and i carried to the minifters, who conveyed him 

fecretly to Dowlutabad.' ' iThe fultan, after fome time, ^ 

apartment to examine the allies for the bones o is ^ 

and not finding them, was enraged, Km and 

prince had been burned to allies ; but he would not believe him, and , 

imanaed him from the favourite, 

frr.m the fire 'At length, Fatteh Shaw ■ difclofing the truth, the 
from the . ; ■ -.nrl Afdered them to be, confined,, ap- 

fultan fent for the mm er , ^fter nine ■ 

pointing otliers ; but they al J „ jq Mirza Khan. • . , 

days, .difplaced them, and-gave the regency to lyri z _ ^ 

Mirza' Khan feeing the diftraded ftate of 

preteiided acquiefcence with his comman s, ^ But wrote pri- 

Fatteh Shaw; and his ant, wWed to murder 

valely toBeejaporei that as tie u tanv^^ Borders, he' would- have a 

' his^fonVif a ^foioufe the caufe of the young ‘prince; 

pretence ^ -aPoore. complied with-his requeft; and 



MirV,Khan;aflc6d.thrluitan wi 

enemy- ‘ -N^am Shaw ^ p Khan collediiig the troops,, they 

he might ' thmk proper ; , encamhed hear the town of Ran- 

mdrchadfrom L orders.' The' fidtan, furprized at 

riowrd, wherethey halted by writer of this hiftbry to enquire 

their not' mbving ^ "^^tvC^tO be ‘firm/he guelfed, 

the ckufe. ,As ' the- regent q ^ould make them 

that having' penetrated hw Patteh Shaw to obtain 

khoivn'to the fultan. - He ther _ andhaften the march of 

the fultan’s orders for him ‘'^Py^arrived^and'had found out the real 
the aniiy. I was m camp when orders to prevent my return j 

intention of the miniftef, who had given orders p 
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but having timely notice, I made my efcape in the night. On my 
arrival in the city, I related what, I had feeh and heard to Fatteh 
Shaw, who would not believe me. I obferved, that I had no in- 
tereft or hatred to gratify, thati I Ihould falfely accufe the miniflrer, 
and that the truth of my account would quickly appear. While ,we 
were talking, fome Ipies brought intelligence, that Mirza.Khan 
had marched to Dowlutabad, in order to bring the prince Meeraun 
Houffein, and feat him on the throne. The fultan nowafked my ad- 
vice how to avert the threatened llorm. I replied, that there were 
two meafures which promifed'luccefe. Firft, that the fultan Ihould 
leave his retirement, and march from the city at the head of his 
guards,, when, probably, moft of the nobility would defert the 
regent, and join him. He replied, that he was too ill to mount a 
horfe. I then recommended that he Ihould lend for Sullabut Khan 
from confinement, and put him at the head of afiairs, as he was 
beloved and relpedted by all ranks, who would flock to his ftandard j 
that his raajefly Ihould alfo let out in a litter to meet him, as far as 
the fort of Kilter. The fultan approving of this, advice, inllantly 
fent off exprefs orders to releafe Sullabut Khan, and prepared to move 
himlelf 3 when the cowardly Fatteh Shaw fell at his feet, and weep- 
ing, faid, that Ihould his majefty quit the palace, the guards would 
immediately feize and fend him prifoner. to the prince, in order to 
make their court to a new fovereign. The fultan, alarmed at this 
remark, altered his intention, and relblved to wait in the palace for 
the arrival of Sullabut Khan. The troops feeing the fultanV fears, now 
deferted in crowds to Dowlutabad 5 and Mirza Khan advanced from 
thence with the prince to the capital by forced marches, in order to 
prevent the arrival of Sullabut Khan. I had the guard of the palace, 
and wilhed to defend it ; but being deferted by my people, and no 
one being left but the fultan, Fatteh Shaw, and a very few domeftic 
attendants, oppofition was vain. At length, . the prince and Mifza 
Khan arrived, and entering the palace with forty armed men,' put to 
death whomfoever they found. The prince fortunately knew me, 

and 



. .ferishtav 

and refle^^ing that we had been fchoolfellows, ordered my life to be 
ipared. reached the prefence of his father the priiice be- 

haved to him, both in word and adion, with every polTible infult 
and abufe. Nizam Shaw was hlent,' and only looked at him with 
contempt;, till the. prince, putting his naked fabre-acrofs his bread:, 
faid, I wiU put you to death.’" 'Nizam Shaw then breathing a 
deep iigh, exclaimed, O thou accurfed of God, it would be better 
for thee to let thy father be his few rernaining days thy gueft, and 
treat him with refped.” 'The prince, relenting for a moment at 
■ tliis expredibn, flopped his hand, and withdrew from his fathef.’s 
^api^tmeiit. Not having patience, however; ' to wait for his death, 
though he Was then in a mortal illhbfs, he cdninianded him to be put 
Trito ai warm hathing room; -and fhuttmg fall the doors and windows 
to exclude all air, lighted a great hre uiider the bath, fo that the ful- 
tafi wks fpeedily fuffocated by: the fleam’ arid heat. This parricide 
was perpetrated in the year 996'.^ M deceafed fultan was buried in A 
'great pomp, in the 'garden Rozeh ; but his bpnes were afterwards 
takW - up and. carried tb Kerballa> where they Were depolited near 
thofe of his father and; grandfather. - ' 

: -v.,. VERSE.^-;', ;■ ^ 

\ Alas, that there liability in fbrtune I for endlefs is the circle 
of her revolution. Expedl not thou to be free from the encroach- 
ni^t^of tiriie, for no one from his cruel fwoid, ; 
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■ i'! J ,^f?®^^AUN HOUSSEIN: NIZAM SHAW; 

■ . pn,. his acceffiohl to, the ' throrie;' of . Ahmedrafeuri 
-be^g Df.ah: impetuous and- cruel,,difppfitio4- hegan^hisr^c^^^ 
ty aiiny and .oppreffion/.;.He:appointed:Mirz^^ 

Si 

heenin -ft. a pageant , of the prince, and 

in.His :ovvn Kands. , Meeraun^hiingpro.- 

his cuftom bts.^lBaTures and excefle.s. It, was. frequently. 

Sunk nTtf °f “toxication, to ride through the city '-wiA'Sk 
drunken affociates, and put perfons to death, though not guilty of 

vS T^’ i Khan had pri- 

Cafim, brothe^to 

MWza N^zaip.Shaw, .and conceale^ hip, ip.his^houfe, with a view' 

theSnlnlftS ^ "Th'^ alarmed', and, confined' 

he reftorid "him ^ding^the accufation'fiilfe/ 

fideSe and MvS t >"d gave -him-hisTuU-coril-- ' 

proved the meafure and fifte ^ieeraun ap- ' 

Not long after this “ prices were murdered :in one day. 

irkfome to the fStan’iSL .P°"^^Kof Mirza Khan' becoming 

treachery, and Meeraun her again accufed' him of ■ 

•»U~ " »"= •-... fa hiwS Skd L G“ ' 

' ■ . and ' 
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and at anotHer, that he .would. W trod to death by elephants. 
Thefe declaratidns heing carried to Mirza Khan, he at length re- 
folved to Kecure his: own fafety by .depofing the fiiltan ; who, in his 
turn,' tri^d every tmeans to get the hainifter into his power. On the 
tenth of Jemmkiid ah 'Awul,: 997, he repaired to the houfe'of his 
favourite, Ankufs Klian, and Tent' for Mirza, Khan to, come and- 
partake of a banquet, intending to- have; ■ him alTaffinated ; but the 
minifter,. beiiig On His guard, exciited himfelf > under pretence” o^* 
illnefs, fending his friend Agga Meer to make his apology. rAgga 
Meer reached the houfe- of Ankufs Khan juft as the fultan had 
dined r but the rhafter of the honfe had Waited, and fat down to. eat 
with him. Whem Agga, Meer had eaten, he . fuddeiily pretended 
violent >pains,=^ declared poifoned', and left the hOufer 
Mirzd Khan fpon after feht ja’ ihef^^^ the agga was dying, - and 

entreated to fee him.- 'The .fultan‘dmmiediately: repaired, with a few 
.attendants; to ■ thd fort,' %here';he was'^^ .minifter, and 

confined.;:' ;■ Mirza Khari-'them feHt -oif. Meer Tahir Neefhaporee to 
brhig fthe’‘twO fons hf -Bobrahari 'Nizam Shk^ frdna’ the of 
. Bhaughtir,' "that he mighf chufe"^^^^ Of them to place on the throne, 
cohceding the i.mpritbnment of the fultan tdl their arrival ' \ 


' I' dii tiie ‘hird day,; Meef ;Talnr' retarh^^^ ' With' the princes and 
thehiiniftef, ■' funinionihg'Tevetar of the'- princip^^^ nobility ' into' the 
fort, declared ; to . them : the - rdepoftl of -and accefiion of 

Ifmaeel Nizam ShaW-;- then only in hiS twelfth year. ; ‘While the 
aftdnibly, was’ engaged thehew fiiltan', la' great tumult was; 

heard at tne' gateV- bf the fort, ,’whcfe' Jem‘m a munfubdar, 

WihTevefal other officers and; a rnOb of fbldiers, had aflemhled, de- 
manding ‘to- Tee ; ftiltah Meerauh Houftein,' their ' lawful fovereign. 
MitZa Khah fent them wdrd/'thaf Mebr ^un ' haring ;np abilities to 
gbvef hi- die hkd ■ depbfed ’ him, 'and ' ihkhgurated fultan . Ifinaeel, who 


ftibuld nypeaf' and 'receive their hohiage.; jemnial Khaii became 
• ■ ; . 3 .. 3 - • .r that 


tnofe clarnorous, und feni pcrfons to proclaim through the city, 
1 C c c 
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the minifter, aided' by his foreign: mercenaries,* having depofed theic 
fovereign, -had feated another ’prihcelp'ni.the; throne j':and if he’ vvas' 
allowed iii this rnanner to' make- kings,’: and-ait.uncontrouled,' the 
native nobles and . inhabitants .‘.ofithe.icountty; .would, foot; become 
Haves to foreigri.'advehturers;' cThe.DekkanXtfoops . and people/ in- 
flamed by.'this 'report, fled to''arms, :an’d in a'lhbrt time about fiye, 
thbufaridJiorfe and foot,; with-a' numerous, rriobi, flocked to Jemmal 
Khan.-. They.;Wefe 'alfojoined:by all the Ethiopian troops. \ 

■ Miriat Khan thinking- to quell the tumult . by the death of flifen' 
Houflein,' . cotiimanded his. head - tphe .ftruck ; off; • which .being, done,' 
it.was 'ftuck Upon a' pole planted on a baftiqn'of the. citadel.^,: At the 
fame time 'a. perfon cried out tq.,the.multifude,below, ,)hat, as'.they 
muff. now be convinced of the_ death. of .jthe .fultan,.,ijf,they; WQuld 
retire, quietly, to their habilatiphs,..th'e^ ^ppld be rewarde'd .by.the. 
ffvour'ofifmaeel Shaw, now their Ibyereign, ., Several of .the princi- 
cipal.amras were. for retiring; . but. Jenirhal .^an, cried put,, '.If 
Houflein ■ was . murdered, they ought to revenge his, death; on .the 
foreigners, take into .Aeff own' hands , the, ■ adminiftratiori^'pfi.fuitah 
Ifmaeel, and. not fuffer the country’ to be governed by,ftraiig:ers.. 
Upon this, all refolved to florm theffort; and haviiig he'apbd piles of 
wood and .ftraw. to the gates, fet them on fire., • Abput funfet the 
gates were burned; .but the, quantity, of hot alhe's yetiglowing.pre- 
vented any one palling in or put; till midnighty when Mirza Khan ' 
and his friends rulhed from the citadel, and tried to .make their efcape 
frpm the city. Numbers were flain in the.attempt'.by, the.mob; ..but 
Mirza Khan made, his; flight good towards Ae fort ofkhibef’.. - The 
Dekkanees, -Ethiopians,, aiid-'populace,- having-entered 'the fortj put 
to death eve^ foreigner they found .within, ■ who amourited to neaidy. 
three, hundred, .and.ampirg them, were, feveral. perfbns of high rank 
and. eminent chararSlers. Their -'bodies' were ^dragged out to^^e open 
plain, and 'orders _ given ' for ;'thein to , lie , urrbdried. . , . Not contented 
with the pafl flaughter, Jemmal Khan commanded his adherents to ' 

- 'murder 
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murder the foreigners of every rank and occupation in the city, and 
to plunder arid burn their dweilings-. The foldiers and their followers 
haying extended the hand pf rapine frorri the fleeve of cruelty, put 
to death indifcriminately the iioble^ the rich, the mafter and the ferv- 
ant, the merchant, the pilgrim, and the travelling ftranger. Their 
houfes vvereTet on fire, and the , heads of thofe lately, exalted to the 
ikies, were brought low, ’ and trampled in the d'ufl:. yirgins, w;ho 
from modefiy concealed their faces from the fun and moon, were 
dragged by the hair into the afiemblies of the drunken. . On the 
fourth day, Mirza Khan, who had been feized near Khiber, was 
brought to Jeinmal Khan, and being >firfi: carried through the city 
on an afs, his body was cut into pieces, which Were, affixed on dif- 
ferent bmldings.. Several of his friends,'; taken with him, were alio 
put to 'death\ ^arid’fheir' bbdies being rammed into cannons, were 
blown into frhe airi ' '; In; days nearly a thoufand • 

fofbigriefs 'were m^ Some few efcaped under the protedion 

of Dekk^ee and Ethiopian officers, their , intimates and friends. The ^ 
I'eigh ' of Meeraun-Houliein ' was only two mpnths arid three days. 
Anidrig ■thofe, princes recorded in ’hiftoiy as murd their, fathers, 

we find none whofe reigns extended, beyond one year: and a poet 
obfefves, " Royalty befits not the deftroyer of a parent, nor will the 


• sultan 
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SULTAN 


ISMAEEL NIZAM SHAW 


i) < . ■ , 

It has been already nientloned, in the hiftory of MortIza» Nlzani 
Shaw, that'Boorahan Shaw, his brother, having been defeated 
in an attempt to dethrone him, fled for protcflion to the court of 
the emperor Akber, On his departure he left behind him, two 
fons, named Ibrahim and Ilmaeel, who were kept confined in the 
fortrefs of Lahaghur. The younger being raifed to the throne on, 
the death of Meeraun HoulTein ^haw, took the f title of Ilmaeel 
Nizam Shaw, and was acknowledged the viftorious minifter, 
Jemmal Khan. , , - 

>j ' I 

Jemmal Khan, being of the feft of Mhaudee, perfuaded the 
fultan to embrace his tenets, and commit the power of government 
into the hands of his followers. In the beginning of his adminiftra- 
tion he obliged the few foreigners who had efcaped the maflacre in 
the laft reign, to leave Ahmednuggur, after feizing their effefls, and 
they embraced the fervice of the lultan of Beejapore. Among them 
was the writer of this hiftory, who was exalted in the fervice of 
Ibrahim Add Shaw. 

Intelligence of the commotions of Ahmednuggur having reached 
the emperor Akber, he recalled Boorahan Shaw from his jaghire, 
and offered him a force to regain the throne of his anceftors, now his 
right, but ufurped by his own fon and a delpotic minifter. Boorahan 

Shaw 



f rnSTORV OF DEKfCAK. 

?epf«fentcd, ik»t rtKJUl! lie accept the aid of Mogul troops, the 
people of Dekkan would l>c alanned, aud ohjcifl to Jiis autliority ; but 
tiui if liii inajerty w‘ou1d allow him to repair to the borders of the 
cmnxry with hr^ own tie|^ndants, he would try to draw his fubjeds 
to alleguficc by gcntlcnefs and conciliation* Akber approving his 
prO|M)f3l |>cnniucd him to depart for Dekkan, and allotted the froii- 
licrdifiiiit ofliandca for hh fupport till he tliould regain his do- 
ininisrj i at flic fame time commanding raja Alee Kiian, prince of 
Khamiellic, to atTord him aHidance to his utmoR ability. Boorahan 
Sluw having received offers of allegiance from many of the nobility^ 
againR hi?^ fom but defeated. However, in a Riort 
lime after thh, I>c renewed his attempts ; and, being joined by a 
gfcji majority of ilte chiefs and |>eop!c, attacked Jcmmal Khan, 
who was killed in the adion* Ifmacel was taken prifoner, and 
confined by hb jollier, who afcci^cd in his room the throne of 
Ahnaednuggur. 


SULTAN 


3^7 
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■■ SULTAN .M . \‘u, 

.BOORAHAN SHAW. ; ' - 



BoORAHAN-Shaw, during the reign of his brother Mohiza 
Nizam Shaw, was confined to the fort of Lahaghur, but had a large 
jaghire allowed hlmibr his fiipport, lb that he paffed his days With 
fatisfaftion^ When Saheb Khan behaved tyrannically^ an'd the nobles ' 
were difgufted at Mortiza Shaw, 'who had left the capital toJinduce 
his favourite to return, a party of them befonght Boorahan Shaw to 
rebel, on pretence that his brother was mad, and unfit to govern. 
Allured by promifes of fupport, he gained over the governor of the 
fort, and appeared in arms at the head of fix thoufand horie, with 
which force he moved towards the capital. Mortiza Nizam Shaw, 
upon intelligence of this rebellion, haftened from Bieder to Ahmed- 
nuggur. Faffing through the flreets to the palace, he flopped his 
elephant at the fhop of an apothecary, and alked if he had any 
medicine that would cure madnefs, faying, that he did not know; ^ 
who required it moil, himfelf, who wiftied to live the life of a 
reclufe and yet rule a kingdom, or his brother, who, with the en- 
joyment of eafe, was plunging himfelf into publick cares. ■ The , 
apothecary replied, that his brother was the madman who could un- 
gratefully offend fo kind a protedlor, and would not prolper in his 
treafon. The next day Boorahan Shaw was defeated, and fled to 
Beejapore. Two years aftenvards he made another attempt, with 
flmilarfuccefs, and fought protoftion with the emperor Akber, with 

whom 



399 


; FERISHTA’iP HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 

, ■wh6m he continued till t^ acceffion of his fon to the throne, wliich 
he difpoffefled him of, as ahove related. 

t 

BooraKaii Shaw was advanced in "years \vhen' he afcended the 
throne; 'but, notwithftanding^ his age,, gave himfelf up to pleafures 
unbecoming his dignity/ His reign ' was marked by an unfuccefsful 
war with Beejapore,^ and<a dirgracefuh-defeat from' the Portuguefe, 
who had feized the -fea c'oafls of his dominions. He died in the 
year 1003,'^ four years and fome months after his acceffion.' He was A^D. 15 
fucceeded by his fon Ibrahim Shaw,’ who, after a^ reign of only four 
months, vvas flain in adtion againft the fultan of Beejapore, 

On the death of Ibrahim Shaw, feveral fadtibn’s arofe in Ahmed- 
nuggur, each fetting up a nominal fovereign. Mean Munjoo, who 
polTeffied the city, and acknowledged the title of Bahadur Shaw, 
infant fon to the late fultan, being belieged by his competitors, in- 
vited Moraud, fon of the emperor Akber, then governor of Guzarat, 
to his affiftance, for which he offered to become tributary to' the 
Mogul power. Sultan Moraud embraced the .propofal, and in the 
year 1 004 arrived before Ahmednuggur with a confiderable army. A. D. 15. 
Mean Munjoo by this time, having overcome his rivals, repented of 
his offers, and prepared to oppoie the fultan. Having committed the 
city to the charge of Nufieer Khan his deputy, and'the care of Chaund 
Beebee, great aunt^ to fultan Bahadur, he departed to raife levies and 
implore the affidance of Koottub Shaw and Adil Shaw. Sultan 
Moraud belieged Ahmednuggur, which was gallantly defended. 

Breaches were made, but immediately repaired by the heroic condudi: 
of Chaund Beebee ; who,- covering herfelf with a veil, headed the 
' trbops. At length, , fupplies growing fcarce in the camp, and the 
allies of Beejapore' and Golconda approaching, fultan Moraud 
' thought proper to accept of fdme offers of tribute from Chaund 
Beebee, and mife the liege. Some money was paid, and the diffridts 
■ , , ' in 
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in Berar belonging to the Nizam Shawee government were ceded to- 
the-Moguls. . 

On the retreat of fultah Moraud, Chaund Beebee requefled the 
affiftance of Ibrahim Add Shaw to reprefs the iniblence of the Nizam' 
Shawee nobles, and eftablifli the autliority of.the fovereign. Sohed 
Khan, a eunuch, celebrated for his valour, wifdoimindjuftice, was 
fent to her, aid with eight thoufand horfe, and ftridt injundtions to 
pay implicit obedience to her orders. On his arrival, the ^efradtory _ 
became fubmiflive. Affairs being fettled at Ahmednuggur, the 
auxdiaries departed j but intelligence arriving that the Dhely forces 
had taken pofleflion of feme diftridts not ceded by the late treaty to 
the emperor, Sohed Khan halted, and fent for frefo inftrudtions feom 
Beejapore. , Ibrahim Adil Shaw commanded him to oppofe the en- 
croachments of the imperialifts, and aflifl Chaund Beebee. > Sohed 
Khan being joined by her troops, and a force from the .fultan of Gol- 
conda, marched towards Berar. The khankhanaun who was encamp- 
ed atcjaulneh, hearing of the advance of the Dekkanees, retreated to 
the head quarters of the prince at Shawpore, from .whence, having" 
colledled an army of twenty thoufand Jiorfe, he advanced to meet the 
enemy on the banks of the Gung. A fevere adlion took place, in 
which the Dekkanees were defeated. Some time after this, the 
prince Moraud died of exceflive drinking, and Akber appointed hiS 
fen fultan Daniaul governor of Dekkan, with orders to reduce Ah- 
mednuggur,- while he himfelf was befieging the fortrefs of Afeerghur 
in the province of Khandelhe. At this jundture, the Dekkanees put. 
to death the heroic Chaund Beebee, and confined the fultan Bahadur 
Nizam Shaw ; not long after which Ahmednuggur was taken by the i 
Moguls, and the Captive fovereign font to perpetual imprifbnment in, 
the fortrefs of Gualior. 

- . C ! ) ) ' , T 

On the fall of Ahmednuggur, Miillek Umber,' an Abyfiinian, 
who had rifen from the condition of a Have to great influence and 

command. 
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comniiind, and Rajoo Minnaun, a Dekkanee chief) divided the rcr 
maining territories between them. The former poiTelTed from the' 
Tclingana frontier to within eight miles of Ahmednuggur and four of 
Dowlutabad ; the latter, northward from that fortrefs to the borders 
of Guzarat, and fqiithward to witliin twelve miles of Ahmednuggur, 
leaving to a nominal fultan, Mortiza whom they placed on- the 
throne on the capture of Bahadur Nizam Shaw, only the fortrefs of 
Oufeh with a few villages for his fupport. As each of thefe chiefs 
coveted die territories of the other, there was conftant difagreement 
between diem. In the year 1012 Mallek Umber, by the affiftance of A.D. 36 
die Mogul arms, defeated Rajoo, and, taking him prifoner, feized his 
countrjr. At diis period feveral commotions happening in the Dhely 
government, owing to the rebellion of fultan Seleem, the death of 
Akber, and revolt of fultan Khoferroo, fucceflively. Umber had lei-> 
fure to regulate his county, levy great armies, and even dared to feize . 
feveral of the imperial diftridls. When the authority of Jehaungeer 
was eflablifhed, he fent frequent- armies to Dekkan ; but Umber was 
not to be fubdued, and, though Ibmetimes defeated, continued to 
oppofe the royal ftrength. At length he gave up the places taken 
from the Moguls to the prince Shaw Jehaun, to whofe intereft he 
became attached, and continued loyal. After this he remained un-^ 
molefted by the Dhely government, and condudled his affairs with 
much glory, often obliging the fultans of Golconda and Beejapore to 
pay him contributions. He died in the year 1035, in his eightieth A.D. if* 
year, and was buried in Dowlutabad, under a fplendid dome which 
he had erea:ed : and fuch is the efteem in which his charader has 
been held, that notwithftanding the various changes of property, the 
lands dedicated to the fupport of the attendants of his tomb are yet 
left unconfifeated, for that purpofe. He was the firfl general, poli- 
tician, and financier of his age, and his country was the befl culti- 
vated, and his fubjeds the happieft, of any in Dekkan. He founded 
Ghurkeh,'five cofs from Dowlutabad, now called Aurungabad, and 
ornamented it with a magnificent palace, gardens, and noble pieces 

D d d ' ■ of 
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of water lined With ftone, which yet remaid, flia dharities and 
' juftlce are yet celebrated; and he Was alfo eminent for his piety, 

? * s 

Futteh Khan, the fon of Umbed Hubthfee, fucceided to his 
authority"; but Mortiza Nizatit Shaw s^- being’ wdkry 6f his cbntroul, 
took him prifoner by treachery, and confined him in the fort of 
Chumber, or Khiber. Having iriade bis efcape, he rebelled, but 
was again taken, and confined in Dowlutabdd. In time he was 
releafed, and appointed generaliffimo by the influence of his After, 
mother to Nizata Shaw. He fliortly, to prevent another removal, 
from office, confined the fultan under pretence of infanity, and put to 
death twenty five of the principal nobility in one day, writing to Shaw 
Jehaun, that he had thus aded, to prevent them from rebelling 
againft’him. The emperor in reply commended his attachment, and 
ordered him to put the captive prince to death; which he did, andf- 
placed his fon Houflein, an infant of ten years, on the throne ; but 
Shaw Jehaun demanding the royal jewels, treafures, and elephants, 
Futteh Khan delayed to obey. Upon this, an army was fent againft 
him ; but he averted the wrath of the emperor, by offering a prclenf 
to the amount of eight lacks of rupees, and agreed to pay tribute j on 
which he was allowed to keep what territory yet remained to the' 
Nizam Shawee fovereignty. Add Shaw preparing to wreft from him 
Dowlutabad, he offered it to ShaW Jehaun, faying, that his father had 
commanded him, rather to fweep the courts of the Timur princes, 
than accept the higheft office in that of Beejapore. The emperor 
fent his general, Mahabut Khan, to receive the fort; but Futteh 
Khan, on his arrival before it, repented of his fubmifllon, and held 
out till diftrefs for provifions forced' him to furrender. The fall of 
this place put a final period to the dynafty of Nizam Shaw, which 
had fwayed the feeptre for one hundred and fifty years. Houflein 
Nizam Shaw was confined for life in Gualior, but Futteh Khan was 
received into favour, and had all his property given up to him. He 
was upon the point of being promoted to a high rank of nobility, 

when 


,FERISMTA's HISTORY OF DEKKAN. 


m 


when he became infane, from the effeds of an old wound in his head ; 
upon which tlie emperor allowed him to retire to Lahore, on a pen- ? 
fion of two lacks of rupees, which he enjoyed till his death, many 
years afterwards, in daat city. His younger brother, Chungeeze 
Klian, had before accepted tlie imperial fervice, and was appointed 
an ameer of two thoufand, with the title of Munfoor Khan. Many 
of Iiis relations and dependants alfo were promoted. From this 
period tlie Nizam Shawee kingdom funk into a province of the 
Mogul empire. 


END OF THE NIZAM SHAWEE DYNASTY. 
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SULTAN 

KOOLLI KOOTTUB SHAW. 


Jl HIS prince, the founder of the fovereignty of Golconda, was 
originally a Turkifli adventurer, who came to try his fortune in 
Dekkan, and embraced the fervice of Mahummud Shaw Bhame- 
nee. By degrees he was promoted to high rank; and in the reign 
of Mhamood Shaw obtained the title of Koottub al Moolk, and the 
territory of Golconda,' part of Telingana, in jaghire. On the decline 
of the Bhamenee authority, when Adil Khan and others affumed 
royalty, Koottub al Moolk ahb, in the year ftiled* himfelf A. D, 151 

fultan of Telingana, under the title of Koottub Shaw. He was a 
chief of great abilities, and reigned thirty nine years ; at the end of 
which he was affaffinated by a Turkifli flave, fuppofedto be bribed 
by his fon and fucceflbr, 

JUMSPIEED KOOTTUB SHAW. 

He reigned feven years and fome months, and was fucceeded by 
his brother. 


StTLTAH 
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SULTAN 

IBRAHIM KOOTTUB SHAW. 


Ibrahim Shaw was a wife and politic prince, but arbitrary and 
feverej punifliing flight faults with death. He was fond of thP 
pleafures of the table, but neglefied not buflnefs for luxury. He fd 
governed the country of Telingana, remarkable for the numbers of 
its thieves and banditti, that merchants and travellers could journey 
night and day, without going in caravans, in perfeft fecurity. In hi* 
reign the fovereignty of Koottub Shaw acquired weight and refpe£l> 
from the able charaiiers whom he encouraged at his court. NP 
wars of any confequence occurred in his time. He died in the yeaf 
[. 989, after a profperous reign of thirty two years. 
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SULTAN 

MAHUMMUD KOOLLI KOOTTUB SHAW. 


i. HIS prince, on the death of his fatlier, aicerided the throne, of 
Golconda, in his twelfdi year. In the beginning of Ms reign he was 
engaged in war with Adil Shaw, with whom he concluded peace in 
tlic year 995, giving him his filler in marriage. The air of Golconda A. D. isSSi 
not agreeing wth his conflitution, he founded a city at about eight 
miles diftance, which he called Bhaugnuggur, after his miftrefs 
Bhang, a celebrated courtezan 5 but being, afterwards afli amed of 
his amour, he changed it to Hyderabadr'-'^He"*entrufted 'M 
with high offices, - niftlcing them his friends and companions ; . and 
they in return were loyal and affedlionate. Shaw Abbas, emperor . 
of Perfia, courted .his alliance, by afldng his daughter in marriage 
for one of his fons ^ and Mahummud, efleeming connedlion with fo 
augufl a monarch as an honour> complied with the requeft. 


^ultM 



F£R1SHTA’8 history of dekkan. 


SULTAN 

MAHUMMUD Ko'oTTUB SHAW. 


MaHUMMUD Koolli, leaving.no fon, was fucceeded by his 
brother Mahummud, who was fucceeded by Abdoolla Koottub 
Shaw. Abdoolla reigned many years under the proteftion of the 
emperor Shaw Jehaun, to whom he acknowledged himfelf tributary, 
and paid an annual fumj but in the year 1066 he diljileafed that 
monarch, and brought upon himfelf much trouble and diftrefs. The 
caufe of offence was this : Meer Mahummud Saad, prime minifter 
to 'ABdoolla'^liaw, having acquired great wealth and power, became 
fufpe&ed of difloyal intentions towards -hisibvereign,.who wiflied to 
di^lace him. Meer Mahummud, to avoid the difgrace of removal, 
and the probable confifcation of his treafures, .offeredJiisJervjces to 
the prince Aurungzebe, then governor of tlie imperial territories in 
Dekkan. The prince recommended him to his father Shaw Jehaun, 
who immediately honoured him with the rank of five thoufand, his 
fon Mahummud Ameen with that of two, and commanded Ab- 
doolla Koottub Shaw to permit them to repair with their effedfs 
to court. Koottub Shaw difbbeyed the mandate, and confining 
Mahummud Ameen, then at Hyderabad, feized part of his wealth. 
Aurungzebe, enraged at this condudl, marched to Hyderabad, which 
he took and plundered. Koottub Shaw was obliged* to purchafe 
' pardon by a contribution of a " corore of rupees, and the gift of his > 
daughter in marriage to the ion of his enemy, the prince fultan 

Mahummud, 


* One milfian fierling. 
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Mahuinmud. From this time Abdoolla Shaw, during the remainder 
of his life, was in fad a vaflal of the empire. He died in the early 
part of the reign of Aurungzebe, and was fucceeded by his fon in law. 
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ABOU HOUSSUN, 


Who, after fome years, was taken prifoner by the emperor 
Aulumgeer, and confined for life in the citadel of Dowlutabad. 
Golconda was then reduced to a province of the empire of Hin- ^ 
dooftan. 


Befides the fovereignties of Nizam Shawee, Adil Shawee, and 
Koottub Shawee, founded on the ruins of the Bhamenee princes of 
Dekkan, there were two others, compofed of parts of their once 
extenfive dominions. One was founded by Ameer Bereed, prime 
minifter, or rather, confiner of the two laft Bhamenee fultans, and 
called from him, Bereed Shawee. His dominbns ,w ere fmaiL ^.con- 
fifting only of the capital of Bieder, -and”dew diftrids round that ; . 

city ; iior did the- honours of royalty long remain in his family, his ' ’ : 
territories being wrefted from his grandfon by the other Dekkan 
princes, and the kingdom of Bieder deftroyed. 


The other fovereignty was.ftiled Ummad Shawee, and confifted 
of the fouthern part of Berar. . It was fo called from the founder, 

Ummad al Moolk, a chief of the Bhamenee fultans. This mo- ' 
narchy lafted through four generations. The laft ’ prince, Boorahan 
Ummad Shaw, was only nominal fovereign, the power being' ufurp^- 
ed by his minifter Tuffal IChan. ‘ He was reduced by. Mortiza Nizam 
Shaw, who added Berar to his own dominions in the:year 982. A.D. 157'* 
With the dominions of Ahmednuggur, Berar alfo fell into the hands 
of the Mogul emperprs. _ , ' 


END OF THE KOOTTUB SHAWEE DYNASTY. 
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SULTAN 

■ MAHUiMMUD KOQTTUB SHAW. 


MaHUMMUD Koolli. kaving.no fon, was fucceeded by his 
brother Mahummud, who was /uceeeded by Abdoolia Koottub 
Shaw. Abdoolia reigned many years under Ae proteftion of the 
emperor Shaw Jehaun, to whom he acknowledged himfelf tributary, 
and paid an annual fum 5 but in the year 1066 he dilpleafed that 
monarch, and brought upon himfelf much trouble and diftrefs. The 
caufe of offence was this : Meer Mahummud Saad, prime minifter 
to'ABdoolla 'Sha'w, having nojulred great wealth and power, became 
fulpe<Sed of difloyal intentions towards hisdbvereign,- who wiflied to 
dilplace him. Meer Mahummud, to avoid the dilgtace of removal, 
and the probable confifcation of his treafures.-offereikhisjervices-to 
the prince Aufungzebe, then governor of the 'imperial territories in 
Dekkan. The prince recommended him to his father Shaw Jehaun, 
who immediately honoured him with the rank of live thouland, his 
fon Mahummud Ameen with that of two, and commanded Ab- 
doolia Koottub Shaw to permit them to repair with their effefts 
to court. Koottub Shaw difobeyed the mandate, and confining 
Mahummud Ameen, then at Hyderabad, feized part of his wealth. 
Aurungzebe, enraged at this conduit, marched to Hyderabad, which 
he took and plundered. Koottub Shaw was obliged to purchafe 
' pardon by a contribution of a 'cororeof rupees, and the gift of his 
daughter in marriage to the ton of his enemy, the prince fultan 

Mahummud, 


One million Reriing. 
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Mahummud. From this time Abdoolla Shaw, during the remainder 
of his life, was in fadl a vaffal of the empire. He died in the early 
part of the reign of Aurungzebe, and was fucceeded by his fon in law, 

ABOU HOUSSUN, 

> 

Who, after fome years, was taken prifoner by the emperor 
Aulumgeer, and confined for life in the citadel of Dowlutabad. 
Golconda was then reduced to a ■ province of the empire of Hin- > 
dooftan. 

_ f 

Befides the fovereignties of Nizam Shawee, Adil Shawee, and 
Koottub Shawee, founded on the ruins of the Bhamenee princes of 
Dekkan, there were two others, compofed of parts of their once 
extenfive dominions. One was founded by Ameer Bereed, prime 
minifler, or rather, confiner of the two laft Bhamenee fultans, and 
called from him, Bereed Shawee. His domimonsj were fm^ ^xon- 
lifting only of the capital of Biederj -and'-aT^ew diftricfls round that 
city ; nor did the honours of royalty long remain in his family, his 
territories being wrefted from his grandfon by the other Dekkan 
princes, and the kingdom of Bieder deflroyed. 

The other fovereignty was filled Ummad Shawee, and condfled 
of the fouthern part of Berar. . It was fo called from the founder, 
Ummad al Moolk, a chief of the Bhamenee fultans. This mo- 
narchy lafled through four generations. The lafl prince, Boorahan 
Ummad Shaw, was only nominal fovereign, the power being ufurp- 
ed by his minifler Tuffal Khan. He was reduced by Mortiza Nizam 
Shaw, who added Berar to his own dominions in the year 982. 
With the dominions of Ahmednuggur, Berar alfo fell into the hands 
of the Mogul empei-ors. 


END OF THE KOOTTUB SHAWEE DYNASTY. 



